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Thank you Chairman Leland and members of the Urban Committee for your consideration of HB 6164

We all agree that traffic control and safety is a highway priority and must be maintained. With this
acknowledgement we recognize that local jurisdictions may wish to reduce the rate of speed that free
flowing traffic would travel within their Jurisdictions.

Michigan highways roads are designed and engineered to allow cars to travel safely at the designated
highway speed limit. This provides for the free flow of traffic

When the posted speed is in excess of 25 miles per hour this means that portion of the highway is meant
to sustain free flowing traffic. Local authorities should designate speed limits outside of a designated
business district that are consistent with the intended speed limit of the highway. When local authorities
post speed limits that are significantly lower then the intended highway speed, they are not Increasing
traffic control and safety.

Representative Rick Jones has introduced HB 6165 that clarifies that standard for establishing speed
limits. When local authorities fail to properly post speed limits that reduce the speed free flowing of
highway traffic enters their jurisdiction, many travelers then violate the local speed law even though they
are traveling at a safe rate of speed. Of course, this then creates a fine and/or fee that the traveler must

pay.

It is the intent of HB 6164 that the local Jurisdiction must properly post the speed limit so that drivers will
have sufficient time to adjust their rate of speed safely. We believe with the proper setting and posting of
speed limits local jurisdictions can see an increase in those who choose to spend time within their
Jurisdictions. When travelers find themselves being ticketed for driving past the speed limit they are not
likely to want to spend time within that area. Conversely when drivers feel they are not being penalized
unfairly they are more likely to spend time within a local jurisdiction and in doing so take advantage of
local businesses and shopping opportunities.

We believe these bills will maintain highway safety and give non-local motorist a greater incentive for
spending time in our cities, villages, and townships.

Thank you. ’
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