
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
TAX POLICY 

 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009                      9:00 A.M.    Room 519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Ebli, chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Reps. Ebli, Melton, Barnett, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Lipton, Mayes, 
Slezak, Warren, Calley, Kowall, Lund, Meekhof, Meltzer, Stamas, Walsh. (16/17) 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED: Rep. Robert Jones. (1/17) 
 
Representative Barnett moved to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2009 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Melton moved to excuse Representative Robert Jones. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed. 
 
Mitch Bean, Direct of the House Fiscal Agency, testified before the committee on the latest 
general fund balances for the State. 
 
Representative Ebli, chair, laid HB 4653 before the committee. 
 
HB 4653 Opsommer Transportation; motor carrier fuel tax; use of vehicle miles traveled 

tax and fee system; prohibit. 
 
Representative Kandrevas moved to report HB 4653 with recommendation that it be referred 
to the committee on Transportation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Ebli, Melton, Barnett, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Lipton, Slezak, Calley, 
Kowall, Lund, Meekhof, Meltzer, Stamas, Walsh. (14/17)  

NAYS: None. (0/17) 
 PASS: None. (0/17) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Ebli, chair, laid HB 4682 before the committee. 
 
HB 4682 Johnson Property tax; delinquent taxes; foreclosure on senior citizen's or 

handicapped person's home for delinquent taxes; prohibit. 
 



Representative Slezak moved to report HB 4682 with recommendation that it be referred to the 
committee on Urban Policy. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 YEAS: Reps. Ebli, Melton, Barnett, Coulouris, Kandrevas, Lipton, Slezak, Calley, 
Kowall, Lund, Meekhof, Meltzer, Stamas, Walsh. (14/17)  

NAYS: None. (0/17) 
 PASS: None. (0/17) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed. 
 
Representative Ebli, chair, laid HB 4456 and HB 4457 before the committee. 
 
HB 4456 Gregory Property tax; assessments; assessment of commercial rental 

property; revise. 
 
HB 4457 Gregory Property tax; other; specific tax on commercial rental property; 

create. 
 
Representative Vincent Gregory, sponsor of the legislation, testified before the committee. 
 
David Tijerina, City Assessor for the City of Southfield, testified before the committee in 
support of HB 4456 and HB 4457. 
 
Fred Doherty, an attorney with the Legislative Service Bureau, gave the history of the 
legislation to the committee. 
 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, testified before the committee 
in opposition to HB 4456 and HB 4457.  
 
Summer Minnick, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified before the committee 
with a neutral position on HB 4456 and HB 4457. 
 
Dan Gustafson and Janet Langlois, representing the Building Owners and Managers 
Association of Metro Detroit, testified before the committee in opposition to HB 4456 and HB 
4457.  
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association, testified before the committee 
in opposition to HB 4456 and HB 4457. 
 
Scott Schrager, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified before the 
committee on HB 4456 and HB 4457. 
 
Brett Marr, representing Oakland County, turned in a testimony card in support of HB 4456 but 
did not wish to  speak. 
 



Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, turned in a testimony card in 
support of HB 4456 and HB 4457, but did not wish to speak. 
 
James Ryan, representing the International Council of Shopping Centers, turned in a testimony 
card with a neutral position on HB 4456 and HB 4457 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Jack Schick, representing the Apartment Association of Michigan, turned in a testimony card in 
opposition to HB 4456 and HB 4457 but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Representative Kate Ebli, Chair                              Eric Esch, Committee Clerk     (517) 373-0070 
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