
Senate Chamber, Lansing, Tuesday, April 28, 2015.

 10:00 a.m.

 The Senate was called to order by the President, Lieutenant Governor Brian N. Calley.

 The roll was called by the Secretary of the Senate, who announced that a quorum was present.

 Ananich—present Hopgood—present Pavlov—present
 Bieda—present Horn—present Proos—present
 Booher—present Hune—present Robertson—present
 Brandenburg—present Johnson—present Rocca—present
 Casperson—present Jones—present Schmidt—present
 Colbeck—present Knezek—present Schuitmaker—present
 Emmons—present Knollenberg—present Shirkey—present
 Green—present Kowall—present Smith—present
 Gregory—present MacGregor—present Stamas—present
 Hansen—present Marleau—present Warren—present
 Hertel—present Meekhof—present Young—present
 Hildenbrand—present Nofs—present Zorn—present
 Hood—present O’Brien—present 
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 Bishop Adolphus Cast of Life Application Ministries of Warren offered the following invocation:
 Almighty God, You have given us this great country as our heritage to govern. We will remember always Your gener­

osity and faithfulness for this high level of legislative power. Bless our state, especially those who serve it. Bless them 
with honesty, truthfulness, and an honorable way of life. Defend our liberty, and strengthen the people who have come 
from throughout the world to make America and the state of Michigan their home.

 Lead us to choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong. Help us to appreciate the opportunities that are still ours 
as we struggle to bring harmony to an unsung world. My we balance our concern for justice with mercy and our concern 
for security with the willingness to take a risk with others that will produce a worthwhile change for the good of all.

 Lord, we pray for Your guidance as we work together for the best interests of our communities, certainly our police force 
and local government and all their staff, our nation and world, and the ultimate goal of peace. When times are prosperous, 
let our hearts be thankful. In troubled times, may our deepest trust be in You.

 Amen.

 The President, Lieutenant Governor Calley, led the members of the Senate in recital of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motions and Communications

 Senator Meekhof entered the Senate Chamber.

 Senator Kowall moved that Senators Booher, Casperson and Green be temporarily excused from today’s session. 
 The motion prevailed.

 Senators Booher and Green entered the Senate Chamber.

Recess

 Senator Kowall moved that the Senate recess subject to the call of the Chair.
 The motion prevailed, the time being 10:05 a.m.

11:03 a.m.

 The Senate was called to order by the President, Lieutenant Governor Calley.

 During the recess, Senator Casperson entered the Senate Chamber. 

 The following communication was received and read:
Office of the Senate Majority Leader

April 28, 2015
 Pursuant to the authority given to me by the Senate Rules, I hereby combine the two Senate Appropriations Subcom­

mittees on the Department of Community Health and Department of Human Services. The new Senate Subcommittee will 
be for the Department of Health and Human Services. The membership of the new subcommittee will be as follows:

 Department of Health and Human Services:
 Senators Marleau (C), MacGregor (VC), Proos, Shirkey, Hansen, Gregory (MVC) and Hertel
 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
Arlan Meekhof
Senate Majority Leader

 The subcommittee appointment was approved, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.

 The following communications were received and read:
Office of the Auditor General

April 21, 2015
 Enclosed is a copy of the following audit report:
 Report on internal control, compliance, and other matters of Michigan Public School Employees’ Retirement System for 

the fiscal year ended September 30, 2014. 
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April 23, 2015
 Enclosed is a copy of the following audit report:
 Performance audit of the Environmental Stewardship Division, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.

Sincerely,
Doug Ringler
Auditor General

 The audit reports were referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

 The Secretary announced that the following House bills were received in the Senate and filed on Thursday, April 23:
 House Bill Nos. 4325 4326 4327 4328 4329 4330 4331 4332

 The Secretary announced the enrollment printing and presentation to the Governor on Monday, April 27, for his 
approval the following bill:

 Enrolled Senate Bill No. 12 at 2:27 p.m.

 The Secretary announced that the following bills were printed and filed on Thursday, April 23, and are available at the 
Michigan Legislature website:
 Senate Bill Nos. 290 291 292 293 294 295 296 297
 House Bill Nos. 4499 4500 4501 4502 4503 4504 4505 4506 4507 4508

 The Secretary announced that the following bills were printed and filed on Friday, April 24, and are available at the 
Michigan Legislature website:
 House Bill Nos. 4509 4510 4511 4512 4513 4514 4515 4516 4517 4518 4519

Messages from the Governor

 The following messages from the Governor were received and read:
April 17, 2015

 I respectfully submit to the Senate the following appointment to office:
 Michigan Early Stage Venture Investment Corporation Board of Directors
 Naif A. Khouri of 49988 Powell Ridge Court, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, county of Wayne, as State Treasurer, succeeding 

R. Kevin Clinton, is appointed for a term commencing April 19, 2015, and expiring at the pleasure of the Governor.

April 17, 2015
 I respectfully submit to the Senate the following appointment to office:
 Michigan State Housing Development Authority
 Naif A. Khouri of 49988 Powell Ridge Court, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, county of Wayne, as State Treasurer, succeeding 

R. Kevin Clinton, is appointed for a term commencing April 19, 2015, and expiring at the pleasure of the Governor.

April 17, 2015
 I respectfully submit to the Senate the following appointment to office:
 Michigan Strategic Fund Board of Directors
 Naif A. Khouri of 49988 Powell Ridge Court, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, county of Wayne, is appointed for a term 

commencing April 19, 2015, and expiring at the pleasure of the Governor.

April 21, 2015
 I respectfully submit to the Senate the following appointment to office:
 Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness, Health and Sports
 Brian Townsend of 5803 Glen Creek Court, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109, county of Washtenaw, representing the general 

public, succeeding Claire Stahel, is appointed for a term expiring April 30, 2017.
Sincerely,
Rick Snyder
Governor

 The appointments were referred to the Committee on Government Operations.
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 By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to the order of
General Orders

 Senator Kowall moved that the Senate resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole for consideration of the General 
Orders calendar.

 The motion prevailed, and the President, Lieutenant Governor Calley, designated Senator Knollenberg as Chairperson.
 After some time spent therein, the Committee arose; and the President, Lieutenant Governor Calley, having resumed 

the Chair, the Committee reported back to the Senate, favorably and without amendment, the following bills:
 House Bill No. 4151, entitled

 A bill to repeal 1959 PA 186, entitled “An act to regulate the use of certain spring, gas or air operated handguns and 
to provide a penalty for violation of this act,” (MCL 752.891 to 752.892).

 House Bill No. 4152, entitled
 A bill to amend 1846 RS 1, entitled “Of the statutes,” by amending section 3t (MCL 8.3t).

 House Bill No. 4153, entitled
 A bill to amend 1952 PA 10, entitled “An act to define the duties of any person who discharges a firearm and thereby 

injures any person; and to prescribe penalties for violations of the provisions of this act,” by amending section 1 (MCL 
752.841).

 House Bill No. 4160, entitled
 A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled “The Michigan penal code,” by amending section 234e (MCL 750.234e), as 

added by 1990 PA 321.
 The bills were placed on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with a substitute therefor, the following bill:
 House Bill No. 4154, entitled

 A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “Natural resources and environmental protection act,” by amending sec­
tions 40102, 40111, and 43503 (MCL 324.40102, 324.40111, and 324.43503), section 40102 as amended by 2007 PA 48, 
section 40111 as amended by 2012 PA 340, and section 43503 as amended by 2012 PA 520.

 Substitute (S­1).
 The Senate agreed to the substitute recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as substituted was placed 

on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with a substitute therefor, the following bill:
 House Bill No. 4155, entitled

 A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled “The Michigan penal code,” by amending sections 222, 226, 227b, 227c, 
227d, 237a, and 528a (MCL 750.222, 750.226, 750.227b, 750.227c, 750.227d, 750.237a, and 750.528a), section 222 as 
amended by 2012 PA 242, section 227b as amended by 1990 PA 321, sections 227c and 227d as added by 1981 PA 103, 
section 237a as added by 1994 PA 158, and section 528a as added by 1986 PA 113.

 Substitute (S­2).
 The Senate agreed to the substitute recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as substituted was placed 

on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with a substitute therefor, the following bill:
 House Bill No. 4156, entitled

 A bill to amend 1927 PA 372, entitled “An act to regulate and license the selling, purchasing, possessing, and carrying of 
certain firearms, gas ejecting devices, and electro­muscular disruption devices; to prohibit the buying, selling, or carrying 
of certain firearms, gas ejecting devices, and electro­muscular disruption devices without a license or other authorization; 
to provide for the forfeiture of firearms and electro­muscular disruption devices under certain circumstances; to provide 
for penalties and remedies; to provide immunity from civil liability under certain circumstances; to prescribe the powers 
and duties of certain state and local agencies; to prohibit certain conduct against individuals who apply for or receive a 
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license to carry a concealed pistol; to make appropriations; to prescribe certain conditions for the appropriations; and to 
repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act,” by amending section 1 (MCL 28.421), as amended by 2014 
PA 203.

 Substitute (S­1).
 The Senate agreed to the substitute recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as substituted was placed 

on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with amendment, the following bill:
 Senate Bill No. 218, entitled

 A bill to amend 2004 PA 46, entitled “Public safety officers benefit act,” by amending the title and section 2 (MCL 
28.632) and by adding section 4a.

 The following is the amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole:
 1. Amend page 5, line 24, by striking out all of enacting section 1.

 The Senate agreed to the amendment recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as amended was placed 
on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with a substitute therefor, the following bill:
 Senate Bill No. 217, entitled

 A bill to amend 1893 PA 206, entitled “The general property tax act,” by amending sections 7dd and 7jj (MCL 211.7dd 
and 211.7jj[1]), section 7dd as amended by 2013 PA 44 and section 7jj as amended by 2013 PA 42.

 Substitute (S­1).
 The Senate agreed to the substitute recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as substituted was placed 

on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 The Committee of the Whole reported back to the Senate, favorably and with a substitute therefor, the following bill:
 House Bill No. 4161, entitled

 A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled “The Michigan penal code,” by amending section 222 (MCL 750.222), as 
amended by 2012 PA 242.

 Substitute (S­1).
 The Senate agreed to the substitute recommended by the Committee of the Whole, and the bill as substituted was placed 

on the order of Third Reading of Bills.

 By unanimous consent the Senate returned to the order of
Third Reading of Bills

 Senator Kowall moved that the rules be suspended and that the following bill, now on the order of Third Reading of 
Bills, be placed on its immediate passage at the head of the Third Reading of Bills calendar:
 Senate Bill No. 217

 The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.

 The following bill was read a third time:
 Senate Bill No. 217, entitled

 A bill to amend 1893 PA 206, entitled “The general property tax act,” by amending sections 7dd and 7jj (MCL 211.7dd 
and 211.7jj[1]), section 7dd as amended by 2013 PA 44 and section 7jj as amended by 2013 PA 42.

 The question being on the passage of the bill,
 Senator Knezek offered the following amendment:

 1. Amend page 22, following line 6, by inserting:
  “(17) THE LEGISLATURE WILL APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO 
THE STATE SCHOOL AID FUND TO FULLY COMPENSATE FOR ANY LOSS OF REVENUE TO THE STATE 
SCHOOL AID FUND RESULTING FROM THE ENACTMENT OF THIS LEGISLATION.”.

 The amendment was not adopted, a majority of the members serving not voting therefor.
 Senator Hood requested the yeas and nays.
 The yeas and nays were ordered, 1/5 of the members present voting therefor.
 The amendment was not adopted, a majority of the members serving not voting therefor, as follows:
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Roll Call No. 109 Yeas—13

Ananich Hood Jones Smith
Bieda Hopgood Knezek Warren
Gregory Johnson Rocca Young
Hertel   

 Nays—25

Booher Hildenbrand Marleau Robertson
Brandenburg Horn Meekhof Schmidt
Casperson Hune Nofs Schuitmaker
Colbeck Knollenberg O’Brien Shirkey
Emmons Kowall Pavlov Stamas
Green MacGregor Proos Zorn
Hansen   

 Excused—0

 Not Voting—0

In The Chair: President

 The question being on the passage of the bill,
 The bill was passed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor, as follows:

Roll Call No. 110 Yeas—38

Ananich Hertel Kowall Rocca
Bieda Hildenbrand MacGregor Schmidt
Booher Hood Marleau Schuitmaker
Brandenburg Hopgood Meekhof Shirkey
Casperson Horn Nofs Smith
Colbeck Hune O’Brien Stamas
Emmons Johnson Pavlov Warren
Green Jones Proos Young
Gregory Knezek Robertson Zorn
Hansen Knollenberg  

 Nays—0

 Excused—0

 Not Voting—0

In The Chair: President

 The Senate agreed to the title of the bill.
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 By unanimous consent the Senate proceeded to the order of
Resolutions

 Senator Kowall moved that rule 3.204 be suspended to permit immediate consideration of the following resolution:
 Senate Resolution No. 42
 The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.

