
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark Meadows, 
Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Amash moved to adopt the minutes of the January 20, 2010, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5655, 5656 and 5668 before the committee: 
 
HB 5655 Espinoza Crimes; animals; forfeiture of real property used in the commission of 

animal fighting; allow. 
 
HB 5656 Espinoza Crimes; animals; racketeering statute; include animal fighting as 

predicate offense and revise certain in rem forfeiture provisions. 
 
HB 5668 Johnson Civil procedure; civil actions; property on which animal fighting is 

conducted; declare to be a nuisance. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Espinoza, sponsor of HB 5655 and HB 5656, explained his bills to the committee. 
 
Amy Slameka and Raj Prasad, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office, testified in support 
of the bills. 
 
Representative Johnson, sponsor of HB 5668, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Cal Morgan, President and CEO of the Michigan Humane Society, supports the bills. 
 
Allie Phillips, J.D., Vice President of Public Policy, and Tracy Coppola, J.D., M.S.E.L., Legislative 
Analyst, representing the American Humane Association, supports HB 5655 and HB 5656. 
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Anna M. Scott, Chair, representing the Animal Law Section – State Bar of Michigan, supports HB 5655 
and HB 5656. 
 
Jeff Sauter, Eaton County Prosecutor, supports HB 5668. 
 
Representative Corriveau moved to report HB 5655 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas,  
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt the substitute (H-3) to HB 5656. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 5656 with recommendation as substitute (H-3). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representative Amash, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5668 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Amash. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5661, HB 5666 and HB 5667 before the committee: 
 
HB 5661 McDowell Crime victims; other; assessments against certain criminal defendants 

and juvenile offenders; increase. 
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HB 5666 Bauer Crime victims; other; allocation of excess revenue in crime victim's 
rights fund; modify. 

 
HB 5667 Schuitmaker Crime victims; compensation; amount of awards; increase. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Bauer, sponsor of HB 5666, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Representative McDowell, sponsor of HB 5661, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker, sponsor of HB 5667, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Kathy Hagenian, representing the Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, testified in support 
of the bills in concept. 
 
Jeff Sauter, Eaton County Prosecutor, and Heather Hicks, representing the Prosecuting Attorney 
Association of Michigan, testified and submitted a handout in support of the bills. 
 
Beth Adcock, representing the Crime Victim Services Commission, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Amy Koestner, representing Borgess Medical Center and the Michigan Trauma Coalition, supports the 
bills. 
 
Rick Winters, RN, representing Borgess Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, supports the bills. 
 
Sean Gehle, representing Ascension Health of Michigan, supports HB 5666. 
 
Deborah Wodarek, MSN, RN, CEN, representing Metro Health, supports the bills. 
 
Deanne Krajkowski, representing Covenant Healthcare, supports the bills. 
 
Kathy Ribbens, RN, MSN, CEN, representing Spectrum Health, N.E., supports the bills. 
 
Kathleen Coleman, RN, BSN, representing Hurley Trauma Center 7B, supports the bills. 
 
Shamarie Regenold, representing Munson Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Jodi McCollum, Trauma Program Manager, Marquette General Hospital, supports the bills. 
 
Susan Huel, RN, CSTR, representing St. Joseph Mercy Hospital – Trauma, supports the bills. 
 
Doug Paterson, representing the Michigan Primary Care Association, supports the bills. 
 
James Wagner, MD, Director of Trauma Services, Hurley Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Jon Walsh, MD, representing Bronson Methodist Hospital, supports the bills. 
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Amy Anderson, RN, BSN, representing Oakwood Annapolis Hospital, supports the bills. 
 
Deborah Niedbala, Trauma Coordinator, Children’s Hospital of Michigan (Detroit), supports the bills. 
 
Renee Link, RHIT CSTR, CAISS, representing Hurley Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Thomas M. Blok, MD, representing Borgess Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Laureen Herzog, representing Borgess Trauma Services, supports the bills. 
 
Jodie Vining, representing Borgess Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Pat Manion, RN, representing Genesys Regional Medical Center, supports the bills. 
 
Madonna Walters, representing St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, supports the bills. 
 
Lynn Weimeister, representing Beaumont Hospitals, supports the bills. 
 
Katherine Knoll, representing the American Heart Association, supports HB 5666. 
 
Amy Zaagman, representing the Michigan Council for Maternal & Child Health, supports the bills. 
 
Don Edwards and Michelle Mora, representing the Michigan Emergency Medical Services Coordination 
Committee (EMSCC), supports the bills. 
 
Dr. John Fath, representing Oakwood Healthcare System, supports the bills. 
 
Linda Witt, RN, BSN, Trauma Program Coordinator, St. John Hospital, supports the bills. 
 
Mark Lemoine, representing Spectrum Health, supports the bills. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5661 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representative Amash, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Kowall moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5666. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
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Representative Schuitmaker moved to report HB 5666 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representative Amash, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Bettie Scott moved to report HB 5667 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5675 before the committee: 
 
HB 5675 Hammel Corrections; jails; release of certain county jail inmates for purpose of 

deportation; allow. 
 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Tom Hicks, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Lauren Dutcher from Rep. Hammel’s Office, explained the bill to the committee. 
 
The following person submitted written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Robert J. Pickell, Genessee County Sheriff, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5675. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 5675 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-4. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid SB 713 before the committee: 
 
SB 713 Kahn Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

gang recruitment and retaliation violations; enact. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Dave Biswas from Senator Kahn’s office explained the bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Corriveau moved to report SB 713 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:39 
a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 9 Minutes 
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