
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Tuesday, May 26, 2009   9:00 a.m. Room 352 Capitol Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Bettie Scott. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4977 before the committee: 
 
HB 4977 Kandrevas Corrections; alternatives; participation in community corrections 

programs; use objective risk and needs assessment. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Dennis Schrantz, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill.  Questions and discussion followed.  
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 4977 with recommendation.   
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-1-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Coulouris, Kandrevas,  
Warren, Haveman, Rick Jones,  

Nays:  Representative Rocca, 
Pass:   Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash and Kowall. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 4518, HB 4594, HB 4595 and HB 4596 before the committee: 
 
HB 4518 Johnson Crimes; penalties; penalties for certain crimes of imprisonment for 

life without parole eligibility; amend Michigan penal code to 
exclude application to juvenile offenders. 
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HB 4594 Warren Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing individual convicted as 
a juvenile to imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; 
prohibit. 

 
HB 4595 Scripps Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing juvenile to 

imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; amend probate 
code of 1939 to prohibit. 

 
HB 4596 Robert Jones Corrections; parole; parole of certain juvenile offenders sentenced 

to imprisonment for life; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Barbara Pierce, representing Karen King, testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
John Shea, representing the Prisons and Corrections Section, State Bar of Michigan, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Michael Sepic, representing the Berrien County Prosecutor's Office on behalf of a murder victim's 
family, testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Barbara Clark testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Gary and Linda Conat, representing themselves, testified in support of HB 4596. 
 
Donna Baudoux, representing herself, testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Betty Strunk, representing Karl Strunk, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the 
bills. 
 
Gregory King, representing his family, testified in opposition to the HB 4596. 
 
Ken Grunow, representing Amnesty International, testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bills. 
 
James Lanford, representing himself, testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Sue McFall, representing Oscar Manning, testified in opposition to HB 4594, HB 4595 and HB 
4596. 
 
Debra MacDonald, representing Oscar Manning and family, testified and submitted written 
testimony on behalf of Nancy Manning McClellan, daughter of Oscar Manning, in opposition to HB 
4596. 
 
Richmond Riggs, Genesee County Prosecuting Attorney, testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
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Raphael Johnson, representing Second Chance for Youth, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Tom Pierce testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Sue Polick, representing John Polick, testified and submitted written testimony in support of HB 
4594 and HB 4595. 
 
Representative Kandrevas moved to adopt the minutes of the May 20, 2009, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Schuitmaker moved to excuse Representative Bettie Scott from the committee.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Ashley Taylor and Marc Goodson testified in opposition to HB 4596. 
 
Kim Worthy, Wayne County Prosecutor, testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to 
HB 4596. 
 
Michael Kelly, representing Pointes for Peace, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Velia Koppenhoefer, representing Juvenile Life Without Parole (JLWOP), testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
Jessica Cooper, Oakland County Prosecutor, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Joyce Gowans, representing Restorative Justice and The Injustice Must End (T.I.M.E.), testified in 
support of HB 4596. 
 
Carol Cottenham, representing Jerry Lashuay, testified and submitted written testimony in support 
of HB 4596. 
 
Betty Jean Gross, representing Greg Wines, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Vice Chair Lipton assumed the chair at 12:54 p.m. 
 
Michelle Weemhuff, representing the Michigan Council of Crime & Delinquency, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Diane Bukowski, representing Edward Sanders, testified and submitted written testimony in support 
of the bills. 
 
Mario Bueno, representing Second Chance for Youth, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Chairman Meadows assumed the chair at 1:06 p.m. 
 
Minister Dennis Gover testified in support of the bills. 
 
Barbara Haywood testified in support of the bills. 
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The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Michael Eagen opposes HB 4596. 
 
Raina Harris, representing Jerome Hamilton and Damion Todd, supports the bills. 
 
Andre Carter supports the bills. 
 
James R. Tetzlaff opposes the bills. 
 
Dr. Jim Dankovich supports the bills. 
 
Theresa Villarreal supports the bills. 
 
Randy L. Parsons opposes HB 4596. 
 
Kathleen Franks supports the bills without the (H-1) amendments. 
 
Jessica Melancon supports the bills without the (H-1) amendments. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 1:47 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdur-Rashid 
Committee Clerk 
mabdur@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
4 Hours and 47 Minutes 
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