 Senators Warren, Hopgood, Schuitmaker, Ananich, Kowall and Bieda offered the following resolution:
 Senate Resolution No. 42. 
 A resolution to urge the Congress of the United States to restore Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding to $300 million 

for fiscal year 2016.
 Whereas, The Great Lakes are a critical resource for our nation, supporting the economy and a way of life in Michigan and 

the other seven states within the Great Lakes region. The Great Lakes hold 20 percent of the world’s surface freshwater 
and 95 percent of the United States’ surface freshwater. This globally significant freshwater resource provides drinking 
water for more than 30 million people and is an economic driver that supports jobs, commerce, agriculture, transportation, 
and tourism throughout the region; and

 Whereas, The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) provides essential funding to restore and protect the Great Lakes. 
This funding has supported long overdue efforts to clean up toxic pollution, reduce runoff from cities and farms, combat 
invasive species like the Asian carp, and restore fish and wildlife habitat. Since 2010, the federal government has invested 
nearly $2 billion in more than 2,000 projects through the GLRI. Over its first five years, the GLRI has provided more 
than $280 million for 580 projects in Michigan alone; and

 Whereas, GLRI projects are making a significant difference. They have restored more than 115,000 acres of fish and 
wildlife habitat; opened up fish access to more than 3,400 miles of rivers; helped implement conservation programs on 
more than 1 million acres of farmland; and accelerated the cleanup of toxic hotspots. In Michigan, GLRI funding has been 
instrumental in removing contaminated sediments from Muskegon Lake, the River Raisin, and the St. Mary’s River; restoring 
habitat along the St. Clair River, Cass River, Boardman River, and the Keweenaw Peninsula; and developing improved 
methods for sea lamprey control; and

 Whereas, While this is a significant investment, there is still more work to be done with numerous ready­to­go projects that 
need funding. Toxic algal blooms, beach closings, fish consumption advisories, and the presence of contaminated sediments 
continue to limit the recreational and commercial use of the Great Lakes. The 2014 shutdown of the city of Toledo’s drinking 
water system due to a toxic algal bloom, forcing more than a half million people to find another source of drinking water, 
is just one example of how much still needs to be done; and

 Whereas, Proposed cuts to GLRI funding would jeopardize the momentum from a decade of unprecedented regional and 
bipartisan cooperation. The FY 2016 executive budget recommends a $50 million cut in federal funding to $250 million. 
This cut would be a shortsighted, cost­saving measure with long­term implications. Restoration efforts will only become 
more expensive and more difficult if they are not addressed in the coming years; now, therefore, be it

 Resolved by the Senate, That we urge the Congress of the United States to restore Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
funding to $300 million for fiscal year 2016; and be it further

 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and the members of the Michigan congressional delegation.

 The question being on the adoption of the resolution,
 Senator Kowall moved that the resolution be referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.
 The motion prevailed.
 Senators Brandenburg, Rocca and Zorn were named co­sponsors of the resolution.

 Senators Warren, Hopgood, Ananich, Kowall and Bieda offered the following concurrent resolution:
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 11. 
 A concurrent resolution to urge the Congress of the United States to restore Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding 

to $300 million for fiscal year 2016.
 Whereas, The Great Lakes are a critical resource for our nation, supporting the economy and a way of life in Michigan and 

the other seven states within the Great Lakes region. The Great Lakes hold 20 percent of the world’s surface freshwater 
and 95 percent of the United States’ surface freshwater. This globally significant freshwater resource provides drinking 
water for more than 30 million people and is an economic driver that supports jobs, commerce, agriculture, transportation, 
and tourism throughout the region; and

 Whereas, The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) provides essential funding to restore and protect the Great Lakes. 
This funding has supported long overdue efforts to clean up toxic pollution, reduce runoff from cities and farms, combat 
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invasive species like the Asian carp, and restore fish and wildlife habitat. Since 2010, the federal government has invested 
nearly $2 billion in more than 2,000 projects through the GLRI. Over its first five years, the GLRI has provided more 
than $280 million for 580 projects in Michigan alone; and

 Whereas, GLRI projects are making a significant difference. They have restored more than 115,000 acres of fish and 
wildlife habitat; opened up fish access to more than 3,400 miles of rivers; helped implement conservation programs on 
more than 1 million acres of farmland; and accelerated the cleanup of toxic hotspots. In Michigan, GLRI funding has been 
instrumental in removing contaminated sediments from Muskegon Lake, the River Raisin, and the St. Mary’s River; restoring 
habitat along the St. Clair River, Cass River, Boardman River, and the Keweenaw Peninsula; and developing improved 
methods for sea lamprey control; and

 Whereas, While this is a significant investment, there is still more work to be done with numerous ready­to­go projects that 
need funding. Toxic algal blooms, beach closings, fish consumption advisories, and the presence of contaminated sediments 
continue to limit the recreational and commercial use of the Great Lakes. The 2014 shutdown of the city of Toledo’s drinking 
water system due to a toxic algal bloom, forcing more than a half million people to find another source of drinking water, 
is just one example of how much still needs to be done; and

 Whereas, Proposed cuts to GLRI funding would jeopardize the momentum from a decade of unprecedented regional and 
bipartisan cooperation. The FY 2016 executive budget recommends a $50 million cut in federal funding to $250 million. 
This cut would be a shortsighted, cost­saving measure with long­term implications. Restoration efforts will only become 
more expensive and more difficult if they are not addressed in the coming years; now, therefore, be it

 Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That we urge the Congress of the United States to 
restore Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding to $300 million for fiscal year 2016; and be it further

 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be transmitted to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and the members of the Michigan congressional delegation. 

 Pending the order that, under rule 3.204, the concurrent resolution be referred to the Committee on Government Operations,
 Senator Kowall moved that the rule be suspended.
 The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.
 The question being on the adoption of the concurrent resolution,
 Senator Kowall moved that the concurrent resolution be referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.
 The motion prevailed.
 Senators Brandenburg, Gregory, Rocca and Zorn were named co­sponsors of the concurrent resolution.

 Senator Meekhof offered the following resolution:
 Senate Resolution No. 43. 
 A resolution to amend the Standing Rules of the Senate.
 Resolved by the Senate, That the Standing Rules of the Senate be hereby amended to read as follows:

SENATE RULES
CHAPTER I - SECTION 1
SENATE ORGANIZATION

1.101 PRESIDING OFFICER
 a) The Lieutenant Governor shall be the President of the Senate and shall preside over all sessions of the Senate or, in 

his or her absence, the President pro tempore, Assistant President pro tempore, or Associate President pro tempore shall 
preside.

 b) The Lieutenant Governor may vote only when the Senators are equally divided in their vote (see Const. Art. 5, 
Sec. 25).

 c) In the absence of the President of the Senate, President pro tempore, Assistant President pro tempore, or Associate 
President pro tempore, the Secretary of the Senate shall preside until the Senate shall appoint a Senator to act as presiding 
officer or until the President of the Senate, President pro tempore, Assistant President pro tempore, or Associate President 
pro tempore shall appear. In the absence of all, or all but one (1) Senator, the Secretary of the Senate shall preside.
1.102 AUTHORITY OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

 a) The presiding officer shall call the Senate to order at the hours provided by the Constitution, by these rules, or at 
the hour established by the Senate at its last meeting.

 b) Unless Rule 1.205 b) is in effect, following the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance, the presiding officer shall instruct 
the Secretary of the Senate to record the attendance. The attendance roll call shall be taken by using the electronic voting 
system for one (1) minute, except for the first session in January or if the electronic voting system is not operational, the 
presiding officer shall instruct the Secretary of the Senate to call the roll orally and record and announce the results.
1.103 THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE’S CONTROL WITHIN THE CHAMBER

 The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum and shall have general control within the Chamber. During every 
session of the Senate, the Sergeant at Arms is under the direct supervision of the presiding officer. Every question of order 
and procedure shall be decided by the presiding officer, subject to an appeal by the Senate.



No. 38] [April 28, 2015] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 515

1.104 ELECTION OF SENATE OFFICERS
 a) A President pro tempore, Assistant President pro tempore, and Associate President pro tempore shall be elected by 

a vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving. They shall be elected at the first session of a quadrennium. All 
officers elected by the Senate are to hold office until their successors are elected and qualified or until the expiration of 
their term, whichever occurs first.

 b) Prior to the commencement of the quadrennium session, the majority party shall meet in an organizational caucus 
and elect a Majority Leader, Majority Floor Leader, Majority Whip, Majority Caucus Chairperson, Assistant Majority 
Leader, Assistant Majority Floor Leader, Assistant Majority Whip, and Assistant Majority Caucus Chairperson. At a 
similar organizational caucus, the minority party shall elect a Minority Leader, Minority Floor Leader, Minority Whip, 
Minority Caucus Chairperson, Assistant Minority Leader, Assistant Minority Floor Leader, Assistant Minority Whip, and 
Assistant Minority Caucus Chairperson.

 c) All majority party Senate Officers shall serve at the pleasure of the majority party caucus. All minority party Senate 
Officers shall serve at the pleasure of the minority party caucus.

 d) All majority and minority caucuses shall be subject to the provisions of Section 8 of the Open Meetings Act (see 
MCL 15.268).
1.105 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

 a) The Senate Majority Leader shall appoint all committees except when the Senate shall otherwise order. The Senate 
Majority Leader may appoint subcommittees of standing committees when some of the members of that subcommittee 
are not also members of that standing committee. Such subcommittees shall contain at least one (1) majority member 
and one (1) minority member who are members of that standing committee and shall have at least one (1) more majority 
party member than minority party member. 

 b) The Senate Majority Leader shall make appointments of minority party members from a list submitted by the Senate 
Minority Leader, and shall consider the preferences, seniority, and experience of the members in making appointments. 
The Senate Majority Leader may accept the list submitted by the Senate Minority Leader in whole or in part. If the Senate 
Majority Leader rejects names on the list and their corresponding committee assignments, the Senate Minority Leader 
shall submit replacement nominations.

 c) All appointments to standing and select committees and subcommittees appointed by the Senate Majority Leader 
shall be subject to the approval of the Senate given by a majority of the Senators elected and serving. All appointments 
to conference committees shall be effective upon appointment by the Senate Majority Leader until disapproved by the 
Senate given by a majority of the Senators elected and serving.
1.106 ELECTION OF A SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

 A Secretary of the Senate shall be elected as an officer of the Senate. The Secretary of the Senate shall take and 
subscribe to the Constitutional Oath of Office for the true and faithful discharge of the duties of office.
1.107 SENATE PARLIAMENTARIAN

 The Secretary of the Senate, or a member of the staff of the Secretary of the Senate, shall serve as the Senate Parliamentarian 
to advise the Senate on questions relating to parliamentary law and procedure.
1.108 SENATE BROADCAST AND WEBCAST

 The Secretary of the Senate, with the concurrence of the Senate Majority Leader, is authorized to broadcast and webcast 
Senate session.
1.109 SENATE JOURNALS

 a) The Secretary of the Senate shall keep a correct Journal of each day’s proceedings of the Senate, supervise its publication, 
and make corrections from day to day as may be necessary. During the consideration and passage of appropriation bills, 
the Secretary of the Senate is authorized to correct totals that may have been affected by amendments made to items in 
the bill. The corrections shall be made in the bill and the Journal.

 b) The Secretary of the Senate shall have the Journal made available online to the offices of the President of the Senate 
and Senators daily, and shall make the Journal available to the general public. 

 c) When the Senate goes into Executive Session, the proceedings of the Senate shall be kept in a separate Journal, 
which shall be open to inspection by Senators only, unless otherwise ordered. Such Journal shall be published after the 
close of the session, at the end of the regular Journals of the Senate proceedings, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate.
1.110 INTRODUCTION OF BILLS, AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES

 a) All bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES to be introduced shall be submitted to the 
Secretary of the Senate to be available for introduction on the next succeeding Senate legislative day, and accompanied by 
eight (8) true copies. Once submitted to the Secretary of the Senate, all bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES become the property of the Senate and cannot be withdrawn. Each bill, conference report, substitute bill, 
and joint resolution, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall be approved as to form and numbering of sections by the 
Legislative Service Bureau prior to being submitted for introduction. Bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES may be submitted for introduction during the interim between sessions.

 b) Each Senate bill, and joint resolution, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE when introduced and each House bill, 
and joint resolution, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE when first received from the House shall be read a first and 
second time by title.
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 c) AT ANY TIME AFTER INTRODUCTION AND UPON FINAL ACTION ON A SENATE BILL, JOINT 
RESOLUTION, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, Senators may move to co­sponsor THE a Senate bill, or Senate 
joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE when it is in possession of the Senate. and not in a Senate committee. 
The first named member is the sponsor. SENATORS MAY ALSO SUBMIT A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE 
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE TO BE ADDED AS A CO-SPONSOR OF THE BILL, JOINT RESOLUTION, 
OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, AND THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE SHALL PRINT THE REQUEST 
IN THE JOURNAL AS AN OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION UNDER SENATE RULE 3.105. After final passage of 
a Senate bill or adoption of a Senate joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, or upon final action on a Senate 
bill, or Senate joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE returned from the House, the presiding officer may 
open the voting board to allow Senators to add their names as co­sponsors. A sponsor or co­sponsor may move to remove 
his or her name from a Senate bill, or Senate joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE when it is in possession 
of the Senate and not in a Senate committee, provided that at least one (1) Senator remains listed as the sponsor.
1.111 NUMBERING, LETTERING AND PRINTING OF BILLS, AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, AND 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURES

 a) The Secretary of the Senate shall assign Senate bill numbers to all Senate bills AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES 
in the order they are submitted for introduction. All joint resolutions shall be assigned letters in the order they are 
submitted for introduction.

 b) The Secretary of the Senate shall attend to the printing or reproduction of all bills, joint resolutions, ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES, acts, or documents ordered printed or reproduced by the Senate. The heading of every bill, and joint resolution, 
AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE ordered reproduced shall contain the number of the bill OR ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE or letter of the joint resolution, name of the Senator or Senators introducing the bill, or joint resolution, OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, date of introduction, and the name of the committee to which the bill, or joint resolution, 
OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE is referred (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 26).
1.112 ANNOUNCEMENT OF PRINTING AND ENROLLMENT OF BILLS, AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, AND 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURES

 The Secretary of the Senate shall print in the Journal each day the number of all Senate and House bills and ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES AND letters of all joint resolutions which have been printed or reproduced and distributed to the offices of 
the President of the Senate and Senators, and the numbers of the Senate bills which have been enrolled and presented to 
the Governor.
1.113 CARE AND PRESERVATION OF BILLS, AND RESOLUTIONS, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES

 The Secretary of the Senate shall be responsible to the Senate for the care and preservation of every bill, and resolution, 
AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE introduced in the Senate and each bill, and resolution, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE received from the House, which responsibility shall only be relieved by a receipt from an authorized person.
1.114 ENROLLMENT OF BILLS AND PRESENTATION TO THE GOVERNOR

 a) After a Senate bill has passed both Houses, the Secretary of the Senate shall attend to the enrollment printing. The 
Secretary of the Senate shall present the enrolled bill to the Governor, obtaining a receipt, on which the exact date and 
time shall be shown for the bill deposited in the Executive Office.

