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10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Pursuant to rule 1.101, in the absence of the Presiding Officers, the Senate was called to order by the 
Secretary of the Senate. 
 
 

Messages from the Governor 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 8, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-39 

 

Temporary relief from certain restrictions and requirements 

governing the provision of emergency medical services 

 
The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 

caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. In response to the widespread and severe health, economic, and social harms 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33 on April 1, 2020. This order expanded 
on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster across the state of 
Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management 
Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed an immediate and unprecedented strain on Michigan’s health care 
system, including the emergency medical service providers who are on the front line of the COVID-19 
response. Given the steep increase in individuals requiring emergency medical treatment and the relative 
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scarcity of medical equipment, personnel, and resources, it is necessary and appropriate to provide limited 
and temporary relief from certain licensing requirements and regulations pertaining to emergency medical 
services, so that emergency medical service providers can more efficiently and effectively protect the health 
and safety of this state and its residents during this time of crisis.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. Strict compliance with the annual-inspection requirements for life support vehicles and life support 

agencies under section 20910(1)(e)(iii) of the Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, as amended, MCL 
333.20910(1)(e)(iii), is temporarily suspended as follows. The Department of Health and Human Services 
(“the Department”) must inspect a life support vehicle or life support agency when the Department has reason 
to believe that the vehicle or agency is out of compliance. Any such inspection must, to the greatest extent 
possible, be conducted remotely, such as by videoconferencing, telephone conversation, and electronic 
review of required documents.  

2. Strict compliance with the ambulance-staffing requirements under section 20921(3) of the Public 
Health Code, MCL 333.20921(3), is temporarily suspended as follows. An ambulance must be not operated 
while transporting a patient unless it is staffed with emergency medical services personnel possessing at least 
the following qualifications:  

(a) If designated as providing basic life support, with at least one emergency medical technician and one 
medical first responder.  

(b) If designated as providing limited advanced life support, with at least one emergency medical 
technician specialist and one medical first responder.  

(c) If designated as providing advanced life support, with at least one paramedic and one medical first 
responder.  

3. Strict compliance with Rules 325.22133(d) and 325.22143(d) of the Michigan Administrative Code is 
temporarily suspended so as to allow an ambulance operation or nontransport prehospital life support 
operation to downgrade the life support level of its vehicles according to staffing and vehicle availability 
without advising the Department, as follows:  

(a) An ambulance or nontransport prehospital life support vehicle that is designated as providing advanced 
life support may be designated as providing limited advanced life support or basic life support.  

(b) An ambulance or nontransport prehospital life support vehicle that is designated as providing limited 
advanced life support may be designated as providing basic life support.  

Any ambulance operation or nontransport prehospital life support operation that has downgraded a vehicle 
under this section must appropriately and securely store all advanced level equipment and medications that 
should no longer be in the downgraded vehicle.  

4. Strict compliance with Rule 325.22112 of the Michigan Administrative Code is temporarily suspended 
so as to allow for the transport of a patient, whether emergency or non-emergency, to any destination 
designated by the medical control authority.  

5. Strict compliance with section 20954 of the Public Health Code, MCL 333.20954, and Rules 325.22321 
to 325.22325 and 325.22336 to 325.22338 of the Michigan Administrative Code is temporarily suspended 
so as to permit the Department to waive verification of ongoing education requirements when reviewing an 
application for renewal or relicensure of an emergency medical services personnel license. If the application 
is for relicensure, the Department may only waive verification if the applicant has been licensed by the 
Department within the last five years.  

6. All emergency medical services personnel licenses that have expired since March 10, 2020 or that 
would expire during the declared states of emergency and disaster must be deemed unexpired and not to 
expire until six months after the end of the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

7. All professional certifications in basic cardiac life support that have expired since March 10, 2020 or 
that would expire during the declared states of emergency and disaster must be deemed unexpired and not 
to expire until six months after the end of the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

8. Compliance with sections 20961(1)(a) and 20961(1)(d) of the Public Health Code, MCL 
333.20961(1)(a) and (d), is temporarily suspended, so as to permit the Department to grant a license under 
Part 209 of the Public Health Code to an applicant licensed in another state without regard to whether the 
applicant meets the requirements of Part 209 of the Public Health Code and the rules promulgated by the 
Department for licensure or whether the state in which the applicant is licensed maintains licensure standards 
equivalent to or more stringent than those of this state.  

9. Strict compliance with section 20958(2) of the Public Health Code, MCL 333.20958(2), is temporarily 
suspended so as to allow a notice of intent to deny, revoke, or suspend an emergency services personnel 
license to be provided to the applicant or licensee by electronic communication.  

10. Consistent with section 11(4) of the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 
30.411(4), any emergency medical services personnel or life support agency that provides medical services 
in support of this state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic is not liable for an injury sustained by a person 
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by reason of those services, regardless of how or under what circumstances or by what cause those injuries 
are sustained, unless it is established that such injury or death was caused by the gross negligence, as defined 
in MCL 30.411(9), of such emergency medical services personnel or life support agency.  

11. The Department may promulgate rules and regulations, issue orders and directives, and take other 
actions pursuant to law as necessary to implement this order. Any such rules, regulations, orders, directives, 
and actions will cease to be in effect at the end of the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

12. This order is effective immediately and continues until the end of the declared states of emergency and 
disaster.  

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 
 

Date: April 7, 2020 
Time: 5:43 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 8, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-40 

 
Temporary relief from certain credentialing requirements for motor carriers 

transporting essential supplies, equipment, and persons 
 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. In response to the widespread and severe health, economic, and social harms 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33 on April 1, 2020. This order expanded 
on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster across the state of 
Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management 
Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

The COVID-19 pandemic has created a steep and immediate demand for certain essential supplies, 
equipment, and personnel. It has also disrupted the ability of state agencies and departments to conduct 
business as usual. To ensure this disruption in state operations does not impede the timely delivery of 
urgently needed resources and personnel during this crisis, it is reasonable and necessary to provide limited 
and temporary relief from certain credentialing requirements for motor carriers that are providing such 
critical assistance to this state and its residents.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. The requirements administered by the Department of Treasury (“Department”) concerning licensure of 

motor carriers under section 5 of the Motor Carrier Fuel Tax Act (“MCFTA”), 1980 PA 119, as amended, 
MCL 207.215, are temporarily suspended and must not be enforced, along with any and all fines, penalties, 
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or criminal sanctions under the MCFTA for violations of those requirements, for motor carriers providing 
critical assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic during the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

2. The requirements administered by the Department concerning decals for qualified commercial vehicles 
under section 5 of the MCFTA, MCL 207.215, are temporarily suspended and must not be enforced, along 
with any and all fines, penalties, or criminal sanctions under the MCFTA for violations of those 
requirements, for motor carriers providing critical assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic during the 
declared states of emergency and disaster.  

3. The requirements administered by the Department concerning trip permits for motor carriers under 
section 7 of the MCFTA, MCL 207.217, are temporarily suspended and must not be enforced, along with 
any and all fines, penalties, or criminal sanctions under the MCFTA for a motor carrier failing to obtain a 
trip permit, for motor carriers providing critical assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic during the 
declared states of emergency and disaster.  

4. Any other requirements administered by the Department concerning the credentialing of motor carriers 
under the International Fuel Tax Agreement (“IFTA”) are temporarily suspended and must not be enforced, 
along with any and all fines, penalties, or criminal sanctions under the IFTA and/or the MCFTA for a motor 
carrier failing to obtain such credentials, for motor carriers providing critical assistance related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic during the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

5. For purposes of this order, “critical assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic” means 
transportation and other relief services that meet immediate needs for any of the following:  

(a) Medical supplies or equipment related to the testing, diagnosis, or treatment of COVID-19.  
(b) Supplies or equipment necessary for community safety, sanitation, or the prevention of community 

transmission of COVID-19, such as masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, soap, and disinfectants.  
(c) Food for the emergency restocking of stores.  
(d) Equipment, supplies, or persons necessary to establish or manage temporary housing, quarantine, or 

isolation facilities related to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
(e) Persons designated by federal, state, or local authorities for medical, isolation, or quarantine purposes.  
(f) Persons necessary to provide other medical or emergency services, the supply of which may be affected 

by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
“Critical assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic” does not include: routine commercial deliveries 

of supplies, equipment, or persons that are not being transported in support of emergency relief efforts related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic; or transportation of mixed loads that include essential supplies, equipment, or 
persons (as described in subsections (a)-(f) of this section) together with supplies, equipment, or persons that 
are not being transported in support of emergency relief efforts related to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

6. Except as specifically stated in this order, this order does not suspend, restrict, or waive any other state 
laws or regulations applicable to motor carriers, including any requirements related to the reporting, 
payment, or remittance of, or recordkeeping for, taxes imposed or arising under the MCFTA and/or the 
IFTA.  

7. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 5, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.  
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 8, 2020 
Time: 6:50 a.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 9, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-41 

 
Encouraging the use of electronic signatures and remote notarization,  

witnessing, and visitation during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease.  
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On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 

presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 

This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 

Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 

et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 

social, and religious institutions. In response to the widespread and severe health, economic, and social harms 

posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33 on April 1, 2020. This order expanded 
on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster across the state of 

Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management 

Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 
The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 

to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 

implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 

declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 

he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential protections to 

vulnerable Michiganders, it is crucial that all Michiganders limit in-person contact to the fullest extent 
possible. This includes practicing social distancing and restricting in-person work and interaction to only 

that which is strictly necessary. To that end, it is reasonable and necessary to provide limited and temporary 

relief from certain rules and requirements so as to enable and encourage the use of electronic signatures, 
remote notarizations, remote witness attestations and acknowledgments, and remote visitations. This will 

help ensure that necessary transactions and interactions may continue to occur during this time of crisis 

without unduly compromising the health and safety of this state and its residents. 

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following: 

1. Strict compliance with rules and procedures under the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (“UETA”), 

2000 PA 305, as amended, MCL 450.831 et seq., and the Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act 
(“URPERA”), 2010 PA 123, as amended, MCL 565.841 et seq., is temporarily suspended to the extent 

necessary to permit the use of an electronic signature for a transaction whenever a signature is required under 

Michigan law, unless the law specifically mandates a physical signature. As provided in section 7 of the 
UETA, MCL 450.837, a signature will not be denied legal effect or enforceability solely because it is in 

electronic form and if a law requires a signature, an electronic signature satisfies the law. 

