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HOUSE BILL No. 4842 
 
August 20, 2015, Introduced by Reps. Talabi, Hoadley, Moss, Liberati, Cochran, Greig, Gay-

Dagnogo, Byrd, Robinson, Geiss, Brinks, Pagan, Dianda, Irwin, Driskell, Townsend, 
Faris, Schor, Neeley, Guerra, Phelps, Chirkun, Sarah Roberts, Brunner, Smiley, Singh, 
Yanez, Plawecki, Derek Miller, Rutledge, Love, Callton, Durhal, Greimel, Wittenberg, 
LaVoy and Zemke and referred to the Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors. 

 
 A bill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled 
 
"The social welfare act," 
 
by amending section 5a (MCL 400.5a), as added by 2015 PA 55. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
 Sec. 5a. (1) In EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION  1 
 
(2), IN accordance with section 23g of chapter X of the probate  2 
 
code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 710.23g, and sections 14e and 14f of  3 
 
1973 PA 116, MCL 722.124e and 722.124f, the department shall not  4 
 
take an adverse action against a child placing agency on the basis  5 
 
that the child placing agency has declined or will decline to  6 
 
provide services that conflict with, or provide services under  7 
 
circumstances that conflict with, the child placing agency's  8 
 
sincerely held religious beliefs contained in a written policy,  9 
 
statement of faith, or other document adhered to by the child  10 
 
placing agency. 11 
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 (2) IN ORDER TO RECEIVE STATE FUNDING, A CHILD PLACING AGENCY  1 
 
THAT HAS A CONTRACT WITH THIS STATE SHALL PROVIDE SERVICES TO ALL  2 
 
APPLICANTS WHO OTHERWISE MEET THE REQUIREMENTS FOR RECEIVING THOSE  3 
 
SERVICES. 4 
 
 Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect 90 days  5 
 
after the date it is enacted into law. 6 
 
 Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect  7 
 
unless all of the following bills of the 98th Legislature are  8 
 
enacted into law: 9 
 
 (a) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4841 (request no.  10 
 
03505'15). 11 
 
 (b) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4840 (request no.  12 
 
03507'15). 13 


