
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4876 before the committee: 
 
HB 4876 Meadows Liquor; drinking age; certain minors presenting themselves for 

treatment; exempt from underage drinking violation under certain 
circumstances. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Stuart Dunnings, Ingham County Prosecuting Attorney, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Dean Sienko, Ingham County Medical Examiner, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Tom Wibert, East Lansing Chief of Police, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Marvin Yates, Jr., representing the Associated Students of Michigan State University (ASMSU) 
and the Student Association of Michigan, testified in support of the bill 
 
Emily Serkaian, representing (ASMSU), testified in support of the bill. 
 
Kyle Dysarz, representing (ASMSU), testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Abhishek Mahanti, President of the Michigan Student Assembly, supports the bill. 
Jordan D. Twardy, President of the Student Association of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Victor W. Loomis, Jr., Mayor of East Lansing and the East Lansing City Council supports the bill. 
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Representative Lipton moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4876. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie 
Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Lisa Brown moved to report HB 4876 with recommendation, as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, 
Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   Representative Lisa Brown. 
  
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5273 and HB 5274 before the committee: 
 
HB 5273 Corriveau Courts; other; sobriety court interlock pilot project: create. 
 
HB 5274 Lipton Crimes; drunk driving; repeat drunk driving offenders; establish 

license sanctions for DWI/sobriety court participants. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Corriveau, sponsor of HB 5273, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Lipton, sponsor of HB 5274, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Judge Harvey Hoffman, representing the Michigan Association of Drug Court Professionals, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Terrence Sizeland, representing himself, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Homer Smith, representing Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
James Fackler, representing the Michigan Secretary of State Office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Bettie Scott moved to report HB 5273 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman and Kowall, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   Representatives Amash and Rocca. 
 

Representative Bettie Scott offered the following amendments to HB 5274: 
 

1. Amend page 8, line 23, by striking out “FOR THE FIRST YEAR” and inserting 
“DURING THE TIME”. 

2. Amend page 8, line 25, after “PROJECT.” by striking out the balance of the line through 
“LICENSE,” on line 26 and inserting “AT THE END OF THE PERSON’S 
PARTICIPATION IN THE DWI/SOBRIETY COURT PROGRAM,”. 

 
Representative Bettie Scott moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman and Kowall, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   Representative Rocca. 
 

Representative Warren moved to report HB 5274 with recommendation, as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Coulouris, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Haveman and Kowall, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   Representatives Amash and Rocca. 
 

The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony did not speak: 
 
Lance Binoniemi, representing the Michigan Licensed Beverage Association, supports the bills. 
Terry Jungel, representing the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association, supports the bills. 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, indicated neutrality on HB 5274. 
Ralph Blackman, President and CEO of The Century Council, supports the bills. 
K.C. Steckelberg, representing the Prosecuting Attorney Association of Michigan, supports the bills. 
James Ryan, representing the Distilled Spirits Council of the U.S. (DISCUS)/The Century Council, 
supports HB 5273. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt the minutes of the September 16, 2009, meeting.  
There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5167 before the committee: 
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HB 5167 Meadows Torts; product liability; liability of successor corporation for asbestos 
claims; enact limits. 

 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
William Gallagher, representing Crown Cork & Seal Company, Inc., testified in support of the bill. 
 
Thomas Smith, representing the asbestos clients of Michael B. Serling, P.C., testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
Lane Clack, representing Michigan Association for Justice (MAJ), testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
John Ahern, representing the IBEW Local #58, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Russell Beaudoen, representing Patrick “Shorty” Gleason and the Michigan Building Trades, 
testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Brian Calandra, representing asbestos victims, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Patrick F. Gleason, representing the Michigan Building and Construction Trades Council, opposes 
the bill. 
 
Bryan M. Frink, representing Mazur & Kittel, PLLC, opposes the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
1:10 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 40 Minutes 
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