
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

***** 324.30312 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 98 OF 2013 EFFECTIVE 160 DAYS AFTER THE
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, OF AN ORDER BY THE
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY UNDER 40
CFR 233.53(c)(8)(vi) WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE STATE PROGRAM UNDER 33 USC 1344(g)
AND (h). (See enacting section 2 of Act 98 of 2013.) *****

324.30312 Minor project categories of activities; general permit for category of activities; notice and public
hearing; determinations; requirements and standards; duration of general permit; determination of more
than minimal adverse effects; coordination of general permit and minor project categories; conversion to
blueberry farming or certain other agriculture.

Sec. 30312.

    (1) After providing notice and an opportunity for a public hearing, the department shall establish minor project
categories of activities that are similar in nature, have minimal adverse environmental effects when performed
separately, and will have only minimal cumulative adverse effects on the environment. The department may act
upon an application received pursuant to section 30306 for an activity within a minor project category without
holding a public hearing or providing notice pursuant to section 30307(1) or (3). A minor project category shall not
be valid for more than 5 years, but may be reestablished. All other provisions of this part, except provisions
applicable only to general permits, are applicable to a minor project.
    (2) The department, after notice and opportunity for a public hearing, shall issue general permits on a statewide
basis or within a local unit of government for a category of activities if the department determines that the activities
are similar in nature, will cause only minimal adverse environmental effects when performed separately, and will
have only minimal cumulative adverse effects on the environment. A general permit shall be based on the
requirements of this part and the rules promulgated under this part, and shall set forth the requirements and
standards that shall apply to an activity authorized by the general permit. A general permit shall not be valid for
more than 5 years, but may be reissued.
    (3) Before authorizing a specific project to proceed under a general permit, the department may provide notice
pursuant to section 30307(3) but shall not hold a public hearing and shall not typically require a site inspection. The
department shall issue an authorization under a general permit if the conditions of the general permit and the
requirements of section 30311 are met. However, in determining whether to issue an authorization under a general
permit, the department shall not consider off-site alternatives to be feasible and prudent alternatives.
    (4) If the department determines that activity in a proposed project, although within a minor project category or
a general permit, is likely to cause more than minimal adverse effects on aquatic resources, including high-value
aquatic habitats, the department may require that the application be processed under section 30307.
    (5) The department shall coordinate general permit and minor project categories under this part and parts 301
and 325 and may develop and maintain new general permit and minor project categories consistent with nationwide
permits, as appropriate. The department may alter the scope of the activities covered under general permit and
minor project categories corresponding to nationwide permits if any adverse environmental effects will be minimal.
    (6) The department shall develop by October 1, 2013 and maintain a general permit for alteration of wetland for
blueberry farming that includes minimal drainage and earth moving if all of the following requirements are met:
    (a) The wetland will be restored when farming activities in the wetland cease.
    (b) The farmed wetland is placed under conservation easement protection until the wetland is restored when
farming activities cease.
    (c) Activities that convert the wetland to a nonwetland are prohibited.
    (d) Roads, ditches, reservoirs, pump houses, and secondary support facilities for shipping, storage, packaging,
parking, and similar purposes are prohibited unless authorized under section 30305.
    (7) By December 31, 2013, the department shall propose new general permits or minor project categories for
conversion of wetland to blueberry farming or other agriculture that includes more than minimal drainage or earth
moving.

History: Add. 1995, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 14, Imd. Eff. June 5, 2003 ;-- Am. 2009, Act 120, Eff. Nov. 6, 2009
;-- Am. 2012, Act 247, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2012 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 98, Imd. Eff. July 2, 2013 
Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 1 of Act 120 of 2009 provides:"Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless both
of the following requirements are met:"(a) $4,000,000.00 from the cleanup and redevelopment trust fund created in section 3e of 1976 IL 1,
MCL 445.573e, and $4,000,000.00 from the community pollution prevention fund created in section 3f of 1976 IL 1, MCL 445.573f, is
appropriated by the legislature to the environmental protection fund created in section 503a of the natural resources and environmental
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protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.503a."(b) $2,000,000.00 is appropriated by the legislature from the environmental protection fund to
support the program under part 303 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.30301 to 324.30329."
Popular Name: Act 451
Popular Name: NREPA
Popular Name: Wetland Protection Act
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