
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

May 7, 2009                                         10:30 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy 
Schmidt, Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul 
Scott, 
 
Absent and excused:  None. 
 
Rep. Kandrevas moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held April 23, 2009.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee the following bills. 
 
HB 4205 - Pearce - Crimes; other; reckless endangerment by placing obstruction in a roadway; 
prohibit and provide penalties. 
 
HB 4206 - Pearce - Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guildlines for crime of 
recklessly placing an obstruction in a roadway; provide. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Rep. Pearce to explain HB 4205 and HB 4206 and to answer questions 
by members of the Committee on Transportation. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized William Forsyth representing the Kent County Prosecutor who testified 
in support of HB 4205 and HB 4206 and answered questions by members of the Committee on 
Transportation. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4205 and HB 4206 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
David Worthams representing the Michigan Municipal League 
Chris  Hawkins representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
 
Rep. Pearce moved to amend HB 4205 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 1, line 1, after "(1)" by inserting "EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED 
IN THIS SECTION,". 
2.  Amend page 2, following line 16, by inserting: 
" (3) SUBSECTION (1) DOES NOT APPLY TO A PERSON WHO ENGAGES IN 
CONDUCT DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) SOLELY FOR THE AUTHORIZED  
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OR TRAFFIC CONTROL PURPOSES." and renumbering the 
remaining subsections. 
 
The motion prevailed, the vote being 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, Young, 
Opsommer, Bolger, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Kandrevas moved to report out HB 4205, as amended with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Kandrevas moved to report out HB 4206 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4494 - LeBlanc - Crimes; vehicle offences; 
registering or driving an auctioned surplus state police cruiser without changing the exterior 
color; prohibit. 
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Chair Byrnes recognized Rep. LeBlanc to explain HB 4494 and to answer questions by members 
of the Committee on Transportation. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 4494 but did not want to 
testify 
 
Chris Hawkins representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
 
The following persons filled out a testimony card stating concerns with HB 4494. 
 
Doug Novak representing the Secretary of State 
James Fackler representing the Secretary of State 
 
Chair Byrnes moved to pass HB 4494 for the day, without objection. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4644 - Johnson - Traffic control; driver license; 
certain school attendance requirements to maintain driver license; clarify. 
 
The following persons filled out a testimony card in opposition to HB 4644 but did not have an 
opportunity to testify. 
 
Doug Novak representing the Secretary of State 
James Fackler representing the Secretary of State 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 4644. 
 
Chris Hawkins representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
 
Rep. Opsommer moved to re-refer HB 4644 to the Committee on Education. The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4645 - Johnson - Juveniles; truancy; family division 
of the circuit court to notify secretary of state of truancy disposition; provide for. 
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Rep. Opsommer moved to re-refer HB 4645 to the Committee on Education.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Byrnes laid before the Committee HB 4848 - Sheltrown - Transportation; funds; 
distribution formula for primary road funds; modify amount allocated to local road fund. 
 
Chair Byrnes recognized Rep. Sheltrown to explain HB 4848 and to answer questions by 
members of the Committee on Transportation. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4848 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Matt Smego representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 4848 but did 
not want to testify. 
 
Troy Hagon representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to amend HB 4848 as follows. 
 
1.  Amend page 6, line 1, after "exceed" by striking out "50%" and inserting "30%". 
2.  Amend page 6, line 4, after "county." by striking out the balance of the line through "county." 
on line 11 and inserting "NOT TO EXCEED AN ADDITIONAL 20% PER YEAR OF THE 
AMOUNT RETURNED TO A COUNTY FOR USE ON THE PRIMARY ROAD SYSTEM 
MAY BE EXPENDED, ONLY IF USED TO SUPPLEMENT FUNDS FROM OTHER 
SOURCES, ON THE COUNTY LOCAL ROAD SYSTEM OF THAT COUNTY.". 
 
The motion prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 4848, as amended with the recommendation that it pass.  The 
motion prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Byrnes, Kandrevas, Donigan, Geiss, Griffin, Haugh, Leland, Nerat, Roy Schmidt, 
Young, Opsommer, Bolger, DeShazor, Knollenberg, Pearce, Wayne Schmidt, Paul Scott, 
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Byrnes adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                  _____________________________ 
                                                                                   Representative Pam Byrnes, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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