2. Strict compliance with rules and procedures under section 18 of the UETA, MCL 450.848, is 
temporarily suspended so as to permit each state department to send and accept electronic records and 

electronic signatures to and from other persons without a determination from or approval by the Department 

of Technology, Management and Budget. 
3. Strict compliance the Michigan Law on Notarial Acts, 2003 PA 238, as amended, MCL 55.261 et seq., 

is temporarily suspended, to the extent it requires a notary to be in the physical presence of an individual 

seeking the notary’s services or of any required witnesses. 
4. To minimize in-person interaction and facilitate remote work during the declared states of emergency 

and disaster: 

(a) Governmental agencies and officials of this state are encouraged to use or permit the use of electronic 
records and electronic signatures for transaction of business, processing of applications, and recognition of 

the validity of legal instruments, and, when a notarized signature is mandated by law, to use a remote 

electronic notary pursuant to the Michigan Law on Notarial Acts, MCL 55.261 et seq. 
(b) Persons and entities engaged in transactions are encouraged to use electronic records and electronic 

signatures and, when a notarized signature is mandated by law, to use a remote electronic notary pursuant to 

the Michigan Law on Notarial Acts, MCL 55.261 et seq. 
5. In addition to other means available by law, any notarial act that is required under Michigan law may 

be performed by a notary who currently holds a valid notarial commission in this state (“notary”) utilizing 

two-way real-time audiovisual technology, provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
(a) The two-way real-time audiovisual technology must allow direct interaction between the individual 

seeking the notary’s services, any witnesses, and the notary, wherein each can communicate simultaneously 

by sight and sound through an electronic device or process at the time of the notarization.  
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(b) The two-way real-time audiovisual technology must be capable of creating an audio and visual 
recording of the complete notarial act and such recording must be made and retained as a notarial record in 
accordance with sections 26b(7) to 26b(9) of the Michigan Law on Notarial Acts, MCL 55.286b(7) to 
55.286b(9). 

(c) The individual seeking the notary’s services and any required witnesses, if not personally known to the 
notary, must present satisfactory evidence of identity (e.g., a valid state-issued photo identification) to the 
notary during the video conference, not merely transmit it prior to or after the transaction, to satisfy the 
requirements of the Michigan Law on Notarial Acts, MCL 55.261 et seq., and any other applicable law. 

(d) The individual seeking the notary’s services must affirmatively represent either that the individual is 
physically situated in this state, or that the individual is physically located outside the geographic boundaries 
of this state and that either: 

(1) The document is intended for filing with or relates to a matter before a court, governmental entity, 
public official, or other entity subject to the jurisdiction of this state; or 

(2) The document involves property located in the territorial jurisdiction of this state or a transaction 
substantially connected to this state. 

If an individual is physically located outside of the geographic boundaries of this state, the notary must 
have no actual knowledge that the individual’s act of making the statement or signing the document is 
prohibited by the laws of the jurisdiction in which the individual is physically located. 

(e) The individual seeking the notary’s services, any required witnesses, and the notary must be able to 
affix their signatures to the document in a manner that renders any subsequent change or modification of the 
remote online notarial act to be tamper evident. 

(f) The individual seeking the notary’s services or the individual’s designee must transmit by fax, mail, or 
electronic means a legible copy of the entire signed document directly to the notary on the same date it was 
signed. This requirement shall apply regardless of the manner in which the document is signed. 

(g) Once the notary has received a legible copy of the document with all necessary signatures, the notary 
may notarize the document and transmit the notarized document back to the individual seeking the notary’s 
services. 

(h) The official date and time of the notarization shall be the date and time when the notary witnesses the 
signature via two-way real-time audiovisual technology as required under this section. 

6. Any requirement under Michigan law that an in-person witness attest to or acknowledge an instrument, 
document, or deed may be satisfied by the use of two-way real-time audiovisual technology, provided that 
all of the following conditions are met: 

(a) The two-way real-time audiovisual technology must allow direct, contemporaneous interaction by sight 
and sound between the individual signing the document (the “signatory”) and the witness(es). 

(b) The interaction between the signatory and the witness(es) must be recorded and preserved by the 
signatory or the signatory’s designee for a period of at least three years, unless a law of this state requires a 
different period of retention. 

(c) The signatory must affirmatively represent either that the signatory is physically situated in this state, 
or that the signatory is physically located outside the geographic boundaries of this state and that either of 
the following apply: 

(1) The document is intended for filing with or relates to a matter before a court, governmental entity, 
public official, or other entity subject to the jurisdiction of this state; or 

(2) The document involves property located in the territorial jurisdiction of this state or a transaction 
substantially connected to this state. 

(d) The signatory must affirmatively state during their interaction with the witness(es) on the two-way 
real-time audiovisual technology what document they are executing. 

(e) Each title page and signature page of the document being witnessed must be shown to the witness(es) 
on the two-way real-time audiovisual technology in a manner clearly legible to the witness(es), and every 
page of the document must be numbered to reflect both the page number of the document and the total 
number of pages of the document. 

(f) Each act of signing the document must be captured sufficiently up close on the two-way real-time 
audiovisual technology for the witness(es) to observe. 

(g) The signatory or the signatory’s designee must transmit by fax, mail, or electronic means a legible copy 
of the entire signed document directly to the witness(es) within 24 hours of when it is executed. 

(h) Within 24 hours of receipt, the witness(es) must sign the transmitted copy of the document as a witness 
and return the signed copy of the document to the signatory or the signatory’s designee by fax, mail, or 
electronic means. 

7. Notwithstanding any law or regulation of this state to the contrary, absent an express prohibition in the 
document against signing in counterparts, any document signed under this order may be signed in 
counterparts.  
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8. A guardian, guardian ad litem, or visitor may satisfy any requirement concerning a visit with a person, 
including but not limited to a visit in the physical presence of a person under the Estates and Protected 
Individuals Code, 1998 PA 386, as amended, MCL 700.1101 et seq., by instead conferring with that person 
via two-way real-time audiovisual technology that allows direct, contemporaneous interaction by sight and 
sound between the person being visited and the guardian, guardian ad litem, or visitor. 

9. Any law of this state requiring an individual to appear personally before or be in the presence of either 
a notary at the time of a notarization or a witness at the time of attestation or acknowledgment shall be 
satisfied if the individual, the witness(es), and/or the notary are not in the physical presence of each other 
but can communicate simultaneously by sight and sound via two-way real-time audiovisual technology at 
the time of the notarization, attestation, or acknowledgment. 

10. For the duration of this order and any order that may follow from it, financial institutions and registers 
of deeds must not refuse to record a tangible copy of an electronic record on the ground that it does not bear 
the original signature of a person, witness, or notary, if the notary before whom it was executed certifies that 
the tangible copy is an accurate copy of the electronic record. 

11. For purposes of the “verified user agreement” requirement of section 4 of the URPERA, MCL 
565.844(4), a county recording office must deem all financial institutions and all licensed title insurers or 
their employed or contracted settlement agents as covered by a verified user agreement for the duration of 
this order and any order that may follow from it. The recorder may ask the financial institution or title 
insurance company for verification of a notary’s employment or contractual association. 

12. As used in this order: 
(a) “Electronic,” “electronic record,” “electronic signature,” “governmental agency,” “person,” and 

“transaction” mean those terms as defined under section 2 of the UETA, MCL 450.832. 
(b) “Financial institution” means that term as defined in section 4(c) of the Michigan Strategic Fund Act, 

1984 PA 270, as amended, MCL 125.2004(c). 
13. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 6, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 8, 2020 
Time: 8:32 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 9, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-42 

 
Temporary requirement to suspend activities that 

are not necessary to sustain or protect life 

 

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-21 

 
The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 

caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
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social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To suppress the spread of COVID-19, to prevent the state’s health care system from being overwhelmed, 
to allow time for the production of critical test kits, ventilators, and personal protective equipment, and to 
avoid needless deaths, it is reasonable and necessary to direct residents to remain at home or in their place 
of residence to the maximum extent feasible. To that end, on March 23, 2020, I issued Executive 
Order 2020-21, ordering all people in Michigan to stay home and stay safe. The order limited gatherings and 
travel, and required workers who are not necessary to sustain or protect life to stay home. 

The measures put in place by Executive Order 2020-21 have been effective, but this virus is both aggressive 
and persistent: on April 8, 2020, Michigan reported 20,346 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 959 deaths 
from it. To win this fight, and to protect the health and safety of our state and each other, we must be just as 
aggressive and persistent. Though we have all made sacrifices, we must be steadfast. Accordingly, with this 
order, I find it reasonable and necessary to reaffirm the measures set forth in Executive Order 2020-21, 
clarify them, and extend their duration to April 30, 2020. This order takes effect on April 9, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
When this order takes effect, Executive Order 2020-21 is rescinded. 

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following: 
1. This order must be construed broadly to prohibit in-person work that is not necessary to sustain or 

protect life. 
2. Subject to the exceptions in section 7 of this order, all individuals currently living within the State of 

Michigan are ordered to stay at home or at their place of residence. Subject to the same exceptions, all public 
and private gatherings of any number of people occurring among persons not part of a single household are 
prohibited. 

3. All individuals who leave their home or place of residence must adhere to social distancing measures 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), including remaining at least six 
feet from people from outside the individual’s household to the extent feasible under the circumstances. 

4. No person or entity shall operate a business or conduct operations that require workers to leave their 
homes or places of residence except to the extent that those workers are necessary to sustain or protect life 
or to conduct minimum basic operations. 

(a) For purposes of this order, workers who are necessary to sustain or protect life are defined as “critical 
infrastructure workers,” as described in sections 8 and 9 of this order. 

(b) For purposes of this order, workers who are necessary to conduct minimum basic operations are those 
whose in-person presence is strictly necessary to allow the business or operation to maintain the value of 
inventory and equipment, care for animals, ensure security, process transactions (including payroll and 
employee benefits), or facilitate the ability of other workers to work remotely. 

Businesses and operations must determine which of their workers are necessary to conduct minimum basic 
operations and inform such workers of that designation. Businesses and operations must make such 
designations in writing, whether by electronic message, public website, or other appropriate means. Workers 
need not carry copies of their designations when they leave the home or place of residence for work. 

Any in-person work necessary to conduct minimum basic operations must be performed consistently with 
the social distancing practices and other mitigation measures described in section 10 of this order. 

5. Businesses and operations that employ critical infrastructure workers may continue in-person 
operations, subject to the following conditions: 

(a) Consistent with sections 8 and 9 of this order, businesses and operations must determine which of their 
workers are critical infrastructure workers and inform such workers of that designation. Businesses and 
operations must make such designations in writing, whether by electronic message, public website, or other 
appropriate means. Workers need not carry copies of their designations when they leave the home or place 
of residence for work. Businesses and operations need not designate: 

(1) Workers in health care and public health. 
(2) Workers who perform necessary government activities, as described in section 6 of this order.  



