
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009    10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
The Clerk read the letter from Speaker Dillon appointing the committee members. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m., Room 521 of the House Office 
Building as the scheduled day, time, and place for the Judiciary Committee to meet.  
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows announced that the Standing Committee on Judiciary shall follow the 
Uniform Committee Rules, pursuant to Rule 34 of the Standing Rules of the House of 
Representatives. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4071, HB 4072, HB 4073, HB 4074, HB 4075, HB 4076, HB 4077, 
HB 4078 and HB 4079 before the committee. 
 
HB 4071 Smith Retirement; legislative; administration of health care benefits; 

move to office of retirement. 
 
HB 4072 Meadows Retirement; state employees; consolidation of employee retirement 

health care funds with employee health care funds; provide for. 
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HB 4073 Hammel Retirement; other; public employee retirement health care trust; 
provide for. 

 
HB 4074 Valentine State financing and management; bonds; bonding authority for 

prefunded retiree health care; provide for. 
 
HB 4075 Corriveau State financing and management; bonds; bonding authority for 

prefunded retiree health care; provide for. 
 
HB 4076 Valentine Retirement; state employees; membership eligibility for retirement 

board; modify. 
 
HB 4077 Marleau State financing and management; bonds; bonding authority for 

prefunded retiree health care; provide for. 
 
HB 4078 Calley Retirement; judges; consolidation of employee retirement health 

care funds with employee health care funds; provide for. 
 
HB 4079 Moss Retirement; state police; consolidation of employee retirement 

health care funds; provide for. 
 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Moss, sponsor of HB 4079, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Alan Wilk, representing Dykema, gave a presentation regarding HB 4073. Mr. Wilk submitted a 
handout to the committee. 
 
Representative Hammel, sponsor of HB 4073, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Scott Buhrer, Chief Financial Officer of the City of Grand Rapids, testified in support of HB 4072, 
HB 4074 and HB 4075. 
 
Jim O'Connor, Finance Director for the City of Dearborn and Mike McGee, representing Miller 
Canfield, testified in support of the HB 4074, HB 4075 and HB 4077.  Mr. O'Connor submitted 
suggested amendments from Girard Miller. 
 
Bob Kopasz and Alvin Whitfield, representing the Michigan State Employees Retirement 
Association (SERA) Council, testified in opposition to HB 4702.  Mr. Kopasz submitted written 
testimony. 
 
Nick Ciaramitaro, Director of Legislative & Public Policy, AFSME, testified indicating mixed 
positions on the bills. 
 
Ellen Hoekstra from Capital Services, representing the International Union of Operating Engineers 
(IUOE), testified in support of HB 4079. 
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Jack Minore, representing the AFL-CIO, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Mike Moquin, General Counsel for the Municipal Employees' Retirement System (MERS), testified 
in support of HB 4073, HB 4074, HB 4075 and HB 4077. 
 
Bob Burns, Michigan Department of Management and Budget and Kathy Tober, Michigan Office of 
Retirement Services, testified in support of HB 4073, opposing HB 4076, HB 4079 and indicating 
neutrality on HB 4071, HB 4072 and HB 4078. 
 
Chairman Meadows submitted informational handouts to the committee. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Cynthia Paul, representing the Service Employees International Union (SEIU), opposes the bills. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the International Union-UAW, opposes the bills. 
 
Summer Hallwood Minnick, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports HB 4074, HB 
4075 and HB 4077. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:25 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour 55 Minutes 
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