
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NEW ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 

 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009         9:00 a.m.                 Rm. 352, State Capitol Building 
 
Chair Clemente called the Standing Committee on New Economy and Quality of Life to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Clemente, Stanley, Byrnes, Geiss, Leland, Knollenberg, Bolger, 
Denby, Tyler (9/11) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Reps. Griffin and Segal (2/11) 
 
The committee met jointly with the Standing Committee on Tax Policy. 
 
Representative Geiss moved to excuse absent members.  Hearing no objection, Chair 
Clemente excused Representatives Griffin and Segal. 
 
The following people testified on Michigan's film tax credits: 
 
Harvey Grace, representing Grace & Wild and the Michigan Film Coalition; 
 
Steven Pitsillos, representing Campbell-Ewald; 
 
David Karp, representing Thumbprint Entertainment; 
 
Mike Manasseri, representing Big Screen Michigan; 
 
Woody Robertson, representing Big Screen Michigan; 
 
Jack Binder, representing Michigan Film Production; 
 
Bill Black, representing the Teamsters; 
 
Linden Nelson, representing Raleigh Michigan Studios 
 
John Rabolta, representing Raleigh Michigan Studios; 
 
Maureen Krauss, representing Oakland County; 
 
Steve Lemberg, representing Raleigh Michigan Studios; and 
 
Mayor Gary Burtka, representing Allen Park. 
 



 
 
 
The following people wished to speak but did not, due to time constraints: 
 
Grace Keros, representing American Coney Island; 
 
Sultan Sharrief, representing Michigan Film Collective; 
 
Jimmy Lifton, representing Unity Studios; 
 
Nathaniel McClure, representing Epicenter Studios; 
 
Marcia Fishman, representing the Screen Actors Guild; 
 
Timothy Magee, representing IATSE, Local 38;  
 
Derek Faraci, representing Epicenter Studios;  
 
Howard Hertz, representing himself; 
 
Kay Seaser and Mary Kerr, representing the Ann Arbor Area Convention & Visitors Bureau; 
 
Philippe Martinez, representing Cinepro Pictures; 
 
John Bails, representing Michigan Production Capital; 
 
Nancy Frasier, representing herself; 
 
Charles Findlay, representing himself; 
 
Joseph Dinda, representing himself; 
 
Neal Garon, representing himself; 
 
Larry August, representing himself; 
 
Mike Cessa, representing himself; and 
 
Tom Fletcher, representing Fletcher Detroit, LLC. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bob Schellenberg, representing Schellenberg & Evers, P.C.; 
 
Harold Cronk, representing 10 West Studios; and 



 
Matthew Tailford, representing 10 West Studios. 
 
The following people submitted written material: 
 
Janet Lockwood, representing the Michigan Film Office; 
 
Harvey Grace; 
 
Bill Black; 
 
Mayor Burtka; 
 
Grace Keros; 
 
Timothy Magee; 
 
Nancy Frasier; 
 
Joseph Dinda; 
 
Neal Garon;  
 
Larry August; and 
 
Mitch Albom. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 10:45 a.m. 
 
  
 
 
______________________________  
Representative Ed Clemente, Chair 
 
Jean Hamelin, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-5632 
jhamelin@house.mi.gov 
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