
 
                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

JUDICIARY 
 
 
Wednesday, July 21, 2010   9:00 a.m. Room 521 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by Representative Mark 
Meadows, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, 
Corriveau, Kandrevas, Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Bettie Scott, Warren and Schuitmaker. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5036 before the committee: 
 
HB 5036 Ebli Civil procedure; civil actions; strategic lawsuits against public 

participation; limit. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Ebli, sponsor of HB 5036, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Justin Kurtz, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. Mr. Kurtz also submitted 
written testimony. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak: 
 
Chris Vreeland, representing Justin Kurtz, supports the bill. 
Bill Flory, representing the Michigan Association of Justice, supports the bill. 
Mary Lovik, representing the Michigan Domestic Violence Prevention and Treatment Board, 
supports the bill. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the ACLU of Michigan, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Lisa Brown moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5036. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to report HB 5036 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Rick Jones and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: Representatives Amash, Haveman and Kowall. 
 
Chairman Meadows laid HB 5188, HB 5192 and HB 6272 before the committee: 
 
HB 5188 Rocca Probate; powers of attorney; written acknowledgment of 

responsibilities by agent appointed under a power of attorney; 
require. 

 
HB 5192 DeShazor Probate; guardians and conservators; bond; require if protected 

individual has liquid assets over certain limit. 
 
HB 6272 Switalski Probate; guardians and conservators; power of conservator to 

mortgage or place lien on protected individual's home; require 
prior court approval. 

 
Representative Rocca explained HB 5188 to the committee. 
 
Representative DeShazor explained HB 5192 to the committee. 
 
Jennie Gies, from Representative Switalski's office, explained HB 6272 to the committee. 
 
Sally Steiner, representing the Office of Services to the Aging/Department of Community 
Health, testified indicating support for HB 5192 and HB 6272. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5188 but did not speak: 
 
Joelle Demand, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
Catherine Emerson, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5192 but did not speak: 
 
Brad Geller, representing the Long Term Care Ombudsmen. 



Catherine Emerson, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan. 
 
Joelle Demand, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, submitted a testimony card  
indicating a neutral position on HB 5192 but did not speak. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 6272 but did not speak: 
 
Sally Steiner, representing the Office of Services to the Aging/Department of Community 
Health. 
Catherine Emerson, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan. 
Brad Geller, representing the Long Term Care Ombudsmen. 
 
Representative Rocca moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5188. 
 

1. Amend page 3, following line 4, by inserting:  
  "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect April 1, 2011.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Representative Rocca moved to report HB 5188 with recommendation as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Rick Jones and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: Representatives Amash, Haveman and Kowall. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5192. 
 
 1. Amend page 7, line 5, by striking out the balance of the bill and inserting:  
  "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect April 1, 2011. 
 Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following 
bills of the 95th Legislature are enacted into law:  
 (a) House Bill No. 4619. 
 (b) House Bill No. 6272.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 5192 with recommendation as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Chairman Meadows moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 6272. 
 
1. Amend page 7, line 5, by striking out the balance of the bill and inserting:  
  "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect April 1, 2011. 
 Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following 
bills of the 95th Legislature are enacted into law:  
 (a) House Bill No. 4619. 
 (b) House Bill No. 5192.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 6272 with recommendation as amended. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Meadows, Lipton, Lisa Brown, Byrnes, Constan, Corriveau, Kandrevas, 
Amash, Haveman, Rick Jones, Kowall and Rocca, 
Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lipton moved to adopt the minutes of the June 16, 2010, June 23, 2010 and 
June 30, 2010, meetings.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 



 
Representative Constan moved to excuse Representatives Bettie Scott, Warren and 
Schuitmaker from the committee meting.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by 
unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 9:50 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Mark Meadows, Chairman 
House Standing Committee on Judiciary 
Dave Mead 
Acting Committee Clerk 
dmead@house.mi.gov 
517-373-2013 
50 Minutes 
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