
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOMELAND 

SECURITY 
 
Tuesday, February 17, 2009    12:00 p.m.         307 House Office Building 
 
Representative Polidori, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
The Clerk read a letter from the Speaker of the House to the Clerk of the House appointing 
members to the House Standing Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs and Homeland 
Security. 
 
The Chair asked for attendance to be called. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Byrnes, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick 
Jones, Agema, Amash and Kurtz.  
 
Representative Byrnes moved to adopt the day, time, and meeting place for the House Military 
and Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security Committee to meet as Tuesdays at 12:00 p.m. in 
room 307 of the House Office Building. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Byrnes, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, Agema, 
Amash and Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4127 before the committee. 
 
HB 4127 Rick Jones Traffic control; driver license; designation of veteran status on 

driver license; provide for. 
 
Representative Rick Jones testified in support of HB 4127. 
 
Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Commanders Group of Michigan, testified in support of HB 4127. 
 
Doug Novak, representing the Michigan Secretary of State, testified in opposition to HB 4127. 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart, submitted a card in support of HB 4127, 
but did not wish to speak. 



 
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, submitted 
a card in support of HB 4127, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4127. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Byrnes, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, 
Agema, Amash, Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report out HB 4127 as substitute (H-1) with 
recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Byrnes, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, 
Agema, Amash, Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4127 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HR 12 before the committee. 
 
HR 12 Knollenberg A resolution to express support for the people of India following 

the terrorist attacks in Mumbai and to memorialize the President 
and Congress to work with Indian authorities in both humanitarian 
and strategic capacities. 

 
Representative Knollenberg testified in support of HR 12. 
 
Representative Byrnes moved to report out HR 12 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Byrnes, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, 
Agema, Amash, Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 



HR 12 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The committee went at ease at 12:20 p.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 2:30 p.m. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4276 before the committee. 
 
HB 4276 Griffin Cemeteries and funerals; funeral practices; procedure to screen for 

veteran status when cremation order is signed; require of funeral 
homes. 

 
Representative Griffin testified in support of HB 4276. 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart, submitted a card in support of HB 4276, 
but did not wish to speak. 
 
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, testified 
in support of HB 4276. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report out HB 4276 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, Agema, 
Amash, Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4276 reported out with recommendation. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 2:45 p.m. 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Gino Polidori, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
February 17, 2009 

________________________________    35 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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