
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NEW ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

 
Friday, August 21, 2009          1:00 p.m.          Traverse City Chamber of Commerce 
                            202 East Grandview Parkway 
                                     Traverse City, MI 49684
           
The committee met jointly with the Senate Committee on Commerce and Tourism. 
 
Senator Allen called the joint meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Clemente and Knollenberg (2/11) 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Reps. Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Griffin, Leland, Segal, Bolger, Denby, 
Tyler (9/11) 
 
A quorum of the committee was not present. 
 
Presentations were given by the following: 
 
Russ Miller, representing Salamander Technologies, who gave an overview of his company and 
shared his business development experience; 
 
Brad Van Dommelen, representing the Traverse City Convention and Visitors Bureau, who 
spoke about the tourism industry in Traverse City and the need for additional state funding; 
 
Troy Cummings and Guy Bazzani, representing Bazzani Associates, who spoke about green 
design and possible legislation to encourage green design in Michigan; 
 
Rich Brauer, representing Brauer Productions, who testified on the need for greater educational 
opportunities to train future film production employees and the economic importance of retaining 
the film tax credits; 
  
Ray Pleva, representing Cerise Nutraceuticals, Inc., who spoke about his cherry-based health 
care products; and 
 
Donald Coe, representing Black Star Farms, who testified on the agriculture economy of  
Northwest Lower Michigan and the need for additional state funding.  Mr. Coe also shared 
personal experiences as the owner of Black Star Farms, including his desire for less state 
regulation. 



 

 

Questions and discussion followed each presentation. 
 
Written material was submitted by Russ Miller, Ray Pleva and Donald Coe. 
 
Following the presentations, the committees toured the Great Lakes Maritime Academy. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Ed Clemente, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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