No. 32] [April 16, 2020]  JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENATE 491 

(3) Workers and volunteers described in section 9(d) of this order. 
(b) In-person activities that are not necessary to sustain or protect life must be suspended until normal 

operations resume. 
(c) Businesses and operations maintaining in-person activities must adopt social distancing practices and 

other mitigation measures to protect workers and patrons, as described in section 10 of this order. Stores that 
are open to the public must also adhere to the rules described in section 11 of this order. 

6. All in-person government activities at whatever level (state, county, or local) that are not necessary to 
sustain or protect life, or to support those businesses and operations that are necessary to sustain or protect 
life, are suspended. 

(a) For purposes of this order, necessary government activities include activities performed by critical 
infrastructure workers, including workers in law enforcement, public safety, and first responders. 

(b) Such activities also include, but are not limited to, public transit, trash pick-up and disposal (including 
recycling and composting), activities necessary to manage and oversee elections, operations necessary to 
enable transactions that support the work of a business’s or operation’s critical infrastructure workers, and 
the maintenance of safe and sanitary public parks so as to allow for outdoor activity permitted under this 
order. 

(c) For purposes of this order, necessary government activities include minimum basic operations, as 
described in section 4(b) of this order. Workers performing such activities need not be designated. 

(d) Any in-person government activities must be performed consistently with the social distancing 
practices and other mitigation measures to protect workers and patrons described in section 10 of this order. 

7. Exceptions. 
(a) Individuals may leave their home or place of residence, and travel as necessary: 
(1) To engage in outdoor physical activity, consistent with remaining at least six feet from people from 

outside the individual’s household. Outdoor physical activity includes walking, hiking, running, 
cycling, kayaking, canoeing, or other similar physical activity, as well as any comparable activity for 
those with limited mobility. 

(2) To perform their jobs as critical infrastructure workers after being so designated by their employers. 
(Critical infrastructure workers who need not be designated under section 5(a) of this order may leave 
their home for work without being designated.) 

(3) To conduct minimum basic operations, as described in section 4(b) of this order, after being designated 
to perform such work by their employers. 

(4) To perform necessary government activities, as described in section 6 of this order. 
(5) To perform tasks that are necessary to their health and safety, or to the health and safety of their family 

or household members (including pets). Individuals may, for example, leave the home or place of 
residence to secure medication or to seek medical or dental care that is necessary to address a medical 
emergency or to preserve the health and safety of a household or family member (including procedures 
that, in accordance with a duly implemented nonessential procedures postponement plan, have not been 
postponed). 

(6) To obtain necessary services or supplies for themselves, their family or household members, their pets, 
and their vehicles. 

(A) Individuals must secure such services or supplies via delivery to the maximum extent possible. As 
needed, however, individuals may leave the home or place of residence to purchase groceries, take-out 
food, gasoline, needed medical supplies, and any other products necessary to maintain the safety, 
sanitation, and basic operation of their residences. Individuals may also leave the home to drop off a 
vehicle to the extent permitted under section 9(i) of this order. 

(B) Individuals should limit, to the maximum extent that is safe and feasible, the number of household 
members who leave the home for any errands. 

(7) To care for a family member or a family member’s pet in another household. 
(8) To care for minors, dependents, the elderly, persons with disabilities, or other vulnerable persons. 
(9) To visit an individual under the care of a health care facility, residential care facility, or congregate care 

facility, to the extent otherwise permitted. 
 (10) To attend legal proceedings or hearings for essential or emergency purposes as ordered by a court. 
 (11) To work or volunteer for businesses or operations (including both religious and secular nonprofit 

organizations) that provide food, shelter, and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged 
or otherwise needy individuals, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, and 
people with disabilities. 

 (12) To attend a funeral, provided that no more than 10 people are in attendance at the funeral. 
(b) Individuals may also travel: 
(1) To return to a home or place of residence from outside this state. 
(2) To leave this state for a home or residence elsewhere.  
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(3) Between two residences in this state, through April 10, 2020. After that date, travel between two 
residences is not permitted. 

(4) As required by law enforcement or a court order, including the transportation of children pursuant to a 
custody agreement. 

(c) All other travel is prohibited, including all travel to vacation rentals. 
8. For purposes of this order, critical infrastructure workers are those workers described by the Director 

of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency in his guidance of March 19, 2020 on the 
COVID-19 response (available here). This order does not adopt any subsequent guidance document released 
by this same agency. 

Consistent with the March 19, 2020 guidance document, critical infrastructure workers include some 
workers in each of the following sectors: 

(a) Health care and public health. 
(b) Law enforcement, public safety, and first responders. 
(c) Food and agriculture. 
(d) Energy. 
(e) Water and wastewater. 
(f) Transportation and logistics. 
(g) Public works. 
(h) Communications and information technology, including news media. 
(i) Other community-based government operations and essential functions. 
(j) Critical manufacturing. 
(k) Hazardous materials. 
(l) Financial services. 
(m)Chemical supply chains and safety. 
(n) Defense industrial base. 
9. For purposes of this order, critical infrastructure workers also include: 
(a) Child care workers (including workers at disaster relief child care centers), but only to the extent 

necessary to serve the children or dependents of workers required to perform in-person work as permitted 
under this order. This category includes individuals (whether licensed or not) who have arranged to care for 
the children or dependents of such workers. 

(b) Workers at suppliers, distribution centers, or service providers, as described below. 
(1) Any suppliers, distribution centers, or service providers whose continued operation is necessary to 

enable, support, or facilitate another business’s or operation’s critical infrastructure work may designate 
their workers as critical infrastructure workers, provided that only those workers whose in-person 
presence is necessary to enable, support, or facilitate such work may be so designated. 

(2) Any suppliers, distribution centers, or service providers whose continued operation is necessary to 
enable, support, or facilitate the necessary work of suppliers, distribution centers, or service providers 
described in subprovision (1) of this subsection may designate their workers as critical infrastructure 
workers, provided that only those workers whose in-person presence is necessary to enable, support, 
or facilitate such work may be so designated. 

(3) Consistent with the scope of work permitted under subprovision (2) of this subsection, any suppliers, 
distribution centers, or service providers further down the supply chain whose continued operation is 
necessary to enable, support, or facilitate the necessary work of other suppliers, distribution centers, or 
service providers may likewise designate their workers as critical infrastructure workers, provided that 
only those workers whose in-person presence is necessary to enable, support, or facilitate such work 
may be so designated. 

(4) Suppliers, distribution centers, and service providers that abuse their designation authority under this 
subsection shall be subject to sanctions to the fullest extent of the law. 

(c) Workers in the insurance industry, but only to the extent that their work cannot be done by telephone 
or remotely. 

(d) Workers and volunteers for businesses or operations (including both religious and secular nonprofit 
organizations) that provide food, shelter, and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or 
otherwise needy individuals, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, and people with 
disabilities. 

(e) Workers who perform critical labor union functions, including those who administer health and welfare 
funds and those who monitor the well-being and safety of union members who are critical infrastructure 
workers, provided that any administration or monitoring should be done by telephone or remotely where 
possible. 

(f) Workers at retail stores who sell groceries, medical supplies, and products necessary to maintain the 
safety, sanitation, and basic operation of residences, including convenience stores, pet supply stores, auto 
supplies and repair stores, hardware and home maintenance stores, and home appliance retailers.  

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CISA-Guidance-on-Essential-Critical-Infrastructure-Workers-1-20-508c.pdf


No. 32] [April 16, 2020]  JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENATE 493 

(g) Workers at laundromats, coin laundries, and dry cleaners. 
(h) Workers at hotels and motels, provided that the hotels or motels do not offer additional in-house 

amenities such as gyms, pools, spas, dining, entertainment facilities, meeting rooms, or like facilities. 
(i) Workers at motor vehicle dealerships who are necessary to facilitate remote and electronic sales or 

leases, or to deliver motor vehicles to customers, provided that showrooms remain closed to in-person traffic. 
10. Businesses, operations, and government agencies that continue in-person work must adhere to sound 

social distancing practices and measures, which include but are not limited to: 
(a) Developing a COVID-19 preparedness and response plan, consistent with recommendations in 

Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19, developed by the Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration and available here. Such plan must be available at company headquarters or the worksite. 

(b) Restricting the number of workers present on premises to no more than is strictly necessary to perform 
the business’s, operation’s, or government agency’s critical infrastructure functions or its minimum basic 
operations. 

(c) Promoting remote work to the fullest extent possible. 
(d) Keeping workers and patrons who are on premises at least six feet from one another to the maximum 

extent possible. 
(e) Increasing standards of facility cleaning and disinfection to limit worker and patron exposure to 

COVID-19, as well as adopting protocols to clean and disinfect in the event of a positive COVID-19 case in 
the workplace. 

(f) Adopting policies to prevent workers from entering the premises if they display respiratory symptoms 
or have had contact with a person with a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19. 

(g) Any other social distancing practices and mitigation measures recommended by the CDC. 
11. Any store that remains open for in-person sales under section 5 or 9(f) of this order must: 
(a) Establish lines to regulate entry in accordance with subsections (c) and (d) of this section, with 

markings for patrons to enable them to stand at least six feet apart from one another while waiting. Stores 
should also explore alternatives to lines, including by allowing customers to wait in their cars for a text 
message or phone call, to enable social distancing and to accommodate seniors and those with disabilities. 

(b) Consider establishing curbside pick-up to reduce in-store traffic and mitigate outdoor lines. 
(c) For stores of less than 50,000 square feet of customer floor space, limit the number of people in the 

store (including employees) to 25% of the total occupancy limits established by the State Fire Marshal or a 
local fire marshal. 

(d) For stores of more than 50,000 square feet: 
(1) Limit the number of customers in the store at one time (excluding employees) to 4 people per 

1,000 square feet of customer floor space. The amount of customer floor space must be calculated to 
exclude store areas that are closed under subprovision (2) of this subsection. 

(2) Close areas of the store—by cordoning them off, placing signs in aisles, posting prominent signs, 
removing goods from shelves, or other appropriate means—that are dedicated to the following classes 
of goods: 

(A) Carpet or flooring. 
(B) Furniture. 
(C) Garden centers and plant nurseries. 
(D) Paint. 
(3) By April 13, 2020, refrain from the advertising or promotion of goods that are not groceries, medical 

supplies, or items that are necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation, and basic operation of residences. 
(4) Create at least two hours per week of dedicated shopping time for vulnerable populations, which for 

purposes of this order are people over 60, pregnant women, and those with chronic conditions like heart 
disease, diabetes, and lung disease. 

(e) The director of the Department of Health and Human Services is authorized to issue an emergency 
order varying the capacity limits described in subsections (c) and (d) of this section as necessary to protect 
the public health. 