 b) The Secretary of the Senate may be authorized by a motion to enroll a Senate bill while the Senate is not in session 
if that bill has passed both Houses and no action is pending. The Secretary of the Senate shall notify the Senate of such 
action on the next Senate legislative day.

 c) When a Senate bill is approved by the Governor, the Secretary of the Senate shall obtain a receipt from the Governor’s 
office verifying the exact date and time the bill was filed with the Secretary of State. At the end of each year, the Secretary 
of the Senate shall deposit with the Secretary of State the official printed copy of the Senate bill as passed by both Houses 
and obtain a receipt.
1.115 ENROLLMENT OF JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES

 a) After a Senate joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE has been adopted by both Houses, the Secretary of 
the Senate shall attend to the enrollment printing. The Secretary of the Senate shall certify and file the enrolled joint resolution 
OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE with the Secretary of State and, IN THE CASE OF A JOINT RESOLUTION, 
WITH others as directed by the joint resolution.

 b) The Secretary of the Senate may be authorized by a motion to enroll a Senate joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE while the Senate is not in session if that joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE has been adopted 
by both Houses and no action is pending. The Secretary of the Senate shall notify the Senate of such action on the next 
Senate legislative day.

 c) When filing an enrolled Senate joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE with the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Senate shall obtain a receipt verifying the exact date and time filed. At the end of each year, the Secretary 
of the Senate shall deposit with the Secretary of State the official printed copy of the Senate joint resolution OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE as adopted by both Houses and obtain a receipt.
1.116 BILL, AND RESOLUTION, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE HISTORY

 The Secretary of the Senate shall keep a record and index of all bills, and resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES received by the Senate. This record shall include the title, bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE 
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MEASURE number, joint resolution letter, name of the sponsor and co­sponsor(s) introducing the bill, or resolution, OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, name of the committee to which the bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE 
is referred, and an entry of all action, including the date, taken on the bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE.
1.117 SENATE ADMINISTRATION AND OFFICE BUDGETS

 a) The Senate Majority Leader shall assign duties to Senate employees not specified by other rules, and shall have final 
approval authority for all expenses for the operation of the Senate, except as provided by law.

 b) In the absence of the Senate Majority Leader, the Assistant Majority Leader shall assume the duties and responsibilities 
of the Senate Majority Leader.

 c) The Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE shall create a budget with the concurrence 
of the Senate Majority Leader, discuss it with the Senate Minority Leader and present it to the Committee on Appropriations 
at the beginning of each budget year. The form of the budget shall parallel, as closely as practical, the departmental 
budgets presented to the Committee on Appropriations.

 d) The Senate financial records shall be open for public inspection. Upon a WRITTEN request that describes the financial 
record sufficiently to enable the Senate to find the financial record, a person has a right to inspect, copy, or receive copies 
of that financial record of the Senate. Documents shall be available for inspection during normal business hours. The 
Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE shall keep a record of these requests.

 1) A copy of the Senate financial records shall be on file with the Secretary of the Senate SENATE BUSINESS 
OFFICE, who WHICH shall have overall authority to administer the Senate financial records under the direction of 
the Senate Majority Leader. The Secretary of the Senate shall provide to each Senator access to information regarding 
the status of the Senator’s staff account, office operations account, and committee operations account for any standing 
committee that he or she chairs. The Senate Majority Leader shall have access to the reports for the accounts of all 
Senators.

 1) The Secretary of the Senate shall serve as the Senate Information Officer to respond to requests for Senate financial 
records from the public and the media on behalf of a Senator or the Senate. All requests must include the first and last 
name, mailing address, and phone number of the requester. When the Secretary of the Senate receives a written request 
for a public record, the Secretary shall immediately, but not more than five (5) business days after the day the request is 
received unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the person making the request, respond to the request by one (1) of the 
following:

 A) Grant the request.
 B) Issue a written notice to the requesting person denying the request.
 C) Grant the request in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person denying the request in part.
 D) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than ten (10) business days the period during 

which the Senate shall respond to the request. The Senate shall not issue more than one (1) notice of extension for a 
particular request.

 If the Senate fails to respond to the written request within these guidelines, there will be a fine of $250 and all Senate 
copying and inspection fees shall be waived.

 2) As used in this section, “financial record” means a budget, account, contract, purchase order, an expenditure 
authorization, voucher, check, warrant, lease, audit report, balance sheet, travel voucher, or other such summaries of 
financial transactions.

 3) The following information contained in Senate financial records is exempt from disclosure under this rule:
 A) Information of a personal nature contained in financial records where the public disclosure of the information would 

constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual’s privacy. Such exempt information would include, but not be 
limited to, the following:

 (i) An employee’s social security account number, financial institution record, electronic transfer fund number, deferred 
compensation, savings bonds, W­2 and W­4 forms, and any court enforced judgment.

 (ii) An employee’s benefit selection.
 (iii) Telephone bill detail including the telephone number and name of individual called.
 (iv) Unemployment compensation and workers’ disability compensation records.
 B) Records and information specifically described and exempted from disclosure under statute or subject to attorney­

client privilege.
 C) A bid or proposal by a person to enter into a contract or agreement, until the time for the public opening of bids or 

proposals, or if a public opening is not to be conducted, until the time for the receipt of bids or proposals has expired.
 D) Commercial or financial information or trade secrets voluntarily provided to the Senate. for use in developing 

government policy if submitted upon a promise of confidentiality by the Senate.
 E) Communications, notes, and electronic data within the Senate or between the Senate and other public bodies of an 

advisory nature. to the extent that they cover other than purely factual materials and are preliminary to the final Senate 
determination of policy or action.

 F) INTERNET-USE RECORDS.
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 G) ANY OTHER DOCUMENT OR RECORD PROTECTED FROM PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BY AGREEMENT, 
CONTRACT, SENATE RULE, OR LAW.

 4) 3) The Senate may charge a reasonable fee for providing a copy of a financial record. The fee shall be limited to 
actual mailing costs and to the actual incremental cost of duplication or publication including labor, the cost of search, 
examination, review, and the deletion of exempt information from nonexempt information.

 5) 4) The Senate may also charge a reasonable fee for providing for the inspection of financial records. This fee may 
include the actual incremental cost of supervising the inspection including labor, the cost of search, examination, review, 
and the deletion of exempt information from nonexempt information.

 6) The Senate may adopt any such other rules and policies as are necessary to provide for the orderly dissemination of 
materials to the public.

 e) Each Senator shall be allotted separate budget amounts for the annual staff account and the annual office operations 
account, as determined by the Senate Majority Leader, to be used on a fiscal year basis. Each standing committee chairperson 
shall be allotted a separate budget amount for the annual committee operations account, as determined by the Senate 
Majority Leader. The amounts allocated to these accounts may be adjusted for all Senate offices by the Senate Majority 
Leader. Any unused amount in a fiscal year shall not be carried into the succeeding year. A Senator shall not exceed the 
annual limits for each of these accounts without approval of the Senate Majority Leader.

 f) The Senate Majority Leader shall establish guidelines to allow Senators to transfer a limited amount of funds 
between their own staff account and their office operations account. 
1.118 SECRETARY OF THE SENATE ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES

 a) With the approval of the Senate Majority Leader, the Secretary of the Senate, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE, shall appoint a staff to conduct the business of the Senate.

 b) The Secretary of the Senate shall exercise supervisory care and control of the Senate Chamber, AND all Senate rooms, 
corridors, furniture, and equipment IN THE CAPITOL. Upon approval of the Senate Majority Leader, the Secretary of 
the Senate shall purchase all necessary furniture, carpet, equipment, postage, supplies, and services for use by the Senate.

 c) The Secretary of the Senate shall install and maintain any equipment approved for use by the Senate.
 C) d) The Secretary of the Senate shall have responsibility for the development and maintenance of a system for 

preserving records of the Senate and its committees. The Secretary of the Senate shall issue guidelines for the organization 
and preservation of these records.

 D) e) The Secretary of the Senate shall be responsible for keeping the Senate seal and for affixing the Senate seal to 
official Senate documents, as authorized by the Senate Majority Leader. The Senate seal shall be comprised of the coat 
of arms of the State of Michigan encompassed by the words: “Senate ­ State of Michigan”.

 E) f) The Secretary of the Senate shall maintain a schedule of Senate committee rooms.
 F) g) The Secretary of the Senate shall make and maintain an official tape of all sessions of the Senate. Copies of the 
official tape shall be made only upon application approved by the Senate Majority Leader. All official tapes of the Senate 
sessions shall be transferred to the State Archives four (4) years following the end of each biennial session of the Senate.
 G) h) The Secretary of the Senate shall compile and maintain a list of appointments by the Governor subject to the 
advice and consent power of the Senate. This list shall contain the name and function of the office, the holder of the 
office, the date of appointment, and the expiration date of the officeholder’s term. This list shall be posted on the Senate 
Website.
 H) i) The Secretary of the Senate shall compile and maintain a list of the appointments that the Senate Majority Leader 
or the Senate Minority Leader are authorized to make to various boards and commissions. This list shall contain the name 
and function of the office, the holder of the office, the date of appointment, and the expiration date of the officeholder’s 
term. This list shall be posted on the Senate Website.
1.119 DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE; ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES

 A) THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE SENATE 
MAJORITY LEADER.

 B) THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BUSINESS AND 
FINANCIAL RECORDS OF THE SENATE.

 C) UPON APPROVAL OF THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS 
OFFICE SHALL PURCHASE ALL NECESSARY FURNITURE, CARPET, EQUIPMENT, POSTAGE, 
SUPPLIES, AND SERVICES FOR USE BY THE SENATE.

 D) THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE SHALL INSTALL AND MAINTAIN ANY EQUIPMENT 
APPROVED FOR USE BY THE SENATE.

 E) AS AUTHORIZED BY THE SENATE MAJORITY LEADER, THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS 
OFFICE MAY SIGN PAPERS, FORMS, DOCUMENTS, AND CONTRACTS ON BEHALF OF THE SENATE.
1.120 1.119 DUTIES OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS

 a) The Sergeant at Arms shall be the chief security officer of the Senate. Under the direction of the Senate Majority 
Leader, the Secretary of the Senate shall supervise and direct the work of the Sergeant at Arms, Assistant Sergeants at Arms, 
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and may commission the Sergeant at Arms and Assistant Sergeants at Arms, who meet the certification requirements of 
this state, as law enforcement officers with the powers provided under the Legislative Sergeant at Arms Police Powers 
Act (see MCL 4.381­4.382).

 b) The Sergeant at Arms shall attend the Senate during its sessions and maintain order under the direction of the 
presiding officer. The Sergeant at Arms shall execute the commands of the presiding officer and of the Senate, and all 
processes issued by authority thereof.

 c) The Sergeant at Arms shall have general charge, and maintain order, in the gallery, Chamber, and committee rooms 
of the Senate. The Sergeant at Arms shall see that all staff and visitors are seated.
1.121 1.120 EXECUTIVE SESSION

 On a motion made and carried that the Senate go into executive session, the presiding officer shall direct all persons, 
except Senators, the Secretary of the Senate, and personnel as authorized by the Senate, to withdraw. The vote of a 
majority of the Senators voting shall be required on a motion for executive session, except for executive sessions called 
under Rule 2.104. During an executive session, the doors shall remain closed and every Senator and officer shall keep 
confidential all proceedings and matters enjoined by order of the Senate (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 20).

CHAPTER I - SECTION 2
MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES

1.201 OATH OF OFFICE
 The oath of office to Senators­elect shall be administered following the November general election up to and including 

the first day of regular session, or as soon thereafter as a Senator­elect may appear. The oath shall be administered by 
the Lieutenant Governor, a Justice of the Supreme Court, a Judge of the Court of Appeals, or the Secretary of the Senate 
(see Const. Art. 11, Sec. 1).
1.202 CONTESTED ELECTIONS

 a) A petition for a recount shall be filed not later than forty­eight (48) hours following the completion of the canvass 
of the votes cast at an election. A copy of the petition shall be given by the contestant to the Secretary of the Senate (see 
MCL 168.879). Notice of receipt of the petitions shall be announced by the Secretary of the Senate and printed in the 
Journal.

 b) Each contestant requesting a recount shall deposit with the Secretary of State, Bureau of Elections, the amount 
provided by law for each precinct in which he or she has requested a recount (see MCL 168.881).

 c) Upon completion of a recount, the Board of State Canvassers shall forward a report of the results to the Secretary of 
the Senate and the report shall be announced by the Secretary of the Senate and printed in the Journal (see MCL 168.879).

 d) In the case of two (2) or more persons having equal and the highest number of votes for any office, as canvassed 
by the Board of State Canvassers, the Board of State Canvassers shall certify the result of the canvass to the Legislature 
and in joint convention the Legislature shall choose one (1) of said persons to fill the office. When the determination of 
the Board of State Canvassers is contested, the Legislature in joint convention shall decide which person is elected (see 
MCL 168.846).
1.203 PROCEDURE FOR EXCLUSION

 a) A Senator­elect shall not be given the oath of office or seated as a Senator if he or she has been convicted of 
subversion or has, within the preceding twenty (20) years, been convicted of a felony involving breach of the public trust 
(see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 7) or has within the preceding twenty (20) years, been convicted of a felony involving dishonesty, 
deceit, fraud, or a breach of public trust and that conviction was related to the person’s official capacity while the person 
was holding any elective office or position of employment in local, state, or federal government (see Const. Art. 11, 
Sec. 8). Upon finding by a majority vote of the Senators elected and serving that a Senator­elect has committed an offense 
within the provisions of this rule, he or she shall be declared to be unqualified for membership in the Senate and his or 
her office declared vacant.

