Chapter 600
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961
Act 236 of 1961

AN ACT to revise and consolidate the statutes relating to the organization and jurisdiction of the courts of this
state; the powers and duties of the courts, and of the judges and other officers of the courts; the forms and
attributes of civil claims and actions; the time within which civil actions and proceedings may be brought in the
courts; pleading, evidence, practice, and procedure in civil and criminal actions and proceedings in the courts; to
provide for the powers and duties of certain state governmental officers and entities; to provide remedies and
penalties for the violation of certain provisions of this act; to repeal all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with or
contravening any of the provisions of this act; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 52, Imd. Eff. Mar. 26, 1974 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 239, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1999 ;--
Am. 2009, Act 29, Eff. July 5, 2009

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
Chapter 1
SHORT TITLE AND CONSTRUCTION

600.101 Revised judicature act of 1961; short title.
Sec. 101.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "revised judicature act of 1961." RJA may be used as an
abbreviation for the revised judicature act.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1 to 681.3, deriving from Act 314 of 1915 and entitled “The Judicature Act of 1915,” were repealed by
Act 236 of 1961.

600.102 Construction of act.
Sec. 102.

This act is remedial in character, and shall be liberally construed to effectuate the intents and purposes thereof.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.103 Repealed. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to inapplicability of act to common pleas court.See Compiler's note to MCL 600.224.
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600.111 Counter claim; definition.
Sec. 111.

The term "counterclaim,”" as used in this act, includes setoff and recoupment.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1. 1963

600.112 Judgment; definition.
Sec. 112.

The term "judgment," as used in this act, includes decree.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1. 1963

600.113 Definitions; provisions governing traffic or parking violation or municipal civil infraction action;
determination by preponderance of evidence.

Sec. 113.

(1) As used in this act:

(a) "Civil infraction" means an act or omission that is prohibited by a law and is not a crime under that law or
that is prohibited by an ordinance, as defined in section 8701, and is not a crime under that ordinance, and for
which civil sanctions may be ordered. Civil infraction includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(i) A violation of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, designated as a civil
infraction.

(i) A violation of a city, township, or village ordinance substantially corresponding to a provision of the
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, if the ordinance designates the violation as a civil
infraction.

(iii) A violation of an ordinance adopted under 1969 PA 235, MCL 257.941 to 257.943.

(iv) A violation of a city, township, or village ordinance adopting the uniform traffic code promulgated under
1956 PA 62, MCL 257.951 to 257.955, if the uniform traffic code designates the violation as a civil infraction.

(v) A violation of an ordinance adopted by the governing board of a state university or college under 1967 PA
291, MCL 390.891 to 390.893, if the ordinance designates the violation as a civil infraction.

(vi) A violation of regulations adopted by a county board of commissioners under 1945 PA 58, MCL 46.201.

(vii) A municipal civil infraction.

(viii) A state civil infraction.

(ix) A violation of the pupil transportation act, 1990 PA 187, MCL 257.1801 to 257.1877, designated as a civil
infraction.

(b) "Civil infraction action" means a civil action in which the defendant is alleged to be responsible for a civil
infraction.

(c) "Municipal civil infraction" means a civil infraction involving a violation of an ordinance, as defined in section
8701. Municipal civil infraction includes, but is not limited to, a trailway municipal civil infraction. Municipal civil
infraction does not include a violation described in subdivision (a)(i) to (vi) or (ix) or any act or omission that
constitutes a crime under any of the following:

(1) Article 7 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7101 to 333.7545.

(ii) The Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.1 to 750.568.

(iii) The Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923.

(iv) The Michigan liquor control code of 1998, 1998 PA 58, MCL 436.1101 to 436.2303.

(v) Part 801 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.80101 to
324.80199.

(vi) The aeronautics code of the state of Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 259.1 to 259.208.

(vii) Part 821 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.82101 to
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324.82161.

(viii) Part 811 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81101 to
324.81151.

(ix) The railroad code of 1993, 1993 PA 354, MCL 462.101 to 462.451.

(x) Any law of this state under which the act or omission is punishable by imprisonment for more than 90 days.

(d) "Municipal civil infraction action" means a civil action in which the defendant is alleged to be responsible for
a municipal civil infraction. Municipal civil infraction action includes, but is not limited to, a trailway municipal civil
infraction action.

(e) "State civil infraction" means a civil infraction involving either of the following:

(1) A violation of state law that is designated by statute as a state civil infraction.

(ii) A violation of a city, township, village, or county ordinance that is designated by statute as a state civil
infraction.

(f) "State civil infraction action" means a civil action in which the defendant is alleged to be responsible for a
state civil infraction.

(g) "Trailway municipal civil infraction" means a municipal civil infraction involving the operation of a vehicle on
a recreational trailway at a time, in a place, or in a manner prohibited by ordinance.

(h) "Trailway municipal civil infraction action" means a civil infraction action in which the defendant is alleged to
be responsible for a trailway municipal civil infraction.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this act:

(a) A civil infraction action involving a traffic or parking violation is governed by the Michigan vehicle code,
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923.

(b) A municipal civil infraction action is governed by chapter 87.

(c) A state civil infraction action is governed by chapter 88.

(3) A determination that a defendant is responsible for a civil infraction and thus subject to civil sanctions shall be
by a preponderance of the evidence.

History: Add. 1978, Act 511, Eff. Aug. 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 12, Eff. May 1, 1994 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 54, Eff. Jan. 1, 1996 ;-- Am.
1996, Act 79, Imd. Eff. Feb. 27, 1996 ;-- Am. 2020, Act 71, Imd. Eff. Apr. 2, 2020

JUDICIAL SYSTEM

600.151 Judicial power of state; vesting in courts.
Sec. 151.

The judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in 1 court of justice which shall be divided into 1 supreme
court, 1 court of appeals, 1 trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court, 1 probate court, and courts
of limited jurisdiction created by the legislature.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 18, Eff. Mar. 24, 1964

600.151a State court fund; creation; use; crediting deposits and income from investments; unencumbered
balance remaining in fund; distribution of proceeds.

Sec. 151a.

(1) The state court fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund shall be used as provided in this
section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the state court fund deposits of proceeds from the collection of revenue
from court fees as provided in this act, and shall credit all income from investment credited to the fund by the state
treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner authorized by law for the investment of
state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment of money
as required by this section. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund all income earned as a result of an investment
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of money in the fund. The unencumbered balance remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the
fund and shall not revert to the general fund.

(3) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1993, the state treasurer shall distribute proceeds of the fund as
follows:

(a) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (¢), $1,600,000.00, with the balance of the fund being
distributed according to subdivisions (b) to (e).

(b) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (c), 44% of the balance of the fund.

(c) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts that receive appropriations to
implement sections 563, 564, 592, 593, 594, 595, 8272, 8273, 8275, 9104, and 9943, 28% of the balance of the
fund.

(d) For indigent civil legal assistance to be distributed under section 1485, and to the state court administrator
for the operation of the court of appeals to alleviate the backlog in that court's caseload, 23% of the balance of the
fund. Of the amount allocated under this subdivision, $2,000,000.00 shall be allocated for the court of appeals and
the remainder of the amount shall be allocated for indigent civil legal assistance.

(e) To the state court administrator for oversight, data collection, and court management assistance by the state
court administrative office, 5% of the balance of the fund.

(4) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1994, the state treasurer shall distribute proceeds of the fund as
follows:

(a) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (¢), $1,600,000.00, with the balance of the fund being
distributed according to subdivisions (b) to (e).

(b) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (c), 46% of the balance of the fund.

(c) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts that receive appropriations to
implement sections 563, 564, 592, 593, 594, 595, 8272, 8273, 8275, 9104, and 9943, 26% of the balance of the
fund.

(d) For indigent civil legal assistance to be distributed under section 1485, and to the state court administrator
for the operation of the court of appeals to alleviate the backlog in that court's caseload, 23% of the balance of the
fund. Of the amount allocated under this subdivision, $2,000,000.00 shall be allocated for the court of appeals and
the remainder of the amount shall be allocated for indigent civil legal assistance.

(e) To the state court administrator for oversight, data collection, and court management assistance by the state
court administrative office, 5% of the balance of the fund.

(5) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995, the state treasurer shall distribute proceeds of the fund as
follows:

(a) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (c), $1,600,000.00, with the balance of the fund being
distributed according to subdivisions (b) to (e).

(b) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts in counties other than the
counties of the trial courts described in subdivision (c), 47% of the balance of the fund.

(c) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts that receive appropriations to
implement sections 563, 564, 592, 593, 594, 595, 8272, 8273, 8275, 9104, and 9943, 25% of the balance of the
fund.

(d) For indigent civil legal assistance to be distributed under section 1485, and to the state court administrator
for the operation of the court of appeals to alleviate the backlog in that court's caseload, 23% of the balance of the
fund. Of the amount allocated under this subdivision, $2,000,000.00 shall be allocated for the court of appeals and
the remainder of the amount shall be allocated for indigent civil legal assistance.

(e) To the state court administrator for oversight, data collection, and court management assistance by the state
court administrative office, 5% of the balance of the fund.

(6) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1996, the state treasurer shall distribute proceeds of the fund as
follows:

(a) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts as provided in section 151b,
$1,600,000.00 with the balance of the fund being distributed according to subdivisions (b) to (d).

(b) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts as provided in section 151b, 76%
of the balance of the fund.

(c) For indigent civil legal assistance to be distributed under section 1485, and to the state court administrator for
the operation of the court of appeals to alleviate the backlog in that court's caseload, 23% of the balance of the
fund. Of the amount allocated under this subdivision, $2,000,000.00 shall be allocated for the court of appeals and
the remainder of the amount shall be allocated for indigent civil legal assistance.

(d) To the state court administrator for oversight, data collection, and court management assistance by the state
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court administrative office, 1% of the balance of the fund.

(7) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1997, and for each subsequent state fiscal year, the state
treasurer shall distribute proceeds of the fund as follows:

(a) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts as provided in section 151b,
$1,600,000.00 with the balance of the fund being distributed according to subdivisions (b) to (d).

(b) To the state court administrator for the operational expenses of trial courts as provided in section 151b, 76%
of the balance of the fund.

(c) For indigent civil legal assistance to be distributed under section 1485, 23% of the balance of the fund.

(d) To the state court administrator for oversight, data collection, and court management assistance by the state
court administrative office, 1% of the balance of the fund.

(8) Distributions of funds under this section shall be made every 3 months.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Constitutionality: The Supreme Court in Judicial Attorneys Association v State of Michigan, 460 Mich 590; 597 NW2d 113 (1999), ruled
that 1996 PA 374 did not violate Const 1963, art 9 § 29 (Headlee amendment) because Act 374 of 1996 neither imposed new activities nor
increased the level of activities on local units.1996 PA 374 merged the Recorder's Court into the Third Circuit Court. In adopting a narrow
interpretation of Const 1963, art 9, § 29, the Court held that the second sentence of § 29 is only triggered by a mandate that requires local
units to perform an activity that the state previously did not require local units to perform or at an increased level from that previously required
of local units and that the act did not trigger § 29 and did not violate the Headlee amendment.

600.151b Court equity fund; creation; duties of state court administrative office; hold harmless fund;
payments; reduced shares; retention of balance in work project account; formula; distributions; definitions.

Sec. 151b.

(1) The court equity fund is created in the state treasury. For each state fiscal year beginning on or after October
1, 1996, each county shall receive funds pursuant to this section from the court equity fund, which consists of the
following:

(a) The portion of the state court fund set aside for the operational expenses of trial courts under section 151a(6)
(a) and (b) and (7)(a) and (b).

(b) The proceeds of the $4.25 portion of costs assessed by the district court as provided in section 8381.

(c) Excess court fees transmitted by the state treasurer pursuant to section 217 of the judges retirement act of
1992, Act No. 234 of the Public Acts of 1992, being section 38.2217 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(d) State general funds in an amount as follows:

(1) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1996, $18,436,700.00.

(ii) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1997, $25,796,400.00.

(iii) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1998, $29,796,400.00.

(iv) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1999, $33,796,400.00.

(v) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 2000, $37,796,400.00.

(vi) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 2001 and each subsequent state fiscal year, $41,796,400.00.

(2) For each state fiscal year, the state court administrative office shall do all of the following:

(a) Determine the relative caseload of each county and multiply that percentage by the total amount available for
distribution from the court equity fund described in subsection (1) for that fiscal year.

(b) Determine the number of circuit, recorder's court, probate, and district judges for each county and the ratio
of that sum to the total number of the circuit, recorder's court, probate, and district court judges statewide. If a
judge serves more than 1 county, the county shall be credited for that judge only for the fraction of the judicial
salary standardization payment the state reimburses that county.

(c) Multiply the amount determined under subdivision (a) for each county by the sum of 1 and the ratio of judges
for that county determined under subdivision (b).

(d) Total the results for all counties determined under subdivision (c).

(e) Divide the amount determined under subdivision (c) for each county by the total determined under
subdivision (d) and multiply the amount by the total amount available for distribution for the court equity fund
described in subsection (1) for that fiscal year. This represents the funds a county shall receive from the court equity
fund.

(3) A hold harmless fund is created in the state treasury through September 30, 2001 and shall consist of state
general funds as follows:

(a) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1996, $20,000,000.00.

(b) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1997, $16,000,000.00.
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(c) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1998, $12,000,000.00.

(d) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1999, $8,000,000.00.

(e) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 2000, $4,000,000.00.

(4) The following shall receive funds from the hold harmless fund in a state fiscal year beginning on or after
October 1, 1996 as provided in this subsection and subsection (5):

(a) If a county receives a smaller amount under the formula in subsection (2) in a fiscal year than the amount that
it received from the state court fund for the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995 plus the amount it received
for reimbursement of compensation paid to jurors under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1995, the county shall
receive the difference.

(b) If a city received an amount from the state court fund under section 9947 for the state fiscal year beginning
October 1, 1995, the city shall receive that amount.

(c) The county of Wayne shall receive the difference of the amount determined under subparagraph (i) minus the
amount determined under subparagraph (ii):

(1) The total of the following:

(A) The amount of general fund/general purpose funds paid for the third judicial circuit, recorder's court, and
Wayne county clerk services by the supreme court under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1995 for the state fiscal
year beginning October 1, 1995.

(B) The amount of the state court fund paid for the third judicial circuit, recorder's court, and Wayne county
clerk services by the supreme court under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1995 for the state fiscal year beginning
October 1, 1995.

(C) The amount distributed under sections 217 and 304 of the judges retirement act of 1992, Act No. 234 of the
Public Acts of 1992, being sections 38.2217 and 38.2304 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for the third judicial
circuit for the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995.

(D) $1,438,900.00 received by the county of Wayne for reimbursement of compensation paid to jurors under Act
No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1995.

(E) Two percent of the expenditures for salaries, wages, and social security and medicare taxes for employees of
the state judicial council assigned to serve in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of
the city of Detroit for the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995.

(ii) The sum of the amount the county of Wayne receives under the formula in subsection (2) in that state fiscal
year and the amount the county of Wayne receives under section 18a of the social welfare act, Act No. 280 of the
Public Acts of 1939, being section 400.18a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, in that state fiscal year.

(d) The city of Detroit shall receive the difference of the amount determined under subparagraph (i) minus the
amount determined under subparagraph (ii):

(1) The total of the following:

(A) The expenses for the district court in the thirty-sixth district for which the state was responsible and that the
state paid out of appropriations under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1995 for the state fiscal year beginning
October 1, 1995.

(B) $387,000.00 for full-year funding for 12 promotions and 8 new hires after August 1, 1996.

(C) Two percent of the expenditures for salaries, wages, and social security and medicare taxes for employees of
the state judicial council assigned to serve in the district court in the thirty-sixth district for the state fiscal year
beginning October 1, 1995 and 2% of the amount described in sub-subparagraph (B).

(ii) The total of the following:

(A) Federal drug funds allocated by the supreme court for the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995 to
offset operational expenses of the district court in the thirty-sixth district.

(B) $7,150,000.00 payable by the city of Detroit to the state under section 9945.

(C) The revenue due to the state from the Detroit parking violation bureau under section 9945(8) for the state
fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995, as determined by the audit of the auditor general.

(D) All court revenues received by the district court in the thirty-sixth district for the state fiscal year beginning
October 1, 1995 and payable to the state under section 9945.

(E) Any funds from private sources.

(5) If the total amount payable under subsection (4) for a state fiscal year exceeds the amount available in the
hold harmless fund, the amount paid to each recipient shall be reduced to a pro rata share of the funds available.

(6) If the total amount available in the hold harmless fund exceeds the amount payable under subsection (4) for a
state fiscal year, the balance shall be retained in a work project account at the end of the state fiscal year to be
added to the amount otherwise available in the hold harmless fund in the next state fiscal year.

(7) The formula in subsection (2) does not include, for purposes of applying the formula, the caseload of the
district court in any district or any municipal court.

(8) Distributions of funds under this section from the court equity fund and the hold harmless fund shall be made
every 3 months.

(9) As used in this section:

(a) "Qualifying period" means the following:
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(1) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1996, calendar year 1995.

(ii) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1997, the last 2 calendar years for which reasonably complete
trial court caseload statistics are available.

(iii) For the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1998 and each subsequent state fiscal year, the last 3 calendar
years for which reasonably complete trial court caseload statistics are available.

(b) "Relative caseload" means, for each county, the percentage derived by dividing the sum of the amounts
determined under the following subparagraphs (i) and (ii) by the sum of the caseloads of all judicial circuits
statewide, the caseload of the recorder's court of the city of Detroit, and the caseloads of the probate court
statewide for the qualifying period:

(1) The portion of the caseload of a judicial circuit attributable to that county for the qualifying period. For the
county of Wayne, that portion shall also include the caseload of the recorder's court of the city of Detroit for the
qualifying period.

(ii) One of the following:

(A) The caseload of the probate court in that county for the qualifying period if only that county funds the
probate court.

(B) The portion of the caseload of the probate district attributable to that county for the qualifying period if the
county is in a probate district.

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 524, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1997

600.151c Local court management council; creation; resolution; delivery of court services.
Sec. 151c.

A county or a group of counties may by resolution create a local court management council pursuant to Act No.
8 of the Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1967, being sections 124.531 to 124.536 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws. A council created under this section may be given the responsibility for coordinating the delivery of court
services within that county or those counties.

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

600.151d Juror compensation reimbursement fund; creation; use; deposits; investments; disposition of
unencumbered balance; transfer to general fund; transfer to court equity fund.

Sec. 151d.

(1) The juror compensation reimbursement fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund must be
used as provided in section 151e.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the juror compensation reimbursement fund deposits of proceeds from the
collection of driver license clearance fees as provided in section 321a(5) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.321a, and deposits of proceeds from the collection of jury demand fees as provided in sections
2529(1)(c) and 8371(9), and shall credit all income from investment credited to the fund by the state treasurer. The
state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner authorized by law for the investment of state money.
However, an investment must not interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or payment of money as required by
section 151e. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund all income earned as a result of an investment of money in
the fund. Except as provided in subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), and (7), the unencumbered balance remaining in the
fund at the end of a fiscal year must remain in the fund and must not revert to the general fund.

(3) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2005 only, $4,000,000.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year must be transferred by the state treasurer to the general fund.

(4) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2008 only, $2,250,000.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year must be transferred by the state treasurer to the general fund.

(5) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2010 only, $1,352,100.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year must be transferred by the state treasurer to the court equity fund
created in section 151b.
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(6) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2011 only, $2,607,500.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year must be transferred by the state treasurer to the court equity fund
created in section 151b.

(7) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2020 only, $2,500,000.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year must be transferred by the state treasurer to the general fund.

History: Add. 2002, Act 740, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 465, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2004 ;-- Am. 2008, Act 197, Imd. Eff. July 11,
2008 ;-- Am. 2009, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Nov. 19, 2009 ;-- Am. 2011, Act 234, Imd. Eff. Nov. 30, 2011 ;-- Am. 2020, Act 172, Imd. Eff. Oct.
1, 2020 ;-- Am. 2020, Act 378, Eff. Oct. 1, 2021

600.151e Juror compensation reimbursement fund; distribution; allocation of funds for contract with
software vendor and position within state court administrator office that provides technical support;
report; conditions for reimbursement; payments; definitions.

Sec. 151e.

(1) The money in the juror compensation reimbursement fund must be distributed as provided in this section.

(2) The state court administrator is authorized to allocate funds from the juror compensation reimbursement fund
to enter into a contract with a jury management software vendor to provide software and ongoing support and
maintenance to all state trial courts.

(3) The state court administrator is authorized to provide funding from the juror compensation reimbursement
fund for a position within the state court administrative office that provides technical assistance to all state trial
courts on jury management in order to improve efficiency, reduce the number of citizens summoned unnecessarily
for jury service, and reduce costs to state taxpayers for juror pay, mileage, and meals.

(4) The sum of money spent in subsections (2) and (3) must not diminish the amount reimbursed to court funding
units as prescribed in subsection (7).

(5) Each court funding unit shall submit a report semiannually to the state court administrator for each court for
which it is a funding unit providing the total amount of the expense incurred during the period for juror
compensation.

(6) Each year, the state court administrator, at the direction of the supreme court and upon confirmation by the
state treasurer of the total amount available in the fund, shall distribute from the fund the amount prescribed in
subsection (7). However, reimbursements under this subsection are subject to both of the following:

(a) The state court administrator must be reimbursed semiannually from the fund for reasonable costs associated
with the administration of this section, including expenditures under subsections (2), (3), and (4).

(b) If the amount available in the fund in any fiscal year is more than the amount needed to pay the entire
reimbursement required under subsections (2), (3), and (7), the unencumbered balance must be carried forward to
the next fiscal year and must not revert to the general fund.

(7) Each court funding unit is entitled to receive reimbursement from the fund for the juror compensation
expense amount reported under subsection (5) for the preceding 6 months, excluding any juror compensation in
excess of the statutory minimum under section 1344 and excluding the first $7.50 for half-day juror attendance
rates, the first $15.00 for full-day juror attendance rates, and the first 10 cents per mile reimbursement.

(8) Payments from the fund must be made every 6 months. Reimbursement for each 6-month period must be
made from the fund not later than 2 months after the end of the 6-month period.

(9) As used in this section:

(a) "Court funding unit" means 1 of the following, as applicable:

(1) For circuit or probate court, the county.

(ii) For district court, the district funding unit as that term is defined in section §104.

(iii) For a municipal court, the city in which the municipal court is located.

(b) "Juror compensation" means mileage reimbursement and attendance rates paid to jurors.

History: Add. 2002, Act 742, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 465, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2004 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 52, Eff. Sept. 13,2017
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600.152 Chief justice; head of judicial system.
Sec. 152.

The chief justice of the supreme court is the head of the judicial system.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.171 Civil filing fee fund; creation; use; deposits; investment; distribution of proceeds.
Sec. 171.

(1) The civil filing fee fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund shall be used as provided in
this section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the civil filing fee fund deposits of proceeds from the collection of revenue
from court filing fees designated by law for deposit in the fund and shall credit all income from investment credited
to the fund by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner authorized by law
for the investment of state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation,
or payment of money as required by this section. The unencumbered balance remaining in the fund at the end of a
fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the general fund.

(3) In the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 2003 and in subsequent state fiscal years, the state treasurer shall
distribute the proceeds of the fund monthly as follows:

(a) To the state court fund created in section 151a, 48.5% of the fund balance.

(b) To the court equity fund created in section 151b, 8.2% of the fund balance.

(c) To the judicial technology improvement fund created in section 175, 11.1% of the fund balance.

(d) To the community dispute resolution fund created by the community dispute resolution act, 1988 PA 260,
MCL 691.1551 to 691.1564, 5.2% of the fund balance.

(e) To the executive secretary of the Michigan judges retirement system created by the judges retirement act of
1992, 1992 PA 234, MCL 38.2101 to 38.2670, 24% of the fund balance.

(f) To the secretary of the legislative retirement system for deposit with the state treasurer in the retirement fund
created by the Michigan legislative retirement system act, 1957 PA 261, MCL 38.1001 to 38.1080, 1.5% of the
fund balance.

(g) To the state general fund, 1.5% of the fund balance.

History: Add. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

600.175 Judicial technology improvement fund; creation; use; disposition; investment; transfer of balance
to general fund; administration; expenditure; reimbursement to state court administrative office.

Sec. 175.

(1) The judicial technology improvement fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund shall be
used as provided in this section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the judicial technology improvement fund deposits of proceeds from the
collection of revenue from court fees as provided in this act and shall credit all income from investment credited to
the fund by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner authorized by law
for the investment of state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation,
or payment of money as required by this section. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund all income earned as a
result of an investment of money in the fund. Except as provided in subsection (3), the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the general fund.

(3) For the state fiscal year ending September 30, 2005 only, $1,500,000.00 of the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of that fiscal year shall be transferred by the state treasurer to the general fund.

(4) The state court administrative office shall administer the judicial technology improvement fund. Money from
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the fund shall be expended for the development and ongoing support of a statewide judicial information system.
The supreme court and the state court administrative office, working with the departments of state police,
corrections, information technology, and secretary of state and with the prosecuting attorneys association of
Michigan, will develop a statewide telecommunications infrastructure to integrate criminal justice information
systems. The judicial technology improvement fund shall also be used to pursue technology innovations that will
result in enhanced public service and access to local trial courts. These innovations will include, but not be limited
to, electronic filing, on-line payments of fines and fees, data warehousing, and web-based instructions for
completion of court documents.

(5) The state court administrative office shall be reimbursed annually from the judicial technology improvement
fund for all reasonable costs associated with the administration of this section, including judicial and staff training,
on-site management assistance, and software development and conversion.

History: Add. 2003, Act 78, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 466, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 2004

600.176 Judicial electronic filing fund; creation; use; credit; unencumbered balance remaining in fund;
administration; expenditure; development of statewide electronic filing system; reimbursement to state
court administrative office for costs.

Sec. 176.

(1) The judicial electronic filing fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund shall be used as
provided in this section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the judicial electronic filing fund deposits of proceeds from the collection of
revenue from court fees as provided in this act and shall credit all income from investment credited to the fund by
the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner authorized by law for the
investment of state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any apportionment, allocation, or
payment of money as required by this section. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund all income earned as a
result of an investment of money in the fund. Except as provided in subsection (3), the unencumbered balance
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the general fund.

(3) The state court administrative office shall administer the judicial electronic filing fund created under
subsection (1). Money from the fund shall be expended to support the implementation, operation, and maintenance
of a statewide electronic filing system and supporting technology as provided in this section and chapter 19A.
Using a competitive bidding process, the supreme court and the state court administrative office may develop a
statewide electronic filing system to facilitate statewide electronic filing of court documents.

(4) The state court administrative office shall be reimbursed annually from the judicial electronic filing fund for
all reasonable costs associated with the administration of this section, including judicial and staff training, on-site
management assistance, and software development and conversion.

History: Add. 2015, Act 234, Eff. Jan. 1, 2016

600.181 Justice system fund; creation; use; disposition; investment; distributions.
Sec. 181.

(1) The justice system fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund must be used as provided in
this section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the justice system fund deposits of proceeds from the collection of revenue
from court assessments and costs designated by law for deposit in the fund and shall credit all income from
investment credited to the fund by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any
manner authorized by law for the investment of state money. However, an investment must not interfere with any
apportionment, allocation, or payment of money as required by this section. The unencumbered balance remaining
in the fund at the end of a fiscal year must remain in the fund and must not revert to the general fund.

(3) Each fiscal year, the state treasurer shall distribute the proceeds of the fund monthly as follows:

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 10 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



(a) To the Michigan justice training fund created in 1982 PA 302, MCL 18.421 to 18.430, an amount equal to
$10.00 multiplied by the number of civil infraction actions on which assessments are collected each month under
section 629¢ or 907 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.629¢ and 257.907.

(b) The balance of the fund remaining after the allocation in subdivision (a) shall be distributed as follows:

(i) To the highway safety fund created in section 629¢ of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.629¢, 23.66% of the fund balance.

(ii) To the jail reimbursement program fund created in section 629¢ of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300,
MCL 257.629¢, 11.84% of the fund balance.

(iii) To the Michigan justice training fund created in 1982 PA 302, MCL 18.421 to 18.430, 11.84% of the fund
balance.

(iv) To the secretary of the legislative retirement system for deposit with the state treasurer in the retirement fund
created in the Michigan legislative retirement system act, 1957 PA 261, MCL 38.1001 to 38.1080, 1.10% of the
fund balance.

(v) To the drug treatment court fund created in section 185, 2.73% of the fund balance.

(vi) To the state forensic laboratory fund created in section 3 of the forensic laboratory funding act, 1994 PA 35,
MCL 12.203, 5.35% of the fund balance.

(vii) To the state court fund created in section 151a, 12.69% of the fund balance.

(viii) To the court equity fund created in section 151b, 24.33% of the fund balance.

(ix) To the state treasurer for monitoring of collection and distribution of fund receipts, 0.98% of the fund
balance.

(x) To the state court administrative office for management assistance and audit of trial court collections, 0.98%
of the fund balance.

(xi) To the sexual assault victims' medical forensic intervention and treatment fund created in section 3 of the
sexual assault victims' medical forensic intervention and treatment act, 2008 PA 546, MCL 400.1533, 2.65% of the
fund balance.

(xii) To the children's advocacy center fund created in section 3 of the children's advocacy center act, 2008 PA
544, MCL 722.1043, 1.85% of the fund balance.

History: Add. 2003, Act 97, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2008, Act 545, Eff. Apr. 1, 2009 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 292, Eff. Jan. 2, 2017 ;-- Am.
2022, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 2022

600.185 Drug treatment court fund; creation; use; disposition; investment; administration; eligibility
conditions; reimbursement to state court administrative office.

Sec. 185.

(1) The drug treatment court fund is created in the state treasury. The money in the fund shall be used as
provided in this section.

(2) The state treasurer shall credit to the drug treatment court fund deposits of proceeds from the collection of
revenue from court assessments and costs directed to the fund by law and shall credit all income from investment
credited to the fund by the state treasurer. The state treasurer may invest money in the fund in any manner
authorized by law for the investment of state money. However, an investment shall not interfere with any
apportionment, allocation, or payment of money as required by this section. The unencumbered balance remaining
in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not revert to the general fund.

(3) The fund shall be administered by the state court administrative office for the administration of, and awarding
of grants for, drug treatment court programs throughout the state.

(4) To be eligible for funding, a drug treatment court shall meet both of the following conditions:

(a) The court shall be responsible for handling cases involving nonviolent substance abuse offenders through
comprehensive supervision, testing, treatment services, and immediate sanctions and incentives.

(b) The court shall use all available local and state personnel involved in the disposition of cases, including, but
not limited to, parole and probation agents, prosecuting attorneys, defense attorneys, and community corrections
providers.

(5) Money from the fund may be used in connection with other state, federal, and local funding sources. The
state court administrative office shall be reimbursed annually from the drug treatment court fund for all reasonable
costs associated with the administration of this section.
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History: Add. 2003, Act 72, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

Chapter 2
SUPREME COURT: ORGANIZATION AND POWERS

600.201 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 18, Eff. Mar. 24, 1964.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section provided that the supreme court should consist of a chief justice and 7 associate justices.

600.202 Chief justice; selection, resignation.
Sec. 202.

A chief justice shall be chosen by the supreme court justices from their own number as provided by the rules of
the court. The chief justice may resign without resigning from his office as justice.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 18, Eff. Mar. 24, 1964

600.203 Justices; election.

Sec. 203.

Justices of the supreme court shall be elected in the manner provided by the constitution and the election laws of
the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.204 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 18, Eff. Mar. 24, 1964.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section provided for filling vacancies in the office of supreme court justice.

600.205 Justices; availability.
Sec. 205.

At least 1 justice shall at all times be at the seat of government.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 12 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



600.206 Justices; oath.
Sec. 206.

The supreme court justices shall take and subscribe the oath required by the constitution before entering upon
the discharge of their duties.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.207 Justices; practice of law prohibited.
Sec. 207.

The supreme court justices shall not practice as attorneys or counselors in any court of the state, nor shall they
engage in the practice of law for compensation.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.208 Judges; salary and expenses.
Sec. 208.

(1) Each supreme court justice shall receive an annual salary of $35,000.00, payable out of the moneys
appropriated by the legislature.

(2) The justices shall not receive any allowance for traveling expenses between their residences and the seat of
government.

(3) The justices who attend judicial meetings called by the court administrator shall be reimbursed from the state
treasury, upon the warrant of the state treasurer, for their actual and necessary expenses.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 305, Eff. Jan. 1, 1967

600.211 Terms of court; quorum.
Sec. 211.

(1) There shall be 4 terms of court annually, held at times designated by the court. The court in its discretion may
hold special or adjourned terms.

(2) Court sessions shall be held at the supreme court room at the seat of government.

(3) A majority of the justices shall constitute a quorum for hearing cases and transacting business.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 18, Eff. Mar. 24, 1964

600.212 Powers and jurisdiction; source.
Sec. 212.
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The supreme court has all the powers and jurisdiction conferred upon it by the constitution and laws of this
state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.215 Jurisdiction and power.
Sec. 215.

The supreme court has jurisdiction and power over:

(1) any matter brought before it by any appropriate writ to any inferior court, magistrate, or other officer;

(2) any question of law brought before it in accordance with court rules, by certification by any trial judge of any
cause pending or tried before him;

(3) any case brought before it for review in accordance with the court rules promulgated by the supreme court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.217 Jurisdiction and power as to writs.
Sec. 217.

The supreme court has jurisdiction and power to issue, hear, and determine writs of:
(1) error,

(2) habeas corpus,

(3) mandamus,

(4) quo warranto,

(5) procedendo, and other original and remedial writs.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.219 Superintending control over inferior courts.
Sec. 219.

The supreme court has a general superintending control over all inferior courts and tribunals. The supreme court
has authority to issue any writs, directives, and mandates that it judges necessary and expedient to effectuate its
determinations, and to take any action it deems proper to facilitate the proper administration of justice.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.221 Reports relative to administration of justice; opinions.
Sec. 221.

The supreme court has authority to publish any reports relative to the administration of justice that it deems
proper to facilitate the proper administration of justice as well as the authority to publish the majority, concurring,
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and dissenting opinions of the court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.222 Repealed. 1998, Act 298, Eff. Jan. 1, 1999.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to creation of trial court assessment commission.