12. No one shall advertise or rent a short-term vacation property except as necessary to assist in housing a 
health care professional or volunteer aiding in the response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

13. Nothing in this order should be taken to supersede another executive order or directive that is in effect, 
except to the extent this order imposes more stringent limitations on in-person work, activities, and 
interactions. Consistent with prior guidance, a place of religious worship, when used for religious worship, 
is not subject to penalty under section 17 of this order. 

14. Nothing in this order should be taken to interfere with or infringe on the powers of the legislative and 
judicial branches to perform their constitutional duties or exercise their authority. 

15. This order takes effect on April 9, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. and continues through April 30, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
When this order takes effect, Executive Order 2020-21 is rescinded. All references to that order in other 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf


494 JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENATE  [April 16, 2020] [No. 32 

executive orders, agency rules, letters of understanding, or other legal authorities shall be taken to refer to 
this order. 

16. I will evaluate the continuing need for this order prior to its expiration. In determining whether to 
maintain, intensify, or relax its restrictions, I will consider, among other things, (1) data on COVID-19 
infections and the disease’s rate of spread; (2) whether sufficient medical personnel, hospital beds, and 
ventilators exist to meet anticipated medical need; (3) the availability of personal protective equipment for 
the health-care workforce; (4) the state’s capacity to test for COVID-19 cases and isolate infected people; 
and (5) economic conditions in the state. 

17. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 9, 2020 
Time: 2:07 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 14, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-43 

 
Temporary restrictions on the use of places of public accommodation 

 

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-20 

 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential protections to 
vulnerable Michiganders, it is reasonable and necessary to impose limited and temporary restrictions on the 
use of places of public accommodation.  

Executive Order 2020-20 imposed such restrictions, which were then supplemented by the restrictions on 
in-person work, travel, and gatherings imposed by Executive Order 2020-42. Because these restrictions on 
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places of public accommodation remain reasonable and necessary to suppress the spread of COVID-19 and 
protect the public health and safety of this state and its residents, this order extends their duration to April 30, 
2020, to match the duration of the further restrictions imposed by Executive Order 2020-42. With this order, 
Executive Order 2020-20 is rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. Effective immediately and continuing until April 30, 2020 at 11:59 p.m., the following places of public 

accommodation are closed to ingress, egress, use, and occupancy by members of the public:  
(a) Restaurants, food courts, cafes, coffeehouses, and other places of public accommodation offering food 

or beverage for on-premises consumption;  
(b) Bars, taverns, brew pubs, breweries, microbreweries, distilleries, wineries, tasting rooms, special 

licensees, clubs, and other places of public accommodation offering alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption;  

(c) Hookah bars, cigar bars, and vaping lounges offering their products for on-premises consumption;  
(d) Theaters, cinemas, and indoor and outdoor performance venues;  
(e) Libraries and museums;  
(f) Gymnasiums, fitness centers, recreation centers, indoor sports facilities, indoor exercise facilities, 

exercise studios, and facilities offering non-essential personal care services;  
(g) Casinos licensed by the Michigan Gaming Control Board, racetracks licensed by the Michigan Gaming 

Control Board, and Millionaire Parties licensed by the Michigan Gaming Control Board; and  
(h) Places of public amusement not otherwise listed above.  
Places of public accommodation subject to this section are encouraged to offer food and beverage using 

delivery service, window service, walk-up service, drive-through service, or drive-up service, and must use 
precautions in doing so to mitigate the potential transmission of COVID-19, including social distancing. In 
offering food or beverage, a place of public accommodation subject to this section may permit up to five 
members of the public at one time in the place of public accommodation for the purpose of picking up their 
food or beverage orders, so long as those individuals are at least six feet apart from one another while on 
premises. 

This section does not prohibit an employee, contractor, vendor, or supplier of a place of public 
accommodation from entering, exiting, using, or occupying that place of public accommodation in their 
professional capacity. 

2. The restrictions imposed by this order do not apply to any of the following: 
(a) Places of public accommodation that offer food and beverage not for on-premises consumption, 

including grocery stores, markets, convenience stores, pharmacies, drug stores, and food pantries, other than 
those portions of the place of public accommodation subject to the requirements of section 1; 

(b) Health care facilities, residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, and juvenile justice facilities; 
(c) Crisis shelters or similar institutions; and 
(d) Food courts inside the secured zones of airports. 
3. For purposes of this order: 
(a) “Non-essential personal care services” includes but is not limited to hair, nail, tanning, massage, 

traditional spa, tattoo, body art, and piercing services, and similar personal care services that require 
individuals to be within six feet of each other. This does not include services necessary for medical treatment 
as determined by a licensed medical provider. 

(b) “Place of public accommodation” means a business, or an educational, refreshment, entertainment, or 
recreation facility, or an institution of any kind, whether licensed or not, whose goods, services, facilities, 
privileges, advantages, or accommodations are extended, offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the 
public. Place of public accommodation also includes the facilities of private clubs, including country clubs, 
golf clubs, boating or yachting clubs, sports or athletic clubs, and dining clubs. 

(c) “Place of public amusement” means a place of public accommodation that offers indoor services or 
facilities, or outdoor services or facilities involving close contact of persons, for amusement or other 
recreational or entertainment purposes. A place of public amusement includes an amusement park, arcade, 
bingo hall, bowling alley, indoor climbing facility, skating rink, trampoline park, and other similar 
recreational or entertainment facilities. 

4. The director of the Department of Health and Human Services, the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission, and the executive director of the Michigan Gaming Control Board must issue orders and 
directives and take other actions pursuant to law as necessary to implement this order. 

5. This order does not alter any of the obligations under law of an employer affected by this order to its 
employees or to the employees of another employer. 

6. The restrictions and requirements imposed by this order supplement, and must not be construed to 
diminish or relax in any way, the restrictions and requirements imposed by Executive Order 2020-42 or any 
executive order that may follow from it.  
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7. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 
8. Executive Order 2020-20 is rescinded. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 13, 2020 
Time: 8:12 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 14, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-44 

 
Enhanced support for deliveries 

 

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-12 

 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and to provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders and 
this state’s health care system and other critical infrastructure, it is reasonable and necessary to provide 
limited and temporary relief from load and delivery restrictions on motor carriers and drivers engaged in the 
transport of essential supplies, equipment, and persons.  

Executive Order 2020-12 provided this limited and temporary relief. This order extends the duration of 
that relief, because it remains reasonable and necessary to suppress the spread of COVID-19 and protect the 
public health and safety of this state and its residents. With this order, Executive Order 2020-12 is rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. All state and local seasonal load restrictions are suspended for deliveries that meet immediate needs 

for: (1) medical supplies and equipment related to the testing, diagnosis, and treatment of COVID-19; (2) 
supplies and equipment necessary for community safety, sanitation, and the prevention of community 
transmission of COVID-19 such as masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, soap, and disinfectants; (3) food for the 
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emergency restocking of stores; (4) equipment, supplies, and persons necessary to establish and manage 
temporary housing, quarantine, and isolation facilities related to the COVID-19 pandemic; (5) persons 
designated by federal, state, or local authorities for medical, isolation, or quarantine purposes; and 
(6) persons necessary to provide other medical or emergency services, the supply of which may be affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2. All state and local road agencies must exercise their authority on an expedited basis to issue permits 
that allow non-seasonal load restrictions to be exceeded. These permits must reflect bridge weight tolerances, 
and they must apply to deliveries that meet immediate needs for: (1) medical supplies and equipment related 
to the testing, diagnosis, and treatment of COVID-19; (2) supplies and equipment necessary for community 
safety, sanitation, and the prevention of community transmission of COVID-19 such as masks, gloves, hand 
sanitizer, soap, and disinfectants; (3) food for the emergency restocking of stores; (4) equipment, supplies, 
and persons necessary to establish and manage temporary housing, quarantine, and isolation facilities related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic; (5) persons designated by federal, state, or local authorities for medical, 
isolation, or quarantine purposes; and (6) persons necessary to provide other medical or emergency services, 
the supply of which may be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

3. All state and local restrictions on the noise and timing of loading and deliveries are suspended for 
loading and deliveries that meet immediate needs for: (1) medical supplies and equipment related to the 
testing, diagnosis, and treatment of COVID- 19; (2) supplies and equipment necessary for community safety, 
sanitation, and the prevention of community transmission of COVID-19 such as masks, gloves, hand 
sanitizer, soap, and disinfectants; (3) food for the emergency restocking of stores; (4) equipment, supplies, 
and persons necessary to establish and manage temporary housing, quarantine, and isolation facilities related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic; (5) persons designated by federal, state, or local authorities for medical, 
isolation, or quarantine purposes; and (6) persons necessary to provide other medical or emergency services, 
the supply of which may be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 11, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
5. Executive Order 2020-12 is rescinded. 
6. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 13, 2020 
Time: 8:13 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 14, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-45 

 
Enhanced authorization of remote means for carrying out 

state administrative procedures 

 

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-23 

 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq.  



498 JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENATE  [April 16, 2020] [No. 32 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, limit the number of people interacting at 
public gatherings, encourage social distancing, and provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders, 
it is reasonable and necessary to temporarily suspend rules and procedures relating to service of process and 
provision of notice as to certain administrative proceedings and the use of electronic signatures. State 
administrative entities must be able to continue to conduct public business during this emergency, including 
actions to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, without unduly compromising public health, safety, and 
welfare.  

Executive Order 2020-23 provided this limited and temporary relief from certain rules and procedures. 
This order extends the duration of that relief, because it remains reasonable and necessary to suppress the 
spread of COVID-19 and protect the public health and safety of this state and its residents. With this order, 
Executive Order 2020-23 is rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. Hearing officers or arbitrators may conduct Michigan Employment Relations Commission (“MERC”) 

hearings by electronic means, including video conferencing. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with 
the procedural requirements of 1939 PA 176, as amended, MCL 423.1 et seq. (employment relations 
commission), 1947 PA 336, as amended, MCL 423.201 et seq. (public employment relations), and 1969 
PA 312, as amended, MCL 423.231 et seq. (compulsory arbitration of labor disputes in police and fire 
departments), is temporarily suspended.  

2. Notice to MERC, as well as personal service of notice, service of process, or written notice of a dispute 
relating to an impending strike or an impending lockout, may be provided by mail or by electronic means, 
including email. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with rules and procedures under sections 9, 9a, 
9d(3), 11, 23(2), and 27 of 1939 PA 176, as amended, MCL 423.9, 423.9a, 423.9d(3), 423.11, 423.23(2), 
and 423.27, and any other procedural statutes governing MERC, is temporarily suspended.  

