
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NEW ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

 
Wednesday, April 14, 2010    9:00 a.m.     Room 521, House Office Building 
 
Chair Clemente called the Standing Committee on New Economy and Quality of Life to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, 
Knollenberg, Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None (0/11) 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt the minutes from the meeting held on March 24, 2010.  
Hearing no objection, the minutes were adopted. 
 
David Egner, representing the New Economy Initiative for Southeast Michigan, gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on how the New Economy Initiative hopes to accelerate the transition of 
metropolitan Detroit to an innovation-based economy. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Wes Freeland, representing the Kalamazoo Community Foundation, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on the foundation's projects and their economic impact on the City of Kalamazoo. He 
also submitted written material. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid House Bill 6044 before the committee. 
 
HB 6044 Clemente Michigan business tax; credit; brownfield credit sunset; extend. 
 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, explained the intent of the bill and 
testified in support.   
 
Larry Steckelberg, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, submitted a testimony card 
in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Tyler offered the following amendment to House Bill 6044: 
 
     1.     Amend page 10, following line 6, by inserting: 
     "(E)  IF THE MICHIGAN ECONOMIC GROWTH AUTHORITY DETERMINES THAT 
THE QUALIFIED TAXPAYER HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY AND THAT 
THE CONVICTION OF THAT FELONY WILL MATERIALLY IMPACT THE 
QUALIFIED TAXPAYER'S ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT, THE 
MICHIGAN ECONOMIC GROWTH AUTHORITY SHALL NOT APPROVE THE 
PROJECT FOR THAT QUALIFIED TAXPAYER.". 
 



Representative Geiss moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, Bolger, 
Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to report House Bill 6044, with recommendation, as Substitute (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Knollenberg, Bolger, 
Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
 NAYS:  None (0/11) 
 PASS:  None (0/11) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:15 a.m. 
  
 
 
______________________________  
Representative Ed Clemente, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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