
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, October 28, 2009   10:30 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Constan, Corriveau, 
Coulouris, Kandrevas, Bettie Scott, Warren, Schuitmaker, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall 
and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 4915 before the committee: 
 
HB 4915 Robert Jones Consumer protection; unfair trade practices; application of 

Michigan consumer protection act to certain conduct generally 
authorized by law; clarify and revise. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Robert Jones, sponsor of HB 4915, explained his bill and submitted handouts 
to the committee.  
 
Professor Gary Maveal, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Dani Liblang, Esq. testified in support of the bill. 
 
Robert Dorigo Jones, representing the Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch, testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
Edwin Bladen, retired assistant attorney general of Michigan, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Larry Kish, representing the Life Insurance Association of Michigan, testified in opposition to 
the bill. 
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Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified 
and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bill. 
 
Adam Taub, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Kurt Gallinger, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
Adam Knott, representing Michigan Citizen Action, testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bill. 
 
Terry Adler, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not speak: 
 
Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Business and Professional Association, opposes the 
bill. 
Brian Westrin, representing the Michigan Realtors Association, opposes the bill. 
Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
Kurt Berryman, representing the Auto Dealers of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Jared Rodriguez, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
Peter Kuhnmuench, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, supports the bill. 
Lorray Brown, representing the Michigan Advocacy Project, supports the bill. 
Rob Elhenicky from Kelley Cawthorne, representing the Securities Industry and Financial 
Markets Association, opposes the bill. 
Kim Teachout, representing the UAW, supports the bill. 
George Carr, representing the Property Casualty Insurance Association, opposes the bill. 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, supports the bill. 
Eric Rule, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, opposes the bill. 
Mike Batterbee, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Tricia Kinley, representing Johnson & Johnson, opposes the bill. 
John Lindley, representing the Michigan Association of CPAs, opposes the bill. 
Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, opposes the bill. 
Dawn Crandall, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, opposes the bill. 
Scott Hummel, representing the Michigan Association of Insurance Agents, opposes the bill. 
Joelle Demand, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, opposes the bill. 
Frank Venuto, representing the American Council of Life Insurers, opposes the bill. 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association, opposes the bill. 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, opposes the bill. 
Felicia Wasson, representing the AARP, supports the bill. 
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There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
mabdul@house.mi.gov 
517-373-7256 
2 Hours and 30 Minutes 
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