
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NEW ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

 
Wednesday, May 27, 2009    9:00 a.m.   Room 521, House Office Building 
 
Chair Clemente called the Standing Committee on New Economy and Quality of Life to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, 
Knollenberg, Bolger, Denby, Tyler (11/11) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None (0/11) 
 
Representative Geiss moved to adopt the minutes from the meeting held on May 20, 2009.  
Hearing no objection, the motion prevailed with unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid Senate Bill 216 before the committee. 
 
SB 126 Allen Economic development; plant rehabilitation; eligibility 

requirements to obtain an industrial facilities exemption certificate; 
allow exception under certain circumstances. 

 
Senator Allen explained the intent of the bill. 
 
Andy Hayes, representing the Northern Lakes Economic Alliance, testified in support of the 
bill.  He also answered questions. 
 
Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, testified in opposition to the bill.  He also 
answered questions. 
 
The following people gave presentations on academic programs for displaced workers and 
current students to train for new economy jobs: 
 
Jim Baker, representing Michigan Technological University; 
Mark Brucki, representing Lawrence Technological University; 
Daniel Burcham, representing Ferris State University; 
Thomas Crandell, representing Ferris State University; and  
Donald Green, representing Ferris State University. 
 
Questions and discussion followed each presentation.  Written material was also submitted by 
each presenter. 
 



Tom Oldfield, Dean of the College of Engineering Technology, Ferris State University, was 
present at the testimony table, but did not speak. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
  
______________________________  
Representative Ed Clemente, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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