600.223 Rule-making power.
Sec. 223.

The supreme court has authority to promulgate and amend general rules governing practices and procedure in
the supreme court and all other courts of record, including but not limited to authority:

(1) to prescribe the forms of all process to be issued by courts of record,

(2) to prescribe the practices and procedure in the supreme court and other courts of record concerning:

(a) methods of review,

(b) special verdicts,

(c) the granting of new trials,

(d) motions in arrest of judgment,

(e) taxation of costs,

(f) giving notice of special motions and other proceedings,

(g) the staying of proceedings,

(h) hearing of motions,

(i) imposing of terms on motions granted,

(j) discovery procedure, and

(k) other matters at its discretion,

(3) to prescribe in which cases the circuit court may grant orders to stay proceedings in matters pending in the
circuit courts or another inferior court and to prescribe the terms and conditions upon which the orders shall be
granted and the effect the orders will have,

(4) to abolish, as far as practicable, distinctions between law and equity.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975

600.224 Meetings regarding court rules or administrative orders open to public; procedures; “court”
defined.

Sec. 224.

(1) The supreme court shall adopt procedures to ensure that, when a majority of the justices of the supreme
court or of the judges of a multi-judge court meet to discuss or decide upon court rules or administrative orders,
the meeting shall be open to the public.

(2) As used in subsection (1), "court" means the court of appeals, a judicial circuit of the circuit court, the
probate court of a county or probate court district, a district of the district court, or any statutory court.

History: Add. 1980, Act 438, Eff. May 1, 1981

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 3 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
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effect.“(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of Chapter 91 and certain
sections.“Section 3. Chapter 91 and sections 224, 541, 5491, 594, 595, 8121a, 8275, 9941, 9943, 9945, and 9946 shall take effect May 1,
1981.”

600.225 Assignment of judges to serve in other courts.
Sec. 225.

(1) The supreme court may assign an elected judge of any court to serve as a judge in any other court in this
state, except as provided in subsection (3). The assignment of a judge under this subsection shall be for a limited
period or specific assignment.

(2) The authority granted by this section may be exercised by the supreme court at its discretion through its
direct order, or through the court administrator. The court should particularly consider those cases where the chief
judge of a court has asked that another judge be sent to that court and has properly shown any of the following:

(a) That the business of that court has increased beyond the capacity of the judge or judges to properly dispose
of.

(b) That a vacancy exists in the office of the judge of the court.

(c) That a judge is unable to discharge the duties of his or her office.

(d) Any other sufficient reason.

(3) All assignments and reassignments of cases filed in any court in a county shall be made among the judges of
that county, unless no trial court judge in that county is qualified and able to undertake a particular case. A judge of
1 county shall not be assigned to serve as a judge in another county unless no other trial court judge in the county
needing assistance is able to render that assistance.

(4) Judges assigned pursuant to subsection (1) shall hold court and fulfill the duties of the office just as they
would had they been elected in the respective court for the time they were assigned to serve.

(5) The county or district funding unit responsible for the maintenance and operation of the court shall provide
suitable places where judges shall hold court.

(6) A judge who is assigned as provided in this section shall receive as salary for each day he or she serves in the
court 1/250 of the amount by which the total annual salary of a judge of the court to which he or she is assigned
exceeds his or her total annual salary. The salary provided in this subsection is payable by the county or district
control unit or units that have provided an additional salary for the judicial office to which the judge is assigned. In
addition to that salary, a judge assigned as provided in this section shall be entitled to receive actual and necessary
expenses for travel, meals, and lodging from the county or district funding unit or units that are responsible for the
maintenance and operation of the trial court to which the judge is assigned. The salary and expenses shall be
payable at the same time and in the same manner as provided for the judicial office to which the judge is assigned.
As used in this section, "court" means the various circuits of the circuit court, the recorder's court of the city of
Detroit, the various counties and probate court districts of the probate court, and the various districts of the district
court.

(7) A municipal judge who is assigned as provided in this section shall be compensated as provided in section
225a.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 10, Imd. Eff. Mar. 23, 1966 ;-- Am. 1969, Act 263, Imd. Eff. Aug. 11, 1969 ;--
Am. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

600.225a Municipal judges transferred to other courts; compensation and expenses.
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Sec. 225a.

Municipal judges transferred from one court to another as provided in section 225 shall receive the same salary
as the judge to whose court he is assigned, in addition to travel and living expenses and an additional sum of not to
exceed $20.00 per day, if approved by the governing body of the political unit where the court is located and to
which he is assigned, payable at the same time and from the same source as provided for the judicial office to which
the judge is transferred. The salary for each day in which the judge serves as authorized shall be 1/250 of the annual
salary for the vacant judicial office. In all cases where the transferred judge is receiving a salary from the
municipality where he is appointed or elected, he shall be paid only the difference, if any, between his home salary
and the salary of the judgeship to which he has been transferred, and the amount of his home salary shall be
returned by the governmental unit to which he is transferred to the governmental unit from which he is appointed or
elected.

History: Add. 1966, Act 11, Imd. Eff. Mar. 23, 1966

600.226 Retired judges; authorization to perform judicial duties; compensation; applicability of section.
Sec. 226.

(1) The supreme court may authorize any retired judge from any court to perform judicial duties in any court in
the state. The authorization may be for a period or periods as the supreme court shall designate with the consent of
the retired judge.

(2) Any retired judge assigned to any period of active judicial service pursuant to section 23 of article VI of the
state constitution of 1963 and pursuant to the laws of the state relating to judicial service shall be compensated as
follows:

(a) The judge shall receive a salary payable at the same times and from the same sources as provided for the
judicial office in which the judge is authorized to perform judicial duties.

(b) The performance of the authorized judicial duties shall be without prejudice to all other rights of the judge
under the retirement systems.

(c) The salary for each day in which the judge serves as authorized shall be the greater of the following:

(i) One hundred dollars per diem for each day or part of a day spent in the discharge of his or her duties.

(ii) The difference between 1/250th of the annual salary paid for the judicial office during the time the retired
judge serves in the office and 1/250th of the state retirement allowance paid to the retired judge during the time the
retired judge serves in the office.

(d) Necessary expenses incidental to the performance of duties required by the assignment, including travel,
meals, and lodging, shall be paid by the state in accordance with the established provisions and procedures for state
officials and upon the approval of the court administrator.

(3) This section does not apply to the performance of judicial duties by a senior judge under sections 557, 557a,
and 557b.

History: Add. 1964, Act 81, Imd. Eff. May 12, 1964 ;-- Am. 1987, Act 225, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1,
1990

600.227 Writ or process; style; seal; evidence; court order prohibiting disclosure of party's address or
contacting another party; service on protected party.

Sec. 227.

(1) All writs and process issuing out of the supreme court shall be styled: "In the Name of the People of the State
of Michigan," and may be executed in any county of this state. The seal of the supreme court affixed to, or
impressed on, any writ or process in an action or proceeding is conclusive evidence that the writ or process was
issued by the supreme court in all cases in which the writ or process may be lawfully issued.

(2) If a court order has been entered in an action appealed to the supreme court that prohibits the disclosure of
the address of a party to the action or that prohibits a party to the action from contacting another party to the
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action, a party shall serve process or papers in the appeal that are required to be served directly on the protected
party by delivering sufficient extra copies of the process or papers to the clerk of the supreme court with a request
that the clerk, a sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer, or an appointed court officer serve the process or papers
on the protected party. The clerk, sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, or court officer shall serve process or
papers received under this subsection at 1 of the following:

(a) The confidential address provided by the protected party to the court under Michigan court rules.

(b) If a confidential address has not been provided under subdivision (a), the last known address of the protected
party as provided by the court of appeals or trial court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 91, Eff. July 25, 2016

600.229 Decisions; contents, dissents, copies.
Sec. 229.

Decisions of the supreme court, including all cases of mandamus, quo warranto, and certiorari, shall be in
writing, with a concise statement of the facts and reasons for the decisions; and shall be signed by the justices
concurring in the opinion. Any justice dissenting from a decision shall give the reasons for his dissent in writing
under his signature. All opinions and dissents shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the supreme court, and
copies of them shall be delivered to the supreme court reporter at the same time.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.230 Equally divided court; affirmance of judgment.
Sec. 230.

When the justices of the supreme court are equally divided as to the ultimate decision of any case properly
before the court on review, the judgment of the court below shall be affirmed.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.232 Appeals to supreme court.
Sec. 232.

Appeals to the supreme court may be by right or by leave as provided by the rules of the supreme court, except
as otherwise provided by statute.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.235 Appointment of chief judge for each county; appointment of chief judge of circuit, probate, and
district court; procedures for assignment of cases and judges.

Sec. 235.
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(1) The supreme court shall appoint a chief judge for each county that is not part of a multicounty judicial circuit.
The chief judge of a county shall then appoint a chief judge of the circuit court in that county, a chief judge of the
probate court in that county, and a chief judge of the district court in each district in that county.

(2) The chief judge of the county shall adopt procedures for the assignment of cases and for the reassignment of
cases, and procedures for the assignment of judges between courts, trial divisions, and districts in that county,
subject to section 225(3).

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1996
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.235, which pertained to appointment and qualifications of court clerk, reporter, court administrator, and
crier, was repealed by Act 55 of 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

600.238 Judicial performance commission; creation; evaluation of judges; performance standards.
Sec. 238.

(1) The supreme court shall create a judicial performance commission. The commission shall develop standards
for evaluating the performance of all judges in this state. The results of the evaluation of judges according to the
standards shall be made available to the public on an annual basis, beginning June 1, 1999.

(2) Beginning on January 1, 2000, unless the standards described in subsection (1) are developed and
implemented, the trial court performance standards published by the national center for state courts shall be
implemented, with each judge making public an annual report on how that judge has complied with each standard.

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1996

600.241 Operation of judicial branch; line-item appropriation.
Sec. 241.
The legislature shall annually appropriate, by line-item and not lump-sum budget, funds for the operation of the

judicial branch.

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1996

600.242 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 55, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to qualifications, term, and duties of research law clerks.

600.244 Filing fees to supreme court; waiver; costs.
Sec. 244.

(1) The following fees shall be paid to the supreme court clerk and may be taxed as costs when costs are allowed
by the supreme court:

(a) The sum of $375.00 for an application for leave to appeal.

(b) The sum of $375.00 for an original proceeding.

(c) The sum of $150.00 for a motion for immediate consideration or a motion to expedite appeal, except that a
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prosecuting attorney is exempt from paying a fee under this subdivision in an appeal arising out of a criminal
proceeding, if the defendant is represented by a court-appointed lawyer.

(d) The sum of $75.00 for all other motions.

(e) Fifty cents per page for a certified copy of a paper, from a public record.

(f) The sum of $5.00 for certified docket entries.

(g) The sum of $1.00 for certification of a copy presented to the clerk.

(h) Fifty cents per page for a copy of an opinion; however, 1 copy must be given without charge to the attorney
for each party in the case.

(2) A person who is unable to pay a filing fee may ask the supreme court to waive the fee by filing a motion and
an affidavit disclosing the reason for that inability.

History: Add. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

600.245 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 55, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to secretarial personnel.

600.247 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 55, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to salaries of officers.

600.250 Repealed. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 55, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to expenses of officers.

600.251 Staff; budget, expenditures, fees and prerequisites.
Sec. 251.

The supreme court may appoint, remove and shall have general supervision of its staff. It shall have control of
the preparation of its budget recommendations and expenditures of moneys appropriated for any purpose by the
legislature pertaining to the operation of the court or the performance of the activities of its staff. All fees and
perquisites collected by the court staff shall be transmitted to the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

History: Add. 1963, 2nd Ex. Sess., Act 55, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1963

Chapter 3
COURT OF APPEALS: ORGANIZATION AND POWERS

600.301 Court of appeals as court of record; number of judges.

Sec. 301.
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Except as otherwise provided in this section, the court of appeals consists of 28 judges and is a court of record.
Beginning on the date as determined under section 303a, the court of appeals consists of 24 judges.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June
5,1974 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 279, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 190, Eff. Oct. 13, 1993 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 40, Eff. Mar. 25,2012
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”

600.302 Judicial districts for election of judges of court of appeals.
Sec. 302.

The state is divided into 4 judicial districts for the election of judges of the court of appeals. Except as otherwise
provided in this section, each district is entitled to 7 judges. Beginning on the date as determined under section
303a, each district is entitled to 6 judges. The districts are constituted and numbered as follows:

(a) District 1 consists of the counties of Branch, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Lenawee, Monroe, St. Joseph, and
Wayne.

(b) District 2 consists of the counties of Genesee, Macomb, and Oakland.

(c) District 3 consists of the counties of Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Eaton, lonia, Jackson, Kent,
Mason, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Ottawa, Van Buren, and Washtenaw.

(d) District 4 consists of the counties of Alcona, Alger, Alpena, Antrim, Arenac, Baraga, Bay, Benzie,
Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Chippewa, Clare, Clinton, Crawford, Delta, Dickinson, Emmet, Gladwin, Gogebic, Grand
Traverse, Gratiot, Houghton, Huron, Ingham, losco, Iron, Isabella, Kalkaska, Keweenaw, Lake, Lapeer, Leelanau,
Livingston, Luce, Mackinac, Manistee, Marquette, Mecosta, Menominee, Midland, Missaukee, Montmorency,
Ogemaw, Ontonagon, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, Saginaw, Sanilac, Schoolcraft,
Shiawassee, St. Clair, Tuscola, and Wexford.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 157, Imd. Eff. June
5,1972 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1974 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 279, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 190, Eff. Oct. 13, 1993
;- Am. 2001, Act 117, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 40, Eff. Mar. 25,2012 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 624, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”

600.302a Judicial district; county lines; preparation of map by secretary of state.
Sec. 302a.

Each judicial district described in section 302 shall be drawn on county lines. The secretary of state shall prepare
a map of each district constituted under section 302 that shows the counties that comprise that district and convey
the map of each district to the legislature and the governor.

History: Add. 2001, Act 117, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002

600.303 Judges; terms; oath of office.
Sec. 303.

(1) Judges of the court of appeals shall be elected at the general November elections and shall take office on the
succeeding January 1 in accordance with the constitution and election laws of the state.
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(2) Judges of the first court of appeals shall be elected in the general November election of 1964.

(3) In the general November election of 1964, the 3 candidates for the office of judge of the court of appeals in
each district receiving the highest number of votes shall be deemed elected. Of these candidates elected, the
candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast shall be elected for a 10-year term, the candidate receiving the
next highest number of votes cast shall be elected for an 8-year term and the candidate receiving the third highest
number of votes shall be elected for a 6-year term. Thereafter in each general November election in which judges
are to be elected for a 6-year term, the office shall be filled under the general election laws of this state.

(4) Judges of the court of appeals shall take and subscribe the oath of office required by the constitution before
entering upon the discharge of their duties.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.303a Transition to 6 judges in each district.
Sec. 303a.

To effectuate the transition to 6 judges in each district, each district is entitled to 6 judges as follows:

(a) If there are not more than 6 incumbent court of appeals judges in a district on March 25, 2012, the number of
judgeships in that district shall remain at 6.

(b) If there are more than 6 court of appeals judgeships in a district on March 25, 2012 and 1 of those judgeships
is vacant, that judgeship is eliminated. If more than 1 of the judgeships in that district is vacant, only the vacant
judgeship with the shortest remaining term is eliminated. If the elimination of a judgeship results in 6 incumbent
court of appeals judges in that district, the number of judgeships in that district shall remain at 6.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, if there are more than 6 court of appeals judgeships in a
district on March 25, 2012 and there are no judgeships to be eliminated under subdivision (b), 1 judgeship shall be
eliminated from the district at the beginning of the term for which an incumbent judge of the court of appeals does
not seek election or reelection to that office until there are 6 incumbent judges in that district. Thereafter, the
number of judgeships in the district shall remain at 6. However, a judgeship held by an incumbent judge who is
serving by appointment of the governor shall not be eliminated under this subdivision unless the judge does not seek
election at the first general election held after the vacancy to which he or she was appointed occurred, as provided
in section 23 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963, or does not seek reelection at the end of a subsequent
term.

History: Add. 2012, Act 40, Eff. Mar. 25, 2012 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 624, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.303a, which pertained to nominating petitions for new or existing judgeships, was repealed by Act 149
of 1982, Imd. Eff. May 6, 1982.

600.303b Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new judgeships.
Sec. 303b.

In the primary election of 1974, the 4 candidates for the new judgeships, authorized in each court of appeals
district pursuant to sections 301 and 302, who receive the greatest number of votes in the respective district in that
primary election are nominated to run in the 1974 general election in that district. The candidate for the new
judgeships receiving the greatest number of votes in the 1974 general election in each court of appeals district is
elected for a term of 10 years commencing January 1, 1975. The candidate for the new judgeships receiving the
second highest number of votes in the general election in each court of appeals district is elected for a term of 8
years commencing January 1, 1975.

History: Add. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1974

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”
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600.303c Election of candidates for new judgeships; terms.
Sec. 303c.

In the general November election of 1988, the 2 candidates for the new judgeships authorized in each court of
appeals district pursuant to sections 301 and 302, as amended by the 1986 amendatory act that adds this section,
receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected. Of these candidates who are elected, the candidate for the
new judgeships receiving the greatest number of votes in each court of appeals district is elected for a term of 8
years commencing January 1, 1989. The candidate for the new judgeships receiving the second highest number of
votes in each court of appeals district is elected for a term of 6 years commencing January 1, 1989.

History: Add. 1986, Act 279, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987

600.303d Transition from 3 judicial districts to 4 judicial districts; provisions; offices.
Sec. 303d.

(1) To effectuate the transition from 3 districts having a total of 24 judges to 4 districts having a total of 28
judges, the following special provisions apply:

(a) The judgeship in district 1 filled on October 13, 1993 by an incumbent whose term expires January 1, 1995
and who is not eligible to seek reelection shall terminate January 1, 1995 and shall not be filled by election in 1994.

(b) To provide 7 judges in districts 3 and 4:

(1) In district 3, 4 new judgeships shall be filled by election in 1994. The candidate receiving the highest number
of votes is elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes are
elected for terms of 8 years each, and the candidate receiving the fourth highest number of votes is elected for a
term of 6 years.

(ii) In district 4, 1 new judgeship shall be filled by election in 1994. The candidate receiving the highest number
of votes is elected for a term of 6 years.

(2) A judge of the court of appeals who is elected or appointed to a first term that begins on or after January 1,
1994 shall maintain offices only in the principal court of appeals offices in the district in which he or she was elected
or appointed or in another office located in the municipality where the principal court of appeals facilities are
located.

History: Add. 1993, Act 190, Eff. Oct. 13, 1993 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 448, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2004 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27,
2005

600.304 Court of appeals judge; annual salary; expenses; insurance programs.
Sec. 304.

(1) Each judge of the court of appeals shall receive an annual salary calculated as follows:

(a) 92% of the annual salary of a justice of the supreme court as of December 31, 2015.

(b) In addition to the amount calculated under subdivision (a), an amount equal to the amount calculated under
subdivision (a) multiplied by the compounded aggregate percentage pay increases, excluding lump-sum payments,
paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as executives and administrators on or after
January 1, 2016. The additional salary under this subdivision takes effect on the same date as the effective date of
the pay increase paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as executives and
administrators. The additional salary calculated under this subdivision shall not be based on a pay increase paid to
civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as executives and administrators if the effective date of
the increase was before January 1, 2016.
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(2) The judges shall be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses from the state treasury upon the
warrant of the state treasurer.

(3) A judge of the court of appeals is eligible to participate in the state contributory insurance programs on the
same basis as a justice of the supreme court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 306, Imd. Eff. July 14, 1966 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 248, Imd. Eff. July
1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 259, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997 ;--
Am. 2016, Act 31, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2016

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.““Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.““(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4.
Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202,
8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September
1,1981.”

600.305 Administration of court; rules of practice.
Sec. 305.

The administration of the court of appeals shall be under the control of the supreme court. The court of appeals
has authority to promulgate and amend general rules of practice and procedure before the court of appeals subject
to the rule making powers of the supreme court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.306 Temporary judges.
Sec. 306.

The supreme court may transfer judges from the circuit court or probate court or may assign judges pursuant to
section 23 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963 to the court of appeals to act as temporary judges. The
transfer may be made to replace disabled or disqualified judges, or to enlarge the court of appeals temporarily to
not more than 48 judges if the business of the court of appeals is considered by the supreme court to warrant it. If
the court of appeals sits in panels, the temporary judges may be assigned to any panel. Not more than 1 temporary
judge shall be assigned to hear a case. A temporary judge is disqualified from hearing, in the court of appeals, cases
tried before him or her in the trial court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June
5,1974 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 283, Imd. Eff. Oct. 14, 1976 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 279, Eff. Mar. 31, 1987 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 190, Eff. Oct. 13, 1993
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”
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600.307 Judges; practice of law prohibited.
Sec. 307.

The judges of the court of appeals shall not practice as attorneys or counselors in any court of the state, nor
shall they engage in the practice of law for compensation.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.308 Jurisdiction of court of appeals on appeals from final judgments and final orders.
Sec. 308.

(1) The court of appeals has jurisdiction on appeals from all final judgments and final orders from the circuit
court, court of claims, and probate court, as those terms are defined by law and supreme court rule, except final
judgments and final orders described in subsections (2) and (3). A final judgment or final order described in this
subsection is appealable as a matter of right.

(2) The court of appeals has jurisdiction on appeal from the following orders and judgments that are reviewable
only on application for leave to appeal granted by the court of appeals:

(a) A final judgment or final order of the circuit court under any of the following circumstances:

(i) In an appeal from a final judgment or final order of the district court appealed to the circuit court under
section 8342.

(ii) In an appeal from a final judgment or final order of a municipal court.

(b) A final judgment or final order from the circuit court based on a defendant's plea of guilty or nolo contendere.

(c) Any other judgment or interlocutory order from the circuit court, court of claims, business court, or probate
court as determined by supreme court rule.

(3) An order concerning the assignment of a case to the business court under chapter 80 is not appealable to the
court of appeals.

(4) The court of appeals has exclusive original jurisdiction over any action challenging the validity of section
6404, 6410, 6413, or 6419.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 116, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 206, Eff. Jan. 1,
1982 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 375, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1994 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 333, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 164, Imd. Eff. Nov. 12,
2013 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016

600.308a Action under Const. 1963, Art. 9, § 32; commencement; jurisdiction; limitations; governmental
unit as defendant; officer as party; continuation of action against governmental unit and officer's successor;
referral of action; findings of fact; costs.

Sec. 308a.

(1) An action under section 32 of article 9 of the state constitution of 1963 may be commenced in the court of
appeals, or in the circuit court in the county in which venue is proper, at the option of the party commencing the
action.

(2) The jurisdiction of the court of appeals shall be invoked by filing an action by a taxpayer as plaintiff according
to the court rules governing procedure in the court of appeals.

(3) A taxpayer shall not bring or maintain an action under this section unless the action is commenced within 1
year after the cause of action accrued.

(4) The unit of government shall be named as defendant. An officer of any governmental unit shall be sued in his
or her official capacity only and shall be described as a party by his or her official title and not by name. If an officer
dies, resigns, or otherwise ceases to hold office during the pendency of the action, the action shall continue against
the governmental unit and the officer's successor in office.
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(5) The court of appeals may refer an action to the circuit court or to the tax tribunal to determine and report its
findings of fact if substantial fact finding is necessary to decide the action.

(6) A plaintiff who prevails in an action commenced under this section shall receive from the defendant the costs
incurred by the plaintiff in maintaining the action.

History: Add. 1980, Act 110, Imd. Eff. May 13, 1980

600.309 Appeals as of right; appeals by leave of court.
Sec. 309.

Except as provided in section 308, all appeals to the court of appeals from final judgments or decisions
permitted by this act shall be a matter of right. All other appeals from other judgments or orders to the court of
appeals permitted by statute or supreme court rule shall be by right or by leave as provided by the statute or the
rules promulgated by the supreme court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 375, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1994

600.309a Relief from certain circuit court judgments based on jury verdict; appeal; applicability.
Sec. 309a.

(1) The legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(a) The right to trial by jury, as preserved by the state constitution of 1963, is sacrosanct and the decisions of
juries should not be lightly discarded.

(b) It is the public policy of this state that litigants be afforded the highest possible degree of certainty that jury
verdicts will be respected and enforced.

(2) This section applies only if a party seeks relief from a circuit court judgment entered in a civil action based on
a jury verdict on any of the following grounds:

(a) Mistake, inadvertence, surprise, or excusable neglect.

(b) Newly discovered evidence.

(c) Fraud, misrepresentation, or other misconduct of an adverse party.

(d) That the judgment is void.

(e) Another reason that justifies relief from the operation of the judgment.

(3) If a circuit court order grants relief to a party as described under subsection (2), an opposing party may file
an appeal of right from that order to the court of appeals. Action in the circuit court must be stayed while the
matter is on appeal.

(4) In an appeal of right to the court of appeals under subsection (3), the court shall take appropriate steps
toward ensuring, consistent with the appellate court rules, a timely processing of the appeal.

(5) This section does not apply to an action to which section 6098 applies.

(6) This section applies only to an action, case, or proceeding commenced after the date this section takes effect.

History: Add. 2021, Act 83, Imd. Eff. Sept. 10, 2021

600.310 Original jurisdiction; writs, directives and mandates.
Sec. 310.

The court of appeals has original jurisdiction to issue prerogative and remedial writs or orders as provided by
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rules of the supreme court, and has authority to issue any writs, directives and mandates that it judges necessary
and expedient to effectuate its determination of cases brought before it.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1967, Act 65, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1967

600.311 Panels; quorum; rotation; assignment of judges and cases.
Sec. 311.

(1) Unless otherwise provided by supreme court rule, the court of appeals shall sit in panels consisting of not less
than 3 judges.

(2) A majority of the judges assigned to a panel shall constitute a quorum for hearing cases and transacting
business before the panel.

(3) The rotation of panels and the assignment of judges and cases shall be in accordance with rules of the
supreme court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1974

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”

600.312 Sessions of court; office space.
Sec. 312.

(1) The court of appeals shall hold such sessions as are necessary to dispose of the matters before it.

(2) The court of appeals shall hold court sessions at such places as the supreme court shall direct.

(3) Except as otherwise provided by law or by supreme court rule, the offices of the court of appeals shall be
located in the city of Lansing.

(4) The department of administration shall furnish the court with suitable space and equipment in the city of
Lansing, and at such other locations as the court shall hold court sessions.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.313 Decisions to be in writing; delivery and printing of opinions; effect of equally divided court.
Sec. 313.

(1) Decisions of the court of appeals shall be in writing. Copies of written opinions of the court of appeals shall
be delivered to the supreme court reporter not later than when they are filed with the clerk of the court of appeals.
The reporter shall cause the opinions to be printed pursuant to rules of the supreme court.

(2) When the judges of a panel of the court of appeals hearing a case are equally divided as to the ultimate
decision of any case properly before the court on review, the judgment of the court below shall be affirmed.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 144, Imd. Eff. June 5, 1974

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 144 of 1974 provides:“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices
added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/4 of 1% nor more than 1% of the total number of votes cast in that appellate
court district for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which a secretary of state was elected.”
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600.314 Finality of decisions; superintending control of supreme court.
Sec. 314.

(1) The decisions on appeal of the court of appeals are final, except as reviewed by the supreme court as
provided by supreme court rule.

(2) The court of appeals is subject to the superintending control power of the supreme court, and this section
does not affect the exercise of that power, nor the issuance of writs by the supreme court pursuant to its
constitutional powers.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.315 Process; style, execution, seal.
Sec. 315.

(1) All writs and process issuing out of the court of appeals shall be styled: "In the name of the people of the
state of Michigan," and shall run into and be executed in any county of the state.

(2) The seal of the court of appeals affixed to, or impressed upon, any writ or process in any action or
proceeding shall be conclusive evidence that the writ or process was issued by the court of appeals in all cases
where such writ or process may be lawfully issued.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.316 Process issued by court of appeals; service; court order prohibiting disclosure of party's address or
contacting another party; service on protected party.

Sec. 316.

(1) Process issued by the court of appeals may be served by any member of the Michigan state police or by any
other officer or individual authorized to serve process issued by a circuit court.

(2) If a court order has been entered in an action appealed to the court of appeals that prohibits the disclosure of
the address of a party to the action or that prohibits a party to the action from contacting another party to the
action, a party shall serve process or papers in the appeal that are required to be served directly on the protected
party by delivering sufficient extra copies of the process or papers to the clerk of the court of appeals with a request
that the clerk, a sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer, or an appointed court officer serve the process or papers
on the protected party. The clerk, sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, or court officer shall serve process or
papers received under this subsection at 1 of the following:

(a) The confidential address provided by the protected party to the court under Michigan court rules.

(b) If a confidential address has not been provided under subdivision (a), the last known address of the protected
party as provided by the trial court.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 91, Eff. July 25, 2016

600.317 Chief clerk; deputy clerks; personnel; duties; qualifications; bond; court officers.

Sec. 317.
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(1) There shall be 1 chief clerk who shall be appointed and may be removed by the court of appeals. The office
of the chief clerk shall be located in the city of Lansing.

(2) Deputy clerks as are necessary shall be appointed by the chief clerk with the approval of the court of appeals.
Deputy clerks shall be assigned by the chief clerk to locations approved by the court of appeals. The chief clerk and
deputy clerks shall engage necessary personnel with the approval of the court of appeals and maintain such records
under such standards as the court of appeals directs. Action taken in accordance with this subsection is subject to
the superintendence of the supreme court and the court administrator.

(3) The chief clerk shall do all of the following:

(a) Take and subscribe the oath required by the constitution before taking office.

(b) Perform those duties as may be provided by law, or as prescribed by the court of appeals.

(4) The chief clerk and all deputy clerks shall each furnish a bond before taking office. The bond shall be all of
the following:

(a) In favor of the people of the state.

(b) In the penal sum of $10,000.00.

(c) Approved by the chief judge of the court of appeals.

(d) Filed with the secretary of state.

(e) Paid from the general fund in the state treasury on vouchers approved by the chief judge of the court of
appeals.

(f) Conditioned on the faithful performance of his or her official duties with impartiality and correctness.

(5) The judges of the court of appeals shall appoint court officers as deemed necessary by the court of appeals.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1991, Act 71, Imd. Eff. July 11, 1991

600.318 Research law clerk; employment; qualifications.
Sec. 318.

(1) Each judge of the court of appeals may employ a research law clerk to assist the judge in connection with the
work of his or her office.

(2) A clerk shall be a Michigan resident and a graduate of a law school approved and accredited by the council of
legal education of the American bar association.

(3) A clerk shall be employed for a maximum of 5 years.

(4) A clerk shall perform those duties prescribed by the court of appeals.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1992, Act 17, Imd. Eff. Mar. 16, 1992

600.319 Secretarial personnel; employment.
Sec. 319.

Each judge of the court of appeals may employ secretarial personnel to the extent he deems expedient to assist
him in connection with the work of his office.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.320 Salaries and expenses; payment.
Sec. 320.

All salaries and expenses of the court and its employees shall be paid out of appropriations made therefor in
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accordance with the accounting laws of the state.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964

600.321 Fees to court of appeals; charge per page; waiver; deposit; costs; use.
Sec. 321.

(1) The following fees shall be paid to the clerk of the court of appeals and may be taxed as costs if costs are
allowed by order of the court:

(a) For an appeal as of right, for an application for leave to appeal, or for an original proceeding, $375.00. This
fee shall be paid only once for appeals that are taken by multiple parties from the same lower court order or
judgment and can be consolidated.

(b) Upon the entry of any motion except a motion described in subdivision (c¢) upon the motion docket, $100.00.

(c) Upon the entry of a motion for immediate consideration or a motion to expedite appeal upon the motion
docket, $200.00. This fee shall be paid only once regardless of the number of lower court files involved in the
appeal. A prosecuting attorney is exempt from paying a fee under this subdivision with regard to an appeal arising
out of a criminal proceeding.

(2) The clerk of the court of appeals shall charge 50 cents per page for certified copies of entries or papers in any
action or proceedings when required for any other purpose than one connected with the progress or disposition of
the action or proceeding.

(3) The clerk shall charge 50 cents per page for all uncertified copies of opinions, except those sent to 1 counsel
representing each party in the case, for which no charge shall be made.

(4) If a person is unable to pay the fees required by this section, the person, by motion, accompanied by the
person's affidavit stating facts showing that inability, may ask the court to waive the fees and the court or a judge of
the court may waive payment of the fees.

(5) Each month the clerk of the court of appeals shall deposit with the state treasurer all fees collected and obtain
and file a receipt for the fees deposited.

(6) Costs shall be awarded in the discretion of the court.

(7) The fees collected under this section shall be used to fund a probation swift and sure sanctions program
created under the probation swift and sure sanctions act, chapter XIA of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA
175, MCL 771A.1 to 771A.8.

History: Add. 1964, Act 281, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1964 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 248, Imd. Eff. Jan. 1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 274, Eff. Mar. 31,
1987 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 277, Eff. Mar. 28, 1991 ;-- Am. 1997, Act 182, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003 ;-- Am.
2005, Act 151, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2005 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2007, Act 64, Imd. Eff. Sept. 28, 2007 ;--
Am. 2011, Act 130, Imd. Eff. Sept. 6, 2011 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 617, Imd. Eff. Jan. 9, 2013

Chapter 4
TRIAL COURT CONCURRENT JURISDICTION

600.401 Plan of concurrent jurisdiction.
Sec. 401.

(1) Within each judicial circuit, subject to approval by the supreme court and to the limitations contained in
sections 410, 841, and 8304, a plan of concurrent jurisdiction shall be adopted by a majority vote of all of the
judges of the trial courts in the plan unless a majority of all of the judges of the trial courts in that judicial circuit
vote not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction. If a majority of all of the judges of the trial courts in a judicial
circuit vote not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction, the chief judge of the circuit court of that judicial circuit
shall report the results of that vote to the state court administrator.

(2) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may provide for 1 or more of the following:

(a) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(b) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court.

(c) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.
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(d) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court.

(e) The district court and 1 or more district judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(f) The district court and 1 or more district judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(g) If there are multiple district court districts within the judicial circuit, 1 or more district judges may exercise
the power and jurisdiction of judge of another district court district within the judicial circuit.

