
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GREAT LAKES AND ENVIRONMENT 

 
Thursday, December 3, 2009 9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Warren, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Warren, Nerat, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, 
Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne 
Schmidt.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of November 12, 
2009.  No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
SB 388 Birkholz Natural resources; other; state park, boating access site, and forest 

recreation passport fees; provide for distribution of revenue. 
 
SB 389 Basham Natural resources; other; state park, boating access site, and forest 

recreation passport; create. 
 
Senator Birkholz and Senator Basham spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of SB 
388 and SB 389.   
 
Chuck Nelson, representing the Citizens for Michigan State Parks, answered questions and 
submitted a card indicating support for the bills.  
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding SB 388 and SB 389: 

Murdock Jemerson, representing the State Park Citizens Committee, in support 
Doug Novak and James Fackler, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, in 

opposition 
Keith Ledbetter, representing the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 

Association, in opposition 
Ed Noyola, representing the County Road Association of Michigan, in opposition 

 Dave Nyberg, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs, in support 
 
Cards for SB 388 and SB 389 were submitted by: 
 Ron Brenke, representing the American Council of Engineering Companies, in 
opposition 
 Bret Marr, representing the Michigan Boating Industries Association, in support 
 Chris Hackbarth, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support (Senate passed 
versions) 
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 Daniel Eichinger, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in support 
  
Representative Ebli made a motion to adopt SB 388 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  Representative Nerat. (1/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/1/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Roberts made a motion to report SB 388 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  Representative Nerat.  (1/15) 
Pass:  Representative Bledsoe.  (1/15)  (13/1/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to adopt SB 389 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Scripps, Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (14/15) 
Nays:  Representative Nerat. (1/15) 
Pass:  None. (0/15)  (14/1/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meekhof made a motion to amend SB 389 (H-1) as follows. 
 1. Amend page 1, line 1, after "SEC. 805." by striking out all of subsections (1) and 
(2) and inserting "(1) AN APPLICANT FOR THE ISSUANCE OR RENEWAL OF A 
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION MAY SUBMIT A STATE PARK AND STATE-
OPERATED PUBLIC BOATING ACCESS SITE PASSPORT FEE TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE WITH THE APPLICATION. SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION 
(4), THE AMOUNT OF THE RECREATION PASSPORT FEE IS AS FOLLOWS: 
 (A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION (B), $10.00. 
 (B) FOR A MOTORCYCLE, $5.00.  
 (2) IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 217, AN 
APPLICATION FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION SHALL CONTAIN AT 
LEAST THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION, IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE 
FOLLOWING FORMAT AND LANGUAGE, EXCEPT THAT THE AMOUNT OF THE  
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RECREATION PASSPORT FEE SPECIFIED SHALL BE $5.00 FOR A 
MOTORCYCLE: 

 $[AMOUNT] – ANNUAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION OR RENEWAL. 
 $10.00    – ANNUAL AUTHORIZATION TO USE THIS VEHICLE FOR 
             UNLIMITED ENTRY INTO ALL MICHIGAN STATE PARKS 
             AND RECREATION AREAS AND DNR-OPERATED STATE 
             BOATING ACCESS SITES. (CHECK ONE OF THE 
             BOXES BELOW.) 
             ____ I ELECT TO PAY THIS $10.00 FEE. 
             ____ I ELECT NOT TO PAY THIS $10.00 FEE. THIS 
                  VEHICLE WILL NOT BE USED TO ENTER ANY MICHIGAN 
                  STATE PARK OR RECREATION AREA OR LIMITED ENTRY 
                  DNR-OPERATED STATE BOATING ACCESS SITE DURING 
                  THE REGISTRATION PERIOD. 
 $________ – TOTAL AMOUNT DUE.". 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Bledsoe, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  Representative Scripps. (1/15) 
Pass:  Representative Nerat.  (1/15)  (13/1/1/) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Meadows made a motion to report SB 389 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Warren, Ebli, Kennedy, Leland, Meadows, Roberts, Scripps, 
Meekhof, Daley, Haveman, Rick Jones, Pavlov, Wayne Schmidt.  (13/15) 
Nays:  Representative Nerat.  (1/15) 
Pass:  Representative Bledsoe.  (1/15)  (13/1/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Warren declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:02 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Representative Rebekah Warren, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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