 b) Questions arising from challenges to the elections or returns of its members shall be decided by a vote of a majority 
of the Senators elected and serving (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 16). In cases of contested elections or returns, notice setting 
forth the grounds of the contest shall be given by the contestant to the Secretary of the Senate not later than January 7 
following the general election, or not later than twenty (20) days following the special election.

 c) The Senate, with concurrence of two­thirds of its members elected and serving, may expel a member. The reasons 
for such expulsion shall be printed in the Journal (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 16).
1.204 EXCUSED ABSENCE

 The Senate may excuse any Senator from attendance for any stated period, and the excused absence shall be printed in 
the Journal. The Senate may revoke an excuse at any time.
1.205 SENATORS DEEMED PRESENT UNLESS EXCUSED

 a) A Senator who answers an attendance roll call or who enters after an attendance roll call and reports his or her 
presence to the Secretary of the Senate shall be considered present thereafter unless an excused absence is granted.

 b) A Senator may be recognized prior to the invocation and the attendance roll call only for the purpose of presenting 
a motion to adjourn. Should such a motion to adjourn prevail, there shall be no official invocation and attendance roll 
call for that day. 
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1.206 COMPENSATION FOR SENATORS
 The compensation of Senators is determined by the State Officers Compensation Commission, as provided by law. Senators 

shall not collect from the Senator’s staff account any compensation, expense allowance, or mileage reimbursement.
1.207 FACILITIES FOR SENATORS

 Each Senator shall be entitled to facilities, equipment, furnishings, and expenses that are necessary to fulfill the duties 
of office. The location of facilities and the sufficiency of equipment, furnishings, and expenses shall be determined 
through guidelines ESTABLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE, issued by UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF the Senate Majority Leader.
1.208 EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT

 Expense reimbursement for travel, lodging, meals, registration fees, and related items shall be made in accordance 
with an established set of regulations as determined and published ESTABLISHED by the DIRECTOR OF THE 
BUSINESS OFFICE, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE Senate Majority Leader. The regulations shall set forth the 
guidelines for amounts, methods of payment, and time of payment for such items. When, in the judgment of the Senate 
Majority Leader, the regulations need revision, the Senate Majority Leader may DIRECT THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
BUSINESS OFFICE TO make the revision upon fifteen (15)­day notice to all Senators. The regulations shall include 
the following:

 a) Out­of­state expenses of a Senator, or Senate employee, shall not be paid by the Senate unless a written request has 
been approved by the parties specified in the regulations and by the Senate Majority Leader, and has been filed with the 
Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE prior to departure.

 b) The A TRAVEL request shall state the purpose for making the trip, the relevance of the trip to legislative matters, 
and an estimate of the cost.

 c) A Senator, or Senate employee, shall file a written and signed post­travel report with the Secretary of the Senate 
DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE not more than twenty (20) calendar days after returning. These reports shall 
be retained by the Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE until no longer required by law. 
If a report is not filed within twenty (20) calendar days after returning, expenses may not be reimbursed by the Senate. 
Senate funds received in advance of departure shall be returned in full if the report is not filed within twenty (20) calendar 
days after returning. The report shall include a summary of the relevant legislative information, material pertinent thereto, 
and itemized expenditures.

 d) An expenditure for travel by a Senator, or Senate employee, shall not be paid by the Senate unless that expenditure 
is itemized and receipted (except in cases in which receipts are not ordinarily provided).

 e) Expenses for out­of­state travel by Senators shall be printed in the Journal on a quarterly basis.
 f) A Senator, or an employee of a Senator, shall not incur out­of­state travel expenses after the Senator is defeated in 

a Senate primary or general election, or upon the failure of the Senator to file for election while serving the balance of 
his or her unexpired term, unless approved by the Senate Majority Leader.
1.209 MAILING

 a) The mailing or printing at Senate expense of any personal or campaign material is prohibited.
 b) A Senator, or committee of the Senate, shall not use state funds to mail one thousand (1,000) or more pieces of 

substantially similar material thirty (30) days or less before a primary or general election, in which the Senator is a candidate. 
This rule does not apply if the mailing is a summary of a ballot proposal and is approved by the Senate Majority Leader.

 c) The Senate shall not make payment for a mass mailing sent outside the district of the Senator making the mailing. 
In determining whether a violation of this rule has occurred, recognition shall be given to established mass mailing 
techniques.

 d) The DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE Senate Majority Leader, 
shall develop and disseminate guidelines for printing and mass mailing.

 e) The cost of pieces mailed by a Senator which were paid for by Senate funds shall be tabulated and recorded by the 
Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE.

CHAPTER I - SECTION 3
LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT AND ETHICS

1.301 LEGISLATIVE CONDUCT
 Each Senator shall conduct himself or herself to justify the confidence placed in him or her by the people and shall, 

by personal example and admonition to colleagues, maintain the integrity and responsibility of his or her office.
1.302 ATTENDANCE AND VOTING

 Every Senator is expected to vote on each roll call vote, unless absent or prohibited from voting by Rule 1.306. A Senator 
who misses a roll call vote may request that a vote intention be printed in the Senate Journal reflecting how he or she 
would have voted. 
1.303 IMPROPER INFLUENCE

 A Senator shall not accept anything that will influence his or her official act, decision, or vote.
1.304 CONFLICTING EMPLOYMENT

 A Senator shall not allow any personal employment to impair his or her independence of judgment in the exercise of 
his or her official duties.
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1.305 UNDUE INFLUENCE
 A Senator shall not use his or her influence in any matter that involves substantial conflict between his or her personal 

interest and his or her duties in the public interest.
1.306 DISCLOSURE AND DISQUALIFICATION

 A Senator having a personal, private, or professional interest in a bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, of which 
he or she has knowledge, shall not vote on the bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE and shall disclose in writing his 
or her interest in the bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE. A personal, private, or professional interest in a bill OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE is an interest that would provide a benefit particular to a Senator or a benefit particular to 
any individual or entity to whom the Senator is financially or legally obligated or is personally related. The disclosure 
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate to be printed in the Journal immediately following the record of the vote 
on the bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE. If a Senator votes on a bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE that might 
appear at the time of the vote to provide a benefit particular to that Senator or a benefit particular to any individual or 
entity to whom the Senator is financially or legally obligated or is personally related, a Senator may submit a statement 
explaining his or her reasons for voting. The statement shall be printed in the Journal.
1.307 SEXUAL HARASSMENT

 Sexual harassment of Senators and Senate employees is prohibited and will not be tolerated by the Senate. The Senate 
Majority Leader DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE shall establish a Senate Majority Leader policy to implement 
this prohibition.
1.308 SENATE EMPLOYEES AND CONFLICTS

 Senate employees, including those elected by the Senate or those employees specifically provided for by other Senate 
rules, shall be accountable to the intent of Chapter I ­ Section 3 where applicable.
1.309 IMPROPER USE OF STAFF AND FACILITIES

 a) A Senator shall not convert for personal, business and/or campaign use, unrelated to Senate business, any supplies, 
services, facilities, or staff provided by the State of Michigan. This includes, but is not limited to, telephones, facsimile 
machines, computers, postage, and copy machines.

 b) Personal business and incidental campaign calls, when charged to the state, are clearly contrary to the proper use of 
these facilities.

 c) Personal and business calls must be charged to the caller’s residence telephone, personal credit card, special billing 
number or made from a cellular telephone or pay station. Individuals making unreimbursed personal calls from state 
facilities shall be subject to appropriate sanctions.

 d) In situations where it is not possible to utilize any of the methods outlined above to make a personal call, or 
when other incidental expenses are incurred, the Senate’s operating procedure shall allow reimbursement to the State of 
Michigan for such calls and expenses.
1.310 ADVISORY OPINIONS

 All questions relating to the interpretation and enforcement of these rules concerning legislative conduct and ethics 
shall be referred to the Committee on Government Operations. A Senator who has a question regarding legislative conduct 
and ethics may submit a factual situation to the Committee on Government Operations with a request for an advisory 
opinion establishing the standard of public duty. The Committee shall respond to each inquiry. All opinions shall, after 
hearing, be numbered, dated, and printed in the Journal. No opinion shall identify the requesting Senator without his or 
her consent.
1.311 PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION

 If a Senator is alleged to have violated the provisions of the rules regulating ethics and conduct, the Committee on 
Government Operations shall determine if the facts underlying the allegation are sufficient to merit a hearing. If a hearing 
is held, the Senator charged with a violation shall be given notice and granted the opportunity to appear at the hearing and 
be represented by counsel. The determination and any disciplinary action shall be made and taken only by a two­thirds 
(2/3) vote of the Senators elected and serving on recommendation of the Committee on Government Operations. A Senator 
determined to have violated the provisions of the rules regulating ethics and conduct may be reprimanded, censured, or 
expelled. Any actions undertaken under this section shall be separate from any prosecutions or penalties otherwise provided 
by law.

CHAPTER I - SECTION 4
SENATE EMPLOYEES

1.401 EMPLOYEES OF EACH SENATOR
 a) All Senators may appoint necessary staff in accordance with Senate rules and subject to policies established by the 

Senate Majority Leader. These employees shall be directly responsible to the Senator. A Senator shall not appoint any 
employee who is related within the first degree of consanguinity or direct affinity to any Senator elected or serving. A 
Senator shall not appoint any employee who is related within the second or third degree of consanguinity or direct affinity 
to any Senator elected or serving without permission of the Senate Majority Leader. 
 b) A person shall not begin employment nor receive any compensation until a Senator has provided the Secretary of 
the Senate BUSINESS OFFICE with the necessary information about the employee.
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 c) A Senate employee shall not convert for personal, business and/or campaign use, unrelated to Senate business, any 
supplies, services, facilities, or staff provided by the State of Michigan. This includes, but is not limited to, telephones, 
facsimile machines, computers, postage, and copy machines.

 d) Personal business and incidental campaign calls, when charged to the state, are clearly contrary to the proper use of 
these facilities.

 e) Personal and business calls must be charged to the caller’s residence telephone, personal credit card, special billing 
number or made from a cellular telephone or pay station. Individuals making unreimbursed personal calls from state 
facilities shall be subject to appropriate sanctions.

 f) In situations where it is not possible to utilize any of the methods outlined above to make a personal call, or when 
other incidental expenses are incurred, the Senate’s operating procedure shall allow reimbursement to the State of 
Michigan for such calls and expenses.
1.402 COMMITTEE CLERKS

 Clerks for standing committees (except for the Appropriations Committee) shall serve under the direction of the Senate 
Majority Leader. The person designated as committee clerk must perform all duties established by the State Constitution 
and Senate rules and must attend committee clerk training sessions provided by the Secretary of the Senate.
1.403 EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT

 The Senate Majority Leader shall appoint employees as may be necessary for the work of the Senate. The Senate 
Majority Leader shall appoint minority staff employees from a list submitted by the Senate Minority Leader. 
1.404 EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION

 a) Compensation for Senate employees shall be established by each Senator within the limits of the budget guidelines 
in accordance with Senate rules and subject to policies issued by the DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE, 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE Senate Majority Leader.

 b) The Senate general fund shall not provide more than two (2) benefit packages for the staff of each minority Senator 
or more than four (4) benefit packages for the staff of each majority Senator unless otherwise determined by the Senate 
Majority Leader.
1.405 EMPLOYEES AS CANDIDATES

 Any Senate employee who files a nominating petition or pays a fee for ballot access or files an affidavit of candidacy 
for a full­time elective office shall be placed on an unpaid leave of absence.
1.406 TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT

 The Senate Majority Leader shall have the right to terminate the services of any employee and the pay of the employee 
shall stop on the day of dismissal. This rule shall not apply to any employee elected by the Senate or those employees 
specifically provided for by other Senate rules.

CHAPTER II - SECTION 1
COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

2.101 AUTHORIZATION FOR STANDING COMMITTEES
 Permanent standing committees and commissions of or appointed by the Senate, when created by rule of the Senate, 

shall exist and function both during and between sessions (see MCL 4.221). Permanent standing committees and commissions 
of or appointed by the Senate may by resolution perform and exercise such powers and authority in the interim between 
sessions as shall be delegated to such committees or commissions in said resolution(s).
2.102 POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMITTEES

 a) Any Senator, while acting as a member of a committee, shall have authority to administer oaths to such persons as 
shall be examined before the committee of which he or she is a member (see MCL 4.85).

 b) Any committee may, by resolution of the Senate, be authorized to administer oaths, subpoena witnesses, and examine 
the books and records of any persons, partnerships, or corporations involved in a matter properly before any committee 
(see MCL 4.101).

 c) Any witness, or attorney representing a witness, may be punished for contempt by the Legislature (see MCL 4.82 
and 4.101), under either of the following circumstances:

 1) During a committee investigation and pursuant to a committee subpoena, he or she:
 a) Refuses to be sworn or testify, or
 b) Fails on demand to produce any papers, books, or documents in regards to any matter under investigation, or
 c) Otherwise neglects or refuses to obey the committee subpoena.
 2) He or she is guilty of deliberately interfering with the duties and powers of the Legislature while in attendance at a 

committee hearing.
 d) Contempt of the Legislature shall be punishable as provided by law (see MCL 4.82 and 4.83).

2.103 STANDING COMMITTEES
 The standing committees of the Senate shall be:
 Agriculture (5 members)
 Appropriations (17 members)
 Banking and Financial Institutions (8 members)
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 Commerce (5 members)
 Economic Development AND INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT (7 members)
 Education (5 members)
 Elections and Government Reform (5 members)
 Energy and Technology (10 members)
 Families, Seniors and Human Services (5 members)
 Finance (7 members)
 Government Operations (5 members)
 Health Policy (10 members)
 Insurance (9 members)
 Judiciary (5 members)
 Local Government (5 members)
 Michigan Competitiveness (5 members)
 Natural Resources (5 members)
 Outdoor Recreation and Tourism (5 members)
 Regulatory Reform (9 members)
 Transportation (5 members)
 Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security (5 members)
 Statutory standing committees:
 Administrative Rules (5 members) (see MCL 24.235)
 Legislative Council (6 members and 3 alternates) (see MCL 4.1103)
 Legislative Retirement Board of Trustees (2 members) (see MCL 38.1026)
 Michigan Capitol Committee (4 members) (see MCL 4.1701)

2.104 COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
 a) All appointments to office submitted by the Governor, and any other executive business, shall be referred to the 

Committee on Government Operations. No appointment shall be voted upon until it has been printed in the Journal. 
 1) Any appointment not disapproved within sixty (60) session days after receipt shall stand confirmed (see Const. 