(3) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section shall provide for the transfer or assignment of cases
between the trial courts affected by the plan and to individual judges of those courts as necessary to implement the
plan and to fairly distribute the workload among those judges.

(4) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may include agreements as to other matters involving the
operation of the trial courts participating in the plan, as approved by the supreme court.

(5) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction becomes effective upon the approval of the plan by the supreme court.

(6) This section does not apply to the counties of Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and
Wayne, which have district court districts of the third class.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1,2003 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.405 Plan of concurrent jurisdiction; adoption; options.
Sec. 405.

Sections 406, 407, and 408 provide options for adoption of a plan of concurrent jurisdiction in the counties of
Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne, which have district court districts of the third
class.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.406 Circuit and probate judges; Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne
counties; adoption of plan of concurrent jurisdiction.

Sec. 406.

(1) Within the counties of Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne, a majority of all
of the circuit and probate judges, subject to approval by the supreme court and to the limitations contained in
sections 410, 841, and 8304, shall adopt 1 or more plans of concurrent jurisdiction under this section unless a plan
of concurrent jurisdiction has been adopted under section 407 or 408, or unless a majority of all of the circuit and
probate judges in that county vote not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction. If a majority of all of the circuit and
probate judges in that county vote not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction, the chief judge of the circuit court
shall report the results of that vote to the state court administrator.

(2) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may provide for 1 or more of the following:

(a) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(b) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(3) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section shall provide for the transfer or assignment of cases
between the trial courts affected by the plan and to individual judges of those courts as necessary to implement the
plan and to fairly distribute the workload among those judges.

(4) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may include agreements as to other matters involving the
operation of the trial courts participating in the plan, as approved by the supreme court.

(5) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction becomes effective upon the approval of the plan by the supreme court.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013
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600.407 District judges, circuit and probate judges; Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, and
Washtenaw counties; adoption of plan of concurrent jurisdiction.

Sec. 407.

(1) Within the counties of Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, and Washtenaw, a majority of all of the
district judges in the county-funded district court district and the circuit judges and probate judges of the courts in
the plan, subject to approval by the supreme court and to the limitations contained in sections 410, 841, and 8304,
shall adopt 1 or more plans of concurrent jurisdiction under this section unless a plan of concurrent jurisdiction has
been adopted under section 406 or 408, or unless a majority of all of the district judges in the county-funded district
court district and the circuit judges and probate judges in that county vote not to have a plan of concurrent
jurisdiction. If a majority of all of the district judges in the county-funded district court district and the circuit
judges and probate judges in that county vote not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction, the chief judge of the
circuit court in that county shall report the results of that vote to the state court administrator.

(2) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may provide for 1 or more of the following:

(a) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(b) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court
within the county-funded district court district.

(c) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(d) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court
within the county-funded district court district.

(e) The district court and 1 or more district judges in the county-funded district court district within the county
may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(f) The district court and 1 or more district judges in the county-funded district court district within the county
may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(3) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section shall provide for the transfer or assignment of cases
between the trial courts affected by the plan and to individual judges of those courts as necessary to implement the
plan and to fairly distribute the workload among those judges.

(4) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may include agreements as to other matters involving the
operation of the trial courts participating in the plan, as approved by the supreme court.

(5) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction becomes effective upon the approval of the plan by the supreme court.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.408 Trial court judges; Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne counties;
adoption of plans of concurrent jurisdiction.

Sec. 408.

(1) Within the counties of Genesee, Ingham, Kent, Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne, the circuit
judges, the probate judges, and the district judges in 1 or more district court districts within the county, subject to
approval by the supreme court and to the limitations contained in sections 410, 841, and 8304, by a majority vote
of all of the judges of the trial courts in the plan, may adopt 1 or more plans of concurrent jurisdiction for the
participating trial courts in that county.

(2) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may provide for 1 or more of the following:

(a) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(b) The circuit court and 1 or more circuit judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court
within the participating district court districts within the county.

(c) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(d) The probate court and 1 or more probate judges may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the district court
within the participating district court districts within the county.

(e) The district court and 1 or more district judges in the participating district court districts within the county
may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the circuit court.

(f) The district court and 1 or more district judges in the participating district court districts within the county
may exercise the power and jurisdiction of the probate court.

(g) If there are multiple district court districts within the county, 1 or more district judges may exercise the
power and jurisdiction of the judge of another district court district within the county.
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(3) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section shall provide for the transfer or assignment of cases
between the trial courts affected by the plan and to individual judges of those courts as necessary to implement the
plan and to fairly distribute the workload among those judges.

(4) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this section may include agreements as to other matters involving the
operation of the trial courts participating in the plan, as approved by the supreme court.

(5) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction involving district court districts of the third class may include an agreement
as to the allocation of court revenue, other than revenue payable by statute to libraries or state funds, and court
expenses. This agreement is subject to approval as follows:

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), by the county board of commissioners and by each local funding unit
of each participating district.

(b) If the plan of concurrent jurisdiction only involves district court districts of the third class, by each local
funding unit of each participating district of the third class.

(6) A plan of concurrent jurisdiction becomes effective upon the approval of the plan by the supreme court.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1,2003 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.410 Plan of concurrent jurisdiction; delegation; prohibition.
Sec. 410.

A plan of concurrent jurisdiction adopted under this chapter shall not include a delegation of any of the
following:

(a) A power of appointment to a public office delegated by constitution or statute to the circuit court or a circuit
judge.

(b) A power of appointment to a public office delegated by constitution or statute to the probate court or a
probate judge.

(c) A power of appointment to a public office delegated by law to the district court or a district judge, unless that
power of appointment is delegated to a court or judge other than the circuit court or a circuit judge.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.411 Repealed. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to concurrent jurisdiction of probate judge.

600.412 Concurrent jurisdiction plan in effect on December 31, 2012; validity.
Sec. 412.

A concurrent jurisdiction plan that was adopted, approved by the supreme court, and in effect on December 31,
2012, is considered valid and in compliance with the requirements of this chapter.

History: Add. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1,2013

600.413 Concurrent jurisdiction plans; design; objection to plan.
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Sec. 413.

(1) Concurrent jurisdiction plans shall be designed to benefit the citizens utilizing the courts involved rather than
the courts themselves or any judge or judges.

(2) A judge voting not to have a plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this chapter may file an objection with the
state court administrator. An objection must specifically state the reasons for the objection and may include, but not
be limited to, objections based on insufficient allocation of staff or resources, inadequate training for any judge or
staff, excessive assignments outside of a judge's election district, or retaliation for any action, including failing to
vote for a concurrent jurisdiction plan.

(3) Subject to approval of the supreme court, before the supreme court approves a concurrent jurisdiction plan
under this chapter, the state court administrator shall review objections under this section and report the substance
of the objections and the administrator's findings about the objections' validity to the supreme court. Subject to
approval of the supreme court, the state court administrator shall forward a proposed concurrent jurisdiction plan
to the supreme court for review after affirmatively finding that the proposed concurrent jurisdiction plan is in
compliance with this chapter and the best interests of the people of the communities being served.

History: Add. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.415 Family court plan.
Sec. 415.

A plan of concurrent jurisdiction may include a family court plan as provided in chapter 10.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.420 Record maintenance.
Sec. 420.

Unless an alternate method of record maintenance is approved by the county clerk as part of a plan of
concurrent jurisdiction, the records of the circuit court, probate court, and district court shall continue to be
maintained by that respective county clerk, probate register, or district court clerk in the same manner as the
method employed for record management before the plan of concurrent jurisdiction is adopted.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.425 Approval of plan by local funding units.
Sec. 425.

Not later than 30 days before a proposed plan of concurrent jurisdiction under this chapter is submitted to the
supreme court for approval, the plan shall be submitted to the local funding unit or units for their review of the
plan's financial implications. Consistent with article VII, section 8 of the state constitution of 1963, the cost of
implementing a plan of concurrent jurisdiction is subject to approval by the funding unit or units through the
funding units' budgeting process.

History: Add. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 34 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



Chapter 5
CIRCUIT COURTS: ORGANIZATION AND POWERS

600.501 Judicial circuits.
Sec. 501.

The state is divided into judicial circuits as provided in this chapter.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.*Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”

600.502 First judicial circuit.
Sec. 502.

The first judicial circuit consists of the county of Hillsdale and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.503 Second judicial circuit.
Sec. 503.

The second judicial circuit consists of the county of Berrien and has 4 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976
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600.504 Third judicial circuit.
Sec. 504.

(1) The third judicial circuit consists of the county of Wayne and has the following number of judges:

(a) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2015, 60 judges.

(b) Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2015, 56 judges. The 4 judgeships eliminated from this circuit at 12 noon,
January 1, 2015 shall be the judgeships of 4 of the judges who are not eligible to run for reelection in 2014 due to
constitutional limitation on March 27, 2014.

(2) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2023.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, Act 172, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am.
1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am.
1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1997 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 254, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2002,
Act 715, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2011, Act 300, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22,2011 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2014 ;-- Am. 2022, Act
8, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1, 1975.
“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.““‘Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.“Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410,
and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979; effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2.
Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404,
600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections
524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and
600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this
amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships;
term.““Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and 7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act
shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1, 1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new
judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the
primary and general election in the respective circuit and district court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by
election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall
indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of
the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to
the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been
increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be
elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the
effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the
candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving
the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit,
the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates
receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the
thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years
and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized
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by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit
judge authorized by this amendatory act in the eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of
10 years. The additional district judges authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district
shall be elected for a term of 4 years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.*Section 6. (1) The additional district
judges authorized by this amendatory act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980
and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain
circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan
on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial
circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8
years. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or
Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-
sixth judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for
a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act 128 of 1980 provides:*“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting
sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and
terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district
shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this
amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8
years.”Twenty-sixth judicial circuit; vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation
of fifty-third judicial circuit and circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective
date of this section, as amended, and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth
judicial circuit as that circuit will be constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena,
Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those
counties are qualified to sign and circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not
approve the creation of the fifty-third judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980
regular session of the legislature, the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in
1980 for a term of 6 years.”Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:”"New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of
candidate; petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot
separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court
districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether
the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.”Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.” Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.*Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.”Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”

600.505 Fourth judicial circuit.
Sec. 505.

The fourth judicial circuit consists of the county of Jackson and has 4 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.*“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.“Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
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provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.*“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”

600.506 Fifth judicial circuit.
Sec. 506.

(1) except as provided in subsection (2), the fifth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Barry and Eaton and
has 2 judges.

(2) If the county of Barry approves the reformation of the fifth judicial circuit pursuant to law and the county of
Eaton approves the creation of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit pursuant to law, the fifth judicial circuit consists of the
county of Barry and has 1 judge effective January 1, 1991.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;--
Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 134 of 1988 provides:“Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be
authorized to be filled by election unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the
creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit
judgeship.”Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to
section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the
fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton
county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she was
elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”In subsection (1), the phrase “except as provided” evidently should read “Except as provided.”

600.507 Sixth judicial circuit.
Sec. 507.

(1) The sixth judicial circuit consists of the county of Oakland and, except as otherwise provided in this section,
has 19 judges.

(2) Subject to section 550, this circuit has 18 judges during the period beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2011 and
ending 12 noon, January 1, 2015. The judgeship temporarily eliminated from this circuit during the period of
January 1, 2011 to January 1, 2015 shall be the judgeship of a judge who is not eligible to run for reelection due to
constitutional limitation on January 5, 2010. In the 2014 election, the initial term of office of the judgeship being
restored shall be 8 years.

(3) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2019.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, Act 179, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am.
1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am.
1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 138, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1994 ;--
Am. 2001, Act 252, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 103, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 2006 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 607, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007 ;-- Am.
2009, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5,2010 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 57, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2014

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.““Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
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judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.*“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410,
and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979; effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2.
Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404,
600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections
524,527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and
600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this
amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1, 1979.Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships;
term.*“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and 7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act
shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1, 1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new
judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the
primary and general election in the respective circuit and district court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by
election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall
indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of
the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to
the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been
increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be
elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the
effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the
candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving
the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit,
the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates
receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the
thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years
and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized
by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit
judge authorized by this amendatory act in the eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of
10 years. The additional district judges authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district
shall be elected for a term of 4 years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.*Section 6. (1) The additional district
judges authorized by this amendatory act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980
and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 4 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of § years.“Residence of certain
circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan
on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial
circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8
years. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or
Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-
sixth judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for
a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act 128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting
sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and
terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district
shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this
amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8
years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit; vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation
of fifty-third judicial circuit and circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective
date of this section, as amended, and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth
judicial circuit as that circuit will be constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena,
Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those
counties are qualified to sign and circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not
approve the creation of the fifty-third judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980
regular session of the legislature, the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in
1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 2 of Act 134 of 1988 provides: “Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not
be authorized to be filled by election unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves
the creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
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administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit
judgeship.”Enacting section 1 of Act 252 0of 2001 provides:“Enacting section 1. If 2 new offices of judge are added to the sixth judicial circuit
by election in 2002 pursuant to this amendatory act, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the November 2002 general
election shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6
years.”Enacting section 1 of Act 607 of 2006 provides:"Enacting section 1. If, pursuant to this amendatory act, a new office of judge is added
to the sixth judicial circuit by election in 2008, the term of office of that judgeship for that election only shall be 8 years."

600.508 Seventh judicial circuit; county; number of judges.
Sec. 508.

The seventh judicial circuit consists of the county of Genesee and has 9 judges. Subject to section 550, this
judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2007.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;--
Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 253, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 2006

600.509 Eighth judicial circuit.
Sec. 509.

The eighth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Ionia and Montcalm and has 2 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts. “Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.*(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
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circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) Ifa vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.510 Ninth judicial circuit.
Sec. 510.

(1) The ninth judicial circuit consists of the county of Kalamazoo and has 5 judges.
(2) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2025. If this
judgeship is added to the ninth judicial circuit, the initial term of office of the judgeship is 8 years.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 264, Imd. Eff. June 3, 1964 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;--
Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 277, Eff. Mar. 29, 2023

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 134 of 1988 provides:“Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be
authorized to be filled by election unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the
creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”

600.511 Tenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 511.

The tenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Saginaw and has 5 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;--
Am. 2018, Act 6, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 2018 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 8, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

600.512 Eleventh judicial circuit.
Sec. 512.

The eleventh judicial circuit consists of the counties of Alger, Luce, and Schoolcraft and has 1 judge. Beginning
April 1, 2003, the eleventh judicial circuit court consists of the counties of Alger, Luce, Mackinac, and schoolcraft
and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003
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600.513 Twelfth judicial circuit.
Sec. 513.

The twelfth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Baraga, Houghton and Keweenaw and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.514 Thirteenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 514.

The thirteenth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Antrim, Grand Traverse and Leelanau and has 2 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;--
Am. 1970, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Jan. 1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972

600.515 Fourteenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 515.

(1) The fourteenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Muskegon and has 4 judges.
(2) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2023. If this
judgeship is added to the fourteenth judicial circuit, the initial term of office of the judgeship is § years.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;--
Am. 2022, Act 8, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
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twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.*Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.”“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy, residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.516 Fifteenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 516.

The fifteenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Branch and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970

600.517 Sixteenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 517.

(1) The sixteenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Macomb and, except as otherwise provided in this
section, has 13 judges.

(2) Subject to section 550, this circuit has 12 judges during the period beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2011 and
ending 12 noon, January 1, 2017. The 1 judgeship temporarily eliminated from this circuit during the period of
January 1, 2011 to January 1, 2017 shall be the judgeship of a judge who is not eligible to run for reelection due to
constitutional limitation on January 5, 2010.

(3) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2017.

(4) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2019. if this new
judgeship is added to the sixteenth judicial circuit, the initial term of office of the judgeship shall be 8 years.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1962, Act 187, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1962 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 198, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1964 ;--
Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-
- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;-
- Am. 2001, Act 251, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 257, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 715, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2006,
Act 101, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 2006 ;-- Am. 2009, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 2010 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 56, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2014

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,

1975 .“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.““Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
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judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.*“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:”New circuit and district
judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate; petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this
amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the
respective circuits and district court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county,
or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of
filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be
filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition
after the date by which all counties in the circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have
adopted the resolutions required by law to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00
may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3, 1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled
by election in 1980.”Additional circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by
this amendatory act for the third judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980
general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a
term of 6 years.” Additional circuit judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this
amendatory act for the sixteenth judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.”Change in
composition of affected judicial circuits; effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section
550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to this act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall
become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth
judicial circuit expires.”Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act
pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1,
1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in
Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she
was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.518 Seventeenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 518.

The seventeenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Kent and has 10 judges. Subject to section 550, this
judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2017.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 262, Imd. Eff. June 3, 1964 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;--
Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 77, Imd. Eff. Apr. 9, 1974 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;--
Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 256, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 99, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 2006 ;-- Am.
2014, Act 58, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2014

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
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court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.““Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.*Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy, residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 2
of Act 134 of 1988 provides: “Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be authorized to be filled by election
unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation of the judgeship and
unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m.
of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”Enacting section 1 of Act 256 of
2001 provides:“Enacting section 1. (1) If 2 new offices of judge are added to the seventeenth judicial circuit by election in 2002, pursuant to
this amendatory act, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the November 2002 general election shall be elected for a term of
8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.(2) If 1 new office of judge is
added to the twentieth judicial circuit by election in 2004, pursuant to this amendatory act, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes
in the November 2004 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years.”

600.519 Eighteenth judicial circuit; Bay county.
Sec. 519.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the eighteenth judicial circuit consists of the county of Bay and has 3
judges.

(2) Beginning on the earlier of the following dates, the eighteenth judicial circuit has 2 judges:

(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of circuit judge in the eighteenth judicial circuit.

(b) The beginning date of the term for which an incumbent circuit judge in the eighteenth judicial circuit no
longer seeks election or reelection to that office.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 38, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28,2012
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
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Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) Ifa vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.520 Nineteenth judicial circuit.
Sec. 520.

The nineteenth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Manistee and Benzie and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
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candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.521 Twentieth judicial circuit.
Sec. 521.

(1) The twentieth judicial circuit consists of the county of Ottawa and has 4 judges.
(2) Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2023. If this
judgeship is added to the twentieth judicial circuit, the initial term of office of the judgeship is 8 years.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;--
Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 256, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 8, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
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circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of § years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides: “If a new judicial circuit of the circuit
court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take
effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge
of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall
serve until the term for which he or she was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”Enacting section 1 of Act 256 0of2001
provides:“Enacting section 1. (1) If2 new offices of judge are added to the seventeenth judicial circuit by election in 2002, pursuant to this
amendatory act, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the November 2002 general election shall be elected for a term of 8
years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.(2) If 1 new office of judge is
added to the twentieth judicial circuit by election in 2004, pursuant to this amendatory act, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes
in the November 2004 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years.”

600.522 Twenty-first judicial circuit.
Sec. 522.

The twenty-first judicial circuit consists of the county of Isabella and has 1 judge. Subject to section 550, this
judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2005. If a new office of judge is added to this
circuit by election in 2004, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the November 2004 general
election shall be elected for a term of 8 years.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;--
Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 182, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1981 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 256, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;--
Am. 2001, Act 257, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 182 of 1981 provides: “(1) The fifty-fifth judicial circuit is not created and the circuit judgeship proposed
for that circuit is not authorized unless all of the following occur:“(a) The counties of Clare and Gladwin, by resolutions adopted by each of
their county boards of commissioners, approve the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit and the judgeship proposed for that circuit.“(b) The
clerk of each county in subdivision (a) files a copy of the county's respective resolution with the secretary of state not later than December 22,
1981.“(c) The county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit as provided in subsection (2).“(2) The twenty-
first judicial circuit is not reformed unless all of the following occur:“(a) The county of Isabella, by resolution adopted by its county board of
commissioners, approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit.“(b) The clerk of the county of Isabella files a copy of the
resolution with the secretary of state not later than December 22, 1981.“(c) The counties of Clare and Gladwin approve the creation of the
fifty-fifth judicial circuit as provided in subsection (1).*(3) If the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit and the creation of the fifty-fifth
judicial circuit are approved pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), the secretary of state shall immediately notify the state court
administrator.“(4) By proposing the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit and a circuit judgeship for that circuit and the reformation of the
twenty-first judicial circuit, the legislature is not creating the fifty-fifth judicial circuit or any judgeship in that circuit, or reforming the twenty-
first judicial circuit. If the counties of Clare and Gladwin, acting through their respective boards of commissioners, approve the creation of the
circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed by law for that circuit, or if the county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first
judicial circuit each approval constitutes an exercise of the affected county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level
of activity or service offered in the county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of
the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all
expenses and capital improvements which may result from the creation of the circuit and judgeship, or from the reformation of the circuit.
However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay to each county a portion of the circuit judge's or judges' salary
as provided by law, or to appropriate and disburse funds to each county for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state law
which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.%(5) If the county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial
circuit and the counties of Clare and Gladwin approve the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit, then the incumbent circuit judge in the
twenty-first judicial circuit who is a qualified elector in Clare or Gladwin county and who has been appointed to that office by the governor
after January 1, 1981, becomes the circuit judge in the fifty-fifth judicial circuit on January 1, 1982, and serves as a circuit judge until January
1 next succeeding the first general election held after the vacancy to which he or she was appointed occurs, at which election a successor shall
be elected for the remainder of the unexpired term which the predecessor incumbent serving on December 30, 1980, would have served had
that incumbent remained in office in the twenty-first judicial circuit until his or her term would normally have expired.”

600.523 Twenty-second judicial circuit.
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Sec. 523.

The twenty-second judicial circuit consists of the county of Washtenaw and has 5 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, Act 32, Imd. Eff. Apr. 26, 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;--
Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976

600.524 Twenty-third judicial circuit.
Sec. 524.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the twenty-third judicial circuit consists of the counties of Alcona,
Arenac, losco, and Oscoda and has 2 judges. For purposes of the November 2008 general election only, the term of
the candidate for circuit judge in this circuit who receives the highest number of votes is 8 years, and the term of
the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes is 6 years.

(2) Beginning on the earlier of the following dates, the twenty-third judicial circuit has 1 judge:

(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of circuit judge in the twenty-third judicial circuit, unless the
vacancy occurs after the vacating judge has been defeated in a primary or general election.

(b) The beginning date of the term for which an incumbent circuit judge in the twenty-third judicial circuit no
longer seeks election or reelection to that office.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am.
2012, Act 35, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28,2012 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 58, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2014

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
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assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.525 Twenty-fourth judicial circuit.
Sec. 525.

The twenty-fourth judicial circuit consists of the county of Sanilac and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.““Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy, residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
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second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.526 Twenty-fifth judicial circuit; Marquette.
Sec. 526.

The twenty-fifth judicial circuit consists of the county of Marquette and has 1 judge. Subject to section 550, this
judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2023.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Feb. 22, 2012 ;--
Am. 2021, Act 74, Eff. Mar. 30, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,

1975 .“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.““Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.*“Terms of additional circuit judges.“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”

600.527 Twenty-sixth judicial circuit.
Sec. 527.

The twenty-sixth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Alpena, Alcona, Montmorency, and Presque Isle and
has 2 judges. Beginning April 1, 2003, the twenty-sixth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Alpena and
Montmorency. This circuit shall have 1 judge beginning on the earlier of the following dates:

(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of circuit judge for this judicial circuit.
(b) Twelve noon, January 1, 2005.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;--
Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
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of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.528 Twenty-seventh judicial circuit.
Sec. 528.

(1) Until June 30, 2022, the twenty-seventh judicial circuit consists of the counties of Newaygo and Oceana and
has 1 judge. Beginning July 1, 2022, the twenty-seventh judicial circuit consists of the counties of Newaygo and
Lake and has 1 judge.

(2) The incumbent judge of the twenty-seventh judicial circuit who resides in Newaygo County shall become the
judge of the reformed twenty-seventh judicial circuit on July 1, 2022, and shall serve until the term for which he or
she was elected in the twenty-seventh judicial circuit expires.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;--
Am. 2012, Act 18, Imd. Eff. Feb. 22, 2012 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 134 of 1988 provides:“Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be
authorized to be filled by election unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the
creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”
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600.529 Twenty-eighth judicial circuit.
Sec. 529.

The twenty-eighth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Missaukee and Wexford and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.530 Twenty-ninth judicial circuit.
Sec. 530.
The twenty-ninth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Clinton and Gratiot and has 2 judges.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 33, Imd. Eff. May 20, 2013 ;--
Am. 2018, Act 6, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 2018

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.*(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.*(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.531 Thirtieth judicial circuit.
Sec. 531.

The thirtieth judicial circuit consists of the county of Ingham and has 7 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;--
Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
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in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.““Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.*“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy, residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.532 Thirty-first judicial circuit.
Sec. 532.

The thirty-first judicial circuit consists of the county of St. Clair and has 3 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
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Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.*(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.*(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.533 Thirty-second judicial circuit.
Sec. 533.

The thirty-second judicial circuit consists of the counties of Gogebic and Ontonagon and has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.534 Thirty-third judicial circuit.
Sec. 534.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the thirty-third judicial circuit consists of the counties of Charlevoix
and Emmet and has 1 judge.

(2) If the county of Charlevoix approves the reformation of the thirty-third judicial circuit pursuant to law and
the county of Emmet approves the creation of the fifty-seventh judicial circuit pursuant to law, the thirty-third
judicial circuit consists of the county of Charlevoix and has 1 judge effective January 1, 1995.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;--
Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 138, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1994
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
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of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.535 Thirty-fourth judicial circuit.
Sec. 535.

The thirty-fourth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Arenac, Ogemaw, and Roscommon and has 2 judges.
Beginning April 1, 2003, the thirty-fourth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Ogemaw and Roscommon and
has 1 judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970 ;--
Am. 1970, Act 49, Imd. Eff. Jan. 1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;--
Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act
pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1,
1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in
Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she
was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”
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600.536 Thirty-fifth judicial circuit.
Sec. 536.

The thirty-fifth judicial circuit consists of the county of Shiawassee and has 1 judge. Subject to section 550, this
circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1991.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;--
Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.*“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Section 2 of Act 54
of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to section 550a, the change in the
composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created
pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton county shall become the judge of the
fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.537 Thirty-sixth judicial circuit.
Sec. 537.

The thirty-sixth judicial circuit consists of the county of Van Buren and has 1 judge. Subject to section 550, this
judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1989.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 134 of 1988 provides:“Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be
authorized to be filled by election unless each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the
creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”

600.538 Thirty-seventh judicial circuit.
Sec. 538.

The thirty-seventh judicial circuit consists of the county of Calhoun and has 3 judges. Subject to section 550, the
thirty-seventh judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1993.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act
pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1,
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1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in
Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she
was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.539 Thirty-eighth judicial circuit.
Sec. 539.

The thirty-eighth judicial circuit consists of the county of Monroe and has 3 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1. 1963 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 22, Imd. Eff. Apr. 20, 1966 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”
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600.540 Thirty-ninth judicial circuit.
Sec. 540.

The thirty-ninth judicial circuit consists of the county of Lenawee and has 2 judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976

600.541 Fortieth judicial circuit.
Sec. 541.

The fortieth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Lapeer and Tuscola and has 3 judges. If the county of
Lapeer approves the reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit pursuant to law, and the county of Tuscola approves
the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit pursuant to law, the fortieth judicial circuit consists of the county of
Lapeer and has 2 judges effective July 1, 1981.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;--
Am. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 190, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1980 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. May 1, 1981
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
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constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Sections
2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate; petitions; filing fee.“Section
2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial
offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If another judicial office of the
same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit, county,
or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a new judgeship created pursuant to this
amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the circuit, all district control units in the
district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law to create that office. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3, 1980 in lieu of petitions for new
judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional circuit judgeship for third judicial
circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third judicial circuit is created pursuant to
law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidate
receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.““Additional circuit judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit;
term.““Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth judicial circuit is created pursuant to law,
the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits; effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial
circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for
judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth
judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve
until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Sections 2 and 3 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional
effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of exercising option.*“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless
the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the
county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills
listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect.“(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing
bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in
enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect, that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new
activity or service or to increase the level of activity or service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by
existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result
from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the
recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each
district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the
district control units, city, or county, for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or
the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were
adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30,
1981.“Effective date of Chapter 91 and certain sections.“Section 3. Chapter 91 and sections 224, 541, 5491, 594, 595, 8121a, 8275, 9941,
9943, 9945, and 9946 shall take effect May 1, 1981.”

600.542 Forty-first judicial circuit.
Sec. 542.

The forty-first judicial circuit consists of the counties of Dickinson, Iron, and Menominee and has 1 judge.
Subject to section 550, this circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1985.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 95, Imd. Eff. Apr. 23, 1984
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 95 of 1984 provides: “Section 2. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for
the forty-first judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.”

600.543 Forty-second judicial circuit.
Sec. 543.

The forty-second judicial circuit consists of the county of Midland and has 2 judges.
History: Add. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976
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600.544 Forty-third judicial circuit.
Sec. 544.

The forty-third judicial circuit consists of the county of Cass and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968

600.545 Forty-fourth judicial circuit.
Sec. 545.

The forty-fourth judicial circuit consists of the county of Livingston and has 2 judges. Subject to section 550,
this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge beginning January 1, 2019. If this judgeship is added to the forty-
fourth judicial circuit, the initial term of office of the judgeship is 8§ years.

History: Add. 1968, Act 127, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1968 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 6, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26,
2018

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.““Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.*“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.*Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”

600.546 Forty-fifth judicial circuit.
Sec. 546.

The forty-fifth judicial circuit consists of the county of St. Joseph and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1970, Act 30, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1970
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600.547 Forty-sixth judicial circuit.
Sec. 547.

The forty-sixth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Kalkaska, Crawford, and Otsego and has 1 judge.
Subject to section 550, this circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1985.

History: Add. 1972, Act 169, Imd. Eff. June 15, 1972 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 95, Imd. Eff. Apr. 23, 1984
Compiler's Notes: Section 3 of Act 95 of 1984 provides: “Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for
the forty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.”

600.548 Forty-seventh judicial circuit.
Sec. 548.

The forty-seventh judicial circuit consists of the county of Delta and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.*“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.“Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”

600.549 Forty-eighth judicial circuit.
Sec. 549.

(1) The forty-eighth judicial circuit consists of the county of Allegan and has 2 judges.
(2) Subject to section 550, the forty-eighth judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2025.

History: Add. 1974, Act 145, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1974 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 277, Eff. Mar. 29,
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2023

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 145 of 1974 provide:“Effective date of changes.“Section 2. The changes in the composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes on January 1,
1975.“Election of additional circuit and district judges; assumption of office; appearance of new judgeships on ballot; nominating petitions;
incumbent judges.*“Section 3. The additional circuit and district judges authorized by this amendatory act shall be elected in 1974 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1975. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from
other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective judicial circuits and district court districts. If another
judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that
circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing his nominating petitions, whether he is filing for a new judgeship or
for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this
act must bear signatures affixed thereto after the effective date of this act. Any incumbent circuit or district judge whose term is expiring
January 1, 1975, and who is seeking election to a judicial office of the same court in 1974 is entitled to the designation of his office even if he
is a candidate for a new office of the same court authorized by this amendatory act.“Nominating petitions.“Section 4. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, nominating petitions for the offices added by this 1974 amendatory act shall contain not less than 1/2 of 1% nor more
than 2% of the total number of votes cast in that judicial circuit for secretary of state at the last preceding general November election in which
a secretary of state was elected.“Nomination, election, and terms of candidates for new circuit judgeships.“Section 5. Notwithstanding the
provisions of sections 3 and 4 of Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972, the 10 candidates for the new circuit judgeships in the third judicial
circuit created by Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 1972 who receive the highest votes in the August primary election shall be deemed
nominated for the 5 new judgeships created thereby. Of the additional judgeships so created for the third judicial circuit the candidate
receiving the highest number of votes in the 1974 general election shall be elected for a term of 10 years, the candidates receiving the second
and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 8 years, and the candidates receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Terms of additional circuit judges.*“Section 6. The additional circuit judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years except that the additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the forty-
fourth judicial circuit shall be elected for a term of 8 years.“Terms of additional district judges in certain districts.“Section 7. In districts in
which the district court is already functioning on the effective date of this amendatory act, the additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act shall be elected for a term of 6 years, except that the additional district judges authorized in the first election division of the
ninth district and in the fifteenth district shall be elected for a term of 8 years and that the additional district judge authorized in the newly
divided forty-first-a district shall be elected for a term of 4 years.”Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit
court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take
effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge
of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall
serve until the term for which he or she was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.549a Forty-ninth judicial circuit; counties; number of judges.
Sec. 549a.

The forty-ninth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Mecosta and Osceola and has 1 judge. Subject to
section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2007.

History: Add. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 100, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6,2006
Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 1 of Act 100 of 2006 provides:"Enacting section 1. If; pursuant to this amendatory act, a new office of
judge is added to the forty-ninth judicial circuit by election in 2006, the term of office of that judgeship for that election only shall be 8 years."

600.549b Fiftieth judicial circuit.
Sec. 549b.

The fiftieth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Chippewa and Mackinac and has 1 judge. Beginning April
1, 2003, the fiftieth judicial circuit consists of the county of Chippewa and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1976, Act 125, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1976 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31,
2003

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
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of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.““Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.549¢ Fifty-first judicial circuit.
Sec. 549c.

(1) Until June 30, 2022, the fifty-first judicial circuit consists of the counties of Lake and Mason and has 1 judge.
Beginning July 1, 2022, the fifty-first judicial circuit consists of the counties of Mason and Oceana and has 1 judge.

(2) The incumbent judge of the fifty-first judicial circuit who resides in Mason County shall become the judge of
the reformed fifty-first judicial circuit on July 1, 2022, and shall serve until the term for which he or she was elected
in the fifty-first judicial circuit expires.

History: Add. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
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1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.“Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of
judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.*(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) Ifa vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.*(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.549d Fifty-second judicial circuit.
Sec. 549d.

