
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

March 5, 2009                                        10:30 a.m.                     Room 521 House Office Building 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Absent and excused: Rep. Griffin. 
 
Rep. Kandrevas moved to excuse the member that was absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Young moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held February 19, 2009.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4224 - Ebli - Traffic control; traffic regulation; 
prohibition for a truck trailer to tow both a slasher and saw unit; eliminate. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Rep. Ebli to explain HB 4224 and to answer questions by members of 
the Committee on Transportation. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Tom Barnes representing the Michigan Association of Timber 
Professionals Association to explain HB 4224 and to answer questions by members of the 
Committee on Transportation. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4224 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Matt Smego representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Gary Melow representing Michigan Biomass 
George Berghorn representing the Michigan Forest Products Council 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 4224 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Matt Bolger representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
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Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 4224 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young, 
Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4225 - Ebli - Crimes; vehicle offenses; placement of 
signs in construction zones; require. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Rep. Ebli to explain HB 4225 and to answer questions by members of 
the Committee on Transportation. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Jonathan Byrd representing the Michigan Laborers' District Council 
who testified in support of HB 4225. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4225 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
David Worthams representing the Michigan Municipal League 
Donnie Dominion representing Labor local #499 
John Bonoy representing Labor local #499 
Andre Perry representing Labor local #499 
Ben Lyons representing Labor local #499 
Walter Steele representing Labor local #499 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 4225 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Troy Hagon representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to HB 4225 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Keith Ledbetter representing the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
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Rep. Leland moved to report out HB 4225 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 14-1-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young, 
Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  Rep. Knollenberg, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Pearce. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4053 - Simpson - Highways: name; renaming a 
portion of M-188; designate as the "Elgie G. Hanna Memorial Highway". 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Mike Sadler from Rep. Simpson's office to explain HB 4053. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 4053 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young, 
Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4054 - Simpson - Highways; name; renaming a 
portion of M-50; designate as the "Jackson County Veteran's Memorial Highway". 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized David Welihan representing the Jackson County Veterans who testified 
in support of HB 4054. 
 
Rep. Haugh moved to report out HB 4054 with the recommendation that pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young, 
Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized George Hanley representing the Building Alliances for Disability 
Leadership who stated he is interested in having public transportation from one county to another 
made more accessible.  Mr. Hanley also stated that he was interested in other transportation 
issues and would be in attendance at future meetings 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Byrnes adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 11:10 a.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                          _____________________________ 
                                                                           Representative Pam Byrnes, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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