3. The Unemployment Insurance Agency may permit hearings to be held by telephone or electronic 
means, including video conferencing. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with rules and procedures 
under the Michigan Employment Security Act, 1936 (Ex Sess) PA 1, as amended, MCL 421.1 et seq., is 
temporarily suspended.  

4. Notice to the Unemployment Insurance Agency and written notice by the Unemployment Insurance 
Agency may be provided by mail or by electronic means, including email. To the extent necessary, strict 
compliance with rules and procedures under the Michigan Employment Security Act, 1936 (Ex Sess) PA 1, 
as amended, MCL 421.1 et seq., is temporarily suspended.  

5. Hearings held under the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 
24.201 et seq., as well as under the MAHS Administrative Hearing Rules, R 792.10101 et seq., and any 
informal hearings required by statute, rule, or regulation, may proceed by telephone or by electronic means, 
including video conferencing. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with the rules and procedures of 
the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 24.201 et seq., and the MAHS 
Administrative Hearing Rules, R 792.10101 et seq., is temporarily suspended. This does not apply to 
hearings by the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules. 

6. Notice and service of process required by the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as 
amended, MCL 24.201 et seq., and the MAHS Administrative Hearing Rules, R 792.10101 et seq., may be 
provided by mail or by electronic means, including email. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with 
rules and procedures under the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 
24.201 et seq., and the MAHS Administrative Hearing Rules, R 792.10101 et seq., is temporarily suspended. 

7. Administrative rules or emergency rules may be filed with the secretary of state electronically, 
including by email. To the extent necessary, strict compliance with rules and procedures under the 
Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 24.201 et seq., is temporarily 
suspended.  
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8. Pursuant to section 18 of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, 2000 PA 305, as amended, MCL 
450.848, the Department of Technology, Management and Budget is directed to authorize the acceptance, 
use, and reliance upon electronic signatures for a signature required by sections 11(b)(4), 32b(3), and 54f of 
the Michigan Employment Security Act, 1936 (Ex Sess) PA 1, as amended, MCL 421.11(b)(4), 421.32b(3), 
and 421.54f. Pursuant to section 7 of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, 2000 PA 305, as amended, 
MCL 450.837, a signature must not be denied legal effect or enforceability solely because it is in electronic 
form, and if a law requires a signature, an electronic signature satisfies the law. 

9. Pursuant to section 18 of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, 2000 PA 305, as amended, MCL 
450.848, the Department of Technology, Management and Budget is directed to authorize the acceptance, 
use, and reliance upon electronic signatures for a signature required under the Administrative Procedures 
Act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 24.201 et seq., including any requirement of a signature for 
filing administrative rules or emergency rules with the secretary of state. Pursuant to section 7 of the Uniform 
Electronic Transactions Act, 2000 PA 305, as amended, MCL 450.837, a signature must not be denied legal 
effect or enforceability solely because it is in electronic form, and if a law requires a signature, an electronic 
signature satisfies the law. 

10. This order is effective immediately and remains in effect through May 11, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
11. Executive Order 2020-23 is rescinded. 
12. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 13, 2020 
Time: 8:13 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 14, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-46 

 
Mitigating the economic harms of the COVID-19 pandemic through the creation 

of a spirits buyback program for restaurants and bars throughout the state 
 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1).  
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To suppress the spread of COVID-19, protect this state’s critical health care resources from rapid depletion, 
and prevent needless deaths, it has been necessary for Michiganders to limit travel, gatherings, and in-person 
work and interactions as much as possible. This has required, among other things, establishments that serve 
the public to curtail their in-person operations significantly, to the substantial benefit of this state’s public 
health but to their own financial detriment. These restrictions on places of public accommodation first took 
effect on March 16, 2020, and have remained necessary and in place since.  

The limitations required by this pandemic, and the economic harms caused by it, have hit restaurants and 
bars particularly hard. They have found themselves burdened with an unexpected surplus of inventory—
particularly of alcohol—and struggling to remain open to provide their communities with needed sustenance 
during this crisis. To mitigate the harms from this pandemic and to help ensure that these establishments can 
continue to serve their communities both during and after it, it is reasonable and necessary to provide them 
with immediate financial assistance through a buyback program for spirits in their inventory as of March 16, 
2020.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. The Michigan Liquor Control Commission (“Commission”) is hereby authorized to offer to a licensee 

a cash buyback of any spirits a licensee ordered from the Commission and received and accepted from an 
Authorized Distribution Agent before March 16, 2020. When a licensee opts into this buyback program, the 
Commission must advance to the licensee 100% of the purchase price of those spirits that are in the licensee’s 
inventory.  

2. The Commission may accept buyback requests, by email or on its website, only from licensees that 
hold one of the following license types: Class C, B-Hotel, G-1, Club, Continuing Care Retirement Center, 
Aircraft, Watercraft, and Train License. The Commission must begin accepting requests on its website as 
soon as reasonably possible, and must accept all requests made by 5:00 p.m. on April 17, 2020.  

3. Upon advancing cash to a licensee pursuant to this buyback program, the Commission will hold legal 
title to all spirits purchased by the licensee before March 16, 2020 that are in the licensee’s inventory at the 
time the licensee opts into this buyback program. But, in recognition of the risks of COVID-19 infection and 
transmission associated with in-person contact, the Commission must not take physical possession of any 
such spirits except as provided in this order or any order that may follow from it. The licensee must take all 
reasonable care to account for and preserve the inventory of any such spirits.  

4. A licensee that opts into this buyback program may, at any time until the Commission takes physical 
possession of spirits it owns, repay to the Commission the full amount advanced to the licensee. Upon 
repayment of the full buyback amount, the licensee will again hold title to the spirits in its possession.  

5. The Commission may take physical possession of any spirits held by any licensee to which the 
Commission holds legal title at any time later than 90 days after the end of the declared states of emergency 
and disaster.  

6. The Commission may issue orders and directives, and take other actions pursuant to 
law, to implement this order. 
7. This order is effective immediately. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 13, 2020 
Time: 8:19 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 14, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-47 

 
Temporary extension of the validity of certain driver’s licenses, 

state identification cards, and vehicle registrations 
 
 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease.  
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On March 10, 2020, the Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

On March 13, 2020, Michigan’s secretary of state announced that Department of State branch offices 
would be open on weekdays only for “critical services,” which do not include license and registration 
renewals. This action is necessary and well designed to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public 
health, and provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders, but it may result in some individuals 
being unable to timely renew their license or registration. In order to facilitate the mobility necessary for 
survival during this crisis, and to ensure commercial drivers carrying essential supplies can continue to do 
so despite these temporary limitations on state operations, it is reasonable and necessary to temporarily 
extend the validity of certain operator’s and chauffeur’s licenses, state identifications, and vehicle 
registrations in this state.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. Individuals must, to the best of their ability, complete a vehicle registration or license renewal online 

at www.michigan.gov/sos/ during the declared states of emergency and disaster.  
2. Strict compliance with section 2 of 1972 PA 222 (state personal identification card), as amended, MCL 

28.292, is temporarily suspended to the extent necessary to extend until June 30, 2020 the validity of a state 
personal identification card that expired or is set to expire between February 1, 2020 and May 31, 2020.  

3. Strict compliance with sections 309 and 314 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 1949 PA 300, as amended, 
MCL 257.309 and 257.314, is temporarily suspended to the extent necessary to extend until June 30, 2020 
the validity of an operator’s license or chauffeur’s license that expired or is set to expire between February 1, 
2020 and May 31, 2020.  

4. Strict compliance with sections 303 and 312f of the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCL 257.303 and 
257.312f, is temporarily suspended to the extent necessary to suspend any applicable medical certification 
requirement for operator’s or chauffeur’s license holders with a Group A, Group B, or Group C designation 
until June 30, 2020. Persons who would otherwise have to carry a valid medical certificate must carry a 
paper copy of an otherwise-valid medical certificate that expired on or after March 1, 2020.  

5. Strict compliance with rules and procedures under section 216 of the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCL 
257.216, is temporarily suspended to the extent necessary to allow an operator’s or chauffeur’s license holder 
with a Group A, Group B, or Group C designation to operate a commercial vehicle as though it had a valid 
vehicle registration until June 30, 2020, so long as that commercial vehicle has an otherwise-valid vehicle 
registration that expired on or after March 1, 2020.  

6. Until June 30, 2020, driving with a vehicle registration, operator’s license, or chauffeur’s license that 
expired on or after February 1, 2020 does not constitute a violation of the Michigan Vehicle Code. Law 
enforcement officials must not arrest any person nor impound any vehicle as a result of a vehicle registration, 
operator’s license, or chauffer’s license that expired on or after February 1, 2020. The Department of State 
must not assess a late fee at renewal for a license or registration that expired between February 1, 2020 and 
May 31, 2020, so long as renewal occurs by June 30, 2020. Nothing in this order prevents the Secretary of 
State from suspending or revoking an operator’s or chauffeur’s license, commercial learner’s permit, vehicle 
designations, or endorsements on an operator’s or chauffeur’s license pursuant to the Michigan Vehicle 
Code.  

7. The relief afforded by sections 3, 4, 5, and 6 of this order does not apply to:  
(a) A person who had their driving privileges suspended or revoked for traffic offenses.   

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/
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(b) A person who, since their last medical certificate was issued, has been diagnosed with a medical 
condition that would disqualify them from operating a commercial vehicle.  

(c) A person who, since their last medical certificate was issued, has developed a condition that requires 
an exemption or Skill Performance Evaluation from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration.  

8. This order is effective immediately.  
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 13, 2020 
Time: 8:19 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 15, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-48 

 
Temporary authorization of remote participation in public meetings 

and hearings and temporary relief from monthly meeting 
requirements for school boards 

 
Rescission of Executive Order 2020-15 

 
The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 

caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and provide essential protections to 
vulnerable Michiganders, it is crucial that all Michiganders take steps to limit in-person contact. These 
critical mitigation measures include social distancing and limiting the number of people interacting at public 
gatherings.  

To that end, it is reasonable and necessary to temporarily suspend rules and procedures relating to physical 
presence at meetings and hearings of public bodies and other governmental entities in Michigan. These 
public bodies and entities must continue to conduct public business during this emergency, including actions 
to respond to COVID-19, and the general public must be able to continue to participate in government 
decision-making without unduly compromising public health, safety, and welfare.   
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Executive Order 2020-15 provided this limited and temporary relief from certain rules and procedures. 
This order clarifies and extends the duration of that relief, as it remains reasonable and necessary to suppress 
the spread of COVID-19 and protect the public health and safety of this state and its residents. With this 
order, Executive Order 2020-15 is rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. To the extent that the Open Meetings Act (“OMA”), 1976 PA 267, as amended, MCL 15.261 to 15.272, 

requires that a meeting of a public body be held in a physical place available to the general public or requires 
the physical presence of one or more members of a public body, strict compliance with section 3 of the 
OMA, MCL 15.263, is temporarily suspended in order to alleviate any such physical-place or 
physical-presence requirements, as follows:  

(a) A meeting of a public body may be held electronically, including by telephonic conferencing or video 
conferencing, in a manner in which both the general public and the members of the public body may 
participate by electronic means.  