The fifty-second judicial circuit consists of the county of Huron and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1978, Act 164, Imd. Eff. May 25, 1978

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:“Sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979;
effective date of changes in composition of judicial circuits or district court districts.*“Section 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act No.
236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled Laws
of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the Public
Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the changes
in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial purposes
on January 1, 1979.“Election to fill new circuit and district judgeships; term.“Section 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and
7, the new circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts
of 1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1,
1979.“Ballot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.*‘Section 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on
the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district
court districts. If another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new
judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year.
Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected
incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate
in the primary election for that office for any term for which a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing
an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.“Terms of

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 66 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



judges.“Section 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in
the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall
be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest
number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving the second highest number of
votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and
twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the
eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 10 years. The additional district judges
authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district shall be elected for a term of 4
years.“Election of additional judges; assumption and term of office.“Section 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this amendatory
act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 4 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected
in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Residence of certain circuit judges; effect.“Section 7. If the circuit
judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue
during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship
authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8 years. If the circuit judge elected in the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person
shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit and the second
circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”Section 1 of Act
128 of 1980 provides:“Enacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.“Section 1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the
Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:“Election of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.“Section 6. (1) The
additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall
assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth
judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.“Twenty-sixth judicial circuit;
vacancy; residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and
circuit judgeship.“Section 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the effective date of this section, as amended,
and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be
constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be
eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors of those counties are qualified to sign and
circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.“(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third
judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the
second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.”

600.549¢ Fifty-third judicial circuit.
Sec. 549e.

The fifty-third judicial circuit consists of the county of Cheboygan and has 1 judge. Beginning April 1, 2003, the
fifty-third judicial circuit consists of the counties of Cheboygan and Presque Isle and has 1 judge.

History: Add. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.*“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.

600.549f Fifty-fourth judicial circuit.
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Sec. 549f.

If the county of Lapeer approves the reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit pursuant to law, and the county
of Tuscola approves the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit pursuant to law, the fifty-fourth judicial circuit
consists of the county of Tuscola and has 1 judge effective July 1, 1981.

History: Add. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 190, Imd. Eff. July 8, 1980 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. May 1, 1981
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Sections 2, 3 and 6 of
Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This
amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by
the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city or the county
by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect.“(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of
Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city and the county by this
amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect, that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and
the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or service offered in the city of Detroit and the county
of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being
sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the city and the county of all expenses and capital
improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth district and the reorganization of the circuit court in
the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation
to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the state to the other district or circuit judges, or to
appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state
law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The
resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on April 29, 1981, and by the board of
commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of Chapter 91 and certain sections.““Section 3. Chapter 91 and
sections 224, 541, 5491, 594, 595, 8121a, 8275, 9941, 9943, 9945, and 9946 shall take effect May 1, 1981.”“Creation of fifty-fourth judicial
circuit and reformation of fortieth judicial circuit; conditions; legislative intent; judgeship.“Section 6. (1) The fifty-fourth judicial circuit shall
not be created nor any circuit judgeship proposed for that circuit be authorized or filled by election unless all of the following occur:“(a) The
county of Lapeer approves the reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit pursuant to subsection (2).“(b) The county of Tuscola, by resolution
adopted by its county board of commissioners, approves the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit and the judgeship proposed for that
circuit.“(c) The clerk of the county of Tuscola files a copy of the resolution adopted pursuant to subdivision (b) with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. on June 1, 1981.%(2) The fortieth judicial circuit shall not be reformed unless the county of Lapeer, by
resolution adopted by its county board of commissioners, approves the reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit and unless the clerk of the
county of Lapeer files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. on June 1, 1981.%(3) If the reformation of
the fortieth judicial circuit, the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit, and the creation of the proposed circuit judgeship for the fifty-fourth
judicial circuit are approved pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), the state court administrator shall immediately notify the elections division of
the department of state of the composition of the circuits.“(4) By proposing the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit and a circuit
judgeship for that circuit and the reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit, the legislature is not creating the fifty-fourth judicial circuit or any
judgeship in that circuit, or reforming the fortieth judicial circuit. If the county of Tuscola, acting through its board of commissioners,
approves the creation of the circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed by law for that circuit, or if the county of Lapeer approves the
reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit each approval constitutes an exercise of the affected county's option to provide a new activity or
service or to increase the level of activity or service offered in the county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of the option
are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary
acceptance by the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from the creation of the circuit and judgeship, or from
the reformation of the circuit. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay to each county a portion of the
circuit judge's or judges' salary as provided by law, or to appropriate and disburse funds to each county for the necessary costs of state
requirements established by a state law which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.%(5) If the county of Lapeer approves the
reformation of the fortieth judicial circuit and the county of Tuscola approves the creation of the fifty-fourth judicial circuit and the judgeship
for that circuit pursuant to this section, the circuit judge in the fortieth judicial circuit whose term expires on January 1, 1989, shall become a
judge of'the fifty-fourth judicial circuit and shall serve the balance of his or her term after July 1, 1981, as a judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit.”
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600.549¢ Fifty-fifth judicial circuit; counties; number of judges.
Sec. 549g.

The fifty-fifth judicial circuit consists of the counties of Clare and Gladwin and has 1 judge. Subject to section
550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2007.

History: Add. 1981, Act 182, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1981 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 102, Imd. Eff. Apr. 6, 2006

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 182 of 1981 provides:“(1) The fifty-fifth judicial circuit is not created and the circuit judgeship proposed
for that circuit is not authorized unless all of the following occur:*“(a) The counties of Clare and Gladwin, by resolutions adopted by each of
their county boards of commissioners, approve the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit and the judgeship proposed for that circuit.“(b) The
clerk of each county in subdivision (a) files a copy of the county's respective resolution with the secretary of state not later than December 22,
1981.“(c) The county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit as provided in subsection (2).“(2) The twenty-
first judicial circuit is not reformed unless all of the following occur:“(a) The county of Isabella, by resolution adopted by its county board of
commissioners, approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit.“(b) The clerk of the county of Isabella files a copy of the
resolution with the secretary of state not later than December 22, 1981.“(c) The counties of Clare and Gladwin approve the creation of the
fifty-fifth judicial circuit as provided in subsection (1).“(3) If the reformation of the twenty-first judicial circuit and the creation of the fifty-fifth
judicial circuit are approved pursuant to subsections (1) and (2), the secretary of state shall immediately notify the state court
administrator.““(4) By proposing the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit and a circuit judgeship for that circuit and the reformation of the
twenty-first judicial circuit, the legislature is not creating the fifty-fifth judicial circuit or any judgeship in that circuit, or reforming the twenty-
first judicial circuit. If the counties of Clare and Gladwin, acting through their respective boards of commissioners, approve the creation of the
circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed by law for that circuit, or if the county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first
judicial circuit each approval constitutes an exercise of the affected county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level
of activity or service offered in the county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of
the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all
expenses and capital improvements which may result from the creation of the circuit and judgeship, or from the reformation of the circuit.
However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay to each county a portion of the circuit judge's or judges' salary
as provided by law, or to appropriate and disburse funds to each county for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state law
which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.4(5) If the county of Isabella approves the reformation of the twenty-first judicial
circuit and the counties of Clare and Gladwin approve the creation of the fifty-fifth judicial circuit, then the incumbent circuit judge in the
twenty-first judicial circuit who is a qualified elector in Clare or Gladwin county and who has been appointed to that office by the governor
after January 1, 1981, becomes the circuit judge in the fifty-fifth judicial circuit on January 1, 1982, and serves as a circuit judge until January
1 next succeeding the first general election held after the vacancy to which he or she was appointed occurs, at which election a successor shall
be elected for the remainder of the unexpired term which the predecessor incumbent serving on December 30, 1980, would have served had
that incumbent remained in office in the twenty-first judicial circuit until his or her term would normally have expired.”

600.549h Fifty-sixth judicial circuit.
Sec. 549h.

If the county of Barry approves the reformation of the fifth judicial circuit pursuant to law, and the county of
Eaton approves the creation of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit pursuant to law, the fifty-sixth judicial circuit consists
of the county of Eaton and has 1 judge effective January 1, 1991. Subject to section 550, this judicial circuit may
have 1 additional judge effective January 1, 1991.

History: Add. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990

Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act
pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1,
1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in
Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she
was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.549i Fifty-seventh judicial circuit.
Sec. 549i.

If the county of Charlevoix approves the reformation of the thirty-third judicial circuit pursuant to law, and the
county of Emmet approves the creation of the fifty-seventh judicial circuit pursuant to law, the fifty-seventh judicial
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circuit consists of the county of Emmet and has 1 judge effective January 1, 1995.

History: Add. 1994, Act 138, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1994

600.550 Additional circuit judgeship; creation; approval by county; resolution; filing; valid approval of
judgeship; notice to elections division; effect of approval; state's obligation; election; first term; temporary
reduction in number of circuit judgeships; notice.

Sec. 550.

(1) An additional circuit judgeship permitted by this chapter shall not be authorized to be filled by election unless
each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation of
that judgeship and unless the clerk of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the
state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the sixteenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the
election to fill the additional circuit judgeship. The state court administrator shall immediately notify the elections
division of the department of state with respect to each new circuit judgeship authorized pursuant to this
subsection. If a circuit judgeship is permitted by law to be authorized without a resolution being adopted by the
county board of commissioners, the state court administrator shall immediately notify the elections division of the
department of state with respect to each new circuit judgeship authorized.

(2) A resolution required under subsection (1) that is filed before the effective date of the amendatory act that
authorized that judgeship is a valid approval of the judgeship for purposes of this section only if the filing occurs
within the 2-year state legislative session during which the amendatory act was enacted. A resolution required
under subsection (1) that is filed after the effective date of the amendatory act that added that judgeship is a valid
approval of the judgeship for purposes of this section only if the filing occurs not later than 4 p.m. of the sixteenth
Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election immediately preceding the effective date of the additional
judgeship.

(3) By permitting an additional judgeship, or by restoring a judgeship after a temporary reduction in judgeships
as described in subsection (5), the legislature is not creating that judgeship. If a county, acting through its board of
commissioners, approves the creation of an additional circuit judgeship, that approval constitutes an exercise of the
county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or service offered in the
county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by 1979 PA 101, MCL
21.231 to 21.244, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may
result from the creation of the judgeship. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation
to pay the same portion of the additional judge's salary which is paid by the state to the other judges of the same
circuit, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the county for the necessary costs of state requirements established
by a state law which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.

(4) Each additional circuit judgeship created pursuant to subsection (1) shall be filled by election pursuant to the
Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992. The first term of each additional circuit judgeship
shall be 6 years, unless the law permitting the additional judgeship provides for a term of a different length.

(5) If, by law, the number of judgeships in a judicial circuit is temporarily reduced for a period of not more than 6
years and then restored to the number of judgeships that existed before the temporary reduction, the restored
judgeship or judgeships are not considered additional circuit judgeships for purposes of this section, and a
resolution of approval under subsection (1) is not required.

(6) A temporary reduction in the number of circuit judgeships in a judicial circuit shall not take effect unless both
of the following occur:

(a) Each county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, supports the
temporary reduction in the number of judgeships.

(b) The clerk of each county adopting the resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court
administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the sixteenth Tuesday preceding the date on which the August primary would
have been held for the judgeship that is being eliminated. A resolution required under subdivision (a) that is filed
before the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subsection is valid if the filing occurs within the 2-
year state legislative session during which the amendatory act was enacted.

(7) The state court administrator shall immediately notify the elections division of the department of state with
respect to either of the following:

(a) A temporary reduction in the number of judgeships in a judicial circuit.

(b) The restoration of the number of judgeships in a judicial circuit, after a temporary reduction in that number.
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History: Add. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 95, Imd. Eff. Apr. 23, 1984 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May
27,1988 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;-- Am. 2009, Act 228, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5,2010

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8§ years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Section 2 of Act 134
of 1988 provides: “Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be authorized to be filled by election unless each
county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk
of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth
Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”Section 2 of Act 54 of 1990 provides:“If a new
judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the affected
judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton county shall become the judge of the fifty-sixth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.550a New judicial circuit and 1 or more circuit judgeships; creation; approval by county; resolution;
filing; notice to elections division; effect of approval; state's obligation; election; first term; approval of
county board of commissioners not required.

Sec. 550a.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, if a new judicial circuit is proposed by law, that new circuit is
not created and any circuit judgeship proposed for the circuit is not authorized or filled by election unless each
county in the proposed circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation
of the new circuit and each judgeship proposed for the circuit and unless the clerk of each county adopting that
resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the sixteenth
Tuesday preceding the August primary immediately following the effective date of the amendatory act permitting
the creation of the new circuit. The state court administrator shall immediately notify the elections division of the
department of state with respect to each new judicial circuit and circuit judgeship authorized under this subsection.

(2) By proposing a new judicial circuit and 1 or more circuit judgeships for the circuit, the legislature is not
creating that circuit or any judgeship in the circuit. If a county, acting through its board of commissioners, approves
the creation of a new circuit and 1 or more circuit judgeships proposed by law for that circuit, that approval
constitutes an exercise of the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity
or service offered in the county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by
1979 PA 101, MCL 21.231 to 21.244, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all expenses and capital
improvements that may result from the creation of the new circuit and each judgeship. However, the exercise of the
option does not affect the state's obligation to pay a portion of the circuit judge's or judges' salary as provided by
law, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the county for the necessary costs of state requirements established by
a state law that takes effect on or after December 23, 1978.

(3) Each circuit judgeship created under subsection (1) must be filled by election under the Michigan election
law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992. The first term of each circuit judgeship is 6 years, unless the law
permitting the creation of the new circuit and 1 or more judgeships provides for a term of a different length.

(4) The reformation of the eleventh, twenty-third, twenty-sixth, thirty-fourth, fiftieth, and fifty-third judicial
circuits under 2002 PA 92 does not require a resolution of approval by the county board of commissioners under
this section or section 550.

(5) The reformation of the twenty-seventh and fifty-first judicial circuits under the amendatory act that added this
subsection does not require a resolution of approval by the county board of commissioners under this section or
section 550.
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History: Add. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 54, Imd. Eff. Apr. 11, 1990 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31,
2003 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 36, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28, 2012 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 7, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.*“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Section 2 of Act 54
of 1990 provides:“If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created under this amendatory act pursuant to section 550a, the change in the
composition of the affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1991. If the fifty-sixth judicial circuit is created
pursuant to this amendatory act, the incumbent judge of the fifth judicial circuit who resides in Eaton county shall become the judge of the
fifty-sixth judicial circuit on January 1, 1991, and shall serve until the term for which he or she was elected in the fifth judicial circuit expires.”

600.551 Additional courtroom facilities in multi-judge counties.
Sec. 551.

The boards of supervisors of counties of circuits which have more than 1 circuit judge shall provide additional
courtroom facilities as they are required for the prompt and orderly dispatch of business.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.555 Circuit judge; annual salary; expenses; assisting other courts.
Sec. 555.

(1) Each circuit judge shall receive an annual salary payable by the state as calculated under this section and may
receive from any county in which he or she regularly holds court an additional salary as determined from time to
time by the county board of commissioners. In any county where an additional salary is granted, it shall be paid at
the same rate to all circuit judges regularly holding court in that county.

(2) Each circuit judge shall receive an annual salary calculated as follows:

(a) An annual salary payable by the state that is the difference between 85% of the salary of a justice of the
supreme court as of December 31, 2015 and $45,724.00.

(b) In addition to the amount calculated under subdivision (a), a salary payable by the county or counties of the
judicial circuit. The state shall reimburse to a county or counties paying an additional salary to a circuit judge
$45,724.00, if the total additional salary, including any cost-of-living allowance, payable by that county or counties
to a circuit judge is neither less than nor more than $45,724.00. If the county or counties pay a circuit judge less
than or more than $45,724.00, the county or counties are not entitled to reimbursement from the state under this
subsection.

(c) In addition to the amounts under subdivisions (a) and (b), an amount payable by the state that is equal to the
amounts calculated under subdivisions (a) and (b) multiplied by the compounded aggregate percentage pay
increases, excluding lump-sum payments, paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as
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executives and administrators on or after January 1, 2016. The additional salary under this subdivision takes effect
on the same date as the effective date of the pay increase paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees
classified as executives and administrators. The additional salary under this subdivision shall not be based on a pay
increase paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as executives and administrators if the
effective date of the increase was before January 1, 2016.

(3) Each circuit judge who holds court in a county other than the county of his or her residence shall be
reimbursed for his or her actual and necessary expenses incurred in holding court. Each circuit judge entitled to the
reimbursement shall certify the expenses incurred to the court administrator for allowance. Upon allowance by the
administrator, the state treasurer shall issue a warrant on the state treasury for payment.

(4) A circuit judge whose case load is less than other circuit judges may be authorized by the supreme court or
state court administrator to assist other courts and perform other judicial duties for limited periods or specific
assignments. This subsection shall not be construed as a directive to the supreme court or state court administrator.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1963, Act 172, Eff. Sept. 6, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 284, Imd. Eff. July 22, 1965 ;-- Am.
1966, Act 252, Eff. Jan. 1, 1967 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 248, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1971 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1995, Act
259, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 31, Imd. Eff. Mar. 8, 2016

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.““(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4.
Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202,
8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September
1,1981.”

600.557 “Senior judge” defined; assignment of senior judge to hear and decide nonjury civil action;
contents and filing of stipulation; fees and costs; approval; powers, duties, and immunity of senior judge;
provisions applicable to senior judge; service not constituting retirement service; public trial; site of trial;
transcript; final judgment; appeal not available; enforceability of judgment; failure to assign senior judge;
inability of senior judge to hear action; withdrawal of stipulation.

Sec. 557.

(1) As used in this section and sections 557a and 557b, "senior judge" means a former justice of the supreme
court, or a former judge of the court of appeals, circuit court, recorder's court, probate court, district court,
common pleas court, or a municipal court, who meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Was once elected to judicial office in this state.

(b) At the time of assignment under this section, does not hold a judicial office by appointment or election.

(c) Has never been removed from judicial office pursuant to article VI or article XI of the state constitution of
1963, or as otherwise allowed by law.

(d) Is a member in good standing of the state bar of Michigan.

(e) Is a legal resident of this state.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, in any nonjury civil action pending in any court of this state,
with the consent of all the parties to the action, the parties may stipulate to the assignment of a senior judge to hear
and decide the action pursuant to this section and sections 557a and 557b.

(3) The stipulation shall contain all of the following:

(a) The names of 2 senior judges, agreed upon by all the parties to the action, selected from a list of senior
judges approved by the supreme court.

(b) A realistic estimate of the number of judicial hours it will take to hear the action and to perform all of the
functions required of the senior judge.

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 73 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



(c) The hourly rate of compensation the parties agree to pay the senior judge for his or her services. The hourly
rate of compensation shall not be greater than an hourly rate which, if computed on a daily basis, would exceed the
daily salary paid to a judge of the court in which the action is pending.

(d) A realistic estimate of the costs of trial, including notice, the services of a court reporter, the rental of an
appropriate site to hold the trial, necessary expenses of the senior judge and support staff including travel, lodging,
and meals, and other costs of trial as are appropriate.

(e) A determination as to who is responsible for initial payment of the costs of the action, and who is responsible
for those costs upon final judgment.

(f) A realistic estimate of the cost to the local unit of government for administering the senior judge civil action
fund created in section 557b, for that action.

(4) The stipulation shall be filed with the chief judge of the court in which the action is pending together with a
copy of a receipt from the clerk of the court indicating that the fees and costs were deposited with the clerk of the
court for deposit in the funds established in each judicial circuit pursuant to sections 557a and 557b.

(5) If the chief judge of the court in which the action is pending approves the stipulation of the parties, the
stipulation shall be forwarded to the supreme court for approval and assignment of the senior judge. If the supreme
court, through its direct order or through the state court administrator, approves the stipulation and assigns a senior
judge named in the stipulation, the assignment takes effect upon entry of the order of approval by the chief judge.

(6) The senior judge assigned to hear the action shall exercise the same powers and duties as a judge sitting
without a jury in the court in which the action is pending. The senior judge has the same immunity from criminal
and civil liability in connection with the exercise of his or her powers and duties as judge as does a judge of the
court in which the action is pending.

(7) All of the following are applicable to a senior judge, while hearing and deciding an action under this section:

(a) The senior judge is subject to the provisions of the code of judicial conduct.

(b) The senior judge is prohibited from holding a nonjudicial office to the same extent as a judge of the court in
which the action is pending, pursuant to section 2 of article III of the state constitution of 1963.

(c) The senior judge may be censured, suspended, or removed the same as a judge of the court in which the
action is pending.

(8) Service as a senior judge does not constitute service for purposes of retirement in any public retirement
system in this state.

(9) A trial conducted pursuant to this section shall be a public trial.

(10) A trial conducted pursuant to this section shall be held within the venue of the court in which the action is
pending. Unless the trial is held in a facility provided by the court in which the action is pending, notice of the site
of the trial shall be published by the clerk of the court in which the action is pending in a legally designated
newspaper circulating within the jurisdiction of the court in which the action is pending not less than 7 days before
the commencement date of trial and shall be entered upon the court file of the court in which the action is pending
not less than 7 days before the date of trial.

(11) A written transcript of the proceedings shall be filed in the court in which the action is pending upon the
request of any party at that party's expense, or upon the request of the senior judge, in which case the expense shall
be allocated by the senior judge among the parties.

(12) Except for good cause shown to the chief judge of the court in which the action is pending, a final judgment
shall be entered by the senior judge within 21 days after all parties have submitted their closing proofs and
arguments. An order, decision, or judgment of the senior judge is conclusive, and appeal shall not be available to
any party. The order, decision, or judgment is enforceable to the same extent as an order, decision, or judgment of
the court in which the action was pending.

(13) If neither of the senior judges selected by the parties is assigned by the supreme court, or if the assigned
senior judge is unable to hear the action for any reason, both of the following shall apply:

(a) The parties to the stipulation may select 2 other senior judges from the list approved by the supreme court
and resubmit the stipulation for approval and assignment of a senior judge to hear the action without the payment
of an additional stipulation assignment fee under section 557a.

(b) Any of the parties to the stipulation may elect to withdraw the stipulation for the assignment of a senior judge
and all deposits paid will be refunded except the stipulation assignment fee under section 557a.

(14) A stipulation for the assignment of a senior judge to hear the action may be withdrawn only as provided in
subsection (13) or with the consent of the senior judge assigned to hear the action. Upon withdrawal of a
stipulation for the assignment of a senior judge to hear the action, the action shall regain the same status it had
before the filing of the stipulation or as may be ordered by the chief judge of the court in which the action is
pending.

History: Add. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990
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600.557a Stipulation assignment fee fund.
Sec. 557a.

(1) There is established in the circuit court in each judicial circuit a stipulation assignment fee fund. A stipulation
assignment fee of $250.00 shall be paid into the fund by each party to the action. The fee is not refundable.

(2) The total fees received pursuant to subsection (1) shall be used for the provision of civil legal services
through the legal aid and defender association of Detroit or through existing legal services and legal aid programs
funded by the legal services corporation. By January 30 of each year, the circuit court shall distribute the fees
received during the previous calendar year pursuant to subsection (1) solely to the existing civil legal services
programs within its judicial circuit. If more than 1 civil legal service program exists within the judicial circuit, each
program shall receive an equal share of the funds.

History: Add. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990

600.557b Senior judge civil action fund.
Sec. 557b.

(1) There is established in the circuit court in each judicial circuit a senior judge civil action fund. The senior
judge civil action fund shall be used to pay the compensation and costs of actions under this section. The following
money shall be deposited in the senior judge civil action fund:

(a) A sum of money equal to the estimated compensation that will be due the senior judge for his or her services,
costs, and actual and necessary expenses as provided in section 557(3)(b), (c), (d), and (f).

(b) A sum of money equal to the estimated costs of trial as provided in section 557(3)(d) and ().

(c) Such other funds as provided by law or by court rule.

(2) Before receiving payment from the fund, a senior judge shall file a detailed statement of services rendered and
costs incurred. The chief judge of the court in which the action is pending shall review and approve the statement.
The clerk shall reimburse the senior judge for actual and necessary expenses and for services according to the
hourly rate provided for in the stipulation, up to the amount deposited in the fund by the parties to the action.

(3) The senior judge may file for interim payments and need not await the conclusion of the trial to be partially
compensated or reimbursed for expenses.

(4) If the chief judge of the court in which the action is pending considers at any time that the parties have not
deposited a sufficient sum to cover the compensation that will be due the senior judge or for the costs of the trial,
the chief judge may order the parties to deposit an additional amount to provide for compensation and costs. The
chief judge may adjourn the trial until the additional amount is deposited. If the designated additional amount is not
paid within 10 days after entry of an order for the additional amount, the chief judge may take such appropriate
actions as considered necessary, including returning the action to the status it had before the filing of the
stipulation, for failure to comply with the order for the additional amount.

(5) Money deposited in the senior judge civil action fund in excess of the actual compensation and costs of the
trial shall be refunded to the parties within a reasonable time after final judgment.

History: Add. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990

600.558 Repealed. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to visiting judges.
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600.560 Judges; absence or disability, authority of judge in adjoining circuit.
Sec. 560.

In case of the absence or disability of all the circuit judges of any judicial circuit in this state, the circuit judge of
any adjoining circuit is authorized to grant any order which may be made by a circuit judge at chambers with
reference to any suit or action pending or about to be brought in the circuit from which the judge or judges thereof
may be absent or unable to act. A recital of such absence or disability in any order so granted shall be conclusive
evidence thereof.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.562 Judges; practice of law prohibited.
Sec. 562.

The circuit court judges shall not practice as attorneys or counselors in any court of the state, nor shall they
engage in the practice of law for compensation. No circuit judge may have any law partner practicing in the circuit
of which he is a judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.563, 600.564 Repealed. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed sections pertained to executive committee and executive chief judge.

COURT OFFICERS

600.565 Judicial clerks; appointment, duties, salary.
Sec. 565.

(1) Upon recommendation of the circuit judges of the county, the governor may

(a) appoint the indicated number of judicial clerks in the specified circuits and counties as follows:

(i) one clerk in counties having 2 or more judges,

(ii) three or more clerks in counties having more than 1,000,000 population;

(b) remove the judicial clerks and appoint successors.

(2) The judicial clerks shall

(a) perform such duties as the circuit judges prescribe in connection with the court's business;

(b) receive an annual salary from the county, payable in monthly installments,

(i) in accordance with the official salary plan of the county where the county has adopted civil service under Act
No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, as amended, being sections 38.401 to 38.428, inclusive, of the Compiled Laws
of 1948;

(ii) as fixed and determined by the board of supervisors for the county where the county has not adopted civil
service. The board of supervisors may increase the judicial clerk's salary at any regular October session.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963
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600.567 Repealed. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to executive court administrator.

600.571 Circuit court clerks; duties, accounting.
Sec. 571.

The county clerk of each county shall

(a) Be the clerk of the circuit court for the county.

(b) Attend the circuit court sessions.

(c) Appoint in counties with more than 1 circuit judge or having more than 100,000 population but less than
1,000,000 a deputy for each judge and approved by the judge to attend the court sessions. Each deputy shall
receive a salary of at least $6,500.00.

(d) On the first day of each court term render an accounting to the court of all funds, stocks or securities
deposited with the court clerk pursuant to court order.

(e) Within 10 days after the beginning of each court term pay over to the county treasurer all fees belonging to
the county received during the preceding court term together with an accounting thereof.

(f) Have the care and custody of all the records, seals, books and papers pertaining to the office of the clerk of
such court, and filed or deposited therein, and shall provide such books for entering the proceedings in said court,
as the judge thereof shall direct.

(g) Perform such duties as may be prescribed by court rule. Whenever in any statute of this state, the designation
"register in chancery" occurs, it shall be deemed to apply to the clerk of the circuit court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1965, Act 31, Imd. Eff. May 14, 1965 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 343, Eff. Jan. 1, 1967

600.572 Deposits with court; bond of clerk.
Sec. 572.

The circuit judge in his discretion may

(a) make and file with the clerk of the court rules and regulations concerning funds, stocks, or securities
deposited with the court pursuant to court order;

(b) require the court clerk to file a bond with the county treasurer conditioned that said clerk shall, in all respects
comply with the requirements of law and the court rules in the handling and management of such funds, and to
faithfully account for the same.

(3) Whenever the court directs by order that stocks and securities be deposited with a court officer, they shall be
taken in the name of the court clerk. Upon the death, removal from office, or resignation of a court clerk, all bank
accounts, stocks, or securities vested in him by virtue of his office shall vest in his successor.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.573 Deposits with court; deposit in bank.
Sec. 573.

All funds, stocks, or securities deposited with the court for or by any person and received by the court clerk
shall be deposited in a bank or otherwise safeguarded in the manner directed by the court.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.574 Deposits with court; certificate; securities, accounting.
Sec. 574.

Any funds which the clerk deposits in a bank shall be evidenced by a certificate from the bank cashier except for
stocks or securities deposited in a safety deposit box as directed by the court. The certificate shall state that the
amount deposited is actually in the bank, is credited to the clerk's account, and is not mingled with any other
account. Stocks or securities deposited in a safety deposit box shall be accounted for as directed by the court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1970, Act 60, Imd. Eff. July 10, 1970

600.575 Deposits with court; payment on court order.
Sec. 575.

Funds which the clerk deposits in a bank to the credit of any officer of the court shall be paid out by the bank
only upon presentation of a court order signed by the circuit judge.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.576 Deposits with court; liability of payor.
Sec. 576.

A person depositing funds, stocks, or securities with the court clerk pursuant to court order is discharged from
all further liability to the extent of the deposit.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.579 Deputy circuit court clerks; appointment, salary.
Sec. 579.

(1) In counties having a population of more than 1,000,000 or that shall hereafter attain a population of more
than 1,000,000 and that have adopted civil service under Act No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, as amended,
being sections 38.401 to 38.428 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, the county clerk shall appoint or promote from the
classified eligible list of the civil service a chief deputy circuit court clerk and at least 1 deputy circuit court clerk for
each acting circuit judge in the county.

(2) In counties that may hereafter attain a population of more than 1,000,000 and that have not adopted civil
service under Act No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, the county clerk shall appoint a chief deputy circuit court
clerk and at least 1 deputy circuit court clerk for each acting circuit judge in the county.

(3) The salary of the deputy circuit court clerks shall be not less than $10,750.00 per year; and shall be paid in
the same manner and at the same time that other county employees are paid.

(4) The civil service commission, with the approval of the board of supervisors in counties of more than
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1,000,000 population which have adopted civil service under Act No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, may, by
resolution, provide for increase in the salaries of deputy circuit court clerks.

(5) The board of supervisors in counties that may hereafter attain a population of more than 1,000,000 and that
have not adopted civil service under Act No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, may, by resolution, provide for
increase in the salaries of deputy circuit court clerks.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1964, Act 103, Eff. Aug. 28, 1964 ;-- Am. 1966, Act 343, Eff. Jan. 1, 1967

Compiler's Notes: The bill was presented to the governor on September 12, 1966, at 11:16 a.m., and not having been returned by him to the
house in which it originated became law on September 26, 1966, at 11:16 o'clock a.m., the legislature having continued in session. (See 1966
Senate Journal, p. 2472.)

600.581 Sheriff and deputy; attendance at court sessions.
Sec. 581.

The sheriff of the county, or his deputy, shall attend the circuit court, probate court, and district court sessions,
when requested by these courts, and the sessions of other courts as required by law. The judge in his discretion:

(a) shall fix, determine, and regulate the attendance at court sessions of the sheriff and his deputies;

(b) may fine the sheriff and his deputies for failure to attend.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975

600.582 Sheriff and deputy; officers of court; powers; disobedience or default.
Sec. 582.

The sheriff and his deputies:

(a) are officers of the court for the purpose of executing the process of the court;

(b) may execute all lawful orders and process of the court in any county of the state;

(c) to whom process is directed may be punished for disobedience or default therein in the manner prescribed by
law.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975

600.584 Sheriff and deputy, coroner; aid in performing duties.
Sec. 584.

The sheriff, his deputies, and any coroner or constable having the power to perform such duty may require
suitable aid in

(a) serving process in civil or criminal cases;

(b) preserving the peace;

(c) apprehending or securing any person for felony or breach of the peace.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963
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600.585 Sheriff and deputy, coroner; power of the county.
Sec. 585.

Whenever the sheriff, a deputy, coroner, or a constable encounters resistance in serving process or reasonably
believes that resistance will be encountered, he may take the power of the county and proceed therewith to serve
the process.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.586 Sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county medical examiner licensed to practice law; prohibited conduct;
exceptions; violation as civil infraction; penalty.

Sec. 586.

(1) A sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county medical examiner licensed to practice law in this state shall not do either
of the following:

(a) Serve process in an action in which he or she acts as attorney or counsel for a party.

(b) Appear in court as attorney or counsel for a criminal defendant, except in a criminal or civil contempt
proceeding.

(2) This section does not prohibit either of the following:

(a) A county from limiting or prohibiting the practice of law by a sheriff, deputy sheriff, or county medical
examiner.

(b) A sheriff from limiting or prohibiting the practice of law by a deputy sheriff.

(3) A person who violates subsection (1) is responsible for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a
civil fine of not more than $500.00.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1992, Act 255, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Apr. 18, 1996

600.587 Sheriff, constable, or other officer; wilful neglect to execute process; penalty.
Sec. 587.

A sheriff, constable, or other officer who wilfully neglects to execute any:

(a) attachment,

(b) summons,

(c) precept to summon a jury,

(d) warrant to apprehend a witness or any other person, or

(e) any other process authorized to be issued by any judge which is directed and delivered to him may be fined by
the judge who issued the process in a sum not exceeding $100.00.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975

600.588 Sheriff and deputy, constable; attending jury.
Sec. 588.

Any sheriff, constable, or other officer, who has summoned any jury as mentioned in section 587 above, shall
attend the jury and take charge of them when required to do so by the officer issuing the summons. For any wilful
neglect to obey the order to do so or for any misconduct while attending the jury, by which the rights or remedies

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 80 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



of any party to the proceedings may be impaired or prejudiced, he shall be liable to be fined in a sum not exceeding
$100.00 by the officer before whom the jury appeared.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.589 Fine; excuse, remission.
Sec. 589.