Art. 5, Sec. 6). 
 2) On all appointments to office reported favorably, the question shall be on advising and consenting to the appointment. 

On all appointments reported unfavorably or without recommendation, the question shall be on the disapproval of the 
appointment.

 3) The vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving by record roll call vote shall be required to approve or 
disapprove any appointment to office submitted by the Governor. Any appointments considered by the Senate shall be in 
open session, unless a majority of the Senators elected and serving shall vote in favor of an executive session (see Const. 
Art. 4, Sec. 19).

 b) If an appointment is made at a time when the sixty (60) days would lapse during an extended recess of the Senate, 
the Senate Majority Leader may schedule a session of the Senate for the sole purpose of carrying out the Senate’s 
constitutional duties to advise and consent on gubernatorial appointments. The Senate Majority Leader shall notify the 
Secretary of the Senate at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the date of the scheduled session. The Secretary of the 
Senate shall take all reasonable steps to notify the members of the Senate of the scheduled session.

 c) Effective upon written notification to the Secretary of the Senate, the chairperson of the Committee on Government 
Operations may request a Senate standing committee to hold hearings and make written recommendations to the Committee 
on Government Operations on a gubernatorial appointment or an executive order. The Senate standing committee shall 
adopt by committee vote a recommendation to the Committee on Government Operations.

 d) Executive orders issued by the Governor, except those dealing with matters of appropriations or expenditure reductions, 
shall be referred to the Committee on Government Operations. Any executive order dealing with matters of executive 
reorganization may be disapproved by a resolution concurred in by a majority of the members elected to and serving in 
each House within sixty (60) calendar days after receipt at a regular session, or a full regular session if of shorter duration. 
Unless disapproved within that time, the executive order shall become effective at a date thereafter to be designated by 
the Governor (see Const. Art. 5, Sec. 2).

 e) Executive orders dealing with matters of appropriations or expenditure reductions shall be referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations (see MCL 18.1391).

 f) The Committee on Government Operations shall receive for review all reports presented by the legislative auditor 
general. 

 g) Effective upon written notification to the Secretary of the Senate, the chairperson of the Committee on Government 
Operations may request a Senate standing committee to hold hearings and make written recommendations to the Committee 
on Government Operations on an auditor general report. The Senate standing committee shall adopt by a committee vote 
a recommendation to the Committee on Government Operations. 
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2.105 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS AND TEMPORARY MEMBERS
 a) The first named member of any committee shall be the chairperson, the second named member shall be the majority 

vice chairperson, and the remaining members of the committee shall rank in the order in which they are named. The first 
named member of the minority party shall be the minority vice chairperson. In the temporary absence of the chairperson 
and majority vice chairperson, the highest ranking member in attendance shall act as chairperson. When all members of 
a subcommittee are also members of the standing committee, the committee chairperson shall appoint the subcommittee 
members.

 b) In the apparent prolonged absence of a member of a committee, the Senate Majority Leader shall fill the vacancy by 
appointing a committee member who shall serve until the absent Senator returns. A temporary committee member shall 
not be appointed chairperson of the committee by the Senate Majority Leader.
2.106 CALLING OF A COMMITTEE

 It shall be the duty of any committee to meet at the call of the chairperson, or on the written request of a majority of 
the members of the committee. The call or request must contain the date, time, and place of the meeting. No committee 
of any status shall sit during a session of the Senate, except during recess, unless leave is granted by the Senate. No 
committee shall use the Senate Chamber for a public hearing during any regular or special session of the Legislature.
2.107 NOTICE OF MEETINGS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

 a) A committee may hold a meeting or public hearing on any bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE 
referred to the committee and on any issue relevant to the subject matter of the committee. Notice of the meeting or 
hearing, its subject, date, time, and place, shall be given in writing to the Secretary of the Senate who shall print it in 
the Journal and on the Senate calendar and post it where appropriate (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 17). Oral announcement 
regarding a meeting or public hearing may be given to the Senate during a session by the chairperson, or a member, of 
the committee holding the meeting or public hearing.

 b) Notice of all committee meetings and public hearings shall comply with the Michigan Open Meetings Act (see MCL 
15.261­15.275).
2.108 COMMITTEE STAFFING

 In addition to the allocation for staff as provided in Rule 1.117(e), the committee chairperson may appoint additional 
committee personnel as authorized by the Senate Majority Leader. The Senate Majority Leader may authorize joint 
utilization of personnel with the House of Representatives and may authorize the Senate to share in the cost. 
2.109 COMMITTEE EXPENSES

 No committee may receive reimbursement for expenses unless authorized by the Senate Majority Leader. A report of 
committee expenses, prepared by the chairperson and the Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS 
OFFICE from the documents on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s office SENATE BUSINESS OFFICE and approved 
by the chairperson, shall be filed quarterly with the Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE. 
The report shall include the date, payee, amount, and purpose of the expenditure. The Secretary of the Senate DIRECTOR 
OF THE BUSINESS OFFICE shall NOTIFY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, FOR print PRINTING in the 
Journal, that the expense report is on file and open for public inspection.

CHAPTER II - SECTION 2
COMMITTEE PROCEDURE

2.201 COMMITTEE QUORUM
 A quorum of a committee is a majority of the committee. The affirmative vote of a majority of the committee members 

serving is required to adopt an amendment or substitute to a bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE and 
to report any matter to the Senate. A member must be present at the time a roll call is taken for his or her vote to count 
toward the required majority concurrence.
2.202 COMMITTEE RECORDS

 a) Each committee clerk shall keep a record of the assigned standing committee proceedings, including the date and time 
of each meeting, the committee members present and absent, and all action on bills, and resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES in the committee with the names and votes of members (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 17). A member of the 
committee wishing to explain his or her vote may file a written explanation with the clerk of the committee within 
two (2) legislative days after the vote is taken, which explanation shall be attached to the minutes. All minutes shall 
be available for public inspection during reasonable business hours. The committee record of its proceedings shall be 
transmitted biennially to the Secretary of the Senate within thirty (30) days of the final adjournment of the Legislature. 
The Secretary of the Senate shall be responsible for the storage of the committee minutes and records of its proceedings, 
which shall be available for public inspection upon request.

 b) The committee clerk of each committee shall keep the committee files, recordings, tapes, records, memoranda, or 
written documents in storage cabinets which are separate from his or her other records. The committee clerk shall provide 
the Secretary of the Senate with the identification numbers of the storage cabinets containing the committee records. The 
Secretary of the Senate shall tag the designated storage cabinets and maintain a record of this information.
2.203 COMMITTEE REPORTS

 a) All committees shall file a report of their activities following each meeting. All reports shall be submitted on 
a form prescribed and furnished by the Secretary of the Senate. The reports shall include the date, time, and place 
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of the committee meeting, the members in attendance, the vote of each committee member on any bill, resolution, 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, or other business, and the committee’s recommendation on immediate effect for any bill 
and shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Senate. The committee recommendation for immediate effect shall be 
considered on House bills at the time of Senate passage and on Senate bills upon their return from the House unless the 
Senate has previously given the bill immediate effect. All committees shall submit an attendance report to the Secretary 
of the Senate within two (2) Senate legislative days of the committee meeting. The Secretary of the Senate shall cause 
all committee reports and attendance reports to be printed in the Journal.

 b) Except for a committee report recommending a substitute, any bill, resolution, ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, or 
other business reported out of any committee shall be filed with the Secretary of the Senate as soon as possible and not 
later than 4:00 p.m. on the next calendar day (excluding weekends and holidays). A committee report recommending 
a substitute shall be filed not later than 4:00 p.m. on the second calendar day (excluding weekends and holidays). The 
Secretary of the Senate shall have the authority to retrieve any report not filed by these deadlines.

 c) If a bill, joint resolution, ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, or other business is reported back to the Senate with 
the recommendation that it be referred to a second committee, the reported bill, joint resolution, ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE, or other business, and any amendments, shall be referred to that committee in accordance with Rule 3.106.

 d) All business not reported by a committee shall be returned to the Secretary of the Senate at the conclusion of each 
biennium.
2.204 ITEMS REPORTED WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION

 All items reported without recommendation, with or without amendments, by any committee shall lie on the table 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. To take from the table any item placed on the table in this manner shall require 
the vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving.
2.205 MANUAL OF COMMITTEE PROCEDURE
 The rules of parliamentary law and practice in the most recent edition of Mason’s “Manual of Legislative Procedure” 
shall govern committee procedure in all cases except when they are inconsistent with the standing rules and published 
precedents of the Senate and its committees.
2.206 COMMITTEE TELEVISING, WEBCASTING AND CONDUCT
 a) Senate committee meetings may be taped, televised live or webcast through the equipment operated by the Secretary 
of the Senate staff.
 b) No person shall engage in any conduct during a Senate committee meeting which undermines the decorum of the 
meeting. All individual electronic devices during a committee meeting shall be turned off or left on non­audible alert. 
Failure to follow a warning issued by the chairperson may result in the device(s) being confiscated upon direction of the 
committee chairperson for the remainder of the meeting.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 1
ORDER OF BUSINESS

3.101 TIME OF SESSION
 The Senate shall convene at 10:00 a.m. Tuesday through Thursday except on state holidays, unless otherwise ordered 

by the Senate.
3.102 ORDER OF BUSINESS

 The order of business of the Senate shall be as follows:
  1. Call to Order
  2. Invocation
  3. Pledge of Allegiance 
  4. Attendance Roll Call
  5. Motions and Communications
  6. Messages from the Governor
  7. Messages from the House
  8. Conference Reports
  9. Third Reading of Bills
 10. General Orders
 11. Resolutions
 12. Introduction and Referral of Bills
 13. Statements
 14. Adjournment

3.103 CHANGE OF ORDER OF BUSINESS
 The Senate may change, bypass, or return to any order of business at any time by the consent of a majority of those 

voting.
3.104 QUORUM OF THE SENATE

 a) A majority of Senators elected and serving shall constitute a quorum (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 14).
 b) Routine business on which no vote of the Senate is required may be disposed of on any day, with or without a 

quorum present, and proper entries shall be printed in the Journal.
 c) In the absence of a quorum, a motion is in order to order a Call of the Senate, recess or adjourn.
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3.105 COMMUNICATIONS TO THE SENATE
 The Secretary of the Senate shall compile official communications received by the Senate and shall make them available 

to all Senators. The presiding officer shall refer all communications which are informational only, to the Secretary of the 
Senate in one (1) order for their printing in the Journal.
3.106 COMMITTEE REPORTS ON THE CALENDAR

 a) All committee reports in the possession of the Secretary of the Senate shall be placed on the Senate calendar under 
the heading of Committee Reports. The Senate calendar shall be closed for printing at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday. If a Senate committee is scheduled to meet on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday, the Senate calendar for a Tuesday 
session shall be closed for printing at 9:30 a.m. on Monday. If there is a Friday session, the calendar shall be closed 
at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday. If Monday is a state holiday, the Senate calendar for Tuesday shall be closed for printing on 
Friday at 12:00 noon. 

 b) A Senator may object to a committee report on the basis of its sufficiency or proper authorization. The presiding 
officer shall place the objection before the Senate for its decision.

 c) All committee reports shall be laid over one (1) day. After one (1) session day a committee report shall be considered 
accepted and the item shall be referred as appropriate.
3.107 RESOLUTION CONSENT CALENDAR

 a) The Senate Majority Floor Leader and the Senate Minority Floor Leader or members who are their designees 
shall jointly compile a list to be known as the resolution consent calendar. It shall consist of Senate resolutions, Senate 
concurrent resolutions, and House concurrent resolutions which do not require committee referral and consideration, and 
the adoption of which may be accomplished by a majority of those voting. Resolutions which are subject to the voting 
requirements of Senate Rule 3.501, or governed by a voting requirement in statute, shall not be placed on the resolution 
consent calendar.

 b) Resolutions on the consent calendar shall be disposed of in a single vote. Before stating the question of adoption of 
the consent calendar, the presiding officer shall ask if there are objections. The objection of any Senator to the placement 
of one (1) or more items on the resolution consent calendar shall result in the removal of the stated item or items from 
that calendar.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 2
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

3.201 FIVE DAYS’ POSSESSION
 No bill shall be passed or become law, AND NO ALTERNATIVE MEASURE SHALL BE ADOPTED, at any regular 

session of the Legislature until it has been printed or reproduced and in possession of the Senate for at least five (5) days 
(see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 26).
3.202 BILLS, AND RESOLUTIONS, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES AMENDED BY THE HOUSE

 All bills, joint resolutions, and concurrent resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES returned by the House 
with amendments shall be laid over one (1) day. Consideration of bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURES shall be resumed the following day under the same order of business. Consideration of resolutions shall be 
resumed the following day under the order of Resolutions.
3.203 REFERRAL OF BILLS, AND RESOLUTIONS, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES 

 a) The Senate Majority Leader shall refer all bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES to a 
standing committee no later than one (1) Senate legislative day after being submitted to the Secretary of the Senate. The 
presiding officer shall announce the reference of all bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES.

 b) A bill introduced pursuant to the timely filing of a notice of objection by the Joint Committee on Administrative 
Rules to a proposed administrative rule shall be read twice and placed on the Senate calendar under the order of business 
of General Orders (see MCL 24.245a(3)).

 c) The Senate Majority Leader may change the original referral of a bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE 
by oral notice to the Senate or written communication submitted to the Secretary of the Senate before the end of session 
on the next Senate legislative day following the day of the original referral. Notices of the written communication shall 
be announced by the Secretary of the Senate during session and both oral and written notifications shall be printed in the 
Journal.

 d) It shall be in order at any time before the final passage of any bill or the adoption of any resolution OR ALTERNATIVE 
MEASURE to move its commitment or recommitment to committee.

 e) The vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving shall be required to discharge a committee from further 
consideration of any item referred to that committee.
3.204 RESOLUTIONS 

 a) All resolutions shall be accompanied by nine (9) true copies. Resolutions which are not subject to provisions in other 
Senate rules shall be read once by title to the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Government Operations. Once 
submitted to the Secretary of the Senate, resolutions become the property of the Senate and shall remain in the possession 
of the Secretary of the Senate. Concurrent resolutions shall be transmitted to the House on adoption.

 b) Once a resolution is submitted to the Secretary of the Senate, any Senator and the President of the Senate wishing to 
co­sponsor it shall complete a form provided by the Secretary of the Senate. A member must be present and specifically 
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request to be named as a co­sponsor of a resolution. After adoption of a Senate resolution, the presiding officer may open 
the voting board to allow Senators to add their names as co­sponsors.

 c) After a Senate concurrent resolution has been adopted by both Houses and is returned to the Senate, the Secretary 
of the Senate is authorized to order the printing of the concurrent resolution unless amended by the House or otherwise 
directed by the Senate.
3.205 PRINTING

 All bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES shall be printed or reproduced after introduction 
unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. No bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall be reported 
from a standing committee until it has been printed or reproduced.
3.206 THE BILL TITLE

 The title of a bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall include:
 a) The object of the bill OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, and
 b) A reference to the section(s), act, and compilation numbers when amending any act which has been compiled. 

