
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOMELAND 

SECURITY 
 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009    12:00 p.m.         307 House Office Building 
 
Representative Polidori, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, 
Amash, and Kurtz. 
 
Representative Kurtz moved to excuse absent members. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Byrnes and Agema. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5540 before the committee. 
 
HB 5540 Espinoza Income tax; income; compensation earned by the spouse of an 

individual called into active duty; deduct from taxable income. 
 
Nathan Medina, from Representative Espinoza's office, testified in support of HB 5540. 
 
Larry Steckelberg, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, submitted a card 
indicating a neutral position on HB 5540, but did not wish to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HB 5540, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart, 
Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Commanders Group of Michigan, 
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
Bill Dobbie, representing the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
Representative Roberts moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5540. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Rick Jones, Amash, and Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 



 
Representative Liss moved to report out HB 5540 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, and Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Amash. 
 

HB 5540 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HJR AA before the committee. 
 
HJR AA Rick Jones Public employees and officers; other; veteran's preference for state 

jobs; revise. 
 
Representative Rick Jones testified in support of HJR AA. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of HJR AA, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart, 
Bill Dobbie, representing the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
Representative Rick Jones moved to report out HJR AA with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, and Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Amash. 
 

HJR AA reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid SB 371 before the committee. 
 
SB 371 Garcia Communications; cellular telephone; active duty military 

personnel; allow to cancel cellular telephone contract without 
penalties. 

 
Alesha Gensler, from Senator Garcia's office, testified in support of SB 371. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 371, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart, 



Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Commanders Group of Michigan, 
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, 
Bill Dobbie, representing the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Jim Kirsch, representing AT&T, 
Bret Mar, representing Sprint Nextel. 
 
Representative Roy Schmidt moved to report out SB 371 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 6-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Polidori, Roberts, Liss, Roy Schmidt, Rick Jones, and Kurtz, 
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representative Amash. 
 

SB 371 reported out with recommendation. 
 
Representative Liss moved to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2009 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:18 p.m. 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Gino Polidori, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
November 10, 2009 

________________________________    18 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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