
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.31506 Jurisdiction of dams and impoundments; exemptions.

Sec. 31506.

    (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (2) and (3), dams and impoundments in the state are under the
jurisdiction of the department.
    (2) The following are exempt from this part:
    (a) Projects licensed, projects that have preliminary permits, or projects for which an application for licensure has
been filed under the federal power act, chapter 285, 41 Stat. 1063, 16 U.S.C. 791a to 793, 796 to 797, 798 to 818,
820 to 824a, and 824b to 825r, if federal dam safety inspection provisions apply during the license period and the
inspection reports are provided to the department.
    (b) Projects located on boundary waters under the jurisdiction and supervision of the United States army corps
of engineers.
    (c) Impoundments licensed pursuant to part 115 that contain or are designed to contain type III wastes as
defined in rules promulgated under that part.
    (3) Until January 1, 1998, a permit shall not be required under this part for the repair, reconstruction, or
improvement of a dam, a portion of which is at least 75 years old, was damaged or destroyed by an act of God and
is located in a county that has a per capita income of less than $8,500.00. However, a person who is performing a
project for the repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a dam that is exempt from obtaining a permit under this
subsection shall submit to the department and the joint capital outlay committee plans and specifications for the
project. These plans and specifications shall be prepared by a licensed professional engineer and shall meet
acceptable standards in the industry in order for a dam to be repaired, reconstructed, or improved. In reviewing
plans and specifications for the project, the joint capital outlay committee may recommend environmental
considerations to protect water quality such as underspill devices, minimum flow releases and removal of
contaminated sediments that may be resuspended in the water column upon impoundment. Such contaminated
sediments shall be disposed of in accordance with state law.
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