3.207 THREE SEPARATE READINGS
 Every bill, and joint resolution, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall receive three (3) separate readings prior to its 

being passed or adopted. The presiding officer shall announce whether it is the first, second, or third reading. The first and 
second readings may be by title only. The third reading of a bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE 
shall be in full unless otherwise ordered unanimously by the Senate. The third reading of a bill, or joint resolution, OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall be on a day subsequent to that on which it is read a second time or is reported by 
the Committee of the Whole (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 26).
3.208 INITIATIVE PETITIONS

 a) Initiative petitions received by the Secretary of the Senate from the Secretary of State shall be stamped with the date 
and time measured in hours and minutes. The Secretary of the Senate shall deliver the initiative petition to the Senate 
Majority Leader to be available for referral to committee on the next Senate legislative day (see Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9).

 b) Each initiative petition, when introduced, shall be read a first and second time by title and referred to committee. 
When reported out of committee, each initiative petition shall be placed on the order of Third Reading of Bills. 

 c) Any law proposed by initiative petition shall be either enacted or rejected by the Legislature without change or 
amendment within forty (40) calendar days from the time such petition is received in the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate (see Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9).

 d) If the Senate rejects an A LAW PROPOSED BY initiative petition, the Senate may propose a different 
(“ALTERNATIVE”) measure on UPON the same subject. by a yea and nay vote on separate roll calls. AN 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE SHALL BE LABELED “ALTERNATIVE MEASURE NO. ___ TO A LAW 
PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION”. AN ALTERNATIVE MEASURE SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
FOR A SECOND READING UNLESS A LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION HAS BEEN REJECTED 
BY A HOUSE. AN ALTERNATIVE MEASURE SHALL REQUIRE A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE MEMBERS 
ELECTED AND SERVING FOR ADOPTION, AND THE VOTE SHALL BE BY RECORD ROLL CALL. If the 
different ALTERNATIVE measure is passed ADOPTED by both Houses of the Legislature, both measures shall be 
submitted to the electors for approval or rejection at the next general election (see Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9).

CHAPTER III - SECTION 3
MOTIONS

3.301 RECOGNITION
 The presiding officer shall recognize Senators to speak in the order in which they press their “request to speak” button, 

except when a Senator seeks recognition to introduce guests or to raise a point of order. A Senator, when recognized, 
shall address the presiding officer, standing at the microphone nearest to his or her desk.
3.302 PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS

 The following motions shall take precedence in the order listed: 
 1. To fix the time to which to adjourn
 2. To adjourn
 3. To take a recess
 4. To lay on the table
 5. For the previous question
 6. To postpone to a day certain
 7. To commit or recommit to committee
 8. To amend
 9. To postpone indefinitely

3.303 MOTION IN WRITING
 No motion shall be debated until stated by the presiding officer or Chair. Any motion shall be reduced to writing on 

demand of the presiding officer, Chair or any Senator. The written motion shall be presented to the Secretary of the Senate 
and read before it is debated.
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3.304 MOTION WITHDRAWAL
 Any motion may be withdrawn by the maker of the motion before it is amended or adopted.

3.305 NONDEBATABLE MOTIONS
 a) The motions to adjourn, to recess, to reconsider, to lay on the table, for the previous question, to suspend the rules, 

and all questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided without debate.
 b) A nondebatable motion is not in order if the Senator, making the motion, speaks immediately before offering the 

motion, except a member may explain an amendment and then move to withdraw it from consideration.
3.306 CONSIDERATION FOLLOWING A RECESS

 When a recess is taken during the pendency of any question, the consideration of the question shall be resumed on the 
reassembling of the Senate.
3.307 MOTION TO LAY ON THE TABLE

 A motion to lay on the table shall carry with it all pending subsidiary questions except in case of laying an appeal 
or a motion to reconsider on the table. A motion taken from the table shall be divested of all subsidiary motions except 
motions to amend. The vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving shall be required for a motion to remove 
any item from the table. Items laid on the table must first be removed from the table before they are eligible for further 
consideration by the Senate.
3.308 MOVE THE PREVIOUS QUESTION

 a) Any Senator may move the previous question. The previous question shall be ordered by a majority of the Senators 
voting. The motion for the previous question may be limited by the mover to one (1) or more of the questions preceding 
the main question. The effect of ordering the previous question shall be to close debate instantly, bringing the Senate 
to an immediate vote on the pending question or questions in their regular order. If the previous question is ordered on 
the third reading of a bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, only amendments to the bill, or joint 
resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE that have been filed with the Secretary of the Senate prior to the motion 
calling for the previous question shall be considered, but the amendments shall not be debated. The yeas and nays may 
be demanded on any vote taken while the previous question is in effect.

 b) A motion to reconsider is in order under operation of the previous question before voting is completed on all pending 
items affected by the previous question.

 c) A motion for a Call of the Senate shall not be in order after the previous question has been ordered. No Senator shall 
dissent orally by making a statement of protest while the previous question is in effect. The previous question having been 
ordered, any question of order or appeal from the decision of the presiding officer shall be decided without debate.
3.309 MOTION TO DIVIDE

 Any Senator may call for a division of the question. If supported by a majority of the Senators voting, the question shall 
be divided providing it contains propositions sufficiently distinct in substance that, if one (1) is taken away, a substantive 
proposition remains for the decision of the Senate.
3.310 MOTION TO STRIKE OUT AND INSERT

 A motion to amend by striking out and inserting other words shall be indivisible. However, the words proposed to be 
struck out or inserted may be amended.
3.311 MOTION TO RECONSIDER

 a) No motion for the reconsideration of any vote shall be in order unless:
 1) The subject matter on which the vote was taken is in the possession of the Senate, and
 2) It is made on the same day the vote is taken or within the next two (2) Senate legislative days.
 b) The same question shall not be reconsidered more than once.
 c) The vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving shall be required to reconsider the vote by which any 

bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE was passed or adopted or the vote by which an amendment or 
substitute (but not an amendment to an amendment or a substitute) was adopted on Third Reading by the Senate.

 d) A motion to reconsider may be laid on the table. The tabling of a motion to reconsider the vote by which any bill, 
or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE failed to pass or be adopted by the Senate shall require the vote 
of a majority of the Senators elected and serving and shall postpone indefinitely the consideration of the bill, or joint 
resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE.

 e) Tabling of a motion to reconsider shall not carry with it the original question but shall be a refusal to reconsider. It 
shall not be in order to take from the table a motion to reconsider, nor shall the vote whereby any motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table be reconsidered.
3.312 INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT

 To postpone indefinitely further consideration of any bill, resolution, ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, or other matter 
shall require the vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving, and the vote on such a motion shall not be 
reconsidered.
3.313 MOTION FOR CALL OF THE SENATE 

 A Call of the Senate during session shall be ordered by a majority of the Senators voting whether a quorum or not. 
After a Call of the Senate is ordered, the doors shall be closed and the Senators shall not be permitted to leave the 
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Senate floor without permission of the Senate. The roll of the Senate shall be taken by the Secretary of the Senate and 
the absentees noted. The Sergeant at Arms, or persons duly empowered by a majority of the Senators voting, may be 
dispatched and may arrest any or all of the Senators absent without leave.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 4
AMENDMENTS

3.401 TWO READINGS BEFORE AMENDMENT
 No bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall be amended until it has been read twice.

3.402 AMENDMENTS ON THIRD READING
 a) The vote of a majority of the Senators elected and serving shall be required to adopt any amendment on Third Reading.
 b) If a series of amendments is offered to a bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE and it becomes 

obvious the amendments are being used as a basis of obstruction, a motion may be made that the amendments be declared 
obstructive and the motion shall not be debatable. If the motion prevails, the amendments shall be read en bloc and a 
single vote shall be taken immediately on all of the amendments. In this case, no division of the question shall be allowed.
3.403 PRINTING OF AMENDMENTS IN THE JOURNAL

 a) No bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE which has been reported with amendment or 
amendments by any committee shall be considered in Committee of the Whole until the amendment or amendments have 
been printed in the Journal. No bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE amended in Committee of the 
Whole shall be considered on Third Reading of Bills until all amendments made in Committee of the Whole have been 
printed in the Journal. 

 b) All amendments shall be submitted in writing and with six (6) copies and all substitutes shall be submitted with 
five (5) copies.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 5
VOTING PROCEDURE

3.501 ACTIONS REQUIRING AN EXTRAORDINARY MAJORITY
 Action by the Senate on the following matters shall require a vote of two­thirds (2/3) of the Senators elected and 

serving except as otherwise noted:
 a) Amendment or Repeal of Initiated Law, three­fourths (3/4) of the Senators elected and serving (Const. Art. 2, Sec. 9)
 b) Expulsion of Member (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 16)
 c) Immediate Effect (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 27)
 d) Local or Special Act (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 29)
 e) Private or Local Purpose Appropriation (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 30)
 f) Overriding Veto (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 33)
 g) Bank and Trust Company Law (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 43)
 h) Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (Const. Art. 6, Sec. 1)
 i) Removal of Judge (Const. Art. 6, Sec. 25)
 j) State Borrowing (Const. Art. 9, Sec. 15)
 k) State Land Reserve Designation (Const. Art. 10, Sec. 5)
 l) Rejection or Reduction of Civil Service Pay Increases (Const. Art. 11, Sec. 5)
 m) Amendments to Michigan Constitution (Const. Art. 12, Sec. 1)
 n) Mackinac Bridge Bonds Refunding (Const. Schedule, Sec. 14)
 o) Amendments to increase the February 1, 1994 statutory limits on the maximum amount of ad valorem property taxes 

that may be levied for school district operating purposes, three­fourths (3/4) of the Senators elected and serving (Const. 
Art. 9, Sec. 3)
3.502 MAJORITY VOTE ON QUESTIONS SHORT OF THE FINAL QUESTION

 When a bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE requires, pursuant to the Constitution, the 
concurrence of more than a majority of the Senators elected and serving, the concurrence of such majority shall not be 
requisite to decide any question for amendment or relating to the merits, being short of the final question, except on the 
question of the adoption of a conference report, concurring in House amendments, or receding from Senate amendments 
to any such bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE returned from the House to the Senate for final 
action.
3.503 FINAL PASSAGE BY REQUIRED VOTE

 a) The vote on the final passage of any bill or the adoption of any joint resolution OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, 
including a joint resolution ratifying a proposed amendment to the federal Constitution, shall be taken by a record roll 
call vote, which shall be printed in the Journal (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 26).

 b) When any bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE receives the constitutionally required assent, 
that fact shall be certified on the bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE by the Secretary of the 
Senate.

 c) When a bill is given immediate effect by a two­thirds (2/3) vote of the Senators elected and serving, that action 
remains in effect as the bill proceeds through the legislative process, unless the vote for immediate effect is reconsidered 
and defeated.
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3.504 DEMAND FOR RECORDED VOTE
 The record of the votes and names of the Senators voting on any question shall be printed in the Journal at the request 

of one­fifth (1/5) of the Senators present (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 18), except during the Committee of the Whole.
3.505 VOTING

 a) After a question is stated by the presiding officer or Chair, no motion shall be in order and no Senator shall be 
entitled to speak until the roll call is finished and the result is declared.

 b) The electronic voting system shall be used, if operational, to determine the question before the body when the vote is 
taken by roll call or by division, and shall display the votes of each Senator and the running total. At the direction of the 
presiding officer, the Secretary of the Senate shall immediately activate the electronic voting system for one (1) minute 
for a roll call vote, after which the vote shall be closed and no further votes shall be entered in the record. If all Senators 
present have voted before one (1) minute has elapsed, the presiding officer may ask Senators if there is objection to 
closing the vote. If no Senator objects, the presiding officer shall instruct the Secretary of the Senate to close the board 
immediately and record the vote.

 c) The presiding officer or Chair may close a division vote at his or her discretion when it appears that all members 
present have had a reasonable opportunity to vote. 

 d) If the electronic voting system is not operational, the presiding officer or Chair shall direct the Secretary of the 
Senate to conduct a roll call or a division vote orally, and to announce the results and record the roll call.

 e) A Senator shall not vote for another Senator. A person not a Senator shall not vote for any Senator. In addition to 
penalties prescribed by law, any Senator may be punished as the Senate may determine for voting for another Senator. 
If a person not a Senator votes or attempts to vote, he or she, in addition to penalties prescribed by law, shall be barred 
from the Senate floor for the remainder of the day’s session and may receive further punishment as the Senate Majority 
Leader deems proper.
3.506 A SENATOR’S RIGHT TO DISSENT

 a) A Senator may dissent from or protest against any act, proceeding, or resolution which he or she believes is injurious 
to any person or the public, and have the reason for his or her dissent printed in the Journal (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 18).

 b) A Senator may dissent orally by making a statement of protest, unless the previous question is in effect, which shall 
not be limited in length, or by moving that a statement made personally during session on any order of business other 
than during the Committee of the Whole be his or her protest. A Senator may also dissent by concurring with another 
Senator’s protest or statement previously moved to be printed in the Journal during that day’s session. Dissent statements 
not made during the debate preceding or immediately following the vote from which a Senator is dissenting shall be made 
under the order of business of Statements.

 c) A Senator may dissent in writing not to exceed one thousand (1,000) words if:
 1) He or she gives oral notice during session of an intent to file a written protest, and
 2) On that day or prior to the end of session on the next Senate legislative day, a signed copy of the written protest is 

placed on each Senator’s desk and filed with the Secretary of the Senate, and
 3) No objections are raised and sustained by the end of session on the first Senate legislative day following the day 

oral notice was given.
 d) All protests submitted in any of the above manners shall be printed in the Journal, except the Senate may refuse to 

print statements or material containing insulting and contemptuous matter under the guise of a protest.
 e) No statement of any Senator shall be printed in the Journal unless moved by that Senator.

