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SUMMARY:

Senate Bill 288 would amend the Michigan Energy Assistance Act to repeal a section that now
provides that the act will no longer apply after September 30, 2023. (These sorts of provisions
are sometimes known as “sunset provisions” or simply “sunsets.”)

The Michigan Energy Assistance Act requires the Department of Health and Human Services
to establish and administer the Michigan Energy Assistance Program.' The program provides
assistance to eligible low-income households in meeting their home energy costs through
payment or partial payment of their bills for electricity, natural gas, propane, heating oil, or
other heating fuels. The assistance also includes services that will enable participants to become
more self-sufficient in minimizing, budgeting, and paying their energy costs. The department,
in consultation, with the Michigan Public Service Commission, can contract with public or
private entities, including local units of government, to provide energy assistance.

The Michigan Energy Assistance Act was enacted in 2012 and went into effect March 28,
2013. The act originally included a section providing that the act would no longer apply after
September 30, 2016. This expiration date has been extended twice—to September 30, 2019,
and to September 30, 2023. The bill would repeal this section, eliminating the act’s sunset
entirely.

MCL 400.1236 (repealed)

FISCAL IMPACT:

Eliminating the sunset provision for the Michigan Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) would
have no fiscal impact on the state or on local units of government.

Legislative Analyst: Rick Yuille
Fiscal Analysts: Kent Dell

m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House Fiscal Agency staff for use by House members in their
deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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