
 
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, 
Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Haveman. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5797, HB 5799, HB 5800 and HB 5801 before the committee: 
 
HB 5797 Kowall State financing and management; other; implementation of section 

29 of article IX of the state constitution; provide for, and repeal 
1979 PA 101. 

 
HB 5799 McDowell Administrative procedure; rules; delegation of legislative authority 

that violates constitutional prohibition against unfunded mandates; 
nullify under certain circumstances. 

 
HB 5800 Kennedy Civil procedure; other; court rules addressing actions under 

sections 25 to 32 of article IX of the state constitution; recommend 
revisions. 

 
HB 5801 Mayes Legislature; committees; certain reports regarding section 29 of 

article IX of the state constitution; require the house and senate 
fiscal agencies to issue. 

TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Kowall, sponsor of HB 5797, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Bob Daddow, Amanda VanDuson and Dennis Pollard, representing the Legislative Commission 
on Statutory Mandates, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Chief Judge William B. Murphy of the Michigan Court of Appeals testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to HB 5800. 
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Mitch Bean, Director of the House Fiscal Agency, testified and submitted written testimony 
indicating neutrality on the bills. 
 
Tom Hickman, Larry Emig and Jon Campbell, representing the Michigan Association of 
Counties, testified in support of the bills. 
 
David Martell, representing the Michigan School Business Officials, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the April 28, 2010, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to excuse Representative Haveman from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League and Ingham County, testified in support 
of the bills. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5797. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren, Amash and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5799. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, Warren, 
Amash and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5801. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, Warren, 
Amash and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
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The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Chris Hyzer, Montcalm County Administrator, supports the bills. 
 
Gerald Peregord, representing the School Equity Caucus, supports the bills. 
 
Elizabeth Lyon and Janet Welch, representing the State Bar of Michigan, indicated neutrality on HB 
5800. 
 
Sandra Schultz Mengel, Chief Clerk of the Michigan Court of Appeals, opposes HB 5800. 
 
Marvin Hinga, Finance Director for the City of South Haven, supports the bills. 
 
James Ryan of Public Affairs Associates, Inc., representing the Oakland County Board of 
Commissioners, supports the bills. 
 
Peter Spadafore, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, supports the bills. 
 
Rebecca Rocho, representing the Calhoun Intermediate School District, supports the bills. 
 
Mike Pumford, representing the Kent Intermediate School District, supports the bills. 
 
Robert Leferre, representing the Macomb Intermediate School District, supports the bills. 
 
Judy Allen, representing Oakland Schools, supports the bills. 
 
Kathy Merry, representing the Wayne County Regional Educational Service Agency (RESA), 
supports the bills. 
 
David Zuhlke, representing the Middle Cities Education Association, supports the bills. 
 
Bob Kefgen, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators (MASA) and the 
Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators (MAISA), supports the bills. 
 
Mike Gadola, representing the Michigan Supreme Court, has concerns with HB 5800 and would like 
to work with the sponsor and committee members. 
 
William Federspiel, representing Saginaw County, supports HB 5797, HB 5799 and HB 5801. 
 
Robert Karl, representing Saginaw County, supports HB 5797, HB 5799 and HB 5801. 
 
David Bertram supports the substitute (H-1) versions to HB 5797, HB 5799 and HB 5801. 
 
Joe Palamara, Wayne County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Leo Farhat, Eaton County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Ann Doyle, Saginaw County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
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David Peruski, Chairman of the Huron County Board of Commissioners, supports the bills. 
 
Dennis Krafft, Saginaw County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Judy Lincoln, Saginaw County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Clark Elftman, Huron County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Bob Myers, Lake County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Paul McNamara, Clinton County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Jim Holtrop, Ottawa County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Frank Thompson, Kalamazoo County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Tom Mullaney, Alpena County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Jack Urban, Kalamazoo County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Ken Wenzel, Lake County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Jim Van Doren, Lenawee County Commissioner, supports the bill. 
 
Terry Burns, Allegan County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
Debbie Squires, representing Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals Association 
(MEMSPA), supports the bills. 
 
Kristin Judge, representing the Washtenaw County Commission, supports the bills. 
 
Mike Hansen, representing the Community College Association, supports the bills. 
 
Jerry Griffin, representing the Wayne County Executive Office, supports the bills. 
 
David Woodward, Oakland County Commissioner, supports the bills. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
11:57 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
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1 Hour and 27 Minutes 
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