Upon any fine being imposed in any of the cases hereinbefore specified, notice thereof shall be given to the
person fined, to the end that he may, within a reasonable time, render any excuse to the officer imposing such fine,
or show cause why such fine should be remitted.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.591 Operation of circuit court; appropriation; employer; authority; collective bargaining;
appointment, supervision, discipline, or dismissal of employees; transfer of employees; effect of existing
collective bargaining agreement; control of employees; applicability of subsections (2) to (9) to third judicial
circuit employees; chief judge as principal administrator; “county-paid employees of the circuit court”
defined.

Sec. 591.

(1) The county board of commissioners in each county shall annually appropriate, by line-item or lump-sum
budget, funds for the operation of the circuit court in that county. However, before a county board of
commissioners may appropriate a lump-sum budget, the chief judge of the judicial circuit shall submit to the county
board of commissioners a budget request in line-item form with appropriate detail. A court that receives a line-item
budget shall not exceed a line-item appropriation or transfer funds between line items without the prior approval of
the county board of commissioners. A court that receives a lump-sum budget shall not exceed that budget without
the prior approval of the county board of commissioners.

(2) In a single-county circuit, the county is the employer of the county-paid employees of the circuit court in that
county. In a multicounty circuit, the employer of the county-paid employees of the circuit court shall be as follows:
(a) As determined pursuant to a contract entered into by the counties within the circuit under Act No. 8 of the

Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1967, being sections 124.531 to 124.536 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(b) If the counties within the circuit do not enter into an agreement described in subdivision (a), each county is
the employer of the county-paid employees who serve in that county or who are designated by agreement of the
counties within the circuit as being employed by that county.

(3) The employer of county-paid employees of the circuit court designated under subsection (2), in concurrence
with the chief judge of the circuit court, has the following authority:

(a) To establish personnel policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, policies and procedures relating
to compensation, fringe benefits, pensions, holidays, leave, work schedules, discipline, grievances, personnel
records, probation, and hiring and termination practices.

(b) To make and enter into collective bargaining agreements with representatives of the county-paid employees
of the circuit court in that county or in the counties covered by a contract entered into under subsection (2)(a).

(4) If the employer of the county-paid employees of the circuit court and the chief judge of the circuit court are
not able to concur on the exercise of their authority as to any matter described in subsection (3)(a), that authority
shall be exercised by either the employer or the chief judge as follows:

(a) The employer has the authority to establish policies and procedures relating to compensation, fringe benefits,
pensions, holidays, and leave.

(b) The chief judge has authority to establish policies and procedures relating to work schedules, discipline,
grievances, personnel records, probation, hiring and termination practices, and other personnel matters not included
in subdivision (a).

(5) The employer of the county-paid employees of the circuit court designated under subsection (2) and the chief
judge of the circuit court each may appoint an agent for collective bargaining conducted under subsections (3) and
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4).

(6) The chief judge of the circuit court in the county may elect not to participate in the collective bargaining
process for county-paid employees of the circuit court.

(7) Except as otherwise provided by law, the chief judge of the circuit court in each judicial circuit shall appoint,
supervise, discipline, or dismiss the employees of the circuit court in that judicial circuit in accordance with
personnel policies and procedures developed pursuant to subsection (3) or (4) and any applicable collective
bargaining agreement. Compensation of the employees of the circuit court in each judicial circuit shall be paid by
the county or counties comprising the judicial circuit.

(8) If the implementation of the 1996 amendatory act that amended this section requires a transfer of court
employees or a change of employers, all employees of the former court employer shall be transferred to, and
appointed as employees of, the appropriate employer designated under subsection (2) subject to all rights and
benefits they held with the former court employer. An employee who is transferred shall not, by reason of the
transfer, be placed in any worse position with respect to worker's compensation, pension, seniority, wages, sick
leave, vacation, health and welfare insurance, or any other terms and conditions of employment that the employee
enjoyed as an employee of the former court employer. The rights and benefits protected by this subsection may be
altered by a future collective bargaining agreement or, for employees not covered by collective bargaining
agreements, by benefit plans as established and adopted by the employer designated under subsection (2). An
employee who is transferred shall not be made subject to any residency requirements by the employer designated
under subsection (2).

(9) The employer designated under subsection (2) shall assume and be bound by any existing collective
bargaining agreement held by the former court employer and, except where the existing collective bargaining
agreement may otherwise permit, shall retain the employees covered by that collective bargaining agreement. A
transfer of court employees shall not adversely affect any existing rights and obligations contained in the existing
collective bargaining agreement.

(10) When performing services in a courtroom, employees of the circuit court are subject to the control of the
judge holding court in the courtroom.

(11) Subsections (2) to (9) shall not apply to the employees serving in the circuit court in the third judicial
circuit.

(12) The role of the chief judge under this section is that of the principal administrator of the officers and
personnel of the court and is not that of a representative of a source of funding. The state is not a party to the
contract. Except as otherwise provided by law, the state is not the employer of court officers or personnel and is
not liable for claims arising out of the employment relationship of court officers or personnel or arising out of the
conduct of court officers or personnel.

(13) As used in this section, "county-paid employees of the circuit court" means persons employed in the circuit
court in a county who receive any compensation as a direct result of an annual budget appropriation approved by
the county board of commissioners of that county, but does not include a judge of the circuit court.

History: Add. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996
Constitutionality: The Michigan Supreme Court held in Judicial Attorneys Association v Michigan, 459 Mich 291; 597 NW2d 113 (1999),
that MCL 600.593a (3)-(10) and parallel provisions of MCL 600.591, 600.837, 600.8271, 600.8273, and 600.8274 violate the separation of
powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2 and are unconstitutional. 1996 PA 374 provided that a local council created pursuant to the act or
Wayne County became the employer of the employees of the Third Circuit and Recorder's Courts. The Court ruled that because subsections
(3)-(10) of MCL 600.593a are not a sufficiently limited exercise by one branch of another branch's power that they impermissibly interfere
with the judiciary's inherent authority to manage its internal operations and, therefore, are unconstitutional because they violate the separation
of powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2.

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.“(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4.
Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202,
8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September
1,1981.”
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600.592 Repealed. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to employees of state judicial council serving in circuit court in third judicial circuit.

600.593 Employee of circuit court in third judicial circuit as employee of Wayne county judicial council or
of Wayne county.

Sec. 593.

Effective October 1, 1996, each employee of the former state judicial council serving in the circuit court in the
third judicial circuit shall become an employee of the Wayne county judicial council if that council is created
pursuant to section 593a, or, if that council is not created, shall become an employee of the county of Wayne.

History: Add. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Constitutionality: The Michigan Supreme Court held in Judicial Attorneys Association v Michigan, 459 Mich 291; 597 NW2d 113 (1999),
that MCL 600.593a (3)-(10) and parallel provisions of MCL 600.591, 600.837, 600.8271, 600.8273, and 600.8274 violate the separation of
powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2 and are unconstitutional. 1996 PA 374 provided that a local council created pursuant to the act or
Wayne County became the employer of the employees of the Third Circuit and Recorder's Courts. The Court ruled that because subsections
(3)-(10) of MCL 600.593a are not a sufficiently limited exercise by one branch of another branch's power that they impermissibly interfere
with the judiciary's inherent authority to manage its internal operations and, therefore, are unconstitutional because they violate the separation
of powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2.

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4.
Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202,
8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September
1, 1981.”

600.593a Wayne county judicial council; creation; successor agency; composition; employees of former
state judicial council serving in third judicial circuit court; authority of employer or chief judge; collective
bargaining agent; election not to participate in collective bargaining process; appointment, supervision,
discipline, or dismissal of employees; compensation; chief judge as principal administrator; transfer of
employees; effect of existing collective bargaining agreement; annual leave; state employees' retirement
system.

Sec. 593a.

(1) The county board of commissioners of the county of Wayne, by resolution, may create the Wayne county
judicial council. The council shall be created not later than September 30, 1996, and, if created, shall begin
exercising its powers and duties effective October 1, 1996.

(2) The Wayne county judicial council, if created, shall be a successor agency to the state judicial council and,
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effective October 1, 1996, shall be the employer of those employees of the former state judicial council assigned to
serve in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. The composition
of the Wayne county judicial council and its powers and duties shall be as prescribed by resolution of the county
board of commissioners of the county of Wayne.

(3) If the Wayne county judicial council is not created pursuant to subsection (1), the employees of the former
state judicial council serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit or in the recorder's court of the city of
Detroit shall become employees of the county of Wayne, effective October 1, 1996.

(4) The employer designated under subsection (2) or (3), in concurrence with the chief judge of the appropriate
court, has the following authority:

(a) To establish personnel policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, policies and procedures relating
to compensation, fringe benefits, pensions, holidays, leave, work schedules, discipline, grievances, personnel
records, probation, and hiring and termination practices.

(b) To make and enter into collective bargaining agreements with representatives of those employees.

(5) If the employer designated under subsection (2) or (3) and the appropriate chief judge are not able to concur
on the exercise of their authority as to any matter described in subsection (4)(a), that authority shall be exercised by
either the employer or the chief judge as follows:

(a) The employer has the authority to establish policies and procedures relating to compensation, fringe benefits,
pensions, holidays, and leave.

(b) The chief judge has authority to establish policies and procedures relating to work schedules, discipline,
grievances, personnel records, probation, hiring and termination practices, and other personnel matters not included
in subdivision (a).

(6) The employer and the chief judge each may appoint an agent for collective bargaining conducted under
subsections (4) and (5).

(7) The chief judge of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit or of the recorder's court may elect not to
participate in the collective bargaining process for the employees in that court.

(8) Except as otherwise provided by law, the chief judge of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit or of the
recorder's court shall appoint, supervise, discipline, or dismiss the employees of that court in accordance with
personnel policies and procedures developed pursuant to subsection (4) or (5) and any applicable collective
bargaining agreement. Compensation of the employees serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and
serving in the recorder's court of the city of Detroit shall be paid by the county of Wayne.

(9) The role of the chief judge under this section is that of the principal administrator of the officers and
personnel of the court and is not that of a representative of a source of funding. The state is not a party to the
contract. Except as otherwise provided by law, the state is not the employer of court officers or personnel and is
not liable for claims arising out of the employment relationship of court officers or personnel or arising out of the
conduct of court officers or personnel.

(10) All employees of the former state judicial council serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit or in
the recorder’s court shall be transferred to, and appointed as, employees of the appropriate employer designated
under subsection (2) or (3), subject to all rights and benefits they held with the former court employer. An
employee who is transferred shall not, by reason of the transfer, be placed in any worse position with respect to
worker's compensation, pension, seniority, wages, sick leave, vacation, health and welfare insurance, or any other
terms and conditions of employment that the employee enjoyed as an employee of the former court employer. The
rights and benefits protected by this subsection may be altered by a future collective bargaining agreement or, for
employees not covered by collective bargaining agreements, by benefit plans as established and adopted by the
employer designated under subsection (2) or (3). An employee who is transferred shall not be made subject to any
residency requirements by the employer designated under subsection (2) or (3).

(11) The appropriate employer designated under subsection (2) or (3) shall assume and be bound by any existing
collective bargaining agreement held by the former state judicial council and, except where the existing collective
bargaining agreement may otherwise permit, shall retain the employees covered by that collective bargaining
agreement. A transfer of court employees shall not adversely affect any existing rights and obligations contained in
the existing collective bargaining agreement.

(12) Annual leave which an employee of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit or the recorder's court of the
city of Detroit has accumulated before October 1, 1996, shall be transferred with the employee as a result of the
employee becoming an employee of the employer designated under subsection (2) or (3). Before January 1, 1997,
the state shall pay to the county of Wayne the value of annual leave accumulated before October 1, 1996 in excess
of 160 hours for each state judicial council employee who becomes an employee of the employer designated under
subsection (2) or (3). The value of accumulated annual leave that is paid to the county of Wayne shall include the
annual payroll factor of 23.62% for FICA and retirement for the state fiscal year beginning October 1, 1995.

(13) The appropriate employer designated under subsection (2) or (3) shall pay to the state employees'
retirement system, on a quarterly basis, an amount based upon the contribution rates determined under section 38
of the state employees' retirement act, Act No. 240 of the Public Acts of 1943, being section 38.38 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, in the manner prescribed by the state employees' retirement system.
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History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Constitutionality: The Michigan Supreme Court held in Judicial Attorneys Association v Michigan, 459 Mich 291; 597 NW2d 113 (1999),
that MCL 600.593a (3)-(10) and parallel provisions of MCL 600.591, 600.837, 600.8271, 600.8273, and 600.8274 violate the separation of
powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2 and are unconstitutional. 1996 PA 374 provided that a local council created pursuant to the act or
Wayne County became the employer of the employees of the Third Circuit and Recorder's Courts. The Court ruled that because subsections
(3)-(10) of MCL 600.593a are not a sufficiently limited exercise by one branch of another branch's power that they impermissibly interfere
with the judiciary's inherent authority to manage its internal operations and, therefore, are unconstitutional because they violate the separation
of powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2.

600.594 Employee as member of state employees' retirement system.
Sec. 594.

An employee of the former state judicial council serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit who
becomes an employee of the Wayne county judicial council or the county of Wayne serving in the circuit court in
the third judicial circuit on October 1, 1996 shall remain a member of the state employees' retirement system
created by the state employees' retirement act, Act No. 240 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 38.1 to 38.49
of the Michigan Compiled Laws. An employee of the former state judicial council serving in the recorder's court of
the city of Detroit who becomes an employee of the Wayne county judicial council or the county of Wayne serving
in the recorder's court of the city of Detroit on October 1, 1996 shall remain a member of the state employees'
retirement system created by the state employees retirement act, Act No. 240 of the Public Acts of 1943, being
sections 38.1 to 38.49 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The employer of the employees described in this section
shall submit the reports and contributions required under section 44a of the state employees retirement act, Act No.
240 of the Public Acts of 1943, being section 38.44a of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 14, Eff. May 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 319, Eff. Feb. 8, 1985 ;-- Am.
1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“‘Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect
of exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.““(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of Chapter 91 and certain
sections.“Section 3. Chapter 91 and sections 224, 541, 5491, 594, 595, 8121a, 8275, 9941, 9943, 9945, and 9946 shall take effect May 1,
1981.7Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4. Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123,
1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202, 8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535,
8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September 1, 1981.”Section 2 of Act 14 of 1981 provides:*“Conditional effective date; action
constituting exercise of option; effect of exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit
and the county of Wayne, by resolutions adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively,
agree to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act and Act Nos. 438, 439, 440, 441,
442, and 443 of the Public Acts of 1980.%(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to
assume responsibility for any expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act and Act Nos. 438, 439, 440, 441, 442, and
443 of the Public Acts of 1980, that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to
increase the level of activity or service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the
elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of
the district court in the thirty-sixth district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the
city of Detroit. However, the exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit
judge's salary which is paid by the state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units,
city, or county, for the necessary costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or Act Nos. 438, 439,
440, 441, 442, and 443 of the Public Acts of 1980, which becomes effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in
Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne
on April 30, 1981.Sections 2 and 3 of Act 319 of 1984 provide:“Applicability of changes effected in MCL 600.594(2) and
600.8275(2).“Section 2. The changes effected in sections 594(2) and 8275(2) by this amendatory act shall apply as though the changes were
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in effect on September 1, 1981.“Conditional effective date.“Section 3. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the county of
Wayne, by resolution adopted before the expiration of 45 days after the effective date of this amendatory act by the governing body of the
county, agrees to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the county by this amendatory act and unless an authenticated copy is
filed with the secretary of state not later than 4 p.m. on the forty-fifth day after the effective date of this amendatory act.*(2) If the county of
Wayne, acting through its governing body, agrees to assume responsibility for any expenses required of the county by this amendatory act, that
action constitutes an exercise of the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or service offered in
the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of
1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all expenses which may
result from this amendatory act.” A resolution agreeing to assume responsibility for expenses, referred to in (1) immediately above, was
adopted by the Wayne County Board of Commissioners on February 7, 1985, and was filed with the Secretary of State at 11:00 a.m. on
February 8, 1985.

600.595 Circuit court in third judicial circuit; ownership and use of personal property; reimbursement for
property removed from court.

Sec. 595.

All personal property, including equipment and furniture, that was owned by the circuit court in the third judicial
circuit on the effective date of the 1996 amendatory act that amended this section or that was owned and furnished
by the state of Michigan to the circuit court in the third judicial circuit on the effective date of the 1996 amendatory
act that amended this section and all personal property subsequently purchased by or furnished to that court, shall
remain with the court until October 1, 1996, at which time the property shall become the property of the county of
Wayne, and shall continue to be used to the benefit of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit. The state shall
reimburse the county of Wayne for any property furnished by the state to the court which is removed from the
court between June 27, 1996, and the effective date of the 1996 amendatory act that amended this section.

History: Add. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2, 3, and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect
of exercising option.“Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take
effect.(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect,
that action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of Chapter 91 and certain
sections.“Section 3. Chapter 91 and sections 224, 541, 5491, 594, 595, 8121a, 8275, 9941, 9943, 9945, and 9946 shall take effect May 1,
1981.”“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4. Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123,
1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202, 8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535,
8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September 1, 1981.”

600.596 Employees of Detroit recorder's court transferred to third judicial circuit court; rights and
benefits; collective bargaining agreement.

Sec. 596.

(1) The county-paid employees serving in the recorder's court of the city of Detroit as of September 30, 1997
shall become county-paid employees serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit on October 1, 1997.

(2) A county-paid employee serving in the recorder's court of the city of Detroit who becomes a county-paid
employee serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit under subsection (1) shall not, by reason of the
transfer, be placed in any worse position with respect to worker's compensation, pension, seniority, wages, sick
leave, vacation, health and welfare insurance, or any other terms and conditions of employment that the employee
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enjoyed as an employee of the former court employer. The rights and benefits protected by this section may be
altered by a future collective bargaining agreement or, for employees not covered by collective bargaining
agreements, by benefit plans as established and adopted by the employer designated under section 593a(2) or (3).

(3) The employer of county-paid employees serving in the circuit court in the third judicial circuit shall assume
and be bound by any existing collective bargaining agreement held by the former employer of the employees serving
in the recorder's court of the city of Detroit and, except where the existing collective bargaining agreement may
otherwise permit, shall retain the employees covered by that collective bargaining agreement. A transfer of
employees shall not adversely affect any existing rights and obligations contained in the existing collective
bargaining agreement.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1997

Chapter 6
JURISDICTION OF THE CIRCUIT COURTS

600.601 Circuit court; jurisdiction and power.
Sec. 601.

(1) The circuit court has the power and jurisdiction that is any of the following:

(a) Possessed by courts of record at the common law, as altered by the state constitution of 1963, the laws of
this state, and the rules of the supreme court.

(b) Possessed by courts and judges in chancery in England on March 1, 1847, as altered by the state constitution
0f 1963, the laws of this state, and the rules of the supreme court.

(c) Prescribed by the rules of the supreme court.

(2) The circuit court has exclusive jurisdiction over condemnation cases commenced under the drain code of
1956, 1956 PA 40, MCL 280.1 to 280.630.

(3) In a judicial circuit in which the circuit court is affected by a plan of concurrent jurisdiction adopted under
chapter 4, the circuit court has concurrent jurisdiction with the probate court or the district court, or both, as
provided in the plan of concurrent jurisdiction.

(4) The family division of circuit court has jurisdiction as provided in chapter 10.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2005,
Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013

600.605 Circuit court; original jurisdiction.
Sec. 605.

Circuit courts have original jurisdiction to hear and determine all civil claims and remedies, except where
exclusive jurisdiction is given in the constitution or by statute to some other court or where the circuit courts are
denied jurisdiction by the constitution or statutes of this state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.606 Violations by certain juveniles; jurisdiction of circuit court; “specified juvenile violation” defined.
Sec. 606.

(1) The circuit court has jurisdiction to hear and determine a specified juvenile violation if committed by a
juvenile 14 years of age or older and less than 18 years of age.
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(2) As used in this section, "specified juvenile violation" means any of the following:

(a) A violation of section 72, 83, 86, 89, 91, 316, 317, 349, 520b, 529, 529a, or 531 of the Michigan penal code,
1931 PA 328, MCL 750.72, 750.83, 750.86, 750.89, 750.91, 750.316, 750.317, 750.349, 750.520b, 750.529,
750.529a, and 750.531.

(b) A violation of section 84 or 110a(2) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.84 and 750.110a,
if the juvenile is armed with a dangerous weapon. As used in this subdivision, "dangerous weapon" means 1 or
more of the following:

(i) A loaded or unloaded firearm, whether operable or inoperable.

(i) A knife, stabbing instrument, brass knuckles, blackjack, club, or other object specifically designed or
customarily carried or possessed for use as a weapon.

(iii) An object that is likely to cause death or bodily injury when used as a weapon and that is used as a weapon
or carried or possessed for use as a weapon.

(iv) An object or device that is used or fashioned in a manner to lead a person to believe the object or device is
an object or device described in subparagraphs (i) to (iii).

(c) A violation of section 186a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.186a, regarding escape or
attempted escape from a juvenile facility, but only if the juvenile facility from which the individual escaped or
attempted to escape was 1 of the following:

(i) A high-security or medium-security facility operated by the family independence agency.

(ii) A high-security facility operated by a private agency under contract with the family independence agency.

(d) A violation of section 7401(2)(a)(i) or 7403(2)(a)(i) of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7401
and 333.7403.

(e) An attempt to commit a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (d).

(f) Conspiracy to commit a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (d).

(g) Solicitation to commit a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (d).

(h) Any lesser included offense of a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (g) if the individual is charged with
a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (g).

(i) Any other violation arising out of the same transaction as a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (g) if the
individual is charged with a violation described in subdivisions (a) to (g).

History: Add. 1988, Act 52, Eff. Oct. 1, 1988 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 193, Eff. Oct. 1, 1994 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 260, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997 ;-- Am.
2019, Act 107, Eff. Oct. 1, 2021

Compiler's Notes: Section 3 of Act 52 of 1988 provides: “This amendatory act shall take effect June 1, 1988.” This section was amended by
Act 171 of 1988 to read as follows: “This amendatory act shall take effect October 1, 1988.”

600.611 Circuit court; orders to effectuate judgments.
Sec. 611.

Circuit courts have jurisdiction and power to make any order proper to fully effectuate the circuit courts'
jurisdiction and judgments.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.615 Superintending control over inferior courts and tribunals.
Sec. 615.

Except as provided in section 10b of Act No. 369 of the Public Acts of 1919, being section 725.10b of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, the circuit court has a general superintending control over all inferior courts and
tribunals, subject to supreme court rule.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1981, Act 206, Eff. Jan. 1, 1982
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600.621 Circuit court; rules of practice.
Sec. 621.

The circuit courts from time to time may make rules for regulating the practice of the said courts in matters not
covered by rule of the supreme court or by statute.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.631 Appeal from order, decision, or opinion of state board, commission, or agency.
Sec. 631.

An appeal shall lie from any order, decision, or opinion of any state board, commission, or agency, authorized
under the laws of this state to promulgate rules from which an appeal or other judicial review has not otherwise
been provided for by law, to the circuit court of the county of which the appellant is a resident or to the circuit
court of Ingham county, which court shall have and exercise jurisdiction with respect thereto as in nonjury cases.
Such appeals shall be made in accordance with the rules of the supreme court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975

600.641 Repealed. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to removal or remand of action to district court.

Chapter 6A
UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION ACT

600.651-600.673 Repealed. 2001, Act 195, Eff. Apr. 1, 2002.

Chapter 7
BASES OF JURISDICTION

600.701 General personal jurisdiction over individuals.
Sec. 701.

The existence of any of the following relationships between an individual and the state shall constitute a
sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of this state to exercise general personal jurisdiction
over the individual or his representative and to enable such courts to render personal judgments against the
individual or representative.

(1) Presence in the state at the time when process is served.
(2) Domicile in the state at the time when process is served.
(3) Consent, to the extent authorized by the consent and subject to the limitations provided in section 745.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 88, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 88 of 1974 provides: “This 1974 amendatory act shall apply to actions commenced after its effective
date, even if the cause of action arose prior thereto. Actions commenced prior to the effective date of this act shall not be affected thereby.”

600.705 Limited personal jurisdiction over individuals.
Sec. 705.

The existence of any of the following relationships between an individual or his agent and the state shall
constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable a court of record of this state to exercise limited personal
jurisdiction over the individual and to enable the court to render personal judgments against the individual or his
representative arising out of an act which creates any of the following relationships:

(1) The transaction of any business within the state.

(2) The doing or causing an act to be done, or consequences to occur, in the state resulting in an action for tort.

(3) The ownership, use, or possession of real or tangible personal property situated within the state.

(4) Contracting to insure a person, property, or risk located within this state at the time of contracting.

(5) Entering into a contract for services to be rendered or for materials to be furnished in the state by the
defendant.

(6) Acting as a director, manager, trustee, or other officer of a corporation incorporated under the laws of, or
having its principal place of business within this state.

(7) Maintaining a domicile in this state while subject to a marital or family relationship which is the basis of the
claim for divorce, alimony, separate maintenance, property settlement, child support, or child custody.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 90, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 90 of 1974 provides: “This amendatory act shall apply to an action commenced on or after the effective
date of this act regardless of whether or not the cause of action arose prior to the effective date of this act or thereafter.”

600.711 General personal jurisdiction over corporations.
Sec. 711.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a corporation and the state shall constitute a
sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of this state to exercise general personal jurisdiction
over the corporation and to enable such courts to render personal judgments against the corporation.

(1) Incorporation under the laws of this state.
(2) Consent, to the extent authorized by the consent and subject to the limitations provided in section 745.
(3) The carrying on of a continuous and systematic part of its general business within the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 88, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 88 of 1974 provides: “This 1974 amendatory act shall apply to actions commenced after its effective
date, even if the cause of action arose prior thereto. Actions commenced prior to the effective date of this act shall not be affected thereby.”

600.715 Corporations; limited personal jurisdiction.
Sec. 715.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a corporation or its agent and the state shall
constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of this state to exercise limited personal
jurisdiction over such corporation and to enable such courts to render personal judgments against such corporation
arising out of the act or acts which create any of the following relationships:
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(1) The transaction of any business within the state.

(2) The doing or causing any act to be done, or consequences to occur, in the state resulting in an action for tort.

(3) The ownership, use, or possession of any real or tangible personal property situated within the state.

(4) Contracting to insure any person, property, or risk located within this state at the time of contracting.

(5) Entering into a contract for services to be performed or for materials to be furnished in the state by the
defendant.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.721 General personal jurisdiction over partnerships and limited partnerships.
Sec. 721.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a partnership or limited partnership and the state
shall constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of this state to exercise general
personal jurisdiction over the partnership or limited partnership and to enable such courts to render personal
judgments against the partnership or limited partnership.

(1) Formation under the laws of this state.
(2) Consent, to the extent authorized by the consent and subject to the limitations provided in section 745.
(3) The carrying on of a continuous and systematic part of its general business within the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 88, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 88 of 1974 provides: “This 1974 amendatory act shall apply to actions commenced after its effective
date, even if the cause of action arose prior thereto. Actions commenced prior to the effective date of this act shall not be affected thereby.”

600.725 Partnerships; limited personal jurisdiction.
Sec. 725.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a partnership or limited partnership or an agent
thereof and the state shall constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of this state to
exercise limited personal jurisdiction over such partnership or limited partnership and to enable such courts to
render personal judgments against such partnership or limited partnership arising out of the act or acts which create
any of the following relationships:

(1) The transaction of any business within the state.

(2) The doing or causing any act to be done, or consequences to occur, in the state resulting in an action for tort.

(3) The ownership, use, or possession of any real or tangible personal property situated within the state.

(4) Contracting to insure any person, property, or risk located within this state at the time of contracting.

(5) Entering into a contract for services to be performed or for materials to be furnished in the state by the
defendant.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.731 General personal jurisdiction over partnership associations or unincorporated voluntary
associations.

Sec. 731.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a partnership association or unincorporated
voluntary association and the state shall constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the courts of record of
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this state to exercise general personal jurisdiction over the partnership association or unincorporated voluntary
association and to enable such courts to render personal judgments against the partnership association or
unincorporated voluntary association.

(1) Formation under the laws of this state.

(2) Consent, to the extent authorized by the consent and subject to the limitations provided in section 745.

(3) The carrying on of a continuous and systematic part of its general business within the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1974, Act 88, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 88 of 1974 provides: “This 1974 amendatory act shall apply to actions commenced after its effective
date, even if the cause of action arose prior thereto. Actions commenced prior to the effective date of this act shall not be affected thereby.”

600.735 Partnership association or unincorporated voluntary association; limited personal jurisdiction.
Sec. 735.

The existence of any of the following relationships between a partnership association or unincorporated
voluntary association or an agent thereof and the state shall constitute a sufficient basis of jurisdiction to enable the
courts of record of this state to exercise limited personal jurisdiction over such partnership association or
unincorporated voluntary association and to enable such courts to render personal judgments against such
partnership association or unincorporated voluntary association arising out of the act or acts which create any of
the following relationships:

(1) The transaction of any business within the state.

(2) The doing or causing any act to be done, or consequences to occur, in the state resulting in an action for tort.

(3) The ownership, use or possession of any real or tangible personal property situated within the state.

(4) Contracting to insure any person, property, or risk located within this state at the time of contracting.

(5) Entering into a contract for services to be rendered or for materials to be furnished in the state by the
defendant.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.741 Limited jurisdiction; bond by plaintiff.
Sec. 741.

In all civil actions where sections 705, 715, 725 or 735 constitute the basis of jurisdiction of a defendant, on
such defendant's motion the court shall require the plaintiff to post a bond to such defendant with 2 or more
sureties to be approved by the judge or clerk of court, or with a surety company authorized to do business in this
state, in the sum to be fixed by the court conditioned that in the event judgment is not rendered in favor of such
plaintiff, so much of the penalty of said bond as may be required shall be applied to the satisfaction of any judgment
for court costs and to defray the actual expenses of such defendant incurred in defending the action (but not to
include attorney's fees). If plaintiff prevails in the action, he may tax as costs in the case his reasonable expense in
procuring the bond furnished.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.745 “State” defined; agreement of parties as basis for jurisdiction; conditions.
Sec. 745.
(1) As used in this section, "state" means any foreign nation, and any state, district, commonwealth, territory, or
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insular possession of the United States.

(2) If the parties agreed in writing that an action on a controversy may be brought in this state and the agreement
provides the only basis for the exercise of jurisdiction, a court of this state shall entertain the action if all the
following occur:

(a) The court has power under the law of this state to entertain the action.

(b) This state is a reasonably convenient place for the trial of the action.

(c) The agreement as to the place of the action is not obtained by misrepresentation, duress, the abuse of
economic power, or other unconscionable means.

(d) The defendant is served with process as provided by court rules.

(3) If the parties agreed in writing that an action on a controversy shall be brought only in another state and it is
brought in a court of this state, the court shall dismiss or stay the action, as appropriate, unless any of the following
occur:

(a) The court is required by statute to entertain the action.

(b) The plaintiff cannot secure effective relief in the other state for reasons other than delay in bringing the
action.

(c) The other state would be a substantially less convenient place for the trial of the action than this state.

(d) The agreement as to the place of the action is obtained by misrepresentation, duress, the abuse of economic
power, or other unconscionable means.

(e) It would for some other reason be unfair or unreasonable to enforce the agreement.

History: Add. 1974, Act 88, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975
Compiler's Notes: Section 2 of Act 88 of 1974 provides: “This 1974 amendatory act shall apply to actions commenced after its effective
date, even if the cause of action arose prior thereto. Actions commenced prior to the effective date of this act shall not be affected thereby.”

600.751 Jurisdiction over land irrespective of ownership.
Sec. 751.

The courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction over land situated within the state whether or not the
persons owning or claiming interests therein are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.755 Jurisdiction over chattels irrespective of ownership.
Sec. 755.

The courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction over chattels situated within the state whether or not the
persons owning or claiming interests therein are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.761 Jurisdiction over documents irrespective of ownership.
Sec. 761.

The courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction over documents which are within the state whether or
not the persons owning or claiming interests therein are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963
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600.765 Jurisdiction over corporate shares irrespective of ownership.
Sec. 765.

The courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction

(1) over the shares in a corporation incorporated in the state (subject to the limitations in the uniform stock
transfer act),

(2) over share certificates which are located within the territory of the state,

(3) over shares in a corporation represented by share certificates located within the state if the law of the state of
incorporation embodies the share in the share certificates, whether or not the persons owning or claiming an
interest in the shares or share certificates are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts of the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.771 Jurisdiction over obligations irrespective of creditor.
Sec. 771.

The courts of record of this state shall have jurisdiction over obligations owed by persons who are subject to the
judicial jurisdiction of the state whether or not the persons to whom the obligations are owed are subject to the
jurisdiction of the state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.775 Jurisdiction over status.
Sec. 775.

The judicial jurisdiction over status granted to the courts of record of this state by the state's constitution, laws,
and court rules may be exercised:

(1) to the extent permitted by the constitution of the United States, except as limited by the constitution, court
rules, and laws of this state, and

(2) in the manner permitted by the court rules and laws of this state.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

Chapter 8
PROBATE COURTS

600.801 Probate court as court of record; organization.
Sec. 801.

The probate court is a court of record and is organized in accordance with this chapter.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979
Compiler's Notes: The heading for this chapter has been editorially furnished and is not part of the official enrolled bill.
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600.803 Probate court district.
Sec. 803.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, each county that is not part of a probate court district created
by law has 1 judge of probate.

(2) Each probate court district created by law has 1 judge of probate.

(3) The county of Sanilac has 1 judge of probate. Under section 15 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963,
the office of probate judge for the county of Sanilac is combined with the office of judge of the seventy-third-a
judicial district.

(4) The county of Huron has the following number of judges of probate:

(a) Beginning April 1, 2012, under section 15 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963, the office of probate
judge for the county of Huron is combined with the office of judge of the seventy-third-b judicial district, and the
county of Huron shall have 2 judges of probate. The judgeship added under this subdivision must be filled by the
incumbent judge of the seventy-third-b judicial district, who shall become a probate judge for the county of Huron
for the balance of the term to which the judge was elected.

(b) Beginning the earlier of the following dates, the county of Huron has 1 judge of probate:

(1) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of probate judge in this county.

(ii) The beginning date of the term for which an incumbent probate judge in this county no longer seeks election
or reelection to that office.