3.507 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND STATEMENTS
 a) Announcements may be made during any order of business. Announcements are remarks concerning the session 

schedule, committee meetings, introduction of guests, congratulations, condolences or illness, requests to co­sponsor 
bills, and resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES, requests to be removed as a sponsor or co­sponsor of bills, 
and resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES, past vote intentions, or intentions of introducing legislation or 
resolutions. Announcements also include memorial remarks concerning the passing of individuals and may be made 
during any order of business except General Orders.

 b) Statements on topics, issues or items not properly before the Senate shall be made during the order of business of 
Statements. Dissent statements may be made under the order of business of Statements.

 c) A Senator is limited to one (1) statement each day under the order of business of Statements, except for dissent 
statements which are unlimited in number. 

 d) Each statement shall be limited to five (5) minutes orally or, if submitted in writing, shall be no greater than one 
thousand (1,000) words, except an oral dissent statement made on the order of Statements shall not be limited in length. 

 e) With the leave of the Senate, the President of the Senate may request that a statement made by the President be 
printed in the Journal.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 6
APPROPRIATION BILLS

3.601 GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILLS
 The general appropriation bills for the succeeding fiscal year covering items set forth in the budget shall be passed 

or defeated in the Senate before it passes any appropriation bill for items not in the budget, except bills supplementing 
appropriations for the current fiscal year’s operation (see Const. Art. 4, Sec. 31).
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3.602 BILLS REQUIRING APPROPRIATIONS
 Any bill containing an appropriation to carry out its purpose shall be considered an appropriation bill (see Const. 

Art. 4, Sec. 31). Appropriation bills, when reported back to the Senate favorably by a committee other than the Committee 
on Appropriations, shall, together with amendments proposed by that committee, be referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations for consideration.
3.603 ESTIMATED REVENUE

 One (1) of the general appropriation bills as passed by the Senate shall contain an itemized statement of estimated 
revenue by a major source in each operating fund for the ensuing fiscal year, the total of which shall not be less than the 
total of all appropriations made from each fund in the general appropriation bills as passed.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 7
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

3.701 FAVORABLE REPORTS
 All bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES reported back to the Senate favorably shall be 

referred to the Committee of the Whole with amendments, if any, proposed by the committee, which amendments shall 
be considered first by the Committee of the Whole. Any bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE may, 
after having been reported favorably to the Senate by a committee, be referred to a second committee. If the second 
committee reports the bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE back to the Senate, the report shall 
include amendments, if any, that were recommended by the first committee. The reported bill, or joint resolution, OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE, and any amendments, shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole.
3.702 BUSINESS IN ORDER

 When the Senate resolves itself into the Committee of the Whole, General Orders shall be the only matter of business 
which shall be in order until the Committee rises.
3.703 BILLS, AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES CONSTITUTING GENERAL 
ORDERS

 a) Bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES referred to the Committee of the Whole shall 
constitute General Orders and shall be considered in the Committee of the Whole on a day subsequent to such referral in 
the order of their reference, unless the Senate or the Committee of the Whole otherwise determines.

 b) No bill, or joint resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE shall bypass consideration by the Committee of the 
Whole.
3.704 CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

 The presiding officer shall, when the Senate resolves itself into the Committee of the Whole, designate a Senator as 
chairperson of the Committee, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate. Senators shall be designated alphabetically. The 
Majority and Minority Floor Leaders shall submit to the Secretary of the Senate names of designees for members of their 
respective caucuses when they are unable to serve.
3.705 RULES IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

 a) The rules of the Senate shall be observed in the Committee of the Whole so far as may be applicable, except limiting 
debate, ordering the previous question, suspension of rules, or taking the yeas and nays. However, no speech shall exceed 
five (5) minutes. A motion that the Committee rise shall always be in order and decided without debate. Motions in the 
Committee of the Whole recommending action by the Senate shall take precedence in the same order as identical motions 
made during a session of the Senate. Motions to recess or reconsider are in order in the Committee of the Whole.

 b) No statement made during the Committee of the Whole shall be printed in the Journal.
 c) In the event the Senate is in session in the Committee of the Whole at 11:55 p.m., it shall be the duty of the 

chairperson to declare the Committee of the Whole to have risen. The Committee of the Whole shall automatically rise 
and the presiding officer of the Senate shall resume the chair.
3.706 BILLS ORDERED TO THIRD READING

 All bills, and joint resolutions, AND ALTERNATIVE MEASURES recommended for passage or adoption by the 
Committee of the Whole shall be placed on Third Reading of Bills by the Secretary of the Senate, and shall be taken up 
in the same order as they were advanced to the order of Third Reading of Bills unless otherwise ordered by the Senate.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 8
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

3.801 AUTHORITY AND PRECEDENCE OF SENATE RULES
 a) The principal sources of authority for Senate rules are, in the order of precedence, as follows:
 1) Constitutional Rules
 2) Fundamental Legal Principles
 3) Statutory Rules
 4) Adopted Rules
 5) Adopted Parliamentary Authority
 6) Parliamentary Law
 7) Customs and Usages
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 8) Judicial Decisions
 Judicial decisions have the lowest precedence of the sources cited except to the extent they are interpretations of rules 

from one (1) of the other sources. In those instances, they take the same precedence as the source which is interpreted.
 b) Rules from the source with the higher precedence prevails when there are conflicts between rules from different 

sources.
3.802 MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE

 The rules of parliamentary practice in the most recent edition of Mason’s “Manual of Legislative Procedure” shall 
govern all cases except when they are inconsistent with the Standing Rules and precedents of the Senate.
3.803 RULES OF A NEWLY CONVENED SENATE

 The Senate rules which are in effect when the Senate adjourns sine die in an even numbered year shall be the temporary 
rules of the Senate when it convenes at twelve o’clock noon on the second Wednesday in January of the following odd 
numbered year and shall remain in effect until other temporary or permanent rules are adopted (see MCL 4.42). 
3.804 AMENDMENT OR REPEAL OF SENATE RULES

 The repeal or amendment of any rule shall be accomplished only by resolution. All proposed amendments or repeals of 
Senate rules shall be referred to the Committee on Government Operations for consideration. The adoption of a proposed 
resolution for the repeal or amendment of any rule shall require a majority of the Senators elected and serving.
3.805 SUSPENSION OF RULES

 The suspension of any Senate rule or adopted parliamentary authority shall require a majority of the Senators elected 
and serving.

CHAPTER III - SECTION 9
PRIVILEGE AND CONDUCT ON THE FLOOR

3.901 MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA
 Members of the media shall register with the Secretary of the Senate and may have their registration reviewed at any 

time. The following provisions shall govern the registration process:
 1) A member of the media shall be defined as a person employed by or working as:
 a) A newspaper (as defined by U.S. postal regulations);
 b) A broadcast station licensed by the Federal Communications Commission, or a network serving one (1) or more 

licensed broadcast stations;
 c) A cable television system with a franchise granted by a Michigan unit of government, or a network serving one (1) or 

more franchised cable systems;
 d) A wire service; or
 e) An independent contractor on assignment to report state government news for an organization described above.
 2) A visiting member of the media shall register on a daily basis at least thirty (30) minutes before the start of session 

with the Secretary of the Senate. 
 3) The Secretary of the Senate may, under special circumstances, register representatives of the media not defined 

above if it is determined to be in the public interest.
 4) Technicians for broadcast/cable stations shall also be registered when accompanying members of the media and shall 

be subject to the same rules.
 5) The Secretary of the Senate may revoke the registration of any member of the media for cause. Cause shall 

include, but not be limited to, a change in employment status, lobbying or acting as a lobbyist agent, disrupting Senate 
proceedings, or refusing to comply with Senate rules or the directives of the presiding officer, Senate Majority Leader, or 
Secretary of the Senate. A decision to revoke registration may be appealed to the Committee on Government Operations.

 6) Members of the media may talk with only a currently­serving State Senator or a member of their staff in the front 
entry or the hallway behind the Senate rostrum. Members of the media, notwithstanding Senate Rule 3.902, may leave 
the media’s designated area and talk with only Senators or a member of their staff in the Chamber immediately following 
adjournment.

 7) Members of the media shall enter from the north main door or the two (2) south doors on either side of the rostrum 
and shall proceed directly to the areas designated for the media. If a member of the media enters through the north 
main door, he or she shall proceed directly to the areas designated for the media using the east or west side aisles only. 
Members of the media shall not enter the cloak room or the restrooms of the Senate Chamber.

 8) Members of the media may film, videotape, or photograph the Senate session from the media’s designated area. 
During the first twenty (20) minutes after the attendance roll call, with permission from the Senate, members of the media 
shall be allowed to film, videotape, or photograph from along the full length of the east and west side aisles.

 9) A member of the media, including a broadcast technician, shall be entitled to record Senate session as long as it 
does not disrupt the proceedings of the Senate. “Record” shall mean videotaping, photographing, filming, taping, or 
electronically transmitting Senate proceedings or activities on the Senate floor when the Senate is in session.
3.902 FLOOR PRIVILEGE AND CONDUCT

 A) A session of the Senate shall be defined, for the purposes of this rule, as any period of time when the Senate is in 
session, any recess, and any fifteen (15)­minute period before the Senate convenes and five (5) minutes after it adjourns. 
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The Senate floor is defined as the Senate Chamber and adjoining Rooms S212, S204 (E. Lakin Brown Room), S204A, 
S201, and S207. Access to the Senate floor shall be restricted as outlined below during any session of the Senate, except 
that members of the public are permitted in Room S204 when a scheduled press conference is held there during session.

 1) No person, other than the following, shall be admitted to the Senate floor:
 a) Senators or Representatives
 b) The President of the Senate
 c) The Governor
 d) Senators or Representatives in Congress
 e) Former Michigan Legislators
 f) The Secretary of the Senate and his or her support staff
 g) Legislative staff as authorized in guidelines issued by the Senate Majority Leader
 h) One (1) representative of the Governor, which shall include the Attorney General or their staff and the Secretary of 

State and their staff
 i) Members of the immediate family of a Senator or the President of the Senate
 j) Registered members of the media pursuant to Rule 3.901
 k) A guest who has been invited by a Senator to offer the invocation, and an immediate family member of that guest.
 2) No registered lobbyist or lobbyist agent, including former Legislators, shall be allowed on the Senate floor. They shall 

not be allowed in the hallway behind the Senate rostrum, unless en route to or from the Lieutenant Governor’s Office (S215) 
or the Elijah Myers Room (S208).

 3) A former Legislator shall not lobby on the Senate floor, except if they are admitted under Senate Rule 3.902 A) 1) g) 
or h).

 B) No person shall engage in any conduct on the Senate floor during any session of the Senate which undermines the 
decorum of the Senate. All persons who are admitted to the Senate floor shall observe the following guidelines:

 1) No Senator shall speak until recognized by the presiding officer, unless the Senator rises to make a point of order.
 2) Except as otherwise outlined in other Senate rules, no Senator shall speak on any matter not properly before the 

Senate.
 3) No Senator shall speak more than twice in any one (1) debate on the same day, without leave of the Senate, 

except the Senator who sponsored the matter under consideration, the Senator who sponsored the bill, or resolution, OR 
ALTERNATIVE MEASURE if an amendment is under consideration, the chairperson of the committee which reported 
it and the chairperson of the subcommittee which considered the matter. Each speech shall not exceed five (5) minutes 
or, if submitted in writing, shall not exceed one thousand (1,000) words, except there is no limit on the length of an oral 
dissent statement.

 4) No Senator shall speak impertinently or submit in writing impertinent statements, attack the motives of any Senator 
who proposes or advocates a particular position, use indecent language or other disorderly words, or refer to another 
Senator by name in a disparaging way.

 5) No Senator shall use a display, exhibit, or prop on the Senate floor during discussions, debate, statements, or the 
announcement of the introduction of a bill, or resolution, OR ALTERNATIVE MEASURE.

 6) No person other than a Senator, the President of the Senate, the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the Senate, 
or the Sergeants at Arms shall pass through the well of the Senate Chamber which is immediately in front of the Senate 
rostrum.

 7) No person shall pass between the presiding officer and a Senator who is speaking.
 8) No person other than a Senator, the President of the Senate, the Secretary of the Senate, or the Sergeants at Arms 

shall use the center aisle of the Chamber.
 9) No person other than a Senator shall sit in a Senator’s chair.
 10) No staff shall be allowed on the Senate floor unless they wait in the majority or minority lounge or the lounge at 

the rear of the Chamber until they are needed by a Senator and shall then be seated at a Senator’s desk.
 11) No member of the media shall be allowed on the Senate floor unless he or she is in the media’s designated area, 

except as otherwise provided in Rule 3.901.
 12) No smoking shall be permitted on the Senate floor.

