
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, April 22, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Corriveau. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4535 and HB 4820 an before the committee: 
 
HB 4535 Byrnes Children; abuse or neglect; conditions involving termination of 

parental rights; expand. 
 
HB 4820 Byrnes Children; abuse or neglect; conditions involving termination of 

parental rights in child protection law; restrict. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4535. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Warren, 
Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Byrnes, sponsor of HB 4535 and HB 4820, explained her bills to the committee. 
 
Judge Lisa Sullivan, representing Governor Granholm's Task Force on Children's Justice, testified 
and submitted written testimony in support of HB 4535.  
 
Tobin Miller, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, testified in support of the 
bills. 
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The following people submitted written testimony and/or a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Children's Law Section, State Bar of Michigan, supports HB 4535. 
 
John Tuinstra, representing the Citizens for Parental Rights, supports the bills. 
 
Erin Knott, representing the Michigan Citizen Action, supports the bills. 
 
Donald N. Duquette, Clinical Professor of Law and Director, representing the Child Advocacy Law 
Clinic, supports HB 4535. 
 
Melvin Haga, Executive Director, representing the Michigan County Social Services Association, 
opposes HB 4535. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4535 with recommendation, as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 4820 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4131 before the committee: 
 
HB 4131 Smith Children; adoption; second parent adoption; provide for. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Smith, sponsor of HB 4131, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Jane Bassett, representing the Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality, Inc. (CARE), testified and 
submitted a handout in support of the bill. 
 
Jan Weaver, representing the Morning Star Adoption Center, testified in support of the bill. 
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Monica Linkner, representing the Family Law Section, State Bar of Michigan, testified in support of 
the bill. 
 
Dr. John Palladino, representing (CARE), testified in support of the bill. 
 
Maria Valenti testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Russell Ames, Ph.D. testified in support of the bill. 
 
Susan Grettenberger testified in support of the bill. 
 
Dawn Mead, representing Child & Family Services, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Maxine Thome, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Linda Burghardt, representing the National Association of Social Workers of Michigan, testified  
and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Elizabeth Thompson, representing the Michigan Women's Commission, testified in support of the 
bill. 
 
Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Psychological Association, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Joe Jurecki testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
John Tuinstra, representing the Citizens for Parental Rights, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Amanda Shelton, representing (CARE), testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted written testimony and/or a card and did not speak: 
 
Zahkia Smith indicated neutrality on the bill. 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, opposes the bill. 
 
Bernadette Brown, representing the Triangle Foundation, supports the bill. 
 
Joan Bennett, representing Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality, Inc. (CARE), supports the bill. 
 
Alicia Perez-Banuet, LGBT Task Force Chair, representing Michigan NOW, supports the bill. 
 
Dan Jarvis, representing the Michigan Family Forum, opposes the bill. 
 
Tobin Miller, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services, Children Services, supports 
the bill. 
 
Erin Knott, representing Michigan Citizen Action, supports the bill. 
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Judy Karandjeff, Executive Director, representing the Michigan Women's Commission, supports the 
bill. 
 
Pepper Hamilton LLP, representing the Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality, Inc. (CARE), 
supports the bill. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker offered the following amendment to HB 4131 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 3, after "SECTION" by inserting a comma and "EXCEPT 
THAT THIS PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS". 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 6-8-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Warren, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Lipton offered the following amendments to HB 4131 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 7, line 2, after "to" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"CHAPTER" on line 4 and inserting "OR HAS JOINED IN AN ADOPTION PETITION WITH 
THE PARENT HAVING LEGAL CUSTODY OF THE CHILD". 
 2. Amend page 7, line 22, after "to" by striking out the balance of the line through 
"CHAPTER" on line 23 and inserting "OR HAS JOINED IN AN ADOPTION PETITION 
WITH THE PETITIONER". 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-6-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Warren, 
 Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Warren moved to report HB 4131 with recommendation, as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-6-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Warren, 
 Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
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 Pass:   None. 
 
Representative Warren moved to adopt the minutes from the April 1, 2009, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to excuse Representative Corriveau from the committee.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:01 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 31 Minutes 
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