
 
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, June 23, 2010   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, 
Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall 
and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4518, HB 4594, HB 4595 and HB 4596 before the committee: 
 
HB 4518 Johnson Crimes; penalties; penalties for certain crimes of imprisonment for 

life without parole eligibility; amend Michigan penal code to 
exclude application to juvenile offenders. 

 
HB 4594 Warren Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing individual convicted as 

a juvenile to imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; 
prohibit. 

 
HB 4595 Scripps Criminal procedure; sentencing; sentencing juvenile to 

imprisonment for life without parole eligibility; amend probate 
code of 1939 to prohibit. 

 
HB 4596 Robert Jones Corrections; parole; parole of certain juvenile offenders sentenced 

to imprisonment for life; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chairman Meadows gave comments on the bills. 
 
Representative Byrnes moved to adopt the substitute (H-2)  to HB 4518. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Constan moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 4594. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Kowall, 

Nays:  Representative Warren, 
Pass:   Representative Rocca. 
 

Representative Corriveau moved to adopt the substitute (H-4) to HB 4596. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-1-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Schuitmaker, 
Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 

Nays:  Representative Warren, 
Pass:   Representatives Lipton, Bettie Scott and Amash. 
 

Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 4518 (H-2): 
 
 1.  Amend page 1, line 6, by striking out all of enacting section 1. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones and Rocca. 
 

Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 4595: 
 
 1.  Amend page 20, line 22, by striking out all of enacting section 1. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
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The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Haveman and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Byrnes, Schuitmaker, Amash, Rick Jones and Rocca. 

 
Chairman Meadows offered the following amendment to HB 4596 (H-4): 
 
 1.  Amend page 12, line 2, by striking out all of enacting section 1. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman and Kowall, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Byrnes, Amash, Haveman and Rocca. 

 
Mike Thomas, Saginaw County Prosecutor, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
of Michigan, testified in opposition to the bills.  
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, supports the bills. 
 
Deb Labelle testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Jodi Robinson, representing the National Organization of Victims of Juvenile Lifers (NOVJL), 
testified and submitted a handout in opposition to the bills. 
 
Kimberly Sorensen, representing the Michigan chapter of the Victims of Juvenile Lifers 
without Parole (JLWP), testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Barbara Levine, representing the Citizens Alliance on Prisons & Public Spending (CAPPS), 
testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Jennifer Bishop Jenkins opposes the bills. 
 
Maggie Elvey, representing the National Organization of Victims of Juvenile Lifers, opposes the 
bills. 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, supports the bills. 
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Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency (MCCD), 
supports HB 4594 with amendments, and opposes HB 4518, HB 4595 and HB 4596. 
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, opposes HB 4595, HB 4596 and HB 
4518. 
 
Mia McNeal, representing the Michigan Probate Judges’ Association, supports HB 4518 and HB 
4594. 
 
Laural Auw, representing her daughter Kristy, a murder victim, opposes the bills. 
 
William Auw, representing his daughter Kristy, a murder victim, opposes the bills. 
 
Forrest Couch, representing Kristy Auw Couch, a violent murder victim, opposes the bills. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:34 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 4 Minutes 
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