(b) A meeting of a public body held electronically must be conducted in a manner that permits two-way 
communication so that members of the public body can hear and be heard by other members of the public 
body and so that general public participants can hear members of the public body and can be heard by 
members of the public body and other participants during a public comment period. The public body also 
may use technology to facilitate typed public comments that may be read to or shared with members of the 
public body and other participants.  

(c) Members of a public body and of the general public participating electronically will be considered 
present and in attendance at the meeting and may participate in the meeting as if physically present at the 
meeting.  

(d) All persons must be permitted to participate in any meeting of a public body held electronically, except 
as otherwise provided in the OMA. 

(e) If a public body directly or indirectly maintains an official internet presence, the public body must, 
consistent with and in addition to any other applicable notice requirements under the OMA, post advance 
notice of a meeting held electronically on a portion of the public body’s website that is fully accessible to 
the public. The public notice on the website must be included on either the homepage or on a separate 
webpage dedicated to public notices for non-regularly scheduled public meetings or electronic meetings and 
accessible through a prominent and conspicuous link on the website’s homepage that clearly describes its 
purpose for public notification of those non-regularly scheduled or electronic public meetings. Notice of a 
meeting of a public body that will be held electronically must include all of the following: 

(i) An explanation of the reason why the public body is meeting electronically. 
(ii) Detailed procedures by which the public may participate in the meeting remotely, including a telephone 

number, internet address, or both. 
(iii) Procedures by which persons may contact members of the public body to provide input or ask questions 

on any business that will come before the public body at the meeting. 
(iv) Procedures by which persons with disabilities may participate in the meeting. 
(f) The right of a person to participate in a meeting of a public body held electronically includes the right 

to tape-record, to videotape, to broadcast live on radio, and to telecast live on television the proceedings of 
the public body at a public meeting. The exercise of this right does not depend on the prior approval of the 
public body. However, a public body may establish reasonable rules and regulations to minimize the 
possibility of disrupting the meeting. 

(g) A public body may not require a person as a condition of participating in a meeting of the public body 
held electronically to register or otherwise provide his or her name or other information or otherwise to fulfill 
a condition precedent to attendance, other than mechanisms necessary to permit the person to participate in 
a public comment period of the meeting. 

(h) A person must be permitted to address a meeting of a public body held electronically under rules 
established and recorded by the public body. A person must not be excluded from a meeting held 
electronically otherwise open to the public except for a breach of the peace actually committed during the 
meeting. 

(i) During a meeting of a public body held electronically, members of the public body are urged to take 
all votes by roll call to avoid any questions about how each member of the public body votes. 

(j) If a public body holding a meeting electronically directly or indirectly maintains an official internet 
presence, the public body is encouraged to make available to the general public through the public body’s 
website homepage an agenda and other materials relating to the meeting. 

(k) Members of the general public otherwise participating in a meeting of a public body held electronically 
may be excluded from participation in a closed session of the public body held electronically during that 
meeting if the closed session is convened and held in compliance with the requirements of the OMA 
applicable to a closed session.  
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2. A public body holding a meeting electronically as provided under this order is encouraged to do so in 
a manner that effectuates as fully as possible the purposes of the OMA, which include promoting government 
accountability and fostering openness in government to enhance responsible decision-making. Discussions 
or deliberations at an open meeting that cannot at a minimum be heard by the general public participating in 
the meeting are contrary to these purposes. Accordingly, members of a public body must avoid using email, 
texting, instant messaging, and other such electronic forms of communication to make a decision or 
deliberate toward a decision, and must avoid “round-the-horn” decision-making in a manner not accessible 
to the public at an open meeting. 

3. If a decision or other action of a public body is in compliance with the requirements of this order and 
the other requirements of the OMA, it is in compliance with the OMA. 

4. If a statute or rule other than the OMA requires that public comments be permitted or a public hearing 
be held, including in conjunction with the issuance of a permit or a hearing required under the Uniform 
Budgeting and Accounting Act, 1968 PA 2, as amended, MCL 141.421 to 141.440a, a public body or 
department or agency may provide a means for remote public comment or participation through the use of 
any technology that would facilitate a member of the general public’s ability to participate remotely to the 
same extent as if the member of the general public appeared in person. If not expressly authorized by statute 
or rule, written comment, including by electronic means, also is permitted. 

5. Strict compliance with subsection 6 of section 11a, subsection 7 of section 384, and subsection 1 of 
section 418a of the Revised School Code, 1976 PA 451, as amended, MCL 380.11a(6), MCL 380.384(7), 
and MCL 380.418a(1), is temporarily suspended so as not to require school district boards to hold meetings 
at least once each month. 

6. Nothing in this order permits a public body to limit or restrict the rights of the press or other news 
media. Members of public bodies are encouraged to facilitate access by members of the press and other news 
media both to meetings held electronically and to members of public bodies. 

7. As used in this order, the terms “decision,” “meeting,” and “public body” mean those terms as defined 
under section 2 of the OMA, MCL 15.262, except this order does not apply to state legislative bodies. 

8. A provision of this order will prevail over any conflicting provision of a local charter, ordinance, or 
rule. 

9. This order supersedes sections 2 and 3 of Executive Directive 2020-2. 
10. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 12, 2020. 
11. Executive Order 2020-15 is rescinded. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 14, 2020 
Time: 8:17 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 15, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-49 

 

Temporary enhancements to operational capacity 

and efficiency of health care facilities 

 

Rescission of Executive Order 2020-13 

 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
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This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To provide necessary protections against the dangers to this state posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
state must ensure that there is an adequate supply of health care providers and facilities. To this end, it is 
reasonable and necessary to provide limited and temporary relief from certain regulatory requirements to 
enhance the operational capacity and efficiency of health care facilities.  

Executive Order 2020-13 provided this limited and temporary relief. This order clarifies that relief and 
extends its duration, as it remains reasonable and necessary to suppress the spread of COVID-19 and protect 
the public health and safety of this state and its residents. With this order, Executive Order 2020-13 is 
rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. The Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) may issue an emergency certificate of need 

to an applicant and defer strict compliance with the procedural requirements of section 22235 of the Public 
Health Code, 1978 PA 368, as amended, MCL 333.22235, until the end of the declared states of disaster and 
emergency.  

2. The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (“LARA”) may grant a waiver under 
section 21564 of the Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, as amended, MCL 333.21564, to any licensed 
hospital in this state, regardless of number of beds or location, for the purpose of providing care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, to construct, acquire, or operate a temporary or mobile facility for any health care 
purpose, regardless of where the facility is located. A waiver issued under this section may be renewed by 
LARA until the end of the declared states of disaster and emergency.  

3. LARA may issue a temporary registration as a certified nurse aide to an applicant, regardless of whether 
the applicant demonstrates to LARA that they have successfully completed the examination requirements of 
sections 21911 and 21913 of the Public Health Code, 1978 PA 368, as amended, MCL 333.21911 and MCL 
333.21913. A temporary registration issued under this section shall be valid for 28 days and may be renewed 
by LARA until the end of the declared states of disaster and emergency.  

4. LARA may renew a license to practice under Part 170, 172, 175, 177, or 187 of the Public Health Code, 
1978 PA 368, as amended, regardless of whether the licensee has satisfied the continuing education 
requirement applicable to their license.  

5. LARA may recognize hours worked responding to the COVID-19 pandemic as hours toward 
continuing education courses or programs required for licensure.  

6. LARA may allow a non-nursing assistant such as an activity coordinator, social worker, or volunteer 
to help feed or transport a patient or resident in a manner consistent with the patient’s or resident’s care plan.  

7. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 12, 2020 at 11:59 p.m.  
8. Executive Order 2020-13 is rescinded. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 14, 2020 
Time: 8:18 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations.  
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The following message from the Governor was received on April 15, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-50 

 

Enhanced protections for residents and staff of long-term care facilities 

during the COVID-19 pandemic 

 

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 
caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

The COVID-19 pandemic poses a particularly dire threat to the health and safety of both residents and 
employees of long-term care facilities. To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, protect the public health, and 
provide essential protections to vulnerable Michiganders, it is crucial to limit in-person contact as much as 
possible and, for those in-person services and interactions that must occur, to engage in social distancing and 
other mitigation practices. For the residents of long-term care facilities to receive the care they need, 
however, the residents and staff of the facilities must share close quarters and interact in person regularly, 
and limitations on access to personal protective equipment only make it more difficult for these in-person 
interactions to be carried out safely. Due to the nature of the care provided in long-term care facilities and 
the vulnerable status of their residents, the risk of harm posed by a single positive case of COVID-19 to the 
entire facility—residents and staff—is inordinately high. As a result, it is reasonable and necessary to afford 
limited and temporary relief from certain rules and procedures so as to provide enhanced protections for 
residents and employees of long-term care facilities during this unprecedented crisis. 

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following: 
I. Protections for residents of long-term care facilities 

1. Notwithstanding any statute, rule, regulation, or policy to the contrary, a long-term care facility must 
not effectuate an eviction or involuntary discharge against a resident for nonpayment, nor deny a resident 
access to the facility, except as otherwise provided in this order. 

2. A long-term care facility must not prohibit admission or readmission of a resident based on COVID-19 
testing requirements or results in a manner that is inconsistent with relevant guidance issued by the 
Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS”). 

3. The following apply to a resident that obtained housing outside of a long-term care facility, including 
but not limited to living with a family member, during the declared states of emergency and disaster: 

(a) The resident does not forfeit any right to return that would have been provided to the resident under 
state or federal law had they been hospitalized or placed on therapeutic leave. 

(b) The long-term care facility of origin must accept the return of the resident, provided it can meet the 
medical needs of the resident and there are no statutory grounds to refuse the return, as soon as capacity 
allows. 
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(c) Prior to accepting the return of such a resident, the long-term care facility must undertake screening 
precautions that are consistent with relevant DHHS guidance when receiving the returning resident. 

4. Nothing in this order abrogates the obligation to pay or right to receive payment due under an admission 
contract between a resident and a long-term care facility. 