(5) The county of Chippewa has 1 judge of probate. Under section 15 of article VI of the state constitution of
1963, the office of probate judge for the county of Chippewa is combined with the office of judge of the ninety-first
judicial district.

(6) The counties of Berrien, Genesee, Ingham, Monroe, Muskegon, Saginaw, St. Clair, and Washtenaw each
have 2 judges of probate.

(7) The county of Macomb has 2 judges of probate. Subject to section 805, the county of Macomb may have 1
additional judge of probate beginning January 1, 2025.

(8) The county of Kalamazoo has 3 judges of probate.

(9) The county of Kent has 5 judges of probate.

(10) The county of Oakland has 4 judges of probate.

(11) The county of Wayne has 8 judges of probate.

(12) When 1 or more new judges of probate are authorized in a county under this section, the new judgeship or
judgeships must appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicial offices of the same court in the primary
and general election.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 55, Imd. Eff. Apr. 8, 1998
;- Am. 2001, Act 253, Eff. Mar. 22, 2002 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 715, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2011, Act 300, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 2011 ;-- Am.
2012, Act 36, Imd. Eff. Feb. 28,2012 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 8, Imd. Eff. Feb. 9, 2022 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 310, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 2023
Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.*“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 95 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



600.805 Additional probate judgeship; creation; approval by county; resolution; filing; notice to county
clerk; effect of approval; state's obligation; election; first term; exception to resolution requirement.

Sec. 805.

(1) The additional judges of probate permitted by section 803 shall not be filled by election unless the county, by
resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation of that judgeship and unless the
clerk of that county files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the
thirteenth Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional judge of probate. The state
court administrator shall immediately notify the county clerk with respect to any new judge of probate authorized
for that county under this subsection.

(2) By permitting an additional judgeship, the legislature is not creating that judgeship. If a county, acting
through its board of commissioners, approves the creation of an additional judge of probate, that approval
constitutes an exercise of the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity
or service offered in the county beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined by
1979 PA 101, MCL 21.231 to 21.244, and a voluntary acceptance by the county of all expenses and capital
improvements that may result from the creation of the judgeship. However, the exercise of the option does not
affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of the additional judge's salary that is paid by the state to the
other judges of probate of the same county, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the county for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law that takes effect on or after December 23, 1978.

(3) Each additional judgeship created under subsection (1) shall be filled by election under the Michigan election
law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168.992. The first term of each additional judgeship shall be 6 years unless the
law permitting the additional judgeship provides for a term of a different length.

(4) A combination of the office of probate judge with a judicial office of limited jurisdiction within a county
under section 15 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963 that does not result in an increase in the total number
of trial judgeships in the county does not require a resolution of approval by the county board of commissioners
under this section.

History: Add. 1980, Act 129, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1980 ;-- Am. 1988, Act 134, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1988 ;-- Am. 2011, Act 300, Imd. Eff. Dec.
22,2011

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 to 5 of Act 129 of 1980 provide:“New circuit and district judgeships; appearance on ballot; duty of candidate;
petitions; filing fee.“Section 2. The new circuit and district judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate
and apart from other judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuits and district court districts. If
another judicial office of the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit, county, or district, a candidate for a new judgeship
authorized in that circuit, county, or district by this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the
candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in 1980. Petitions for a
new judgeship created pursuant to this amendatory act shall bear signatures affixed to the petition after the date by which all counties in the
circuit, all district control units in the district, or, in the case of a probate judgeship, the county, have adopted the resolutions required by law
to create that office. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a nonreturnable filing fee of $250.00 may be paid up to 4 p.m. on June 3,
1980 in lieu of petitions for new judgeships authorized by this 1980 amendatory act which are to be filled by election in 1980.“Additional
circuit judgeship for third judicial circuit; terms.“Section 3. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the third
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1980 general election shall be elected for
a term of 8 years, and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years.“Additional circuit
judgeship for sixteenth judicial circuit; term.“Section 4. If the additional circuit judgeship permitted by this amendatory act for the sixteenth
judicial circuit is created pursuant to law, the first term of that judgeship shall be 8 years.“Change in composition of affected judicial circuits;
effective date.“Section 5. If a new judicial circuit of the circuit court is created pursuant to section 550a, the change in the composition of the
affected judicial circuits shall take effect for judicial purposes on January 1, 1981. If the fifty-fourth judicial circuit is created pursuant to this
act, the incumbent circuit judge of the fortieth judicial circuit who resides in Tuscola county shall become the judge of the fifty-fourth judicial
circuit on January 1, 1981, and shall serve until the term for which he was elected in the fortieth judicial circuit expires.”Section 2 of Act 134
of 1988 provides:*“Any additional circuit judgeship to be added by election in 1988 shall not be authorized to be filled by election unless each
county in the circuit, by resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners, approves the creation of the judgeship and unless the clerk
of each county adopting such a resolution files a copy of the resolution with the state court administrator not later than 4 p.m. of the tenth
Tuesday preceding the August primary for the election to fill the additional circuit judgeship.”

600.807 Probate court districts.
Sec. 807.

A probate court district is created in each of the following described districts when a majority of the electors
voting on the question in each affected county approves the probate court district. The districts shall consist as
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follows:
(a) The first district consists of the counties of Houghton and Keweenaw.

(b) The fifth district consists of the counties of Schoolcraft and Alger.
(c) The sixth district consists of the counties of Mackinac and Luce.
(d) The seventh district consists of the counties of Emmet and Charlevoix.

(e) The seventeenth district consists of the counties of Clare and Gladwin.
(f) The eighteenth district consists of the counties of Mecosta and Osceola.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 715, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 40, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2003 ;--
Am. 2004, Act 492, Eff. Jan. 2, 2007

600.808 Question of creation of district; submission to electors; resolution calling for special election; form
of question; counting, canvassing, and returning votes; canvassing and certifying results; effect of approval;
election of probate judge; reimbursement of costs.

Sec. 808.

(1) When each county board of commissioners of a district described in section 807 agrees by resolution to form
a district, the question of creation of the district shall be submitted to the electors of the affected counties at the
next primary, general, or special election that occurs more than 49 days after the resolution is adopted. A special
election for submission of the question may be called by resolution adopted by each county board of commissioners
in the proposed district.

(2) The question relative to creating the district shall be in substantially the following form:

"Shall this county join in a probate court district, which will consist of the counties of and

if the majority of the electors voting on the question in each affected county approve?

Yes ()

No ()"

(3) The votes on the question shall be counted, canvassed, and returned in the manner provided by law. The
results shall be canvassed and certified by the board of state canvassers in the same manner as provided for state
propositions under chapter 31 of the Michigan election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.841 to 168.848.

(4) If approved by a majority of the electors voting on the question in each of the counties affected, those
counties shall constitute the probate court district corresponding to the appropriate district described in section
807, and that district becomes effective as provided in section 809 or 810, whichever section results in an earlier
effective date.

(5) The election of the probate judge for a probate court district created under this section shall be held as
provided in section 811.

(6) The state shall reimburse the affected counties for the additional cost of submitting the question of the district
to the electors of the affected counties if the question is submitted to the electors at a primary, general, or special
election held after January 2, 2007.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 40, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 492, Eff. Jan. 2, 2007

600.809 Probate court district; effective date; term of incumbent probate judge; election of probate judge.
Sec. 809.

(1) Except when the vacancy or vacancies occur after the date established by Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of
1954, as amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for nonincumbent candidates
to file for the office of probate judge for a full 6-year term or for the unexpired portion of a term, whichever is
applicable, a probate court district created under section 808 shall become effective upon the existence of a vacancy
in the office of probate judge in all but 1 of the counties comprising that district.

(2) When a probate court district becomes effective pursuant to subsection (1), the remaining incumbent probate
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judge in the district shall serve as the probate judge of the district until the term for which he was elected or
appointed expires. Thereafter the 1 probate judge for the district shall be elected as provided in section 808(5).

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.810 Probate court district; effective date; election of probate judge.
Sec. 810.

Except when section 809 results in an earlier effective date, a probate court district created under section 808
becomes effective upon the beginning date of the term for which an incumbent probate judge in any county in the
district no longer seeks reelection to that office that occurs not less than 220 days after the vote on the question. At
the general election immediately preceding that date, 1 probate judge for the district shall be elected as provided in
section 808(5).

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005

600.810a Arenac, Kalkaska, Crawford, Lake, Iron, and Ontonagon counties; jurisdiction, powers, duties,
and title of probate judges; additional duties for probate judge.

Sec. 810a.

(1) The probate judges in the counties of Arenac, Kalkaska, Crawford, Lake, Iron, and Ontonagon have the
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and title of a district judge within their respective counties, in addition to the
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and title of a probate judge.

(2) Beginning January 2, 2007, in addition to the probate judges described in subsection (1), the probate judges
in the counties of Alcona, Baraga, Benzie, Missaukee, Montmorency, Oscoda, and Presque Isle have the
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and title of a district judge within their respective counties, in addition to the
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and title of a probate judge.

(3) In counties where the only district judgeship is being eliminated and the section in chapter 81 that governs
that district court district provides that this section applies, the probate judge in that county shall have the
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and title of a district judge within that county, in addition to the jurisdiction, powers,
duties, and title of a probate judge.

History: Add. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 715, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 492, Eff. Mar. 30, 2005 ;--
Am. 2011, Act 300, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 2011

600.811 Election of probate judges; filing nominating petitions and incumbency affidavits of candidacy;
term.

Sec. 811.

(1) Judges of probate shall be elected in the manner provided in Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, as
amended. For the office of judge of probate in a probate court district created pursuant to law, nominating petitions
and incumbency affidavits of candidacy shall be filed with the secretary of state.

(2) An elected judge of probate shall have a term of office of 6 years except as otherwise provided by section
803 or when a vacancy is being filled for the balance of an unexpired term.

(3) The term of a judge of probate shall commence on January 1 following the date of election. If a vacancy is
filled by appointment, the term shall commence in accordance with the order of appointment.
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History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.812 Oath.
Sec. 812.

A judge of probate after being elected or appointed shall qualify by taking the constitutional oath of office and
shall subscribe the same and file it in the office of the county clerk or, in the instance of a probate court district
created pursuant to law, file it with the secretary of state.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.813 Construction of chapter.
Sec. 813.

(1) This chapter shall not be construed to affect the terms of those judges of probate elected before the effective
date of this section or appointed before that date to fill a vacancy in the office of judge of probate.

(2) This chapter shall not be construed to rescind or repeal those probate court districts created before the
effective date of this section.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.815 Terms of probate court prohibited; probate court open at all reasonable times; evening and
weekend sessions.

Sec. 815.

The probate court shall not have terms of court. The probate court shall be open at all reasonable times as fixed
by the probate judge or, in counties having more than 1 probate judge, the chief judge. The probate court may hold
evening and weekend sessions.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 374, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1996

600.816 Probate judge; court sessions at regional diagnostic and treatment center; court sessions at places
designated by county chief probate judge; hearing regarding incapacitated or mentally ill person; site.

Sec. 816.

(1) A probate judge shall hold sessions of the probate court at the county seat of each county, unless an
alternative primary location is designated as provided in subsection (3), and may hold sessions of the probate court
in a city of the county where sessions of the circuit court are authorized by law to be held. A probate judge may
maintain an office at a place where sessions of the probate court are held.

(2) A probate judge may hold sessions of the court at the regional diagnostic and treatment center assigned to his
or her court if sessions are approved by the state court administrator. The center shall provide an area for court
sessions to which the public has access.
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(3) Subject to the approval of the county board of commissioners and the state court administrator, the chief
probate judge of a county may designate 1 or more places in the county where regular sessions of probate court
may be held. A designation made under this subsection shall be delivered to the county clerk.

(4) Nothing in this section prohibits a judge from holding a hearing regarding an allegedly incapacitated
individual or an allegedly mentally ill person at a site considered appropriate by the court as provided by section
5304 of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5304, or section 456 of the mental
health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1456. Nothing in this section prohibits a judge from holding a hearing
regarding an individual alleged to need protection at a site the court considers appropriate as provided by section
5406 of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5406.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1991, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 1991 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 14, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12,
1995 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000

600.817 Books, printed blanks, and stationery; furniture, equipment, and supplies.
Sec. 817.

Each county shall provide all books, printed blanks and other stationery necessary for keeping the records in the
office of the judge of probate, and all furniture, equipment, and supplies necessary for equipping and maintaining
the office.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.819 Repealed. 2011, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Nov. 10, 2011.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to election of a probate judge at annual convention to serve as state presiding probate
judge.

600.821 Probate judges; practice of law; annual salary; county contribution and reimbursement; additional
salary.

Sec. 821.

(1) Except for the probate judge in Keweenaw County who is not a judge of the first probate district described in
section 807, probate judges shall not engage in the practice of law other than as a judge and must receive an annual
salary as calculated under this section.

(2) Each probate judge shall receive an annual salary calculated as follows:

(a) A minimum annual salary of the difference between 85% of the salary of a justice of the supreme court as of
December 31, 2015 and $45,724.00.

(b) In addition to the amount calculated under subdivision (a), a salary of $45,724.00 paid by the county or
counties comprising a probate court district. If a probate judge receives a total additional salary of $45,724.00 from
the county or counties comprising a probate court district, and receives neither less than nor more than $45,724.00,
including any cost-of-living allowance, the state shall reimburse the county or counties the amount that the county
or counties have paid to the judge.

(c) In addition to the amounts under subdivisions (a) and (b), an amount payable by the state that is equal to the
amounts calculated under subdivisions (a) and (b) multiplied by the compounded aggregate percentage pay
increases, excluding lump-sum payments, paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as
executives and administrators on or after January 1, 2016. The additional salary under this subdivision takes effect
on the same date as the effective date of the pay increase paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees
classified as executives and administrators. The additional salary under this subdivision must not be based on a pay
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increase paid to civil service nonexclusively represented employees classified as executives and administrators if the
effective date of the increase was before January 1, 2016.

(3) Six thousand dollars of the minimum annual salary provided in subsection (2) must be paid by the county or
counties comprising a probate court district, and the balance of that minimum annual salary must be paid by the
state as a grant to the county or the counties comprising the probate court district. The county or counties
comprising the probate court district, shall in turn pay that amount to the probate judge. The state shall annually
reimburse the county or counties $6,000.00 for each probate judge to offset the cost to the county or counties
under this section.

(4) The salary calculated under this section is full compensation for all services performed by a probate judge,
except as otherwise provided by law. In a probate court district, each county of the district shall contribute to the
salary in the same proportion as the population of the county bears to the population of the district.

(5) An additional salary determined by the county board of commissioners may be increased during a term of
office but must not be decreased, except to the extent of a general salary reduction in all other branches of
government in the county. In a county where an additional salary is granted, it must be paid at the same rate to all
probate judges regularly holding court in the county.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 438, Eff. Sept. 1, 1981 ;-- Am. 1990, Act 343, Eff. Jan. 1, 1995 ;-- Am.
1994, Act 138, Imd. Eff. May 26, 1994 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 389, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 259, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 1996 ;-- Am.
1996, Act 374, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act
92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 40, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2003 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 492, Eff. Mar. 30, 2005 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 31, Imd.
Eff. Mar. 8, 2016 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 6, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 2018

Compiler's Notes: Sections 2 and 4 of Act 438 of 1980 provide:“Conditional effective date; action constituting exercise of option; effect of
exercising option.““Section 2. (1) This amendatory act shall not take effect unless the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, by resolutions
adopted not later than May 1, 1981, by the governing bodies of the city and the county, respectively, agree to assume responsibility for any
expenses required of the city or the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect.
“(2) If the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne, acting through their governing bodies, agree to assume responsibility for any expenses
required of the city and the county by this amendatory act, and the bills listed in enacting section 7 which are enacted and take effect, that
action constitutes an exercise of the city's and the county's option to provide a new activity or service or to increase the level of activity or
service offered in the city of Detroit and the county of Wayne beyond that required by existing law, as the elements of that option are defined
by Act No. 101 of the Public Acts of 1979, being sections 21.231 to 21.244 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and a voluntary acceptance by
the city and the county of all expenses and capital improvements which may result from establishment of the district court in the thirty-sixth
district and the reorganization of the circuit court in the third judicial circuit and the recorder's court of the city of Detroit. However, the
exercise of the option does not affect the state's obligation to pay the same portion of each district or circuit judge's salary which is paid by the
state to the other district or circuit judges, or to appropriate and disburse funds to the district control units, city, or county, for the necessary
costs of state requirements established by a state law, other than this amendatory act or the bills listed in enacting section 7 which becomes
effective on or after December 23, 1978.”The resolutions referred to in Section 2 were adopted by the city council of the city of Detroit on
April 29, 1981, and by the board of commissioners of the county of Wayne on April 30, 1981.“Effective date of certain sections.“Section 4.
Sections 304, 555, 563, 564, 567, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595, 641, 821, 1114, 1123, 1168, 1302, 1303, 1306, 1417, 1471, 1481, 5706, 8202,
8271, 8272, 8273, 8275, 8281, 8283, 8302, 8314, 8322, 8501, 8521, 8525, 8535, 8621, 9924, 9944, and 9947 shall take effect September
1,1981.”

600.821a Probate judges' federal social security and medicare taxes; reimbursement to counties.
Sec. 821a.

In addition to the reimbursement under section 821(2)(b) to a county or to counties for amounts paid for
probate judges' salaries, the state shall reimburse the county or counties for amounts paid as the employer's share
for probate judges' federal social security and medicare taxes.

History: Add. 1998, Act 100, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003

600.822 Probate judge; annual salary based on population; payment; increase or decrease in salary;
representing party in contested proceeding; additional salary; total annual salary; state salary
standardization payment; minimum annual salary.

Sec. 822.
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(1) Except as provided in subsection (6), a probate judge not included in section 821 shall receive a minimum
annual salary of $20,000.00. Six thousand dollars of the minimum annual salary provided by this subsection shall be
paid by the county and the balance of the minimum annual salary shall be paid by the state as a grant to the county.
The county shall, in turn, pay that amount to the probate judge.

(2) The minimum annual salary provided in subsection (1) may be increased but shall not be decreased during the
term for which the probate judge has been elected or appointed. This salary is in full compensation for all services
performed by the person as probate judge, except as otherwise provided by law. A probate judge whose minimum
annual salary is provided in subsection (1) shall not represent a party in a contested proceeding in the probate court
of this state.

(3) In addition to the salary provided in subsection (1), a probate judge may receive from the county in which he
or she regularly holds court an additional salary of not more than $45,724.00, as determined by the county board of
commissioners. The additional salary may be increased during a term of office but shall not be decreased except to
the extent of a general salary reduction in all other branches of government in the county.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (8), the total annual salary of a probate judge, including the salary provided
in subsection (1) and any additional salary granted by the county under subsection (3), shall not exceed $65,724.00.
(5) From funds appropriated to the judiciary, the state shall pay to a county described in subsection (1) a state
salary standardization payment of $5,750.00 for each probate judge and an additional payment of $6,000.00 for

each probate judge to offset the portion of minimum annual salary paid by the county.

(6) A probate judge described in subsection (1) may receive an additional minimum annual salary, in addition to
the $20,000.00 minimum annual salary described in subsection (1), if all of the following apply:

(a) The county board of commissioners approves payment to the probate judge of an additional salary from the
county in the amount of $45,724.00 as provided in subsection (3).

(b) The county board of commissioners passes a resolution that includes all of the following:

(i) A determination of an amount that the county is willing to reimburse the state as an additional minimum
annual salary for the probate judge.

(ii) An agreement to immediately reimburse the state for the additional minimum annual salary authorized under
this subsection.

(iii) An agreement that the determination under subparagraph (i) will not be decreased during the term of office
of the probate judge.

(iv) An agreement that the amount of reimbursement for the additional minimum annual salary will not be
decreased during the term of office of the probate judge.

(c) The probate judge agrees in writing to the following:

(i) To participate in a plan of concurrent jurisdiction as provided in chapter 4.

(ii) To participate in a family court plan as provided in chapter 10.

(iii) To not engage in the practice of law other than as a judge.

(iv) That if he or she becomes included in section 821, any additional minimum annual salary authorized under
this subsection would thereafter be considered part of the minimum annual salary described in section 821.

(d) The supreme court or the state court administrative office approves the payment of the additional minimum
annual salary authorized under this subsection.

(7) The additional minimum annual salary authorized under subsection (6) shall be paid by the state as a grant to
the county, and the county shall in turn pay that amount to the probate judge in the same manner as provided in
section 821(3). The county may increase the determination authorized under subsection (6)(b)(i) and its obligation
to reimburse the state during the term of office of the probate judge.

(8) The total annual salary paid to a probate judge who receives an additional minimum annual salary under
subsection (6), including the minimum annual salary provided in subsection (1), the additional county salary
provided in subsection (3), and the additional minimum annual salary provided in subsection (6), shall not exceed
85% of the salary of a justice of the supreme court.

(9) If a probate judge described in subsection (1) becomes included in section 821, any additional minimum
annual salary authorized under subsection (6) shall thereafter be considered part of the minimum annual salary
described in section 821(2)(a), and the county's obligation to reimburse the state under subsection (6) shall cease.

(10) A probate judge who receives an additional minimum annual salary under subsection (6) shall not engage in
the practice of law other than as a judge.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1994, Act 389, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994 ;-- Am. 1995, Act 259, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5, 1996
;- Am. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1998 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 313, Eff. Jan. 1, 1999 ;-- Am.
2002, Act 92, Eff. Mar. 31, 2003 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 40, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2003
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600.824 Repealed. 2011, Act 217, Imd. Eff. Nov. 10, 2011.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to circuit court judge temporarily serving as probate judge.

600.825 Repealed. 1990, Act 185, Eff. Oct. 1, 1990.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to probate judge serving as probate judge in another county or probate court district.

600.826 Certain probate judges to assist other courts or probate judges for limited periods or specific
assignments; legislative intent.

Sec. 826.

(1) A probate judge who is elected or appointed for a county in which the salary of that office is or would have
been increased by sections 2a, 3, or 4 of chapter 1 of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, as those sections
were amended by Act No. 147 of the Public Acts of 1976, before their repeal by section 899 of this chapter, and
whose judicial activity is less heavy than other probate judges' should be authorized by the supreme court or state
court administrator to assist other courts within the same county or probate court district which they serve, to assist
probate judges in other counties or districts, and to perform other judicial duties, for limited periods or specific
assignments.

(2) This section is not intended as a directive to the judiciary but expresses an expectation in furtherance of full
utilization of judicial officers and serves as notice of the expectation and intent of the legislature for incumbents and
prospective candidates seeking election to judgeships affected by aforementioned 1976 amendments to sections 2a,
3, or 4 of chapter 1 of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, as repealed.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.828 Reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses.
Sec. 828.

In a probate court district a probate judge who holds court in a county other than the county of his residence
shall be reimbursed for his actual and necessary expenses incurred in so holding court upon his certification of the
expenses to the state court administrator and upon approval by the state court administrator. Upon allowance, the
sum shall be paid out of the general fund of the state in accordance with the accounting laws of the state.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.829 Probate judge; additional salary and reimbursement for expenses; payment of compensation and
expenses; voucher; compensation provided pursuant to MCL 600.225(6).

Sec. 829.

(1) When a probate judge of another county or probate court district is performing duties under sections 824 or
825, he or she shall receive an additional salary and reimbursement for expenses as provided in section 225(6).
(2) The county treasurer shall pay the compensation and expenses, upon receipt of a voucher approved by the
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local probate judge or chief probate judge, out of the general funds of the county. If the local probate judge dies or
is incapacitated to act, the voucher shall be subject to approval by the circuit judge of the county.

(3) Compensation provided pursuant to section 225(6) shall be in addition to the salary paid to the acting
probate judge by the state or any county pursuant to section 821 or 822.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1987, Act 225, Imd. Eff. Dec. 28, 1987 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

600.831 Powers, duties, and compensation of probate judges of county having 2 or more probate judges;
power vested in chief probate judge; selection, powers, and duties of probate judges in counties of 1,000,000
or more.

Sec. 831.

(1) The probate judges of a county having 2 or more probate judges shall have equal powers, duties, and
compensation except that the power of nomination, appointment, and removal of the several employees as provided
by law for the probate court in that county, and of the offices connected therewith and the general direction and
control of the business of the court, including the division of the work between the judges, shall be vested in a chief
probate judge selected as follows:

(a) If the county has less than 1,000,000 in population, then in the probate judge having served for the longest
period continuously, or if 2 or more judges were elected at the same election and served the same number of years
continuously, then in the judge receiving the highest vote at the last election.

(b) If the county has 1,000,000 or more in population, then in the probate judge who is chosen by the several
probate judges in the county, or if a judge does not receive a majority vote of the probate judges, then in the
probate judge of that county selected by the Governor.

(2) The selection provided for in this section in counties of 1,000,000 or more in population shall be made within
15 days after the commencement of each year and the judge so selected shall exercise the duties and powers therein
provided for the full calendar year then commencing, until his successor is selected, or is designated by the
governor.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.832 Seal, records, books, files, and papers; possession; maintenance.
Sec. 832.

The clerk of the probate court shall have possession of the seal, records, books, files, and papers belonging to the
probate court in the respective county or probate court district and, in accordance with supreme court rules, shall
maintain every record created by or filed with the probate court.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 201, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 2013

600.833 Probate register; appointment; salary; oath; bond; term; appointment, compensation, term,
powers, and oath of deputy probate registers.

Sec. 833.

(1) In each county the probate judge of the county or probate court district, or the chief probate judge in a
county having 2 or more probate judges, may appoint a probate register, at a reasonable salary fixed by the county
board of commissioners. The probate register so appointed shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by
the state constitution of 1963, and give bond to the probate judge or chief judge in the penal sum of $1,000.00 to
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be approved by that judge, which bond and oath shall be filed in the office of the county clerk of the county. The
probate register shall hold office until his appointment is terminated by the probate judge or chief judge.

(2) If a county has a probate register, the probate judge or the chief probate judge may appoint 1 or more deputy
probate registers, who shall have such compensation as is fixed by the county board of commissioners. The term of
office of the deputy probate registers and their powers shall be the same as those prescribed by law for probate
registers. They shall take and subscribe the constitutional oath of office, which shall be filed with the county clerk.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.834 Probate register or deputy probate register; powers in uncontested matter or hearing; entry of
judgment prohibited; restriction on powers; orders and acts; trial or hearing of issues.

Sec. 834.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2), a probate register or deputy probate register is competent to exercise
any of the following powers in an uncontested matter or hearing if authorized by general order of the probate judge
or chief probate judge of the county in which the probate register or deputy probate register was appointed:

(a) Determine whether the petitioner or the petitioner's attorney has complied with the requirements of law and
supreme court rules.

(b) Take acknowledgments.

(c) Administer oaths.

(d) Set hearings.

(e) Sign notices, citations, and subpoenas.

(f) Take testimony required by law or supreme court rules in all of the following matters:

(i) Appointment of a fiduciary of an estate of a deceased or minor.

(ii) Admission to probate of a will, codicil, or other testamentary instrument.

(iii) Determination of heirs.

(iv) Sale, mortgage, or lease of property.

(v) Assignment of residue of an estate or any part of the residue of an estate.

(vi) Setting and approval of bonds.

(vii) Removal of fiduciaries.

(viii) Issuing of a license to marry, if the issuance of the license is authorized under section 1 of 1897 PA 180,
MCL 551.201.

(g) Perform an act or issue an order as specified in the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386,
MCL 700.1101 to 700.8102, if that act authorizes the probate register to do so.

(2) A probate register or deputy probate register shall not enter a judgment. A probate register or deputy probate
register shall not exercise any power provided in subsection (1) if the matter or hearing is:

(a) For a commitment to, or incarceration in, an institution or facility.

(b) For appointment of a guardian of a legally incapacitated individual or the appointment of a conservator for a
reason other than minority.

(c) For or involves a developmentally disabled person.

(3) An order made by a probate register or deputy probate register shall be made over the name of the probate
judge for whom the order is made, and the probate register or deputy probate register shall place his or her
signature under the name of the judge. An act done or order made by the probate register or deputy probate
register authorized under this section shall have the same validity, force, and effect as though done or made by the
judge.

(4) Upon the oral or written request of an interested party made before commencement or during the hearing of
the proceeding, the proceeding shall be taken immediately before the judge for trial or hearing of the issues.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1979, Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 25, 1979 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;--
Am. 2000, Act 67, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000

600.835 Official court reporters or certified recorders; salary; oath; expenses; order for payment; residence
of reporter or recorder.
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Sec. 835.

(1) The probate judge or chief probate judge of any county or probate court district may appoint, and in counties
having a population of 50,000 or more shall appoint, 1 or more official court reporters or certified recorders of the
probate court, at a reasonable salary fixed by the county board of commissioners. The reporters or recorders so
appointed shall take and subscribe the constitutional oath of office, which shall be filed with the county clerk of the
county.

(2) The reporter or recorder serving in a probate court district shall be entitled to receive, in addition to the
salary provided for in this section, the necessary and actual expenses incurred in attending court in the county other
than the county in which the reporter or recorder resides. Upon filing with the clerk of the county in which the
reporter or recorder attended court a sworn statement that the expenses were incurred by the reporter or recorder
and that the expenditures were necessary in performing the services, the clerk shall draw an order for payment and
upon presentation of that properly drawn order, the treasurer of the county shall pay the ordered sum to the person
entitled to the payment. If the reporter or recorder does not reside within the probate court district in which he or
she serves, he or she shall be considered for the purpose of this subsection to reside in the county where the probate
judge of that district resides.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.836 Allocating duties; combining title and powers.
Sec. 836.

The probate judge or chief probate judge may allocate the duties of the deputy registers, clerks, and reporters or
recorders, and may combine the title and powers in any 1 or more persons.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.837 Operation of probate court; appropriation; employer; authority; collective bargaining;
appointment, supervision, discipline, and dismissal of employees; transfer of employees; effect of existing
collective bargaining agreement; control of employees; chief judge as principal administrator; “county-paid
employees of the probate court” defined.

Sec. 837.

(1) The county board of commissioners in each county shall annually appropriate, by line-item or lump-sum
budget, funds for the operation of the probate court in that county. However, before a county board of
commissioners may appropriate a lump-sum budget, the chief judge of the probate court in that county or that
probate district shall submit to the county board of commissioners a budget request in line-item form with
appropriate detail. A court that receives a line-item budget shall not exceed a line-item appropriation or transfer
funds between line items without the prior approval of the county board of commissioners. A court that receives a
lump-sum budget shall not exceed that budget without the prior approval of the county board of commissioners.

(2) In a county that is not part of a probate district, the county is the employer of the county-paid employees of
the probate court in that county. In a probate district, the employer of the county-paid employees of the probate
court shall be as follows:

(a) As determined pursuant to a contract entered into by the counties within the probate district under Act No. 8
of the Public Acts of the Extra Session of 1967, being sections 124.531 to 124.536 of the Michigan Compiled
Laws.

(b) If the counties within the probate district do not enter into an agreement described in subdivision (a), each
county is the employer of the county-paid employees of the probate court who serve in that county or who are
designated by agreement of the counties within the probate district as being employed by that county.

(3) The employer of county-paid employees of the probate court designated under subsection (2), in concurrence
with the chief judge of the probate court, has the following authority:

(a) To establish personnel policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, policies and procedures relating
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to compensation, fringe benefits, pensions, holidays, leave, work schedules, discipline, grievances, personnel
records, probation, and hiring and termination practices.

(b) To make and enter into collective bargaining agreements with representatives of the county-paid employees
of the probate court in that county or in the counties covered by a contract entered into under subsection (2)(a).

(4) If the employer of the county-paid employees of the probate court and the chief judge of the probate court
are not able to concur on the exercise of their authority as to any matter described in subsection (3)(a), that
authority shall be exercised by either the employer or the chief judge as follows:

(a) The employer has the authority to establish policies and procedures relating to compensation, fringe benefits,
pensions, holidays, and leave.

(b) The chief judge has authority to establish policies and procedures relating to work schedules, discipline,
grievances, personnel records, probation, hiring and termination practices, and other personnel matters not included
in subdivision (a).

(5) The employer of the county-paid employees of the probate court designated under subsection (2) and the
chief judge of the probate court each may appoint an agent for collective bargaining conducted under subsections
(3) and (4).

(6) The chief judge of the probate court in the county may elect not to participate in the collective bargaining
process for county-paid employees of the probate court.

(7) Except as otherwise provided by law, the chief judge of the probate court in a county or probate court
district shall appoint, supervise, discipline, or dismiss the employees of the probate court in that county or probate
court district in accordance with personnel policies and procedures developed pursuant to subsection (3) or (4) and
any applicable collective bargaining agreement. Compensation of the employees of the probate court shall be paid
by the county or, in the case of a probate district, by the counties comprising the probate court district.

(8) If the implementation of the 1996 amendatory act that amended this section requires a transfer of court
employees or a change of employers, all employees of the former court employer shall be transferred to, and
appointed as employees of, the appropriate employer designated under subsection (2) subject to all rights and
benefits they held with the former court employer. An employee who is transferred shall not, by reason of the
transfer, be placed in any worse position with respect to worker's compensation, pension, seniority, wages, sick
leave, vacation, health and welfare insurance, or any other terms and conditions of employment that the employee
enjoyed as an employee of the former court employer. The rights and benefits protected by this subsection may be
altered by a future collective bargaining agreement or, for employees not covered by collective bargaining
agreements, by benefit plans as established and adopted by the employer designated under subsection (2). An
employee who is transferred shall not be made subject to any residency requirements by the employer designated
under subsection (2).

(9) The employer designated under subsection (2) shall assume and be bound by any existing collective
bargaining agreement held by the former court employer and, except where the existing collective bargaining
agreement may otherwise permit, shall retain the employees covered by that collective bargaining agreement. A
transfer of court employees shall not adversely affect any existing rights and obligations contained in the existing
collective bargaining agreement.

(10) When performing services in a courtroom, employees of the probate court are subject to the control of the
judge holding court in the courtroom.

(11) The role of the chief judge under this section is that of the principal administrator of the officers and
personnel of the court and is not that of a representative of a source of funding. The state is not a party to the
contract. Except as otherwise provided by law, the state is not the employer of court officers or personnel and is
not liable for claims arising out of the employment relationship of court officers or personnel or arising out of the
conduct of court officers or personnel.

