
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, October 21, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and 
Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Coulouris. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the October 14, 2009, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4931 before the committee: 
 
HB 4931 Haveman Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for gang recruitment and retaliation violations; enact. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Haveman, sponsor of HB 4931, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 4931 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 5512 and HB 5513 before the committee: 
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HB 5512 Kowall Courts; circuit court; number of circuit judgeships; adjust. 
 
HB 5513 Kowall Courts; circuit court; requirements for adding circuit judgeships; 

adjust. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Kowall, sponsor of HB 5512 and HB 5513, explained her bills to the committee. 
 
Alicia Urbain and Kevin Oeffner, representing Oakland County Circuit Court, testified and 
submitted handouts in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Kowall offered the following amendments to HB 5512: 

1. Amend page 1, line 5, after “(2)” by inserting “SUBJECT TO SECTION 550,”. 
2. Amend page 2, line 2, after “SUBSECTION.” By inserting “IN THE 2004 

ELECTION, THE INITIAL TERM OF OFFICE OF THE JUDGESHIP 
BEING RESTORED SHALL BE 8 YEARS.”. 

 
Representative Kowall moved to adopt the amendments. 

 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   Representative Amash. 
 

Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5512 with recommendation, as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  Representative Amash, 

Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Rick Jones moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5513. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 
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Pass:   Representative Amash. 
 

Representative Rick Jones moved to report HB 5513 with recommendation, as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  Representative Amash, 

Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Meadows laid HB 5034 before the committee: 
 
HB 5034 Byrnes Housing; landlord and tenants; requirement for lawful reentry by 

landlord; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jack Schmitt from Representative Byrnes office testified in support of the bill. 
 
I. Matthew Miller, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Mia McNeil from Kelley Cawthorne, representing Jeff Barnum and Edward Rose and Sons, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not speak: 
 
Cynthia Vlachos, representing Village Green, the Property Management Association of 
Michigan (PMAM), and the Detroit Metropolitan Apartment Association (DMAA), supports the 
bill. 
Mirriam Livingstone, representing Village Green, the Property Management Association of 
Michigan (PMAM), and the Detroit Metropolitan Apartment Association (DMAA), supports the 
bill. 
Corina Salazar, representing the Property Management Association of Mid-Michigan, supports 
the bill. 
Forest Wall, representing the Apartment Association of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Tab Zimny, representing rental property owners, supports the bill. 
Stephanie Johnson, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project, indicated neutrality on the bill. 
Jeffery T. Barnum, Property Director, representing the Kalamazoo Division of Edward Rose and 
Sons, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to excuse Representative Coulouris from the committee.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5009 and HB 5010 before the committee: 
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HB 5009 Schuitmaker Probate; trusts; personal property trust perpetuities act; limit 

application to certain property. 
 
HB 5010 Meadows Probate; trusts; uniform statutory rule against perpetuities; revise to 

reflect limitation of the personal property trust perpetuities act to 
certain property. 

TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Schuitmaker, sponsor of HB 5009, explained the bills to the committee. 
 
Jim Spica, Council of Probate and Estate Planning Section of the Michigan State Bar, testified 
in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5009 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Schuitmaker moved to report HB 5010 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Kowall and Rocca, 
 Nays:  None, 

Pass:   None. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:40 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 10 Minutes 
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