
 
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, May 26, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, 
Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall 
and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HJR EEE before the committee: 
 
HJR EEE LeBlanc Legislature; legislators; term limits; revise to combination of 14 

years' total legislative service and require certain budget bills to be 
presented and signed by a certain date. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative LeBlanc, sponsor of HJR EEE, explained his joint resolution to the committee. 
 
Representative Bledsoe, representing the 1st District, testified in support of the joint resolution. 
 
Representative Rogers, representing the 66th District, testified in support of the joint resolution. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the May 19, 2010, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows submitted a handout and made comments on the joint resolution. 
 
Dave Stafford, representing the Michigan Education Association (MEA), testified in support of 
the joint resolution. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
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Representative McMillin opposes the joint resolution. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 6168, HB 6169 and HB 6170 before the committee: 
 
HB 6168 Bledsoe Courts; municipal court; inclusion of city in jurisdiction of 

neighboring municipal court; allow under certain circumstances. 
 
HB 6169 Bledsoe Courts; municipal court; residential qualification for candidates for 

municipal judge; revise for multicity jurisdictions. 
 
HB 6170 Bledsoe Elections; judicial; ability of electors of certain cities to vote in and 

register for certain municipal judge elections; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Bledsoe, sponsor of HB 6168, HB 6169 and HB 6170, explained his bills to the 
committee. 
 
James Cooper, Mayor of Gross Pointe Shores, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Brian Vick and Mark McIrney, representing the City of Gross Pointe Shores, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Michael Gadola, representing the State Court Administrative Office, testified indicating 
neutrality on the bills. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League (MML), indicated support for 
the bills. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 6168 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Bettie Scott moved to report HB 6169 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 6170 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 6197 before the committee: 
 
HB 6197 Kandrevas Probate; wills and estates; presumption of decedent's intent 

regarding certain federal estate tax credits and deductions during 
2010; create. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Kandrevas, sponsor of HB 6197, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Thomas Sweeney, representing the Probate and Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of 
Michigan, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Mia McNeal, representing the Michigan Probate Judges’ Association, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Constan moved to report HB 6197 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Amash. 
 

There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:55 a.m. 
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____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 25 Minutes 
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