June 10, 2010

Michigan House of Representatives
Michigan House Transportation Committee
State of Michigan

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514

RE: COMPLETE STREETS, H.B. 6151 and 6152
Dear Committee Members,

Based on the significant successes that Michigan State University has experienced with a de-facto Complete
Streets policy for our campus roads, and intersections with our shared-use paths and sidewalks, I am asking
that you support Michigan Complete Streets legislation. House Bills 6151 and 6152 were introduced to
encourage communities and road agencies to consider nonmotorized and public transit accommodations to
our transportation corridors in state, regional and local planning and implementation processes as a way to
create more walkable, bikeable places where children and families can be physically active.

About 10 years ago, MSU began seriously considering and designing "complete" or safe, pedestrian-and-
bicycle-friendly, streets into every new road project. As a result, in 2006 MSU received the Governor's
Traffic Safety Advisory Commission "Outstanding Contributions to Traffic Safety Award" for reductions in
motor vehicle accidents resulting in injuries. Our latest numbers show a close to 90% reduction in such
accidents, proving that Complete Streets really do work to save lives and make communities more livable
and pedestrian-and-bicycle-friendly.

Complete streets policies ensure that infrastructure is designed and operated to enable safe access for all
users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities can move safely along and
across a complete street. There is no prescription for what a Complete Street looks like. A Complete Street in
a rural area will look different from a Complete Street in a highly urban area, but both are designed to
balance safety and convenience for everyone using the road.

Complete Streets boost the economy by increasing residential property values because homeowners are
willing to pay more to live in walkable communities and businesses located along Complete Streets often see
an increase in sales. Complete Streets improve safety and reduce crashes by providing pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure, such as safe crossings, sidewalks, or on-road bicycle lanes. Complete Streets promote public
health by making it safe and convenient for children and families to incorporate physical activity into their
daily lives as a way to combat the obesity epidemic.

Clearly, supporting Complete Streets is investing in a stronger and healthier Michigan.

I urge you to vote in favor of the Michigan Compete Streets Bills. Together we can create a more vibrant
Michigan.

Sincerely,

Tim Potter

Mid-Michigan Active Transportation Coalition
4632 Van Atta Rd.

Okemos, Michigan 48864

Phone: 517-706-9244
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enforcement efforts were targeted at high accident locations, locations with high vehicular
pedestrian conflicts, and locations where speed was an accident factor. Additional radar and laser
equipment were put into service. A motorcycle unit became operational by using cycles leased
from Harley Davidson, facilitating enforcement in congested areas.

« in the face of a major shortage in parking spaces, considerable on-street parking was removed
at locations with an adverse crash history. Additional parking was provided at the periphery of the
academic core, resulting in a significant reduction in traffic volumes by generating shorter trips.
When a large parking lot was reconstructed its geometric design was changed to improve safety
(early results are very encouraging). CATA bus services were expanded to enhance the use of
perimeter parking and reduce the number of trips. The accumulative effect of managing the
parking on campus has greatly reduced and redistributed traffic volumes {attachment).

+ Anintersection known as Sparty had this famous statue located in the center of the intersection
and the resulting geometry was so confusing that no satisfactory traffic control was found. This
intersection also experiences major pedestrian crossings. The infersection was reconstructed fo
have only 3 legs and an all-way stop sign control. A replica of the famous icon was relocated just
south of the intersection.

+ A standard design for bus stops was developed with help from CAT A. The primary goal was to
eliminate sight restrictions for pedestrians created by a stopped bus. Every bus stop was field
reviewed and many were changed and/or relocated.

« A standard was developed for pedestrian crosswalks. Every crosswalk {over 150) was field
reviewed. Many if not most of the crosswalks were modified to fit the standard. Others were
eliminated and often chaining or landscaping along the street margin was provided to reduce the
frequency of pedestrians crossing outside of a marked crosswalk.

-+ Cameras and communication hardware was provided for the traffic signals and a coordination
plan was developed and installed. Traffic exiting campus is presently progressed af the expense of
traffic entering campus, thus reducing vehicular backups in the presence of pedestrians.

« Of major concern was the paucity in the number of motorists yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks.
A special sign was developed for MSU by Carrier & Gable. This "yield to

pedestrian” sign is placed daily in the middie of the road in proximity fo the crosswalk. The sign folds
up when struck by a vehicle. There has been a noticeable improvement in motorists yielding to
pedestrians and a very similar sign has since been added to the MMUTCD.

« Significant federal funding was obtained to provide grade separations for Farm Lane with its two
railroad crossings. MDOT has agreed to oversee this complex project and at this time constructions
plans are being prepared via an MDOT consultant.

Program funding:

The program is completing its 11th year. Not including the Farm Lane Railroad crossing project,
approximately $2.5 million of university funds have been spent on intersection improvements and $1
million on fraffic control devices and engineering-related functions. Approximately $4 million in
federal funds has also been obtained and spent. This investment does not include the thousands of
man-hours spent nor the targeting of nominal infrastructure funds towards projects with a safety
benefit.

Program impacts: The following table shows the reductions in the number of accidents over the life
of this program. An attached chart illustrates the impacts with the regression lines indicating that
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