
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Coulouris and Kowall. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5745 before the committee: 
 
HB 5745 Lipton Torts; medical malpractice; cap on damages; provide exception if 

defendant falsifies medical records. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Lipton, sponsor of HB 5745, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Erich Speckin, representing Speckin Forensics, testified and submitted handouts in support of 
the bill. 
 
Dan Schulte, representing the Michigan State Medical Society, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Dick Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, opposes the bill. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, opposes the bill. 
 
George Carr, representing the Property Casualty Insurance Association, opposes the bill. 
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Laura Kline, representing American Physicians Insurance Company, opposes the bill. 
 
Mike Reynolds, representing ProAssurance, opposes the bill. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4970 before the committee: 
 
HB 4970 Walsh Torts; liability; waiver of claims of liability against a sponsor or 

organizer of children's athletic and recreational activities; allow 
parent to sign. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Walsh, sponsor of HB 4970, explained his bill and submitted written testimony 
to the committee.  
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill in concept. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4970. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Kandrevas. 
 

Representative Schuitmaker offered the following amendment to HB 4970 (H-1): 
 
 1.  Amend page 1, line 9, after “EITHER” by inserting “OR BOTH”. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 4970 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-5. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Schuitmaker, Amash, 
Haveman, Rick Jones and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau and Warren. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5783 before the committee: 
 
HB 5783 Meadows Courts; juries; eligibility to postpone jury service of students; expand 

to include full-time higher education students. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chairman Meadows, sponsor of HB 5783, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Philip Ellison testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Warren moved to report HB 5783 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas,  
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5819 before the committee: 
 
HB 5819 Meadows Environmental protection; other; private court action against landfill 

for NREPA violations; prohibit if DNRE is pursuing administrative 
action. 

TESTIMONY 
 
Chairman Meadows, sponsor of HB 5819, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Dennis McGinty, attorney, representing the City of East Lansing, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Frank Ruswick, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 
testified in support of the bill with an amendment. 
 
David Smith, an environmental specialist, representing the City of East Lansing, supports the 
bill. 
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The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, supports the bill with an 
amendment. 
 
Pat McKay, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 
supports the bill with an amendment. 
 
Chris Hackbarth, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to adopt the minutes of the March 3, 2010, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to excuse Representatives Coulouris and Kowall from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5854 before the committee: 
 
HB 5854 Meadows Higher education; governing boards; authority to set amount of civil 

fines for certain civil infractions; revise. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chairman Meadows, sponsor of HB 5854, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Steve Webster, Vice President of Government Affairs for Michigan State University, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Jim Dunlop, representing the Michigan State University Police Department, testified in support of 
the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:18 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 48 Minutes 
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