
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
 ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS 

 
November 9, 2010                                      11:30 a.m.                Room 327 House Office Building 
 
 Chair Donigan called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Rep. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Lund, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Absent and excused were:  Rep. Haugh, Meekhof. 
 
Rep. Bledsoe moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held June 29, 2010.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Rep. Young moved to excuse the members that were absent.   The motion prevailed. 
 
Chair Donigan laid before the Committee SB 395 - Kahn - Property tax; assessment notice; 
revise time to 30 days. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized Dave Biswas representing Senator Kahn who explained SB 395 to 
members of the Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs Committee. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized the following person who testified that he was not in opposition to SB 
395. 
 
Bill Anderson representing the Michigan Township Association. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 395 but did not want to testify. 
 
Michelle Brant representing the Michigan Association of Realtors. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 395 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
M. L. Mickey Knight representing the Michigan Assessors Association. 
 
Rep. Young moved to report out SB 395 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 6-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Rep. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Young, Lund, Denby, 
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Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Donigan laid before the Committee HB 6251 - Lahti - Economic development; downtown 
development authorities; refinancing of certain qualified refunding obligations; allow. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized Rep. Lahti who explained HB 6251 to members of the 
Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs Committee. 
 
Rep. Barnett moved to report out HB 6251 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
did not prevail, the vote being 5-2-0. 
 
ADVERSE ROLL CALL:   
 
Yeas: Rep. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Young, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  Reps. Lund, Denby, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Donigan moved to reconsider the vote by which HB 6251 failed to pass and passed that 
motion temporarily.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Chair Donigan laid before the Committee SB 715 - Van Woerkom - Drains; financing; notice of 
review of apportionment of benefits; require additional information. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized the following people who testified in opposition to SB 715. 
 
Susan Julian representing the Michigan Drain Code Coalition. 
Bill McMaster representing the Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized Derek Bajema representing Senator Van Woerkom who explained SB 
715 to members of the Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs Committee. 
 
Chair Donigan recognized the following people who testified with a neutral position on SB 715. 
 
Tom Hickson representing the Michigan Association of County Drain Commissioners 
Michelle Byrd representing the Michigan Association of County Drain Commissioners 
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The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 715 but did not want to testify. 
 
Nancy Nyquist representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture. 
Rebecca Park representing the Michigan Farm Bureau. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 715 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
William Bishop representing himself. 
 
Rep. Kennedy moved to report out SB 715 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 6-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Donigan, Kennedy, Young, Lund, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Reps. Barnett, Bledsoe. 
 
Chair Donigan stated that the Committee would return to HB 6251.   
 
Chair Donigan moved to reconsider the vote by which HB 6251 failed to pass, without objection 
the motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Young moved to report out HB 6251 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 6-2-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  Reps. Lund, Denby, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Donigan laid before the Committee the following package of bills. 
 
SB 1234 - Jacobs - Economic development; corridor improvement; incentives to invest in public 
transit development; provide for. 
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SB 1235 - Cropsey - Local government; authorities; building authorities; include reference to 
transit-oriented facilities. 
 
SB 1236 - Gilbert - Economic development; commercial redevelopment; incentives to invest in 
transit-oriented facilities and transit-oriented development; provide for. 
 
SB 1238 - Thomas - Economic development; tax increment financing; incentives to invest in 
transit-oriented facilities and transit-oriented development; provide for. 
 
Chair Donigan explained SB 1234, SB 1235, SB 1236 and SB 1238 to members of the 
Intergovernmental and Regional Affairs Committee. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 1234, SB 1235, SB 1236 and 
SB 1238 but did not want to testify. 
 
Katie Fritz representing Commercial Economic Development Association of Michigan. 
Tim Fischer representing the Michigan Environmental Council. 
Chris Hackbarth representing the Michigan Municipal League. 
Bill Zaagman representing the Michigan Public Transit Association. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 1234, SB 1235, SB 1236 
and SB 1238 and wanted to testify but there was insufficient time. 
 
Bill McMaster representing Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation. 
 
Rep. Barnett moved to report out SB 1234 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 7-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  Rep. Lund, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Barnett moved to report out SB 1235 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 7-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
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Nays:  Rep. Lund, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Young moved to report out SB 1236 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Rep. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Lund, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Young moved to report out SB 1238 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 7-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Donigan, Barnett, Bledsoe, Kennedy, Young, Denby, Wayne Schmidt, 
 
Nays:  Rep. Lund, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Donigan stated that SB 1233 and SB 1237 that were on the agenda for today would not be 
discussed at the meeting today. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 1233 and SB 1237 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Katie Fritz representing the Commercial Economic Development Association of Michigan. 
Tim Fischer representing the Michigan Environmental Council. 
Chris Hackbarth representing the Michigan Municipal League. 
Bill Zaagman representing the Michigan Transit Association. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 1233 and SB 1237 and 
wanted to testify. 
 
Bill McMaster representing Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation. 
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The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 1233 and wanted to testify. 
 
Scott Schrager representing the Michigan Department of Treasury. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in opposition to SB 1237 and did not want to 
testify. 
 
Brenda Lawson representing the Department of Community Health. 
Larry Horvath representing the Department of Community Health. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Donigan adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 12:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                           _______________________________ 
                                                                                              Representative Marie Donigan, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Acting Clerk                   
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