
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representative Rocca. 
 
Representative Bettie Scott  moved to excuse Representatives Haveman and Corriveau from the 
committee meeting on May 6, 2009.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous 
consent. 
 
Representative Warren moved to adopt the minutes of the April 29 and May 6, 2009, meetings.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4405 before the committee: 
 
HB 4405 Coulouris Criminal procedure; expunction; record expunction for certain 

offenders; provide for. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Coulouris, sponsor of HB 4405, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Bishop Marvin Pryor from the Victorious Believers Ministries Church, testified in support of 
the bill. 
 
Stephanie Woods, representing her daughter Yashica Ellis, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Yashica Ellis, representing herself, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Sheltrown, representing the 103rd District, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Justin Carlson, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Ken Carlson, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. 
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David Morse, Livingston County Prosecuting Attorney, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association of Michigan (PAAM), testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Bryan Crenshaw, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, supports the bill. 
 
Todd Tennis, representing the Center for Civil Justice, supports the bill. 
 
Elizabeth Lyon, representing the State Bar of Michigan, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Bettie Scott moved to report HB 4405 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 4918, HB 4919, HB 4920 and HB 4921 before the committee: 
 
HB 4918 Rick Jones Criminal procedure; probation; certain provisions regarding 

lifetime probationers; clarify. 
 
HB 4919 Scripps Criminal procedure; probation; persons sentenced to lifetime 

probation for certain drug crimes; clarify applicability of statute. 
 
HB 4920 Johnson Corrections; parole; eligibility for parole for certain prisoners; 

revise. 
 
HB 4921 Kowall Criminal procedure; sentencing; reference to major controlled 

substance offenses; eliminate. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Andy Mutavdzija from Representative Bert Johnson's office testified in support of HB 4920. 
 
Representative Scripps, sponsor of HB 4919, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Laura Sager, representing Families Against Mandatory Minimums (FAMM), testified in support of 
the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
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Bryan Crenshaw, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, supports the bills. 
 
K.C. Steckelburg, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan (PAAM), 
indicated neutrality on the bills. 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, supports the bills. 
 
Representative Kowall moved to report HB 4918 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4919 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Bettie Scott moved to report HB 4920 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 4921 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4835 and HB 4836 before the committee: 
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HB 4835 Stanley Civil rights; general discrimination; sentencing guidelines for bias-
motivated crimes; enact. 

 
HB 4836 Robert Jones Crimes; other; bias-motivated crime; prohibit and provide 

penalties. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Robert Jones, sponsor of HB 4836, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Stanley, sponsor of HB 4835, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Gary Glenn, representing the American Family Association of Michigan, testified and 
submitted written testimony in opposition to HB 4836. 
 
Brian Mackie, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan (PAAM), 
testified in support of HB 4836. 
 
Lori Vinson, representing Kelvin W. Scott, Director of the Michigan Department of Civil 
Rights, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Dan Levy, representing the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, testified and submitted a 
handout in support of the bills. 
 
Phil Volk testified in support of the bills. 
 
Melissa Pope, representing the Triangle Foundation, testified in support of the bills. 
 
C. William Westerfield, representing the Mt. Pleasant Area Diversity Group, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of HB 4835. 
 
Representative McMillin testified in opposition to HB 4836. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Unity Michigan supports the bills. 
 
Sook Wilkinson, Ph.D., representing the Advisory Council on Asian Pacific Affairs, Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights, supports the bills. 
 
Thomas Costello, representing the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion, supports the 
bills. 
 
Patti Casdell, representing the Grand Rapids Community Relations Commission, supports the bills. 
 
Judy Karandjeff, representing the Michigan Women's Commission, supports the bills. 
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Betsy Kellman, Regional Director, representing the Anti-Defamation League, supports the bills. 
 
Cynthia Paul, representing Pride-At-Work-Michigan, supports the bills. 
 
Tom Masseau, representing the Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc., supports the bills. 
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, supports the bills. 
 
Mary Lovik, representing the Michigan Domestic Violence Prevention & Treatment Board, supports 
HB 4836. 
 
Bill Johnson, representing the American Decency Association, opposes HB 4836. 
 
Mary Pollock, representing the Michigan National Organization for Women, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4835 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Warren, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Warren moved to report HB 4836 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-5-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott and Warren, 

Nays:  Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 
Pass:   None. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
1:02 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
mabdur@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 32 Minutes 
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