(12) As used in this section, "county-paid employees of the probate court” means persons employed in the
probate court in a county who receive any compensation as a direct result of an annual budget appropriation
approved by the county board of commissioners of that county, but does not include a judge of the probate court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996

Constitutionality: The Michigan Supreme Court held in Judicial Attorneys Association v Michigan, 459 Mich 291; 597 NW2d 113 (1999),
that MCL 600.593a (3)-(10) and parallel provisions of MCL 600.591, 600.837, 600.8271, 600.8273, and 600.8274 violate the separation of
powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2 and are unconstitutional. 1996 PA 374 provided that a local council created pursuant to the act or
Wayne County became the employer of the employees of the Third Circuit and Recorder's Courts. The Court ruled that because subsections
(3)-(10) of MCL 600.593a are not a sufficiently limited exercise by one branch of another branch's power that they impermissibly interfere
with the judiciary's inherent authority to manage its internal operations and, therefore, are unconstitutional because they violate the separation
of powers clause of Const 1963, art 3, § 2.
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600.838 Disqualification of probate judge.
Sec. 838.

(1) A probate judge shall not sit in any proceeding:

(a) In which he is a party, or is financially interested.

(b) In which he would be excluded from being a juror by reason of consanguinity or affinity to any of the parties.

(c) In which he is related within the third degree of consanguinity or affinity to any of the attorneys of any party,
witness, or representative in the proceeding. This disqualification may be waived by stipulation filed in the
proceeding.

(d) Which involves or may involve the validity or interpretation of a will, contract, deed, mortgage, bill of sale,
note or other document which he prepared, in the preparation of which he assisted, or to the execution of which he
acted as a witness.

(e) Which involves a contested matter concerning which he advised a party to the contest.

(f) In which a probate register or other employee of the probate court in that county or probate court district,
while holding that office or employment, prepared or assisted in the preparation of a will, contract, deed, mortgage,
bill of sale, note, or other document involved in the hearing or trial, or acted as a witness to the execution thereof.

(2) A judge of probate shall not decide nor participate in the decision of any question which is argued in the
court when he was not present and sitting therein as a judge.

(3) When a probate judge is disqualified within the meaning of subsection (1) or (2), the judge shall be deemed
incapacitated for purposes of section 824.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.839 Probate judge, probate register, or employee of probate court; prohibitions.
Sec. 839.

(1) A probate judge, probate register, or employee of the probate court shall not be:

(a) A fiduciary or appraiser of an estate under the jurisdiction of the probate court in the county or probate court
district in which he is a probate judge, probate register, or employee.

(b) An attorney or counsel in an action or matter which may depend upon, or relate to, a sentence or order made
or entered by the probate judge in the county or probate court district in which he is a probate judge, probate
register, or employee.

(c) An attorney or counsel for or against a fiduciary appointed under the jurisdiction of the probate court in the
county or probate court district in which he is a probate judge, probate register, or employee, in any action or
proceeding brought by or against the fiduciary as such or in any action or proceeding relating to the official conduct
of that fiduciary.

(2) A probate judge shall not have a partner practicing in the probate court in the county or probate court district
in which he is a probate judge. Unless he is a party to the proceeding, a probate judge shall not be directly or
indirectly interested in the costs of a proceeding that is brought in the probate court in the county or probate court
district in which he is a probate judge.

(3) A clerk or employee of the probate court may not be an appraiser, referee, or divider of an estate which is
under the jurisdiction of the probate court in the county or probate court district in which he is a clerk or employee.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.841 Probate court; jurisdiction and power.
Sec. 841.

(1) The probate court has jurisdiction and power as follows:
(a) As conferred upon it under the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.1101 to
700.8206.
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(b) As conferred upon it under the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1001 to 330.2106.

(c) As conferred upon it under this act.

(d) As conferred upon it under another law or compact.

(2) In a judicial circuit in which the probate court is affected by a plan of concurrent jurisdiction adopted under
chapter 4, the probate court has concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court or the district court, or both, as
provided in the plan of concurrent jurisdiction, except as to the following matters:

(a) The circuit court has exclusive jurisdiction over appeals from the district court and from administrative
agencies as authorized by law.

(b) The circuit court has exclusive jurisdiction and power to issue, hear, and determine prerogative and remedial
writs consistent with section 13 of article VI of the state constitution of 1963.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000 ;-- Am.
2002, Act 678, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 338, Eff. Jan. 1, 2013 ;-- Am. 2013, Act
164, Imd. Eff. Nov. 12,2013

600.843 Contesting jurisdiction based on residence of person or location of person's property.
Sec. 843.

Jurisdiction assumed in any case by a judge of probate, so far as it depends on the place of residence of a
person, or the location of the person's property, shall not be contested in any other action or proceeding, except in
an appeal from the probate court in the original case, or when the want of jurisdiction appears on the face of a
petition or from the record.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.845 Concurrent jurisdiction of circuit court.
Sec. 845.

The jurisdiction conferred by this chapter shall not be construed to deprive the circuit court in the proper county
of concurrent jurisdiction as originally exercised over the same matter.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.846 Removal of action or proceeding to probate court.
Sec. 846.

In an action or proceeding pending in any other court of this state of which the probate court and the other court
have concurrent jurisdiction, the judge of the other court, upon motion of a party and after a finding and order on
the jurisdictional issue, may by order remove the action or proceeding to the probate court. If the action or
proceeding is removed to the probate court, the judge of the other court shall forward to the probate court the
original of all papers in the action or proceeding and thereafter proceedings shall not be had before the other court.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1989, Act 70, Eff. Sept. 1, 1989 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016
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600.847 Powers of probate court in exercise of jurisdiction.
Sec. 847.

In the exercise of jurisdiction vested in the probate court by law, the probate court shall have the same powers
as the circuit court to hear and determine any matter and make any proper orders to fully effectuate the probate
court's jurisdiction and decisions.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.848 Rehearings; modifying and setting aside orders, sentences, or judgments; order with respect to
original hearing or rehearing of contested matter; exception.

Sec. 848.

(1) Upon petition, where justice requires, and after due notice is given to all parties in interest, the probate court
may grant rehearings and modify and set aside orders, sentences, or judgments rendered in the court.

(2) The probate court shall make and enter an order with respect to the original hearing or rehearing of a
contested matter within 30 days after the termination of the hearing or rehearing.

(3) This section shall not apply to a proceeding under chapter 10 of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, as
amended.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.849 Validity of order or decree.
Sec. 849.

When the validity of any order or sentence of the probate court is in question in any other action or proceeding,
everything necessary to have been done or proved to render the order or decree valid, and which might have been
proved by parol at the time of making the order or sentence, and was not required to be recorded, shall, after 20
years from such time, be presumed to have been done or proved, unless the contrary appears on the same record.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.851 Administration of oaths; certification.
Sec. 851.
Oaths required to be taken by fiduciaries, appraisers, and dividers of estates, or by any other person in relation

to any proceeding in the probate court, may be administered by a probate judge, probate register, or notary public,
and a certified certificate thereof shall be returned and filed in the probate court.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979
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600.852 Petition, inventory, accounting, proof of claim, or proof of service; declaration; false execution and
filing; penalties.

Sec. 852.

(1) A petition, inventory, accounting, proof of claim or proof of service filed with the probate court need not be
verified, acknowledged or made on oath if the person signing the instrument states immediately above the date and
his signature: "I declare under the penalties of perjury that this was examined by me and that the
contents thereof are true to the best of my information, knowledge and belief." This provision shall not apply to
nominations of guardians by minors.

(2) A person who falsely executes and files with the probate court as provided in this section an instrument
containing a declaration under the penalty of perjury may be found guilty of contempt of court and punished
therefor and shall in addition be subject to the same responsibilities, liabilities, and penalties as he would have been
if he had executed the instrument under oath.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.854 Notice governed by supreme court rule.
Sec. 854.

Except as otherwise provided by law, any notice required by law shall be governed by supreme court rule.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.855 Form; approval.
Sec. 855.

For the purpose of achieving uniformity of forms throughout this state in the probate court, effective July 1,
1979, only forms approved by the supreme court or the state court administrator shall be used.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.856 Change of venue; procedure; contested venue.
Sec. 856.

(1) The venue of all proceedings or any portion thereof may be changed for the convenience of the parties and
witnesses or when an impartial trial cannot be had, to the probate court in any other county upon petition of an
interested party or upon the motion of the probate judge who has or would have jurisdiction. Copies of documents,
as specified by the petitioner, which are on file in the court where the proceedings are pending, together, with any
original instrument as specified, shall, without payment therefor, thereupon be transmitted by the probate court to
the probate court in the county granted venue. After venue is changed, any notice of hearing which is required to be
published shall be published in the county from which venue was changed.

(2) In cases of contested venue, proceedings shall be stayed except in the probate court in the county where first
filed until final determination there of venue.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979
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600.857 Jury trial.
Sec. 857.

(1) If a party to a proceeding in the probate court would have had a right before January 1, 1971 to demand a
jury to determine a particular issue of fact in the circuit court upon a de novo appeal from that proceeding to the
circuit court, that party shall on and after January 1, 1971 have the right to demand a jury to determine that issue of
fact in the probate court proceeding.

(2) When a jury is demanded pursuant to law in a proceeding in the probate court, the jury shall be summoned
and selected in accordance with sections 1301 to 1354. With respect to jurors any examination, challenge,
replacement, oath or other practice which is not governed by the provisions of sections 1301 to 1354 shall be
governed by rules adopted by the supreme court.

(3) If a jury trial is demanded in any proceeding by a party having a right to have a jury determine an issue, the
demanding party shall pay into court a jury fee in an amount equal to the jury fee required in the circuit court in the
same county but not to exceed $30.00, which fee shall be paid to the county treasurer for deposit in the general
fund of the county. A jury fee shall not be required from a party demanding a jury trial in the juvenile division of the
probate court or under Act No. 258 of the Public Acts of 1974, as amended, being sections 330.1001 to 330.2106
of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.858 Security for costs; award of costs in contested case.
Sec. 858.

(1) When it appears reasonable and proper, the probate court may require a party to a proceeding before a
hearing to give sufficient security for all costs as may be awarded against that party.

(2) In a contested case, the probate court may award costs to either party to be paid by the other party or out of
the estate, as justice and equity requires.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.859 Taking testimony; record; keeping index and original notes.
Sec. 859.

(1) The following testimony before a probate judge shall be recorded:

(a) Testimony in contested matters.

(b) Testimony in matters pertaining to the admission to a hospital or other facility for mentally ill or
developmentally disabled persons.

(c) Testimony in matters pertaining to persons having a contagious disease.

(d) Testimony in other matters if requested by an interested party.

(e) Testimony and other proceedings required by supreme court rule.

(2) In matters not governed by subsection (1), testimony before a probate judge, probate register, or deputy
probate register may be given orally without a record being made of the testimony.

(3) The court shall keep sufficient index of the testimony and the court shall keep the index and the original notes
as prescribed by supreme court rules.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1979, Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 25, 1979 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987 ;--
Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 201, Imd. Eff. Dec. 18, 2013
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600.861 Repealed. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to appeal of orders as matter of right.

600.863 Repealed. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to appeal to circuit court and court of appeals.

600.866 Appeals to be on record; trial de novo prohibited; notice of appeal; appeals governed by supreme
court rule.

Sec. 866.

(1) All appeals from the probate court shall be on a written transcript of the record made in the probate court or
on a record settled and agreed to by the parties and approved by the probate court. An appeal shall not be tried de
novo.

(2) A party appealing from the probate court shall give notice of appeal to all interested parties as provided by
supreme court rule.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this section and section 867, appeals from the probate court are governed by
supreme court rule.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016

600.867 Stay of further proceedings in pursuance of judgment, order, or sentence; exception; application
for delayed appeal.

Sec. 867.

(1) After an appeal of right from a judgment or order of the probate court is filed with the court of appeals and
notice of the appeal is filed with the probate court, all further proceedings in pursuance of the judgment, order, or
sentence, appealed from are stayed for a period of 21 days or, if a motion for stay pending appeal is granted, until
the appeal is determined, except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), section 65(2) of chapter X of the probate
code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 710.65, or supreme court rule.

(2) The pendency of an appeal from the family division of the circuit court or from an order of the probate court
entered under the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1001 to 330.2106, or sections 5201 to 5319 of the
estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5201 to 700.5319, does not stay the judgment or
order unless the court from which or to which the appeal is taken specifically orders the stay. An application for a
delayed appeal from an order of the family division of the circuit court shall be filed within 6 months after entry of
the judgment or order.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1979, Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 25, 1979 ;-- Am. 2016, Act 186, Eff. Sept. 27, 2016
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600.871 Decedents' estates; fees; payment; final accounting; receipt.
Sec. 871.

(1) In all decedents' estates in which proceedings are instituted for probate, the probate court shall charge and
collect the following fees as an expense of administration on the value of all assets, as of the date of death of the
decedent, as follows:

(a) In an estate of value of less than $1,000.00, $5.00 plus 1% of the amount over $500.00.

(b) In an estate of value of $1,000.00 or more, but less than $3,000.00, $25.00.

(c) In an estate of value of $3,000.00 or more but less than $10,000.00, $25.00 plus 5/8 of 1% of the amount
over $3,000.00.

(d) In an estate of value of $10,000.00 or more but less than $25,000.00, $68.75 plus 1/2 of 1% of the amount
over $10,000.00.

(e) In an estate of value of $25,000.00 but less than $50,000.00, $143.75 plus 3/8 of 1% of the amount over
$25,000.00.

(f) In an estate of value of $50,000.00 but less than $100,000.00, $237.50 plus 1/4 of 1% of the amount over
$50,000.00.

(g) In an estate of value of $100,000.00 to $500,000.00, $362.50 plus 1/8 of 1% of the amount over
$100,000.00.

(h) For each additional $100,000.00 value, or larger fraction thereof, over $500,000.00, $62.50.

(i) For each additional $100,000.00 value, or larger fraction thereof, over $1,000,000.00, $31.25.

(2) Beginning March 28, 2013, in calculating a fee under subsection (1), if real property that is included in the
estate is encumbered by or used as security for an indebtedness, the amount of the indebtedness must be deducted
from the value of the real property.

(3) The fees in subsection (1), rounded to the whole dollar, are due and payable to the probate court on or
before the closing of the estate or within 1 year after the commencement of probate proceedings, whichever occurs
first. The probate court shall not accept a final accounting until the fees are paid in full and shown as part of the
final accounting. An official receipt must be issued to the payer when the fees are collected.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 326, Imd. Eff. Dec. 27, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 596, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013 ;--
Am. 2018, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 21, 2018

600.872 Repealed. 1996, Act 374, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to exemplifications and certified copies.

600.873 Repealed. 1979, Act 69, Imd. Eff. July 25, 1979.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to certified copy or exemplification of record, paper, or proceeding.

600.874 Probate court; charge and collection of fees; waiver of fee for conduct of marriage ceremony;
remittance.

Sec. 874.

(1) The probate court shall charge and collect the following fees:
(a) For performing a marriage ceremony, $10.00.
(b) For issuance of a commission to take testimony, $7.00.
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(c) For taking, certifying, sealing, and forwarding depositions, $5.00, and 10 cents per page, which fees shall be
considered as costs in the case; and for each copy of the deposition furnished, 3 cents per page.

(2) A probate judge may waive the fee for performing a marriage ceremony if the parties to the marriage are
indigent.

(3) A fee paid under subsection (1)(a) shall be remitted to the probate court for the county in which the probate
judge performing the marriage serves.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 266, Imd. Eff. July 3, 2012

600.875 Charging estate; limitation; conditions.
Sec. 875.

If the estate of a respondent, minor, legally incapacitated person, or protected person is sufficient, the probate
court may charge the estate of the person an amount approved by the court, but not more than the actual cost of
the services, for any of the following:

(a) Guardian ad litem appointed to represent the person.

(b) Counsel appointed to represent the person.

(c) Court ordered examination by a physician or mental health professional.
(d) Independent examination by a physician or mental health professional.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993

600.876 Certified copies for which charges or fees prohibited.
Sec. 876.

A charge shall not be made nor shall any fee be collected on account of or by reason of the furnishing of certified
copies in connection with proceedings for the admission and commitment of persons to mental hospitals or any
facility or institution maintained or operated by the state or the federal government for the care of mentally ill or
developmentally disabled persons, or for determining inheritance tax.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2014, Act 68, Imd. Eff. Mar. 28, 2014

600.877 Fees; time of payment.
Sec. 877.

All fees received by the probate court during each month under sections 871 to 874 must be paid on or before
the tenth day of the succeeding month as follows:

(a) Beginning March 28, 2013, 47.5% of each fee must be paid to the county treasurer and credited to the
county general fund.

(b) Beginning March 28, 2013, 52.5% of each fee must be paid to the state treasurer and credited to the state
general fund.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 596, Eff. Mar. 28, 2013 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 33, Imd. Eff. Feb. 21, 2018
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600.878 Transcript fees.
Sec. 878.

(1) The probate court reporter or recorder may collect for transcripts of testimony requested by any interested
party or ordered by the probate judge, other than depositions, the same fees as provided by section 2543 for circuit
court reporters or recorders unless a lower rate is agreed upon. The transcript fees so collected shall be paid to the
probate court reporter or recorder by the ordering party, or by the county for a transcript ordered by a probate
judge, which fees shall accrue to the reporter or recorder as additional compensation.

(2) Fees shall not be charged or collected for transcripts provided under Act No. 243 of the Public Acts of 1919,
being section 35.41 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.879 Prohibited compensation, fees, or costs; violation as malfeasance in office.
Sec. 879.

(1) A probate judge, probate register, clerk, or employee of the probate court shall not receive or accept any
compensation whatever for collecting from a fiduciary or estate any fees for the publishing of a notice or matter
required in a proceeding in the probate court.

(2) A probate judge shall not collect or receive any fee from, or charge any costs to, a person unless the payment
of the fee or costs is expressly authorized by law. A person violating this section is guilty of malfeasance in office.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

600.880 Filing fees for civil action to probate register; exceptions; disposition.
Sec. 880.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section and section 880a, at the time of commencing a civil action or
proceeding in the probate court, the party commencing the civil action or proceeding shall pay a $150.00 filing fee
to the probate court register.

(2) At the time of commencing a proceeding under section 3982 of the estates and protected individuals code,
1998 PA 386, MCL 700.3982, the party commencing the proceeding shall pay a $25.00 filing fee to the probate
court register.

(3) Except as otherwise provided by law, a fee shall not be charged for commencing a proceeding in probate
court under a provision of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1001 to 330.2106.

(4) A party is not required to pay a fee under this section if the party is the attorney general, department of
treasury, family independence agency, state public administrator, or administrator of veterans affairs of the United
States veterans administration, or an agency of county government.

(5) The probate register, on or before the fifth day of the month following the month in which fees are collected
under this section, shall transmit to the county treasurer all fees collected under this section during the preceding
month. Within 15 days after receiving the fees, the county treasurer shall transmit all fees collected under
subsection (1) to the civil filing fee fund created in section 171 and all fees collected under subsection (2) to the
state treasurer for deposit in the state court fund created by section 151a.

History: Add. 1992, Act 233, Eff. Mar. 31, 1993 ;-- Am. 1993, Act 189, Eff. Oct. 8, 1993 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000 ;-- Am.
2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003
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600.880a Filing fee commencing guardianship to probate register; exception; disposition.
Sec. 880a.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section and section 880, at the time of commencing a guardianship or
limited guardianship proceeding in the probate court, the party commencing the proceeding shall pay a $150.00
filing fee to the probate register.

(2) A party is not required to pay a fee under this section if the party is the attorney general, department of
treasury, family independence agency, state public administrator, or administrator of veterans affairs of the United
States veterans administration, or an agency of county government.

(3) The probate register, on or before the fifth day of the month following the month in which any fees are
collected under this section, shall transmit to the county treasurer all fees collected under this section during the
preceding month. Within 15 days after receiving the fees, the county treasurer shall transmit all fees collected to the
state treasurer for deposit in the civil filing fee fund created by section 171.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

600.880b Fees paid to probate register; exceptions; disposition.
Sec. 880b.

(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, after the commencement of a civil action or proceeding in the probate
court, a party filing a motion, petition, account, objection, or claim shall pay a $20.00 motion fee to the probate
register.

(2) The probate register shall charge and collect a $15.00 service fee for each writ of garnishment, attachment,
or execution or for each judgment debtor discovery subpoena issued.

(3) A fee shall not be charged under this section in a guardianship or limited guardianship proceeding if the
moving party is the subject of the proceeding.

(4) A fee shall not be charged under this section in a conservatorship proceeding if the moving party is the
subject of the proceeding or, if the conservatorship is for a minor, for a motion to release restricted funds.

(5) A party is not required to pay a fee under this section if the party is the attorney general, department of
treasury, family independence agency, state public administrator, or administrator of veterans affairs of the United
States veterans administration, or an agency of county government.

(6) The probate register, on or before the fifth day of the month following the month in which fees are collected
under this section, shall transmit to the county treasurer all fees collected under this section during the preceding
month. Within 15 days after receiving the fees, the county treasurer shall transmit 50% of each fee collected to the
state treasurer for deposit in the state court fund created by section 151a and shall deposit the remaining 50% of
each fee in the county general fund for use exclusively for expenses of the probate court, to be first applied toward
expenses in adult guardianship proceedings of the independent evaluations, legal counsel, and periodic review
mandated by article 5 of the estates and protected individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5101 to 700.5520.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003 ;--
Am. 2003, Act 178, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

600.880c Fees for bringing appeal, registering trust, or depositing will; disposition.
Sec. 880c.

(1) Upon appeal from the probate court to the circuit court or court of appeals, the party bringing the appeal
shall pay a $25.00 fee to the probate court register.

(2) Upon registering a trust or depositing a will for safekeeping, the person registering the trust or depositing the
will shall pay a $25.00 fee to the probate court register.
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(3) The probate court register, on or before the fifth day of the month following the month in which fees are
collected under this section, shall transmit all fees collected under this section during the previous month to the
county treasurer. The county treasurer shall deposit all the fees in the county general fund for use exclusively for
expenses of the probate court, to be first applied toward expenses in adult guardianship proceedings of the
independent evaluations, legal counsel, and periodic review mandated by article 5 of the estates and protected
individuals code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5101 to 700.5513.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000

600.880d Waiver or suspension of fees.
Sec. 880d.

A judge of probate shall order that the payment of any fee required under this chapter be waived or suspended,
in whole or in part, upon a showing by affidavit of indigency or inability to pay.

History: Add. 1993, Act 189, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 1993

600.899 Repeal of MCL 701.1 to 701.18a, 701.20 to 701.45d, 701.50 to 701.55, and 712A.22.
Sec. 899.

Sections 1 to 18a, 20 to 45d and 50 to 55 of chapter 1 and section 22 of chapter 12A of Act No. 288 of the
Public Acts of 1939, as amended, being sections 701.1 to 701.18a, 701.20 to 701.45d, 701.50 to 701.55 and
712A.22 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, are repealed.

History: Add. 1978, Act 543, Eff. July 1, 1979

Chapter 9
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

600.901 State bar; membership; public body corporate.
Sec. 901.

The state bar of Michigan is a public body corporate, the membership of which consists of all persons who are
now and hereafter licensed to practice law in this state. The members of the state bar of Michigan are officers of the
courts of this state, and have the exclusive right to designate themselves as "attorneys and counselors," or
"attorneys at law," or "lawyers." No person is authorized to practice law in this state unless he complies with the
requirements of the supreme court with regard thereto.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

Constitutionality: The State of Michigan, through the combined actions of the Supreme Court, the Legislature, and the State Bar, may
compulsorily exact dues, and require association of attorneys, to support only those duties and functions of the State Bar which serve a
compelling state interest and which cannot be accomplished by means less intrusive upon the First Amendment rights of objecting attorneys.
Falk v State Bar, 418 Mich 270; 342 NW2d 504 (1983).The regulation of the practice of law, the maintenance of high standards in the legal
profession, and the discharge of the profession's duty to protect and inform the public are purposes in which the State of Michigan has a
compelling interest justifying unavoidable intrusions on the First Amendment rights of attorneys; on the other hand, political and legislative
activities are impermissible intrusions, as are activities designed to further commercial and economic interests of the members of the bar. Falk
v State Bar, 418 Mich 270; 342 NW2d 504 (1983).
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600.904 State bar; regulation by supreme court.
Sec. 904.

The supreme court has the power to provide for the organization, government, and membership of the state bar
of Michigan, and to adopt rules and regulations concerning the conduct and activities of the state bar of Michigan
and its members, the schedule of membership dues therein, the discipline, suspension, and disbarment of its
members for misconduct, and the investigation and examination of applicants for admission to the bar.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

Constitutionality: The State of Michigan, through the combined actions of the Supreme Court, the Legislature, and the State Bar, may
compulsorily exact dues, and require association of attorneys, to support only those duties and functions of the State Bar which serve a
compelling state interest and which cannot be accomplished by means less intrusive upon the First Amendment rights of objecting attorneys.
Falk v State Bar, 418 Mich 270; 342 NW2d 504 (1983).The regulation of the practice of law, the maintenance of high standards in the legal
profession, and the discharge of the profession's duty to protect and inform the public are purposes in which the State of Michigan has a
compelling interest justifying unavoidable intrusions on the First Amendment rights of attorneys; on the other hand, political and legislative
activities are impermissible intrusions, as are activities designed to further commercial and economic interests of the members of the bar. Falk
v State Bar, 418 Mich 270; 342 NW2d 504 (1983).

600.907 State bar; subpoena, administration of oaths.
Sec. 907.

The state bar of Michigan has the power of subpoena, and the authority to take testimony under oath, which
may be exercised by its officers, boards and committees for the purpose of aiding in cases of discipline, suspension,
and disbarment of its members, and in cases of applicants for admission to the bar, under such regulations and
restrictions as the supreme court may prescribe. The persons exercising the power granted by this section have the
power to administer the necessary oaths.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.908 Granting immunity to witness in lawyer disciplinary proceeding.
Sec. 908.

(1) Upon application filed by the attorney grievance commission, and after affording the witness, the attorney
general, and the prosecuting attorney of the county where the alleged violation occurred the opportunity to be
heard regarding any objections which any may have, the supreme court may grant immunity to a witness in a lawyer
disciplinary proceeding in a manner described in this section.

(2) An order granting immunity shall not be issued if the supreme court determines, based on information
supplied by the attorney general or the prosecuting attorney of the county where the alleged violation occurred,
that an order of immunity would interfere with an ongoing criminal investigation.

(3) The application shall set forth the proposed questions to be asked and shall be served on the witness, the
attorney general, and the prosecuting attorney of the county where the alleged violation occurred.

(4) An order granting immunity shall not extend beyond answers reasonably encompassed within the questions
set forth in the application or beyond the scope of the disciplinary proceeding.

(5) A true copy of the order granting immunity shall be delivered to the witness before he or she answers a
question which is the subject of the grant of immunity.

(6) A witness granted immunity as provided by this section has the right to be represented by counsel at all times
at his or her request.

(7) A person required to answer the questions pursuant to an order granting immunity shall not be prosecuted
thereafter for an offense concerning which an answer may have tended to incriminate that person.
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(8) A witness who wilfully swears falsely under oath in regard to any matter upon which he or she is being
examined under a grant of immunity commits perjury and is guilty of a felony, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 15 years.

(9) The refusal of a witness to answer a question which is the subject of a grant of immunity shall constitute a
contempt punishable by the circuit court of the county in which the refusal occurred or by the supreme court.

(10) A copy of the transcript of the questions and answers subject to the grant of immunity shall be delivered to
the witness as soon as practicable. The copy of the transcript shall be certified as true by a person authorized to
administer oaths in the proceeding.

History: Add. 1982, Act 166, Imd. Eff. May 31, 1982

600.909 License to practice law subject to support and visitation enforcement act.
Sec. 909.

A license to practice law in this state is subject to suspension as provided in the support and visitation
enforcement act, Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.601 to 552.650 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, and the regulated occupation support enforcement act.

History: Add. 1996, Act 238, Eff. Jan. 1, 1997

600.910 Admission to bar; discipline; venue.
Sec. 910.

The supreme court and each circuit court has jurisdiction to admit individuals who possess the required
qualifications to the bar of this state, to disbar or suspend members of the bar for misconduct, and to reinstate
licenses to practice law. Each court of appeals judicial district has jurisdiction to admit individuals who possess the
required qualifications to the bar of this state. All of the matters and proceedings described in this section are civil
in nature, and the venue of the matters and proceedings is subject to regulation by the supreme court.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 217, Eff. Apr. 2, 2025

600.913 Admission of person to bar; oath; fee; certificate of admission; record of admission; transmitting
certified copies of orders of admission, suspension, disbarment, contempt, or reinstatement.

Sec. 913.

(1) The clerk of the supreme court, the chief clerk of the court of appeals, and the clerk of each circuit court
shall, when an individual is admitted to the bar by that court, do all of the following:

(a) Administer to the individual the oath prescribed by the supreme court for members of the bar.

(b) Upon payment of $25.00, issue to the individual a certificate of admission.

(c) Keep a record of the admission in the roll of attorneys and the journal of that court.

(d) Promptly transmit to the clerk of the supreme court and to the State Bar of Michigan without charge certified
copies of the orders of admission.

(2) If a member of the bar is suspended, disbarred, or held in contempt, or if an individual is reinstated as a
member of the bar, the clerk of the court so doing shall transmit to the clerk of the supreme court and to the State
Bar of Michigan without charge certified copies of those orders.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1977, Act 112, Imd. Eff. Oct. 12, 1977 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 217, Eff. Apr. 2, 2025

600.916 Unauthorized practice of law.
Sec. 916.

(1) A person shall not practice law or engage in the law business, shall not in any manner whatsoever lead others
to believe that he or she is authorized to practice law or to engage in the law business, and shall not in any manner
whatsoever represent or designate himself or herself as an attorney and counselor, attorney at law, or lawyer, unless
the person is regularly licensed and authorized to practice law in this state. A person who violates this section is
guilty of contempt of the supreme court and of the circuit court of the county in which the violation occurred, and
upon conviction is punishable as provided by law. This section does not apply to a person who is duly licensed and
authorized to practice law in another state while temporarily in this state and engaged in a particular matter.

(2) A domestic violence victim advocate's assistance that is provided in accordance with section 2950c does not
violate this section.

(3) An application assistant's or victim advocate's assistance that is provided in accordance with the address
confidentiality program act does not violate this section.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 112, Eff. July 1, 2000 ;-- Am. 2020, Act 307, Eff. June 27, 2021

600.919 Fees; solicitation.
Sec. 919.

(1) The measure of the compensation of members of the bar is left to the express or implied agreement of the
parties subject to the regulation of the supreme court.

(2) Any agreement for such compensation, or for reimbursement of any expenses, incident to the prosecution or
defense of any claim by any party is wholly void if such professional employment was solicited by the member of
the bar, or by any other person acting on his behalf or at his request, unless the services of such member of the bar
were first requested by such party.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.922 Board of law examiners; membership, vacancies, officers.
Sec. 922.

There is hereby constituted a board of law examiners consisting of 5 active members of the bar each of whom
shall hold office for 5 years and 1 of whom shall be appointed by the governor on nomination by the supreme court
on the first day of July in each year. Vacancies on the board shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.
The president of the board is the member of the board whose term first expires. The board shall elect a secretary
annually from its own membership. The clerk of the supreme court ex-officio is the assistant secretary and treasurer
of the board. If a vacancy occurs in the office of president, the board may elect a president for the unexpired term
from its own membership.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.925 Board of law examiners; applicants for admission; rules and regulations.
Sec. 925.

The board of law examiners has charge of the investigation and examination of all persons who initially apply for
admission to the bar of this state. The board may adopt suitable regulations, subject to approval by the supreme
court, concerning the performance of its functions and duties. Regulations adopted pursuant to this section need
not be published pursuant to Act No. 88 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 24.71 to 24.82, inclusive, of the
Compiled Laws of 1948, as amended. The board has the power of subpoena, and the authority to administer oaths,
and to take testimony under oath, which may be exercised by any member of the board in cases of applicants for
admission to the bar.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.928 Board of law examiners; meetings, quorum.
Sec. 928.

The board of law examiners shall meet at least once in each year at such times and places as the chairman shall
determine for the purpose of investigating, examining, hearing, and passing upon the qualifications of applicants for
admission to the bar, and to transact such other business as may come before the board. Three members of the
board shall constitute a quorum. The action of a majority of the members present at a meeting at which a quorum is
present shall be the action of the board.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.931 Fees for admission to bar; uniform bar examination; compensation and expenses of board of law
examiners; definitions.

Sec. 931.

(1) The fees required to be paid by each applicant for admission to the bar must be paid to the board of law
examiners, and must be deposited in the general fund for the restricted purpose of expenditures of the supreme
court related to the administration of the board of law examiners.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the fees described in this section are as follows:

(a) The fee for applying for examination is $300.00.

(b) The fee for applying for reexamination or recertification is $200.00.

(¢) The fee for admission without examination is $600.00.

(d) The additional fee for late filing of an application or transfer of an application is $100.00.

(e) The fee for admission by uniform bar examination score transfer is $400.00.

(3) The supreme court, by administrative order or rule, may increase the amounts prescribed in subsection (2)(a),
(b), or (c) within the following limits:

(a) The fee for applying for an examination may be increased to not more than $400.00.

(b) The fee for applying for a reexamination or recertification may be increased to not more than $300.00.

(c) The fee for admission without examination may be increased to not more than $800.00.

(4) Each member of the board is entitled to receive compensation for his or her services as are authorized by the
supreme court and appropriated by the legislature, and in addition the actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
discharge of his or her duties as a member of the board. The expenses of the board must be paid upon certification
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by the supreme court pursuant to the procedures established by the supreme court.

(5) As used in this section:

(a) "Uniform bar examination" means the examination as defined and administered by the National Conference of
Bar Examiners.

(b) "Uniform bar examination score transfer" means the transfer to this state of a uniform bar examination score
achieved in another jurisdiction for purposes of admission to the state bar.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1976, Act 57, Imd. Eff. Mar. 24, 1976 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 408, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1981 ;--
Am. 1989, Act 100, Imd. Eff. June 21, 1989 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 86, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2000 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7, 2022

600.934 Qualifications for admission to bar; '"good moral character" defined; election to use multistate bar
examination scaled score; disclosure of score.

Sec. 934.

