
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, November 12, 2009 9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, 
Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne 
Schmidt.   
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Ebli. 
 
Representative Leland made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of October 29, 2009.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 5559 Roberts Environmental protection; funding; surcharge on solid waste 

entering landfills; earmark. 
 
Representative Roberts provided an update to the Committee regarding the status of HB 5559.  
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 5559: 
 Kerrin O’Brien, representing the Michigan Recycling Coalition, in support 
 Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, in support if amended 
 Chris Hackbarth, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in opposition as 
introduced 
 Fritz Benson, representing the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, in opposition 
 
Cards for HB 5559 were submitted by: 
 Nikki McCord, representing the Department of Environmental Quality, in support 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, in support 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in support 
 Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, in opposition 

Randy Gross, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in opposition 
 Tyrone Sanders, representing Waste Management, in opposition 
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The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
HB 5368 Terry Brown Agriculture; fertilizer; phosphorus fertilizer; restrict use of on turf. 
 
HB 5369 Valentine Agriculture; fertilizer; use of phosphorus fertilizer; restrict. 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 5368 and HB 5369: 

Mitch Irwin, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association, in opposition as 
written 
            Amy Frankmann, representing the Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association 
 
Cards for HB 5368 and HB 5369 were submitted by: 
 Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, in support 
 Eric Davis, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, in support 
 James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in support 
 Nancy Nyquist, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture, in support of the 
concept;  concerns regarding funding 
 Eric Rule, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, in opposition 
 Scott Gaustyn, representing the Michigan Green Industries Association, in opposition 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, neutral on HB 5368 and in 
opposition to HB 5369 
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to report HB 5368 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps. (8/15) 
Nays:  Representatives Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  
(6/15) 
Pass:  None.  (0/15)  (8/6/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 9:40 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517)  373-8538 
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