
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, March 25, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Rocca. 
 
Representative Bettie Scott moved to adopt the minutes from the March 18, 2009, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4509 and HB 4510 before the committee: 
 
HB 4509 Meadows Corrections; prisoners; commutation hearings and procedures; 

expedite for commutations based on physical or mental incapacity 
or if prisoner is terminally ill. 

 
HB 4510 Rick Jones Corrections; prisoners; commutation hearings and procedures; 

clarify provision regarding medical commutations. 
 
TESTIMONY 
  
Barbara Levine, representing the Citizens Alliance on Prisoners & Public Spending (CAPPS), 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
Sue Polick testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Bryan Crenshaw, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, supports the bills. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, supports the bills. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 4509 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 4510 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 4680 before the committee: 
 
HB 4680   Meadows Insurance; no-fault; serious impairment of body function; define. 
  Insurance: no-fault 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Colin Ford and George Sinas, representing the Coalition Protecting Auto No-Fault (CPAN), 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Jules Olsman, representing the Negligence Law Section, State Bar of Michigan, testified in support 
of the bill. 
 
Tom Hay, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
George Carr, representing the Property Casualty Insurance Association of America, testified in 
opposition of the bill. 
 
Peter Kuhmeneuch, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bill. 
 
Lynn Brouwers, representing the Michigan Brain Injury Providers Council, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted written testimony and/or a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Dawn Brunner, representing the Hope Network, did not indicate a position on the bill. 
 
Phil Weaver, representing the Hope Network, supports the bill. 
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Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
 
Scott Hummel, representing the Michigan Association of Insurance Agents, opposes the bill. 
 
Michael Dabbs, representing the Brain Injury Association of Michigan, supports the bill. 
 
Teri Morante, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition submitted written testimony in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
Carol Hutchinson, representing Farmers Insurance, opposes the bill. 
 
Carl Alden, representing the Michigan Association of Chiropractors as a CPAN member, supports 
the bill. 
 
Mike DeGrow, representing the Michigan Association of Physician Assistants, supports the bill. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Orthopaedic Society, supports the bill. 
 
Robert Stein, representing the Michigan Assisted Living Association, supports the bill. 
 
Kevin McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association, supports the bill. 
 
Nadine Nosal, representing the UAW (United Auto Workers), supports the bill. 
 
John Cornack, representing the Eisenhower Center, supports the bill. 
 
Richard Rondeau, representing Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Chairman Meadows placed the committee at ease at 12:13 p.m. 
The committee reconvened at 12:26 p.m. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4680 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott and Warren, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to excuse Representative Rocca from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:28 p.m. 
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____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 58 Minutes 
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