 13) All individual electronic devices shall be turned off or on non­audible alert during Senate session. Failure to follow 
a warning issued by the presiding officer or Chair may result in the device(s) being confiscated for the duration of the 
session upon direction of the presiding officer or Chair. 

 Pending the order that, under rule 3.204, the resolution be referred to the Committee on Government Operations,
 Senator Kowall moved that the rule be suspended.
 The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.
 The resolution was adopted, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.
 Senators Brandenburg, Hopgood, Kowall, Stamas and Zorn were named co­sponsors of the resolution.
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 Senator Ananich offered the following resolution:
 Senate Resolution No. 44. 
 A resolution to commemorate April 28, 2015, as Workers’ Memorial Day.
 Whereas, Every year on April 28, communities and worksites around the world honor friends, family members, and 

colleagues who have been killed or injured on the job; and
 Whereas, The Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics has reported that 4,405 workers were killed in 2013 by traumatic injuries, 

and an estimated 50,000 died from occupational diseases. On average, 12 workers were killed on the job every day; and
 Whereas, In 2014, 122 workers were lost through fatal workplace accidents in Michigan, and in 2012, there were 

105,500 injuries and illnesses reported; and
 Whereas, It is appropriate to honor the memory of the courageous and dedicated members of Michigan’s labor force 

who have been injured, disabled, or have died as a result of workplace accidents; and
 Whereas, We remember those who have died in workplace catastrophes, suffered occupational­related diseases, or have 

been injured due to dangerous conditions; and
 Whereas, Recognition of the integrity of Michigan’s work force and its achievements on behalf of the economic growth 

of our state is necessary; and
 Whereas, The Michigan Senate wishes to pay tribute to the workers who have died, been injured, or disabled in workplace 

accidents. We honor the contributions of Michigan’s work force and call for increased workplace safety; now, therefore, 
be it

 Resolved by the Senate, That we hereby commemorate April 28, 2015, as Workers’ Memorial Day in Michigan.
 Pending the order that, under rule 3.204, the resolution be referred to the Committee on Government Operations,
 Senator Kowall moved that the rule be suspended.
 The motion prevailed, a majority of the members serving voting therefor.
 The resolution was adopted.
 Senators Bieda, Brandenburg, Gregory and Kowall were named co­sponsors of the resolution.

Introduction and Referral of Bills

 Senators Knezek, Jones, Bieda, Hood, O’Brien, Hertel, Brandenburg, Schuitmaker, Hopgood, Schmidt, Emmons, 
Knollenberg, Proos, Ananich, Nofs, Horn, Young, Warren, Hildenbrand, Zorn, Rocca, Marleau, Robertson, Booher and 
Gregory introduced
 Senate Bill No. 298, entitled

 A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled “The Michigan penal code,” by amending sections 50a and 502c (MCL 750.50a 
and 750.502c), section 50a as added by 1994 PA 42 and section 502c as amended by 1998 PA 38.

 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland 
Security.

 Senators O’Brien, Jones, Bieda, Hood, Knezek, Hertel, Brandenburg, Schuitmaker, Hopgood, Schmidt, Emmons, 
Knollenberg, Proos, Ananich, Nofs, Horn, Young, Warren, Hildenbrand, Zorn, Rocca, Marleau, Robertson, Booher and 
Gregory introduced
 Senate Bill No. 299, entitled

 A bill to amend 1970 PA 207, entitled “An act to exempt certain dogs from license fees,” by amending the title and 
section 1 (MCL 287.291), the title as amended by 1981 PA 74 and section 1 as amended by 2000 PA 4.

 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland 
Security.

 Senators Hood, Bieda, Hopgood, Emmons and Gregory introduced
 Senate Bill No. 300, entitled

 A bill to amend 2011 PA 256, entitled “Michigan fireworks safety act,” by amending section 7 (MCL 28.457), as 
amended by 2013 PA 65.

 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

 Senators Warren, Hopgood, Ananich and Bieda introduced
 Senate Bill No. 301, entitled

 A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “Natural resources and environmental protection act,” by amending sec­
tions 17301, 17305, 17307, and 17309 (MCL 324.17301, 324.17305, 324.17307, and 324.17309), sections 17301, 17307, 
and 17309 as added by 2008 PA 394; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.
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 Senator Jones introduced
 Senate Bill No. 302, entitled

 A bill to amend 1998 PA 58, entitled “Michigan liquor control code of 1998,” (MCL 436.1101 to 436.2303) by adding 
section 916a.

 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

 House Bill No. 4325, entitled
 A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled “The revised school code,” (MCL 380.1 to 380.1852) by adding section 1219.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4326, entitled
 A bill to amend 2012 PA 436, entitled “Local financial stability and choice act,” by amending sections 2 and 4 (MCL 

141.1542 and 141.1544).
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4327, entitled
 A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled “The revised school code,” (MCL 380.1 to 380.1852) by adding section 1220.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4328, entitled
 A bill to amend 1979 PA 94, entitled “The state school aid act of 1979,” by amending section 102 (MCL 388.1702), 

as amended by 2013 PA 60.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4329, entitled
 A bill to amend 2012 PA 436, entitled “Local financial stability and choice act,” (MCL 141.1541 to 141.1575) by 

adding section 7a.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4330, entitled
 A bill to amend 1979 PA 94, entitled “The state school aid act of 1979,” by amending sections 17a and 18 (MCL 

388.1617a and 388.1618), section 17a as amended by 2014 PA 196 and section 18 as amended by 2015 PA 5.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education.

 House Bill No. 4331, entitled
 A bill to amend 1980 PA 243, entitled “Emergency municipal loan act,” by amending sections 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 (MCL 

141.932, 141.933, 141.934, 141.936, and 141.937), as amended by 2012 PA 284.
 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Local Government.

 House Bill No. 4332, entitled
 A bill to amend 1855 PA 105, entitled “An act to regulate the disposition of the surplus funds in the state treasury; to 

provide for the deposit of surplus funds in certain financial institutions; to lend surplus funds pursuant to loan agreements 
secured by certain commercial, agricultural, or industrial real and personal property; to authorize the loan of surplus funds 
to certain municipalities; to authorize the participation in certain loan programs; to authorize an appropriation; and to 
prescribe the duties of certain state agencies,” by amending section 1 (MCL 21.141), as amended by 2012 PA 287.

 The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect.
 The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Local Government.
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Statements

 Senator Colbeck asked and was granted unanimous consent to make a statement and moved that the statement be printed 
in the Journal.

 The motion prevailed.
 Senator Colbeck’s statement is as follows:
 I am saddened to report the death of one of our very own. Navy SEAL, Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Brett Allen 

Marihugh of Livonia, Michigan, died Sunday during a training accident at the Combat Swimming Training Facility at 
Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek­Fort Story.

 Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Brett Allen Marihugh served in the United States Marine Corps from 1999 to 2003 
before joining the Navy in 2006. He served with the East and West Coast­based SEAL teams, earning numerous awards 
and decorations, including the Bronze Star, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, and the Navy/
Marine Corps Commendation Medal with Combat V in support of the global war on terrorism.

 It was just Saturday when my wife and I were listening to a former member of SEAL Team 6, Rob O’Neill, share the 
rigors of SEAL team training, including the difficult BUDS training program. As we go about our hectic lives, it’s not often 
that we pause to reflect on the sacrifices being made on our behalf every day by people such as Navy SEAL Brett Allen 
Marihugh and the thousands of other members of the military and their families. Too often, people take for granted the 
rights these brave men and women have pledged to defend on our behalf and never pause to truly appreciate all that they 
do for us.

 So, today, I ask for a moment of silent prayer in honor of Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Brett Allen Marihugh.

 A moment of silence was observed in memory of Navy SEAL, Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Brett Allen Marihugh.

Committee Reports

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 118, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of community health for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016; 
and to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 Nays: None
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 120, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of education for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016; and to 
provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, 

Green, Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel and Young
 Nays: Senator Knezek
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.
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 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 122, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the legislature, the judiciary, the executive, the department of attorney general, the depart­
ment of state, the department of treasury, the department of technology, management, and budget, the department of civil 
service, the department of civil rights, and certain state purposes related thereto for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016; to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations; to provide for the disposition of fees and other income received 
by the state agencies; and to declare the effect of this act.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Nofs, Marleau, Gregory, 

Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 Nays: Senators Shirkey and Proos
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 124, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of human services for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016; and 
to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green 

and Marleau
 Nays: Senators Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 125, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of insurance and financial services for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016; and to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau and Knezek
 Nays: Senators Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel and Young
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 127, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of licensing and regulatory affairs for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2016; and to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau, Hopgood, Hertel and Knezek
 Nays: Senator Young
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.
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 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 132, entitled

 A bill to make appropriations for the department of transportation for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016; and 
to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 Nays: None
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

 The Committee on Appropriations submitted the following:
 Meeting held on Tuesday, April 21, 2015, at 2:00 p.m., Senate Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor, Capitol Building
 Present: Senators Hildenbrand (C), MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, 

Nofs, Green, Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young 

 The Committee on Families, Seniors and Human Services reported
 House Bill No. 4188, entitled

 A bill to amend 1973 PA 116, entitled “An act to provide for the protection of children through the licensing and 
regulation of child care organizations; to provide for the establishment of standards of care for child care organizations; 
to prescribe powers and duties of certain departments of this state and adoption facilitators; to provide penalties; and to 
repeal acts and parts of acts,” (MCL 722.111 to 722.128) by adding sections 14e and 14f.

 With the recommendation that the bill pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

Judith K. Emmons
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Emmons, Pavlov, Jones and Casperson 
 Nays: Senator Johnson
 The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Families, Seniors and Human Services reported
 House Bill No. 4189, entitled

 A bill to amend 1939 PA 288, entitled “Probate code of 1939,” (MCL 710.21 to 712B.41) by adding section 23g to 
chapter X.

 With the recommendation that the bill pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

Judith K. Emmons
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Emmons, Pavlov, Jones and Casperson 
 Nays: Senator Johnson
 The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Families, Seniors and Human Services reported
 House Bill No. 4190, entitled

 A bill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled “The social welfare act,” (MCL 400.1 to 400.119b) by adding section 5a.
 With the recommendation that the bill pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

Judith K. Emmons
Chairperson
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To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Emmons, Pavlov, Jones and Casperson 
 Nays: Senator Johnson
 The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole.

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

 The Committee on Families, Seniors and Human Services submitted the following:
 Meeting held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015, at 3:00 p.m., Room 210, Farnum Building
 Present: Senators Emmons (C), Pavlov, Jones, Casperson and Johnson 

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 117, entitled

 A bill to amend 1979 PA 94, entitled “The state school aid act of 1979,” by amending sections 201 and 201a (MCL 
388.1801 and 388.1801a), as amended by 2014 PA 196.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 Nays: None
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 123, entitled

 A bill to amend 1979 PA 94, entitled “The state school aid act of 1979,” by amending sections 236 and 236a (MCL 
388.1836 and 388.1836a), as amended by 2014 PA 196.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green, 

Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood and Hertel
 Nays: Senators Knezek and Young
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.

 The Committee on Appropriations reported
 Senate Bill No. 130, entitled

 A bill to amend 1979 PA 94, entitled “The state school aid act of 1979,” by amending sections 11 and 17b (MCL 
388.1611 and 388.1617b), section 11 as amended by 2014 PA 196 and section 17b as amended by 2007 PA 137.

 With the recommendation that the substitute (S­1) be adopted and that the bill then pass.
 The committee further recommends that the bill be given immediate effect.

David S. Hildenbrand
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators Hildenbrand, MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, Nofs, Green 

and Marleau
 Nays: Senators Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young
 The bill and the substitute recommended by the committee were referred to the Committee of the Whole.
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COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

 The Committee on Appropriations submitted the following:
 Meeting held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015, at 2:00 p.m., Senate Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor, Capitol Building
 Present: Senators Hildenbrand (C), MacGregor, Hansen, Stamas, Schuitmaker, Knollenberg, Booher, Shirkey, Proos, 

Nofs, Green, Marleau, Gregory, Hopgood, Hertel, Knezek and Young 

 The Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security reported
 Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 9.
 A concurrent resolution to urge the U.S. Department of Defense, Missile Defense Agency to select the Fort Custer 

Training Center as the location for a new ground­based interceptor ballistic missile defense mission.
 (For text of resolution, see Senate Journal No. 29, p. 361.)
 With the recommendation that the concurrent resolution be adopted.

Margaret E. O’Brien
Chairperson

To Report Out:
 Yeas: Senators O’Brien, Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck and Knezek
 Nays: None 
 The concurrent resolution was placed on the order of Resolutions. 

COMMITTEE ATTENDANCE REPORT

 The Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security submitted the following:
 Meeting held on Thursday, April 23, 2015, at 2:00 p.m., Room 110, Farnum Building
 Present: Senators O’Brien (C), Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck and Knezek 

Scheduled Meetings

Appropriations -

Subcommittees -

Agriculture and Rural Development and House Agriculture and Rural Development Appropriations Sub-
com mittee - Monday, May 4, 10:00 a.m., Press Room, Hazel Park Raceway, 1650 East 10 Mile Road, Hazel Park 
(373­2768)

K-12, School Aid, Education and House School Aid Appropriations Subcommittee - Wednesday, June 3, 8:30 a.m., 
Senate Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor, Capitol Building (373­2768)

Finance - Tuesday, May 5, 2:30 p.m., Room 210, Farnum Building (373­5312)

Michigan Law Revision Commission - Wednesday, May 13, 11:30 a.m., Legislative Council Conference Room, 3rd Floor, 
Boji Tower (373­0212)

Transportation - Thursday, April 30, 8:30 a.m., Room 210, Farnum Building (373­5323)

Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security - Thursday, April 30, 2:00 p.m., Room 110, Farnum Building 
(373­5314)

 Senator Kowall moved that the Senate adjourn.
 The motion prevailed, the time being 11:34 a.m.

 The President, Lieutenant Governor Calley, declared the Senate adjourned until Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.

JEFFREY F. COBB
Secretary of the Senate


