
 
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, 
Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5826, 5827, 5828, 5845, 5847, 5916, 5917, 5853 and 5843 before the 
committee: 
 
HB 5826 Byrnes Civil procedure; other; publication of legal notices; remove requirements from 

revised judicature act. 
 
HB 5827 Byrnes Natural resources; other; reference to definition of newspaper in the natural 

resources and environmental protection act; revise to reflect repeal of statutory 
definition. 

 
HB 5828 Byrnes Communications; newspapers and magazines; methods for publication of legal 

notices; modify. 
 
HB 5845 Haveman Townships; charter; posting of legal notices as alternative to publishing; provide 

for. 
 
HB 5847 Tyler Townships; general law; posting of legal notices as alternative to publishing; 

provide for. 
 
HB 5916 Lund Villages; general law; posting of legal notices as alternative to publishing; 

provide for. 
 
HB 5917 Lund Villages; home rule; posting of legal notices as alternatives to publishing; 

provide for. 
 
HB 5853 Hammel Counties; other; methods for public notice disclosure; expand. 
 
HB 5848 Geiss Cities; home rule; posting of legal notices as alternative to publishing; provide 

for. 
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Representative Byrnes, sponsor of HB 5826, HB 5827 and HB 5828, explained her bills to the 
committee. 
 
Representatives Geiss, sponsor of HB 5848, explained his bill to the committee.   
 
Representative Lund, sponsor of HB 5916 and HB 5917, explained his bills to the committee. 
 
Representative Tyler, sponsor of HB 5847, explained her bill to the committee.   
 
Representative Byrnes moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5828. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Byrnes offered the following amendment to HB 5828 (H-1): 
 
 1.  Amend page 5, line 18, by striking out all of enacting section 1 and inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Bill No. 5826 of 
the 95th Legislature is enacted into law.".  
 
Representative Byrnes moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Haveman moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5845. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5847. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5916. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Amash moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5917. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Constan moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5853. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Kandrevas moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5848. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

TESTIMONY 
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Brad Thompson, representing Detroit Legal News Publishing, testified in support of HB 5826, HB 
5827 and HB 5828 and in opposition of HB 5845, 5847, 5916, 5917, 5853 and 5843. 
 
Alan Canady from the Clark Hill law firm, representing the Detroit Legal News, testified in 
opposition of HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5916, HB 5917, HB 5853 and HB 5848. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the May 5, 2010, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows called Vice-Chair Lipton to the chair. 
 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified and submitted handouts 
in support of HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5916, HB 5917, HB 5853 and HB 5848. 
 
Jackie Beaudry, representing the City of Ann Arbor, testified in support of HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 
5916, HB 5917, HB 5853 and HB 5848. 
 
Cheryl Kaechele, representing the Allegan County News, the Michigan Press Association, and the 
National Newspaper Association, testified in opposition to HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5848, HB 5916, 
HB 5917 and HB 5853. 
 
Bill McMaster, Chairman, representing the Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation, testified in 
opposition to HB 5826, HB 5827, HB 5828, HB 5845, HB 5847 and HB 5848. 
 
Evan Hope and Joel Hondorp, representing the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks, testified 
in support of the bills. 
 
Pam Mazich, representing the Oakland City Clerks Association Legislative Committee, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Janice Winfrey, representing the Detroit City Clerk's Office, testified in support of HB 5848. 
 
Ronald Griffin, representing St. Joseph Charter Township, testified and submitted a handout in 
support of HB 5847. 
 
Terry Bennett, representing Canton Township, testified in support of the bills. 
 
David Bertram and Mary Helmbrecht, representing the Michigan Townships Association (MTA) 
and the Meridian Charter Township, testified in support of HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5853, HB 5916 
and HB 5917. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (MAC), supports HB 5853. 
 
Dirk Milliman, representing the Michigan Press Association, opposes HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5848, 
HB 5916, HB 5917 and HB 5853. 
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Phil Guyeskey, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes HB 5845, 5847, 5916, 
5917, 5853 and 5848. 
 
David Lossing, Mayor of the City of Linden, supports HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5916, HB 5917, HB 
5853 and HB 5848. 
 
Bill Black, representing the Teamsters, opposes HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 5916, HB 5917, HB 5853 
and HB 5848. 
 
Gayle Miller, representing the Sierra Club, indicated neutrality on the bills. 
 
James Clift, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, opposes the bills. 
 
Mike MacLaren, representing the Michigan Press Association, opposes HB 5845, HB 5847, HB 
5916, HB 5917, HB 5853 and HB 5848 and supports HB 5826, HB 5827 and HB 5828. 
 
Morey and Joanne Butler of Croton Township in Newaygo County, oppose the bills. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Vice-Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 1:04 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 34 Minutes 
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