5. All long-term care facilities must use best efforts to facilitate the use of telemedicine in the care 
provided to their residents, including, but not limited to, for regular doctors’ visits, telepsychology, 
counseling, social work and other behavioral health visits, and physical and occupational therapy. 
II. Protections for employees and residents of long-term care facilities 

1. It is the public policy of this state that employees of long-term care facilities or regional hubs who test 
positive for COVID-19 or who display one or more of the principal symptoms of COVID-19 should remain 
in their homes or places of residence, as provided in section 2 of Executive Order 2020-36 or any order that 
may follow from it, and that their employers shall not discharge, discipline, or otherwise retaliate against 
them for doing so, as provided in section 1 of Executive Order 2020-36 or any order that may follow from 
it. 

2. Long-term care facilities must: 
(a) Cancel all communal dining and all internal and external group activities throughout the duration of 

the declared states of emergency and disaster; 
(b) Take all necessary precautions to ensure the adequate disinfecting and cleaning of facilities, in 

accordance with relevant guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”); 
(c) Use best efforts to provide appropriate personal protective equipment (“appropriate PPE”) and hand 

sanitizer to all employees that interact with residents; 
(d) As soon as reasonably possible, but no later than 12 hours after identification, inform employees of the 

presence of a COVID-19-affected resident; 
(e) Notify employees of any changes in CDC recommendations related to COVID-19; 
(f) Keep accurate and current data regarding the quantity of each type of appropriate PPE available onsite, 

and report such data to EMResource upon DHHS’s request or in a manner consistent with DHHS guidance; 
and 

(g) Report to DHHS all presumed positive COVID-19 cases in the facility together with any additional 
data required under DHHS guidance. 
III. Procedures related to transfers and discharges of COVID-19-affected residents 

1. A long-term care facility must report the presence of a COVID-19-affected resident to their local health 
department within 24 hours of identification. 

2. A long-term care facility must transfer a COVID-19-affected resident who is medically unstable to a 
hospital for evaluation. 

3. A nursing home with a census below 80% must create a unit dedicated to the care of 
COVID-19-affected residents (“dedicated unit”) and must provide appropriate PPE, as available, to 
direct-care employees who staff the dedicated unit. A nursing home provider that operates multiple facilities 
may create a dedicated unit by dedicating a facility for such a purpose. 

4. A long-term care facility must adhere to the following protocol with respect to a COVID-19-affected 
resident who is medically stable: 

(a) If the long-term care facility has a dedicated unit and provides appropriate PPE to the direct-care 
employees who staff the dedicated unit, the facility must transfer the COVID-19-affected resident to its 
dedicated unit. 

(b) If the long-term care facility does not have a dedicated unit or does not provide appropriate PPE to the 
direct-care employees who staff the dedicated unit, it must transfer the COVID-19-affected resident to a 
regional hub, if one is available to accept the resident. If no regional hub is available to accept the transfer 
of the COVID-19-affected resident, the long-term care facility must attempt to send the resident to a hospital 
within the state that has available bed capacity. If no hospital will admit the COVID-19-affected resident, 
the long-term care facility must transfer the resident to an alternate care facility. 

5. Once a long-term care facility resident who has been hospitalized due to onset of one or more of the 
principal symptoms of COVID-19 becomes medically stable and eligible for discharge in the judgment of 
the resident’s medical providers, a hospital must discharge the resident in accordance with the following 
protocol: 

(a) If the long-term care facility where the resident resided prior to the onset of one or more of the principal 
symptoms of COVID-19 (“facility of residence”) has a dedicated unit and provides appropriate PPE to the 
direct-care employees who staff the dedicated unit, the hospital must discharge the resident to their facility 
of residence for placement in the dedicated unit, provided there is available bed capacity. 

(b) If a discharge in accordance with section 5(a) of this part is not available, the hospital must discharge 
the resident to a regional hub, provided there is available bed capacity.  
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(c) If a discharge in accordance with section 5(a) or 5(b) of this part is not available, the hospital must 

transfer the resident to any alternate care facility with available bed capacity in accordance with the following 

protocol: 

(1) Any alternate care facility within the state that has available bed capacity to receive the resident must 

accept a transfer authorized by this order. 

(2)  An alternate care facility must discharge a long-term care facility resident to the facility of residence 

as soon as capacity allows. If the facility of residence lacks available capacity, the alternate care facility 

must transfer the resident to a regional hub. If a regional hub receives a resident under this part, it must 

transfer the resident to the facility of residence as soon as capacity allows. 

6. For any transfer or discharge of a resident, the transferring or discharging entity must ensure that the 

resident’s advance directive accompanies the resident and must disclose the existence of any advance 

directive to medical control at the time medical control assistance is requested. 

7. Any long-term care facility that has a dedicated unit and provides appropriate PPE to the direct-care 

employees who staff the dedicated unit must admit anyone that it would normally admit as a resident, 

regardless of whether the individual has recently been discharged from a hospital treating COVID-19 

patients. 

8. A long-term care facility that transfers or discharges a resident in accordance with this order must notify 

the resident and the resident’s representative of the transfer or discharge as soon as practicable. 

9. A transfer or discharge of a long-term care facility resident that is made in accordance with this order 

constitutes a transfer or discharge mandated by the physical safety of other facility residents and employees 

as documented in the clinical record, for purposes of section 21773(2)(b) of the Public Health Code, 1978 

PA 368, as amended, MCL 333.21773(2)(b), and constitutes a transfer or discharge that is necessary to 

prevent the health and safety of individuals in the facility from being endangered, for purposes of 

42 CFR 483.15(c)(1)(i)(C)-(D) and (c)(4)(ii)(A)-(B). 

10. To the extent necessary to effectuate this terms of this order, strict compliance with any statute, rule, 

regulation, or policy pertaining to bed hold requirements or procedures, or to pre-transfer or pre-discharge 

requirements or procedures, is temporarily suspended. This includes, but is not limited to, strict compliance 

with the requirements and procedures under sections 20201(3)(e), 21776, 21777(1), and 21777(2) of the 

Public Health Code, MCL 333.20201(3)(e), MCL 333.21773(2), MCL 333.21776, MCL 333.21777(1), and 

MCL 333.21777(2), as well as Rules 325.1922(13)-(16), 400.1407(12), 400.2403(9), and 400.15302 of the 

Michigan Administrative Code. 

IV. Definitions and general provisions 

1. For purposes of this order: 

(a) “Adult foster care facility” has the same meaning as provided by section 3(4) of the Adult Foster Care 

Facility Licensing Act, 1979 PA 218, as amended, MCL 400.703(4). 

(b) “Alternate care facility” means any facility activated by the state to provide relief for hospitals that 

surge past their capacity, including but not limited to the TCF Regional Care Center. 

(c) “Appropriate PPE” means the PPE that DHHS recommends in relevant guidance. 

(d) “COVID-19-affected resident” means a resident of a long-term care facility who is COVID-19 positive, 

who is a person under investigation, or who displays one or more of the principal symptoms of COVID-19. 

(e) “Home for the aged” has the same meaning as provided by section 20106(3) of the Public Health Code, 

MCL 333.20106(3). 

(f) “Long-term care facility” means a nursing home, home for the aged, adult foster care facility, or assisted 

living facility. 

(g) “Medically unstable” means a change in mental status or a significant change or abnormality in blood 

pressure, heart rate, oxygenation status, or laboratory results that warrants emergent medical evaluation. 

(h) “Nursing home” has the same meaning as provided by section 20109(1) of the Public Health Code, 

MCL 333.20109(1). 

(i) “Person under investigation” means a person who is currently under investigation for having the virus 

that causes COVID-19. 

(j) “Principal symptoms of COVID-19” are fever, atypical cough, or atypical shortness of breath. 

(k) “Regional hub” means a nursing home that is designated by DHHS as a dedicated facility to temporarily 

and exclusively provide care to COVID-affected residents. 

2. DHHS may issue orders and directives, and take any other actions pursuant to law, to implement this 

executive order. 

3. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 13, 2020.  
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4. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor. 
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan. 

 
Date: April 15, 2020 
Time: 3:36 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

The following message from the Governor was received on April 16, 2020, and read: 
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
No. 2020-51 

 
Expanding child care access during the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
Rescission of Executive Order 2020-16 

 
The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or death. It is 

caused by a new strain of coronavirus not previously identified in humans and easily spread from person to 
person. There is currently no approved vaccine or antiviral treatment for this disease. 

On March 10, 2020, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services identified the first two 
presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 in Michigan. On that same day, I issued Executive Order 2020-4. 
This order declared a state of emergency across the state of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended, MCL 30.401 
et seq., and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, 1945 PA 302, as amended, MCL 10.31 
et seq. 

In the three weeks that followed, the virus spread across Michigan, bringing deaths in the hundreds, 
confirmed cases in the thousands, and deep disruption to this state’s economy, homes, and educational, civic, 
social, and religious institutions. On April 1, 2020, in response to the widespread and severe health, 
economic, and social harms posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I issued Executive Order 2020-33. This 
order expanded on Executive Order 2020-4 and declared both a state of emergency and a state of disaster 
across the State of Michigan under section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, the Emergency 
Management Act, and the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945. 

The Emergency Management Act vests the governor with broad powers and duties to “cop[e] with dangers 
to this state or the people of this state presented by a disaster or emergency,” which the governor may 
implement through “executive orders, proclamations, and directives having the force and effect of law.” 
MCL 30.403(1)-(2). Similarly, the Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945 provides that, after 
declaring a state of emergency, “the governor may promulgate reasonable orders, rules, and regulations as 
he or she considers necessary to protect life and property or to bring the emergency situation within the 
affected area under control.” MCL 10.31(1). 

To respond effectively to the urgent and steep demands created by this pandemic, providers of health care, 
emergency medical services, law enforcement, and other essential services require child care services for 
their children, particularly when schools are closed. The general public needs expanded access to child care 
during this crisis as well. Meeting this critical need requires swiftly but safely expanding access to child care 
services. To that end, it is reasonable and necessary to provide temporary and limited relief from certain 
regulatory restrictions regarding child care services, and to facilitate the use of certain property for those 
services.  

Executive Order 2020-16 provided that expanded access. This order clarifies the scope of that expansion 
and extends its duration, as it remains reasonable and necessary to suppress the spread of COVID-19 and 
protect the public health and safety of this state and its residents. With this order, Executive Order 2020-16 
is rescinded.  

Acting under the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the following:  
1. Strict compliance with section 7a of the Child Care Organizations Act, 1973 PA 116, as amended, MCL 

722.117a, is suspended as follows:  
(a) A provisional license may be issued without submission to the Department of Licensing and Regulatory 

Affairs (“LARA”) of an acceptable plan to overcome the deficiency present in the child care organization 
within the time limitations of the provisional licensing period.   
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(b) A provisional license may be issued with an expiration date no earlier than one month after the date of 
issuance and no later than six months after the date of issuance, and may be renewed at the discretion of 
LARA until the end of the declared states of emergency and disaster.  

