
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
HEALTH POLICY 

 
Tuesday, June 16, 2009                       10:30 a.m.                       Room 519 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Corriveau, Segal, Byrum, Coulouris, Donigan, Johnson, Liss, Neumann, 
Roy Schmidt, Simpson, Slavens, Valentine, Womack, Ball, Calley, Crawford, Denby, Green, 
Moore, Paul Scott.          
Members absent/excused: Rep. Marleau.           
 
Representative Segal moved to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2009 meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4597, HB 4598, HB 4599, and HB 4600 before the committee.   
 
HB 4597 Warren Insurance; health; coverage for outpatient mental health and 

substance abuse treatment; provide that coverage cannot be more 
restrictive than coverage for outpatient medical treatment. 

 
HB 4598 Pearce Insurance; health; coverage for inpatient mental health and 

substance abuse treatment; provide that coverage cannot be more 
restrictive than coverage for inpatient medical treatment. 

 
HB 4599 Johnson Insurance; health care corporations; coverage for inpatient mental 

health and substance abuse treatment; provide that coverage cannot 
be more restrictive than coverage for inpatient medical treatment. 

 
HB 4600 Byrnes Insurance; health care corporations; coverage for outpatient mental 

health and substance abuse treatment; provide that coverage cannot 
be more restrictive than coverage for outpatient medical treatment. 

 
Representative Rebecca Warren, sponsor of HB 4597, Representative Tom Pearce, sponsor of  
HB 4598, Representative Bert Johnson, sponsor of HB 4599, and Representative Pam Byrnes,  
sponsor of HB 4600, testified in support of the bills.  Questions and discussion among committee  
members followed.     
 
Judith Kovach of the Michigan Psychological Association testified in support of the bills.  Ms.  
Kovach also submitted written testimony.   
 
Larry Horwitz of the Michigan Health Purchasers Coalition testified in opposition to the bills.   
Mr. Horwitz also submitted written testimony.  Questions and discussion among committee  
members followed.           



W. Paul Mayhue of the Kent County Mental Health Parity Discussion Group testified in support  
of the bills.  Questions and discussion among committee members followed.   
 
Maxine Thome of the Michigan Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers testified  
in support of the bills.  Ms. Thome also submitted written testimony.   
 
Paul Tarr of the MSU Department of Psychiatry testified in support of the bills.   
 
Andrew Dabish of White Lake testified in support of the bills.   
 
Stephanie Harlan of Berkley testified in support of the bills.  Ms. Harlan also submitted written  
testimony.   
 
Kathleen Gross of the Michigan Psychiatric Society testified in support of the bills.  Ms. Gross  
also submitted written testimony.   
 
The following individuals submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to testify: 
 
Lisa Espinoza of Portland.  Ms. Espinoza also submitted written testimony.   
Joe Neller of the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians. 
Nick Ciamitaro of the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees Council  
25. 
Jill Gerrie of the Disability Network of Michigan. 
Denise Sloan of the Michigan Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Randy O'Brien of the Michigan Association of Substance Abuse Coordinating Agencies. 
Noah Smith of the Michigan Counseling Association. 
Bill Tennant of the Mental Health Association in Michigan. 
Ellen Hoekstra of the Michigan Association of School Social Workers and the Michigan  
Association of School Psychologists. 
Arlene Gorelido of the Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan. 
Chris Mitchell of the Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 
Ben Bodkin of the Michigan Association of Counties. 
Joshua Richmond of the Michigan State Medical Society. 
Barbara Lane of the National Alliance On Mental Illness.   
Cheryl Hayes of the National Alliance On Mental Illness. 
Felicia of AARP. 
Walt Bringman of Lambertville.   
Anita Bringman of Lambertville. 
Laurie Parker of the Capital Area Center For Independent Living. 
Kai Goldynia of the Capital Area Center For Independent Living. 
Laurie Parker of PAR Rehab. 
Ellen Weaver of the Capital Area Center For Independent Living. 
Kai Goldynia of Okemos. 
Ellen Weaver of the Disability Network of Michigan. 
Kevin McKinney of the Michigan Osteopathic Association. 
Kevin McKinney of the Michigan Brain Injury Providers Council. 



Kevin McKinney of the Michigan Association of Marriage and Family Therapy. 
Stephanie Johnson of the Michigan Speech Hearing and Language Association. 
Jarret Breznai of Lambertville. 
Ann Breznai of Lambertville. 
Tom Masseau of the Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service. 
Todd Tennis of the Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Leon Judd of the National Alliance On Mental Illness. 
Sean Gehle of Ascension Health of Michigan. 
Ken Fletcher of the Michigan Nurses Association. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to testify: 
 
Wendy Block of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Block also submitted written  
testimony.   
Amanda Radaz of the National Federation of Independent Business.  Ms. Radaz also submitted  
written testimony.   
Nadine Nosal of the UAW International Union. 
Kim Teachout of the UAW National Community Action Program. 
Kristin Kraft of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. 
Jennifer Spike of the Michigan Manufacturers Association. 
Mike Batterbee of the Small Business Association of Michigan.   
 
Representative Coulouris moved to excuse the absence of Representative Marleau.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.   
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:12 
p.m. 
 
Representative Marc Corriveau, Chair____________________________________________ 
 
Dan Stump, Committee Clerk 
House Health Policy Committee 
Dstump@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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