2. Strict compliance with subsection (2) of section 5m of the Child Care Organizations Act, 1973 PA 116, 
as amended, MCL 722.115m(2), is suspended, as follows:  

(a) An employer may establish and maintain a disaster relief child care center without a license from 
LARA.  

(b) A school district or a nonpublic school may establish and maintain a disaster relief child care center in 
a school building without a license from LARA.  

3. LARA must issue rules and/or orders governing disaster relief child care centers.  
(a) A disaster relief child care center must comply with the requirements imposed by any LARA rules and 

orders governing disaster relief child care centers.  
(b) Such rules and/or orders must, at a minimum, require that disaster relief child care centers follow the 

safe sleep guidelines, including appropriate sleeping equipment for children under 12 months of age; follow 
applicable guidelines for diapering, handwashing, and sanitizing; provide porta-cribs, cots, or mats for 
children older than twelve months to sleep or rest; and solicit information about, and communicate with 
parents and guardians regarding, a child’s medicine, allergies, including food allergies; and other special 
needs.  

4. Disaster relief child care centers may operate in any school facilities operated by a school district or 
nonpublic school that are closed and are approved for student use. Early childhood staff, student teachers, 
teachers, and individuals who provide before and after care may provide child care in these settings. The 
Michigan Department of Education (“MDE”) is authorized to credit the hours that student teachers work 
toward teacher preparation graduation requirements and MDE licensure requirements.  

5. Rule 400.8110(5) of the Michigan Administrative Code is suspended for disaster relief child care 
centers. Notice of any change in capacity and age groups must be provided to LARA.  

6. A disaster relief child care center operated by a school district in accordance with section 2(b) of this 
order, including its employees, is designated as a disaster relief force under subsection (f) of section 2 of the 
Emergency Management Act, 1976 PA 390, as amended (“EMA”), MCL 30.402(f), and is entitled to the 
immunities set forth in subsections (1) through (3) of section 11 of the EMA, MCL 30.411(1)-(3).  

7. Disaster relief child care centers operated by school districts constitute a pilot program under the Public 
Employment Relations Act, 1947 PA 336, MCL 423.201 et seq., and they have authority to charge for 
reasonable and customary services.  

8. School districts and nonpublic schools should first identify employees who voluntarily elect to become 
a disaster relief child care center participant before reassigning other employees to work in these centers, to 
the extent authorized under applicable contracts and laws. School districts and nonpublic schools may not 
require an employee to work in a disaster relief child care center if the employee: has a confirmed diagnosis 
of COVID-19; is displaying the symptoms of COVID-19; is 60 years or older; has an underlying condition 
that places the employee at an elevated risk of serious illness from COVID-19; or has been in contact with 
someone with a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 in the last 14 days.  

9. A disaster relief child care center must perform a health evaluation of all individuals who enter the 
center each time the individual seeks to enter the center, and must deny entry to those individuals who do 
not meet the evaluation criteria. The evaluation criteria must include: symptoms of a respiratory infection, 
such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath; and contact in the last 14 days with someone with a confirmed 
diagnosis of COVID-19.  

10. For purposes of this order:  
(a) “Disaster relief child care center” means a child center offering child care pursuant to this order. A 

disaster relief child care center must give priority for its services to the essential workforce, but may also 
provide child care services to the general public as space and governing rules and/or orders permit. 

(b) “Essential workforce” includes health care workers, home health workers, direct care workers, 
emergency medical service providers, first responders, law enforcement personnel, sanitation workers, child 
care workers (including any employees acting as child care workers in disaster relief child care centers), 
personnel providing correctional services, postal workers, public health employees, key government 
employees, court personnel, and others providing critical infrastructure to Michiganders, including any 
individuals performing (remotely or in person) critical infrastructure work, necessary government activities, 
or minimum basic operations under Executive Order 2020-42 or any order that may follow from it.  

(c) “Critical infrastructure” includes utilities, manufacturing, mass transit, and groceries or other essential 
supplies, goods, or equipment.  

(d) “Key government employees” includes child protective services workers, child welfare workers, foster 
care workers including those from contracted agencies, recipient rights workers, employees of the Executive 
Office of the governor, cabinet officers and their designees, Department of Health and Human Services field 
office staff, Unemployment Insurance Agency employees, and other employees identified by the Department 
of Technology, Management, and Budget.   
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11. Nothing in this order shall be construed to diminish or relax in any way the restrictions and requirements 
imposed by Executive Order 2020-42 or any order that may follow from it.  

12. This order is effective immediately and continues through May 13, 2020.  
13. Consistent with MCL 10.33 and MCL 30.405(3), a willful violation of this order is a misdemeanor.  
14. Executive Order 2020-16 is rescinded.  
Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Michigan.  

 
Date: April 15, 2020 
Time: 8:25 p.m. 
   Gretchen Whitmer 
 [SEAL] Governor 

 
   By the Governor: 
   Jocelyn Benson 
   Secretary of State 
The executive order was referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 

 
 

Pursuant to rule 3.104, the Senate proceeded to the order of 
Introduction and Referral of Bills 

 
 

Senator LaSata introduced 
Senate Bill No. 854, entitled 
A bill to amend 1939 PA 288, entitled “Probate code of 1939,” by amending sections 18 and 30 of 

chapter XIIA (MCL 712A.18 and 712A.30), section 18 of chapter XIIA as amended by 2019 PA 102 and 
section 30 of chapter XIIA as amended by 1996 PA 561, and by adding section 31a to chapter XIIA. 

The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Public 
Safety. 

 
 

Senators Daley, Lucido, McCann, MacGregor, VanderWall, Schmidt and Hollier introduced 
Senate Bill No. 855, entitled 
A bill to ensure access to quality complex rehabilitation technology in the Medicaid program for people 

with complex medical needs; and to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state departments. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Health Policy and 

Human Services. 
 
 

Senator Hollier introduced 
Senate Bill No. 856, entitled 
A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled “The revised school code,” by amending section 1311d (MCL 

380.1311d), as added by 1999 PA 23. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Education and Career 

Readiness. 
 
 

Senator Barrett introduced 
Senate Bill No. 857, entitled 
A bill to repeal 1945 PA 302, entitled “An act authorizing the governor to proclaim a state of emergency, 

and to prescribe the powers and duties of the governor with respect thereto; and to prescribe penalties,” 
(MCL 10.31 to 10.33). 

The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 
 
 

Senator Barrett introduced 
Senate Bill No. 858, entitled 
A bill to amend 1976 PA 390, entitled “Emergency management act,” by amending section 3 (MCL 

30.403), as amended by 2002 PA 132. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.  
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Senator Barrett introduced 
Senate Bill No. 859, entitled 
A bill to amend 1945 PA 302, entitled “An act authorizing the governor to proclaim a state of emergency, 

and to prescribe the powers and duties of the governor with respect thereto; and to prescribe penalties,” by 
amending section 1 (MCL 10.31), as amended by 2006 PA 546. 

The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 
 
 

Senator Barrett introduced 
Senate Bill No. 860, entitled 

A bill to amend 1976 PA 390, entitled “Emergency management act,” by amending section 5 (MCL 
30.405), as amended by 2006 PA 545. 

The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Government Operations. 
 
 

House Bill No. 4313, entitled 

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “Natural resources and environmental protection act,” (MCL 
324.101 to 324.90106) by adding section 43525c. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

 
 

House Bill No. 4686, entitled 
A bill to amend 1996 IL 1, entitled “Michigan Gaming Control and Revenue Act,” by amending section 25 

(MCL 432.225), as amended by 2019 PA 158. 
The House of Representatives has passed the bill by a 3/4 vote and ordered that it be given immediate 

effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Regulatory Reform. 

 
 

House Bill No. 4910, entitled 
A bill to regulate the certification of an individual’s need for an emotional support animal by health care 

providers and requests for reasonable accommodation for emotional support animals in housing; to provide 
for the powers and duties of certain state and local governmental officers and entities; and to prescribe 
penalties. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Regulatory Reform. 

 
 

House Bill No. 4911, entitled 

A bill to amend 1961 PA 236, entitled “Revised judicature act of 1961,” by amending sections 5714 and 
5775 (MCL 600.5714 and 600.5775), section 5714 as amended by 2014 PA 223 and section 5775 as added 
by 1988 PA 336. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Regulatory Reform. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5024, entitled 
A bill to amend 1846 RS 16, entitled “Of the powers and duties of townships, the election and duties of 

township officers, and the division of townships,” (MCL 41.1a to 41.110c) by adding section 4a. 
The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Local Government. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5025, entitled 
A bill to amend 1846 RS 16, entitled “Of the powers and duties of townships, the election and duties of 

township officers, and the division of townships,” by amending section 110c (MCL 41.110c), as amended 
by 2015 PA 248, and by adding section 3c. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Local Government.  
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House Bill No. 5397, entitled 

A bill to make, supplement, and adjust appropriations for various state departments and agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2020; and to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5426, entitled 

A bill to amend 2017 PA 132, entitled “Cyber civilian corps act,” by amending sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 
(MCL 18.222, 18.223, 18.224, 18.225, 18.226, and 18.227). 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Energy and Technology. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5427, entitled 

A bill to amend 2017 PA 132, entitled “Cyber civilian corps act,” by amending sections 9 and 10 (MCL 
18.229 and 18.230). 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Energy and Technology. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5437, entitled 

A bill to amend 1998 PA 58, entitled “Michigan liquor control code of 1998,” by amending section 517a 
(MCL 436.1517a), as amended by 2018 PA 472. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Regulatory Reform. 

 
 

House Bill No. 5496, entitled 

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “Natural resources and environmental protection act,” by amending 
sections 11503 and 11504 (MCL 324.11503 and 324.11504), as amended by 2018 PA 640. 

The House of Representatives has passed the bill and ordered that it be given immediate effect. 
The bill was read a first and second time by title and referred to the Committee on Environmental Quality. 

 
 

Announcements of Printing and Enrollment 

 

 
The Secretary announced that the following bills were printed and filed on Wednesday, March 25, and are 

available on the Michigan Legislature website: 
House Bill Nos. 5702 5703 

 
The Secretary announced that the following resolution was printed and filed on Tuesday, April 7, and is 

available on the Michigan Legislature website: 
Senate Concurrent Resolution No.  24 

 

 

In the absence of all Senators, pursuant to Joint Rule 15, the Secretary of the Senate adjourned the Senate, 
the time being 10:08 a.m. 
 

In pursuance of the order previously made, the Secretary of the Senate declared the Senate adjourned until 
Thursday, April 30, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

MARGARET O’BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 
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