(1) An individual is qualified for admission to the bar of this state if he or she proves to the satisfaction of the
board of law examiners that he or she is an individual of good moral character, is 18 years of age or older, has the
required general education, learning in the law, and fitness and ability to enable him or her to practice law in the
courts of record of this state, and that he or she intends in good faith to practice or teach law in this state.
Additional requirements concerning the qualifications for admission are contained in subsequent sections of this
chapter. For purposes of this subsection, good moral character is determined by the board of law examiners and
1974 PA 381, MCL 338.41 to 338.47, does not apply to that determination.

(2) An individual may elect to use the multistate bar examination scaled score that he or she achieved on a
multistate bar examination administered in another state or territory when applying for admission to the bar of this
state, but only if all of the following are met:

(a) The score that the individual elects to use was achieved on a multistate examination administered within the 3
years immediately preceding the multistate bar examination in this state for which the individual would otherwise
sit.

(b) The individual achieved a passing grade on the bar examination of which the multistate examination the score
of which the individual elects to use was a part.

(c) The multistate examination the score of which the individual elects to use was administered in a state or
territory that provides a reciprocal right to elect to use the score achieved on the multistate examination
administered in this state to Michigan residents who are seeking admission to the bar of that state or territory.

(d) The individual earns a grade on the essay portion of the bar examination that when combined with the
transferred multistate scaled score constitutes a passing grade for that bar examination.

(e) The individual otherwise meets all requirements for admission to the bar of this state.

(3) The state board of law examiners shall disclose to an individual who elects under subsection (2) to transfer
the multistate bar examination scaled score achieved on an examination administered in another state or territory
the score the individual achieved as soon as that score is received by the board regardless of whether the individual
could have obtained that score in the jurisdiction in which the examination was administered. This subsection does
not require disclosure by the board of the score achieved on a multistate bar examination administered in another
state or territory until the scores achieved on that examination administered in Michigan are released.

(4) An individual who elects to use a multistate bar examination scaled score as described in subsection (2) shall
not receive a portable uniform bar examination score.

(5) As used in this section:

(a) "Portable uniform bar examination score" means a uniform bar examination score achieved in another
jurisdiction for purposes of admission to the bar that meets this state's multistate bar examination minimum passing
score as established by the board of law examiners.

(b) "Uniform bar examination" means the examination as defined and administered by the National Conference of
Bar Examiners.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1972, Act 87, Imd. Eff. Mar. 20, 1972 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 289, Eff. July 10, 1978 ;-- Am.
1980, Act 271, Imd. Eff. Oct. 6, 1980 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 112, Imd. Eff. May 24, 2000 ;-- Am. 2004, Act 558, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005 ;-- Am.
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2020, Act 369, Eff. Apr. 4, 2021 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7, 2022

Constitutionality: Requirement of United States citizenship as a necessary prerequisite for the admission to the practice of law constitutes
denial of equal protection of the law under Const 1963, art I, § 2, and US Const, am XIV, § 1. In re Houlahan, 389 Mich 665; 209 NW2d 250
(1973), decided prior to the 1978 amendment.

600.935 Uniform bar examination; requirements; alternate examination; '""uniform bar examination"
defined.

Sec. 935.

(1) An individual may elect to use the uniform bar examination score that the individual achieved on a uniform
bar examination administered in another state or territory when applying for admission to the bar of this state, if all
of the following occur:

(a) The score that the individual elects to use was achieved on a uniform bar examination administered within the
3 years immediately preceding the uniform bar examination in this state for which the individual would otherwise
sit.

(b) The score that the individual elects to use meets the passing uniform bar examination score for this state set
by the board of law examiners.

(¢) The individual otherwise meets all requirements for admission to the bar of this state.

(2) The board of law examiners, in its discretion, may administer in conjunction with the uniform bar examination
a Michigan-law-specific component as part of the requirements for admission to the bar of this state.

(3) In the event of a national or state emergency, the board of law examiners, in its discretion, may administer an
alternate examination consistent with the standards for entry into the bar of this state. If the alternate examination
does not meet the portability requirements of the uniform bar examination, the board of law examiners may enter
into reciprocal agreements with other uniform bar examination states to provide for agreed-upon score portability
between those states and this state.

(4) The requirement that the board of law examiners accept a uniform bar examination score from another state
is not effective until this state first administers the uniform bar examination.

(5) As used in this section, "uniform bar examination" means the examination as defined and administered by the
National Conference of Bar Examiners.

History: Add. 2022, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7,2022

600.937 General education requirements.
Sec. 937.

Every applicant for admission to the bar is required to have completed successfully prior to commencement of
his legal education at least 2 years of study, consisting of not less than 60 "semester hours" or 90 "quarter hours" of
study in courses for which credit towards a collegiate degree is given, either in an accredited college authorized
under the laws of the state in which the college is located to grant collegiate degrees, or in a junior college or other
school from which students who have successfully completed such 2 years of study are accepted as regular third-
year students by any accredited college in this state that is authorized by law to grant collegiate degrees.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.940 Legal education requirements; military service.

Sec. 940.
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(1) Every applicant for examination is required to be a graduate from a reputable and qualified law school duly
incorporated under the laws of this state or another state or territory, or the District of Columbia, of the United
States of America.

(2) If an applicant is called into or volunteers for the armed forces of the United States of America, and has
completed successfully 2 1/2 years of the course of study as a full-time student, or 3 1/2 years of the course of
study as a part-time student, in any such law school, the board of law examiners, in its discretion may allow such
applicant to be examined for the bar prior to such graduation, but shall withhold certification until after his
graduation.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.943 Examination of schools and colleges.
Sec. 943.

The board of law examiners has the authority to examine, or to cause to be examined, any school, college, junior
college, or law school for the purpose of determining whether the standards of education and training required for
admission to the bar are being maintained, and to exclude from the bar examination any person who was a student
therein at the time any such educational institution is found to have been disqualified or of questionable reputation.
The board of law examiners may exclude from the bar examination any person who was a student in any such
educational institution if such educational institution refuses to allow the examination.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963

600.946 Foreign attorneys; admission to bar, qualifications, extension of term.
Sec. 946.

(1) Any individual who is duly licensed to practice law in the court of last resort of any other state or territory of
the United States or the District of Columbia and who applies for admission to the bar of this state without
examination is required to prove all of the following to the satisfaction of the board of law examiners:

(a) He or she is a member in good standing of the bar of that other state, territory, or district and has the
qualifications as to moral character, citizenship, age, general education, fitness, and ability required for admission to
the bar of this state.

(b) He or she intends in good faith to practice actively in this state or to engage in the teaching of law as a full-
time instructor in a reputable and qualified law school located in this state.

(c) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), his or her principal business or occupation for at least 3 years of the 5
years immediately preceding his or her application was any of the following:

(1) The authorized active practice of law in that other state, territory, or district.

(ii) The teaching of law as a full-time instructor in a reputable and qualified law school located in this state,
another state or territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia.

(iii) Active service, full-time as distinguished from active duty for training and reserve duty, in the Armed Forces
of the United States, during which the applicant was assigned to and discharged the duties of a judge advocate,
legal specialist, or legal officer by any other designation, if that assignment and the inclusive dates of that
assignment are certified to by the judge advocate general or comparable officer of the Armed Forces of the United
States concerned or by the principal assistant to whom this certification authority is delegated.

(iv) Any combination of time periods engaged in more than 1 of the principal businesses or occupations
described in subparagraph (i), (ii), or (iii).

(2) The supreme court may, in its discretion, on special motion and for good cause shown, increase the 5-year
period described in subsection (1)(c).

(3) Any period of active service in the Armed Forces of the United States that does not meet the requirements of
duty in the Armed Forces of the United States described in subsection (1)(c) may be excluded from the 5-year
period described in subsection (1)(c) and the period extended accordingly.
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History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1967, Act 118, Eff. Nov. 2, 1967 ;-- Am. 2022, Act 59, Imd. Eff. Apr. 7, 2022

600.947 Application to state bar by military spouse; requirements.
Sec. 947.

Subject to section 947a, an individual may apply for admission to the bar in this state, without examination, if he
or she meets, and proves to the satisfaction of the board of law examiners that he or she meets, all of the following:

(a) Is the spouse of an individual who is on active duty in the armed forces of the United States and assigned to a
duty station in this state.

(b) Is licensed to practice law in the court of last resort, and in good standing at the bar, of another state of the
United States, the District of Columbia, or a territory of the United States.

(c) Has the qualifications as to moral character, citizenship, age, general education, fitness, and ability required
for admission to the bar of this state.

(d) Has not previously taken and failed the examination for admission to the bar of this state.

(e) Is a graduate of a law school that was approved and accredited by the Council and Accreditation Committee
of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions of the American Bar Association at the time he or she graduated.

(f) Has successfully passed the bar examination in another state, a territory of the United States, or the District of
Columbia.

(g) Has taken and obtained a passing score on the multistate professional responsibility examination developed
by the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

History: Add. 2016, Act 424, Eff. Apr. 4,2017

600.947a Admission of military spouse to state bar; events requiring notice to board of law examiners.
Sec. 947a.

(1) If a military spouse who meets the requirements of section 947 is admitted to the bar of this state, and is not
subject to discipline, suspension, or disbarment for misconduct under section 904, his or her admission to the bar of
this state is valid until the date the board of law examiners receives a notice under subsection (2).

(2) A military spouse described in section 947 who is admitted to the bar of this state shall notify the board of
law examiners in writing if any of the following events occur:

(a) The service member to whom the military spouse is married is no longer an individual who is on active duty
in the armed forces of the United States.

(b) The military spouse and service member are no longer married.

(c) The service member receives a permanent transfer to a duty station outside of this state. However, if the
service member receives an unaccompanied or remote assignment with no dependents authorized, the military
spouse may continue to practice law in this state until the service member is subsequently assigned to a duty station
at which dependents are authorized, and the military spouse shall notify the board when that subsequent assignment
occurs.

(3) A military spouse attorney must provide a notice to the board of law examiners required under subsection (2)
within 30 days after an event described in subsection (2) first occurs. However, if the occurrence of that event is
due to the death or disability of the service member, the military spouse attorney must provide the notice within 180
days of the death or disability of the service member.

History: Add. 2016, Act 423, Eff. Apr. 4, 2017

600.949 Investigation of applicants to state bar of Michigan; duty of law enforcement officers;
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fingerprinting required; disposition of fingerprint records.
Sec. 949.

(1) Tt is the duty of all state, county, and city law enforcement officers to aid the state bar of Michigan and the
board of law examiners in any investigation of the conduct of members of the bar, and the character and fitness of
persons who apply for admission or reinstatement to the bar, and to furnish all available information about the
members or persons.

(2) The board of law examiners shall require that an applicant for admission to the state bar of Michigan be
fingerprinted to determine whether the applicant has a record of criminal convictions in this state or in other states.
The board of law examiners shall submit the fingerprints and the appropriate state and federal fees, which shall be
borne by the applicant, to the department of state police for a criminal history check. The department of state police
may then forward the fingerprints to the federal bureau of investigation for a criminal history check. The
information obtained as a result of the fingerprinting of an applicant shall be limited to officially determining the
character and fitness of the applicant for admission to the state bar of Michigan. After approval of the applicant by
the board of law examiners, all fingerprint records shall be returned to the applicant or destroyed.

(3) All fingerprint records being held by the state bar of Michigan shall be destroyed.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1980, Act 69, Imd. Eff. Apr. 3, 1980 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 459, Imd. Eff. June 21, 2002

Chapter 10

600.1001 Family division of circuit court; creation; organization.
Sec. 1001.

The family division of circuit court is created as a division of circuit court and is organized pursuant to this
chapter.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1001, which pertained to circuit court commissioners, election, term, and number, was repealed by Act
297 of 1974, Eft. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1003 Family division of circuit court to be in each judicial circuit.
Sec. 1003.

Each judicial circuit shall have a family division of circuit court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998

600.1004 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to presiding circuit court commissioner.

600.1005 Family division of circuit court; power and authority of judge.

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 127 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



Sec. 1005.

A circuit judge serving in the family division of circuit court retains all the power and authority of a judge of the
circuit court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.1007 Family division of circuit court; county clerk as clerk of the court.
Sec. 1007.

As with circuit court, the county clerk is the clerk of the court for the family division of the circuit court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1007, which pertained to circuit court commissioner and designation of successors, was repealed by
Act 297 of 1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1009 Reference to former juvenile division of probate court; construction.
Sec. 1009.

A reference to the former juvenile division of probate court in any statute of this state shall be construed to be a
reference to the family division of circuit court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998

600.1010 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to continuance in office of incumbent circuit court commissioner.

600.1011 Operation of family division and coordination of agency services; agreement; establishment of
family court plan.

Sec. 1011.

(1) Not later than July 1, 2003, in each judicial circuit, the chief circuit judge and the chief probate judge or
judges shall enter into an agreement that establishes a plan known as the "family court plan" that details how the
family division will be operated in that circuit and how the services of the agencies listed in section 1043 will be
coordinated in order to promote more efficient and effective services to families and individuals. If a probate court
district includes counties that are in different judicial circuits, the chief judge of each judicial circuit that includes a
county in the probate court district and the chief probate judge shall enter into a family court plan for each circuit.

(2) If, in any judicial circuit, the agreement required under subsection (1) is not entered into on or before July 1,
2003, the supreme court shall develop and implement the family court plan for that judicial circuit.

(3) A family court plan required under subsection (1) shall provide that a judge's service pursuant to the family
court plan be consistent with the goal of developing sufficient judicial expertise in family law to properly serve the
interests of the families and children whose cases are assigned to that judge. The chief judge of the circuit court
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shall have the authority and flexibility to determine the duration of a judge's service pursuant to the family court
plan in furtherance of this goal.

(4) A judge serving pursuant to the family court plan shall receive appropriate training as required by the
supreme court.

(5) A family court plan required under subsection (1) may provide that when a judge's service pursuant to the
family court plan ends, the pending cases of that judge are to be reassigned to another judge or judges serving
pursuant to the family court plan or are to be resolved by that judge.

(6) A family court plan required under subsection (1) shall specifically identify any probate judge serving
pursuant to the family court plan.

(7) A family court plan required under subsection (1) shall be reviewed and revised periodically, as necessary, by
the chief circuit judge or judges and the chief probate judge or judges, and shall be submitted for approval by the
supreme court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Oct. 1, 1996 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.1013 Repealed. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to assignement of judges to family division.

600.1016 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to oath of office of circuit court commissioner.

600.1017 Repealed. 1998, Act 298, Imd. Eff. July 28, 1998.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to assignment of judge not licensed to practice law.

600.1019 Family court judges; training.
Sec. 1019.
The Michigan judicial institute shall provide appropriate training for all probate judges and circuit judges who

are serving pursuant to the family court plan.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1019, which pertained to execution of bond by circuit court commissioner, was repealed by Act 297 of
1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1021 Family division of circuit court; jurisdiction.

Sec. 1021.
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(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, the family division of circuit court has sole and exclusive jurisdiction
over the following cases commenced on or after January 1, 1998:

(a) Cases of divorce and ancillary matters as set forth in the following statutes:

(i) 1846 RS 84, MCL 552.1 to 552.45.

(ii) 1909 PA 259, MCL 552.101 to 552.104.

(iii) 1911 PA 52, MCL 552.121 to 552.123.

(iv) 1913 PA 379, MCL 552.151 to 552.156.

(v) The friend of the court act, 1982 PA 294, MCL 552.501 to 552.535.

(vi) 1905 PA 299, MCL 552.391.

(vii) 1949 PA 42, MCL 552.401 to 552.402.

(viii) The family support act, 1966 PA 138, MCL 552.451 to 552.459.

(ix) The support and parenting time enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650.

(x) The interstate income withholding act, 1985 PA 216, MCL 552.671 to 552.685.

(b) Cases of adoption as provided in chapter X of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 710.21 to
710.70.

(c) Cases involving certain children incapable of adoption under 1925 PA 271, MCL 722.531 to 722.534.

(d) Cases involving a change of name as provided in chapter XI of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288,
MCL 711.1 to 711.3.

(e) Cases involving juveniles as provided in chapter XIIA of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL
712A.1 to 712A.32.

(f) Cases involving the status of minors and the emancipation of minors under 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to
722.6.

(g) Cases of child custody under the child custody act of 1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.21 to 722.31, and child
custody jurisdiction as provided in the uniform child-custody jurisdiction and enforcement act, 2001 PA 195, MCL
722.1101 to 722.1406.

(h) Cases involving paternity and child support under the paternity act, 1956 PA 205, MCL 722.711 to 722.730.

(i) Cases involving parental consent for abortions performed on unemancipated minors under the parental rights
restoration act, 1990 PA 211, MCL 722.901 to 722.908.

(j) Cases involving child support under the revised uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, 1952 PA 8,
MCL 780.151 to 780.183.

(k) Cases involving personal protection orders and foreign protection orders under sections 2950 to 2950m.

(2) The family division of circuit court has ancillary jurisdiction over the following cases commenced on or after
January 1, 1998:

(a) Cases involving guardians and conservators as provided in article 5 of the estates and protected individuals
code, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5101 to 700.5520.

(b) Cases involving treatment of, or guardianship of, mentally ill or developmentally disabled persons under the
mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1001 to 330.2106.

(3) A probate judge identified in section 1011 as serving pursuant to the family court plan has the same power
and authority, within the county or probate court district in which he or she serves as probate judge, as that of a
circuit judge over cases described in subsection (1), in addition to all the power and authority of a judge of the
probate court.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2000, Act 56, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000 ;-- Am. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.1022 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to powers of circuit court commissioner.

600.1023 Cases involving members of same family; assignment of judge.
Sec. 1023.

When 2 or more matters within the jurisdiction of the family division of circuit court involving members of the
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same family are pending in the same judicial circuit, those matters, whenever practicable, shall be assigned to the
judge to whom the first such case was assigned.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff, Jan. 1, 1998 :-- Am. 2002, Act 682, Eff. Apr. 1, 2003

600.1025 Fees; applicability.
Sec. 1025.

Except as otherwise provided in sections 1027 to 1031, fees payable in civil actions in circuit court apply to
cases in the family division.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1025, which pertained to circuit court commissioner power to punish for contempt of court, was
repealed by Act 297 of 1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1027 Ancillary or limited guardianship; filing fee; disposition.
Sec. 1027.

(1) At the time of commencing an ancillary guardianship or limited guardianship proceeding in the family division
of circuit court, the party commencing the proceeding shall pay a $150.00 filing fee to the family division of circuit
court.

(2) A party is not required to pay a fee under this section if the party is the attorney general, department of
treasury, family independence agency, state public administrator, or administrator of veterans affairs of the United
States veterans administration, or an agency of county government.

(3) The clerk of the court, on or before the fifth day of the month following the month in which any fees are
collected under this section, shall transmit to the county treasurer all fees collected under this section during the
preceding month. Within 15 days after receiving the fees, the county treasurer shall transmit, for each fee collected,
$31.00 to the county treasurer and the balance of the fee to the state treasurer for deposit in the civil filing fee fund
created in section 171.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998 ;-- Am. 2003, Act 138, Eff. Oct. 1, 2003

600.1028 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to limitations of powers on circuit court commissioners.

600.1029 Proceedings not requiring fee.
Sec. 1029.

A fee shall not be charged for any of the following in the family division of circuit court:

(a) Commencing an ancillary proceeding under any provision of the mental health code, Act No. 258 of the
Public Acts of 1974, being sections 330.1001 to 330.2106 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or any provision of
chapter XIIA of Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1939, being sections 712A.1 to 712A.31 of the Michigan
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Compiled Laws.

(b) Filing an acknowledgment of paternity.

(c) Filing a motion, petition, account, objection, or claim in an ancillary guardianship or limited guardianship
proceeding if the moving party is the subject of the proceeding.

(d) An ancillary conservatorship proceeding if the moving party is the subject of the proceeding, or in the case of
a conservatorship for a minor for a motion to release restricted funds.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998

600.1031 Copies of letters of authority or guardianship; publication of order.
Sec. 1031.

In an ancillary proceeding under section 1021(2), the family division of circuit court shall make 1 certified copy
or exemplification of any letter of authority or letter of guardianship and shall furnish it without charge to the
fiduciary or the fiduciary's attorney or guardian or guardian's attorney on request. The court, where the order shall
necessarily be entered in the administration of an estate, shall deliver to the printer or publisher a certified copy of
each order for publication.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.103 1, which pertained to practice of law by copartner of circuit court commissioner, was repealed by
Act 297 of 1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1034 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to discharge of former duties of masters in chancery by circuit court commissioner.

600.1035 Submission of contested issue in domestic relations action; history of coercive or violent
relationship or presence of coercion or violence; inquiry and screening by mediator; '"domestic relations
action" defined.

Sec. 1035.

(1) Except as provided in this subsection, unless a court first conducts a hearing under the court rules to
determine whether mediation is appropriate, the court shall not submit a contested issue in a domestic relations
action, including postjudgment proceedings, if either of the following applies:

(a) A personal protection order has been issued under section 2950 or 2950a or another order has been entered
protecting 1 party and restraining the other party. However, the court may order mediation if the protected party
requests mediation.

(b) One or both of the parties are involved in a child abuse or neglect proceeding. However, the court may order
mediation if a parent protected by an order in the proceeding requests mediation.

(2) In a domestic relations mediation, the mediator shall make reasonable inquiry as to whether either party has a
history of a coercive or violent relationship with the other party. A reasonable inquiry includes the use of the
domestic violence screening protocol for mediation provided by the state court administrative office as directed by
the supreme court.

(3) A mediator shall make reasonable efforts throughout the domestic relations mediation process to screen for
the presence of coercion or violence that would make mediation physically or emotionally unsafe for any
participant, or that would impede the achievement of a voluntary and safe resolution of issues.

(4) As used in this section, "domestic relations action" means any of the following:

(a) An action for divorce, separate maintenance, annulment of marriage, affirmation of marriage, paternity,
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family support under the family support act, 1966 PA 138, MCL 552.451 to 552.459, the custody of minors under
the child custody act of 1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.21 to 722.31, or grandparenting time under section 7b of the
child custody act of 1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.27b.

(b) A proceeding that is ancillary or subsequent to an action listed in subdivision (a) and that relates to any of the
following:

(i) The custody of a minor.

(ii) Parenting time with a minor.

(iii) The support of a minor, spouse, or former spouse.

History: Add. 2016, Act 93, Eff. Aug. 1, 2016

600.1037 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to discharge of former duties of injunction masters by circuit court commissioner.

600.1040 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to transfer of records to circuit court commissioner.

600.1041 Suspension of order pending appeal.
Sec. 1041.

The pendency of an appeal from the family division of circuit court in a matter involving the disposition of a
juvenile or, in a case where the family division has ancillary jurisdiction, from an order entered pursuant to the
mental health code, Act No. 258 of the Public Acts of 1974, being sections 330.1001 to 330.2106 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws, shall not suspend the order unless the court to which the appeal is taken specifically orders the
suspension. An application for a delayed appeal from an order of the family division of circuit court in a matter
involving the disposition of a juvenile shall be filed within 6 months after entry of the order.

History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998

600.1043 Assistance to be provided to family division.
Sec. 1043.

All of the following shall provide assistance to the family division of circuit court in accordance with the court's
jurisdiction:

(a) The office and facilities of the friend of the court.

(b) The family counseling services created under the circuit court family counseling services act, Act No. 155 of
the Public Acts of 1964, being sections 551.331 to 551.344 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(c) The county juvenile officers and assistant county juvenile officers appointed under Act No. 22 of the Public
Acts of the Extra Session of 1919, being sections 400.251 to 400.254 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(d) All other state and public agencies that provide assistance to families or juveniles.
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History: Add. 1996, Act 388, Eff. Jan. 1, 1998
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1043, which pertained to completion of real estate sale by circuit court commission after expiration of
term of circuit court commissioner, was repealed by Act 297 of 1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1046 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to process and duties of circuit court commissioner for other absent or otherwise
disqualified commissioner.

600.1049 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to sale of property by circuit court commissioner pursuant to judgment of court.

600.1052 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to duties performed by circuit court commissioner in adjoining counties where no
commissioner is legally qualified to act.

600.1055 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to suspension of circuit court commissioner by circuit judge.

600.1058 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to vacancies in office of circuit court commissioner.

Chapter 10A.
DRUG TREATMENT COURTS

600.1060 Definitions.
Sec. 1060.

As used in this chapter:

(a) "Dating relationship" means that term as defined in section 2950.

(b) "Domestic violence offense" means any crime alleged to have been committed by an individual against his or
her spouse or former spouse, an individual with whom he or she has a child in common, an individual with whom
he or she has had a dating relationship, or an individual who resides or has resided in the same household.

(c) "Drug treatment court" means a court supervised treatment program for individuals who abuse or are
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dependent upon any controlled substance or alcohol. A drug treatment court shall comply with the 10 key
components promulgated by the national association of drug court professionals, which include all of the following
essential characteristics:

(i) Integration of alcohol and other drug treatment services with justice system case processing.

(ii) Use of a nonadversarial approach by prosecution and defense that promotes public safety while protecting
any participant's due process rights.

(iii) Identification of eligible participants early with prompt placement in the program.

(iv) Access to a continuum of alcohol, drug, and other related treatment and rehabilitation services.

(v) Monitoring of participants effectively by frequent alcohol and other drug testing to ensure abstinence from
drugs or alcohol.

(vi) Use of a coordinated strategy with a regimen of graduated sanctions and rewards to govern the court's
responses to participants' compliance.

(vii) Ongoing close judicial interaction with each participant and supervision of progress for each participant.

(viii) Monitoring and evaluation of the achievement of program goals and the program's effectiveness.

(ix) Continued interdisciplinary education in order to promote effective drug court planning, implementation, and
operation.

(x) The forging of partnerships among other drug courts, public agencies, and community-based organizations to
generate local support.

(d) "Participant" means an individual who is admitted into a drug treatment court.

(e) "Prosecutor" means the prosecuting attorney of the county, the city attorney, the village attorney, or the
township attorney.

(f) "Traffic offense" means a violation of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, or a
violation of a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a violation of that act, that involves the operation of a
vehicle and, at the time of the violation, is a felony or misdemeanor.

(g) "Violent offender" means an individual who is currently charged with or has pled guilty to, or, if the
individual is a juvenile, is currently alleged to have committed or has admitted responsibility for, an offense
involving the death of or serious bodily injury to any individual, whether or not any of the circumstances are an
element of the offense, or an offense that is criminal sexual conduct of any degree.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 620, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3,2007 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018

600.1061 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to protections provided by circuit court commissioners for infants and mentally
incompetent persons.

600.1062 Drug treatment court; adoption by circuit or district court; memorandum of understanding;
parties; adoption of juvenile drug treatment court by family division of circuit court; training; transfer of
participant from other jurisdiction; certification by state court administrative office.

Sec. 1062.

(1) The circuit court in any judicial circuit or the district court in any judicial district may adopt or institute a
drug treatment court, pursuant to statute or court rules. However, if the drug treatment court will include in its
program individuals who may be eligible for discharge and dismissal of an offense, delayed sentence, or deviation
from the sentencing guidelines, the circuit or district court shall not adopt or institute the drug treatment court
unless the circuit or district court enters into a memorandum of understanding with each participating prosecuting
attorney in the circuit or district court district, a representative of the criminal defense bar, and a representative or
representatives of community treatment providers. The memorandum of understanding also may include other
parties considered necessary, such as any other prosecutor in the circuit or district court district, local law
enforcement, the probation departments in that circuit or district, the local substance abuse coordinating agency for
that circuit or district, a domestic violence service provider program that receives funding from the state domestic
and sexual violence prevention and treatment board, and community corrections agencies in that circuit or district.
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The memorandum of understanding must describe the role of each party.

(2) The family division of circuit court in any judicial circuit may adopt or institute a juvenile drug treatment
court, pursuant to statute or court rules. However, if the drug treatment court will include in its program
individuals who may be eligible for discharge or dismissal of an offense, or a delayed sentence, the family division
of circuit court shall not adopt or institute a juvenile drug treatment court unless the family division of circuit court
enters into a memorandum of understanding with each participating county prosecuting attorney in the circuit or
district court district, a representative of the criminal defense bar specializing in juvenile law, and a representative
or representatives of community treatment providers. The memorandum of understanding also may include other
parties considered necessary, such as any other prosecutor in the circuit or district court district, local law
enforcement, the probation departments in that circuit, the local substance abuse coordinating agency for that
circuit, a domestic violence service provider program that receives funding from the state domestic and sexual
violence prevention and treatment board, and community corrections agencies in that circuit. The memorandum of
understanding must describe the role of each party. A juvenile drug treatment court is subject to the same
procedures and requirements provided in this chapter for drug treatment courts created under subsection (1),
except as specifically provided otherwise in this chapter.

(3) A court that is adopting a drug treatment court shall participate in training as required by the state court
administrative office and the Bureau of Justice Assistance of the United States Department of Justice.

(4) A court that has adopted a drug treatment court under this section may accept participants from any other
jurisdiction in this state based upon either the residence of the participant in the receiving jurisdiction or the
unavailability of a drug treatment court in the jurisdiction where the participant is charged. The transfer is not valid
unless it is agreed to by all of the following:

(a) The defendant or respondent.

(b) The attorney representing the defendant or respondent.

(c) The judge of the transferring court and the prosecutor of the case.

(d) The judge of the receiving drug treatment court and the prosecutor of a court funding unit of the drug
treatment court.

(5) Beginning January 1, 2018, a drug treatment court operating in this state, or a circuit court in any judicial
circuit or the district court in any judicial district seeking to adopt or institute a drug treatment court, must be
certified by the state court administrative office. The state court administrative office shall establish the procedure
for certification. Approval and certification under this subsection of a drug treatment court by the state court
administrative office is required to begin or to continue the operation of a drug treatment court under this chapter.
The state court administrative office shall not recognize and include a drug treatment court that is not certified
under this subsection on the statewide official list of drug treatment courts. The state court administrative office
shall include a drug treatment court certified under this subsection on the statewide official list of drug treatment
courts. A drug treatment court that is not certified under this subsection shall not perform any of the functions of a
drug treatment court, including, but not limited to, doing any of the following:

(a) Charging a fee under section 1070.

(b) Discharging and dismissing a case as provided in section 1076.

(c) Receiving funding under section 1080.

(d) Certifying to the secretary of state that an individual is eligible to receive a restricted license under section
1084 of this act and section 304 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.304.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2006, Act 620, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30,
2010 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018

600.1063 Hiring or contracting with treatment providers.
Sec. 1063.

A drug treatment court may hire or contract with licensed or accredited treatment providers, in consultation and
cooperation with the local substance abuse coordinating agency, and other such appropriate persons to assist the
drug treatment court in fulfilling its requirements under this chapter, such as the investigation of an individual's
background or circumstances, or the clinical evaluation of an individual, for his or her admission into or
participation in a drug treatment court.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005
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600.1064 Admission to drug treatment court; confidentiality of information obtained from preadmission
screening and evaluation assessment; criminal history contained in L.E.I.N.

Sec. 1064.

(1) Each drug treatment court shall determine whether an individual may be admitted to the drug treatment
court. An individual does not have a right to be admitted into a drug treatment court. Unless the drug treatment
court judge and the prosecuting attorney, in consultation with any known victim in the instant case, consent, a
violent offender must not be admitted into a drug treatment court. An individual must not be admitted to a drug
treatment court if either of the following applies:

(a) The individual is currently charged with or, if the individual is a juvenile, is currently alleged to have
committed first degree murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316,
criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree in violation of section 520b, 520c, or 520d of the
Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b, 750.520c, and 750.520d, or child sexually abusive activity in
violation of section 145¢ of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.145c.

(b) The individual has been convicted of or, if the individual is a juvenile, found responsible for first degree
murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316, or criminal sexual
conduct in the first degree in violation of section 520b of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b.

(2) In addition to admission to a drug treatment court under this act, an individual who is eligible for admission
under this act may also be admitted to a drug treatment court under any of the following circumstances:

(a) The individual has been assigned the status of youthful trainee under section 11 of chapter II of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11.

(b) The individual has had criminal proceedings against him or her deferred and has been placed on probation
under any of the following:

(i) Section 7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411.

(ii) Section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(iif) Section 350a or 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430.

(3) To be admitted to a drug treatment court, an individual must cooperate with and complete a preadmissions
screening and evaluation assessment and must agree to cooperate with any future evaluation assessment as directed
by the drug treatment court. A preadmission screening and evaluation assessment must include all of the following:

(a) A complete review of the individual's criminal history, and a review of whether or not the individual has been
admitted to and has participated in or is currently participating in a drug treatment court, whether admitted under
this act or under section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11, section
7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411, section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, section 1 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175,
MCL 771.1, section 350a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a, or section 430 of the
Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.430, and the results of the individual's participation. A review of the
law enforcement information network may be considered sufficient for purposes of this subdivision unless a further
review is warranted. The court may accept other verifiable and reliable information from the prosecution or defense
to complete its review and may require the individual to submit a statement as to whether or not the individual has
previously been admitted to a drug treatment court and the results of the individual's participation in the prior
program or programs.

(b) An assessment of the risk of danger or harm to the individual, others, or the community.

(c) As much as practicable, a complete review of the individual's history regarding the use or abuse of any
controlled substance or alcohol and an assessment of whether the individual abuses controlled substances or alcohol
or is drug or alcohol dependent. It is the intent of the legislature that this assessment should be a clinical assessment
as much as practicable.

(d) A review of any special needs or circumstances of the individual that may potentially affect the individual's
ability to receive substance abuse treatment and follow the court's orders.

(e) For a juvenile, an assessment of the family situation including, as much as practicable, a comparable review of
any guardians or parents.

(4) Except as otherwise permitted in this act, any statement or other information obtained as a result of
participating in a preadmission screening and evaluation assessment under subsection (3) is confidential and is
exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and must not
be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts other than, or inconsistent with, personal drug use.

(5) The court may request that the department of state police provide to the court information contained in the
law enforcement information network pertaining to an individual applicant's criminal history for the purposes of
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determining an individual's admission into the drug treatment court and general criminal history review, including
whether the individual has previously been admitted to and participated in a drug treatment court under this act, or
under section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11, section 7411 of the
public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411, section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927
PA 175, MCL 769.4a, section 1 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 771.1,
section 350a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a, or section 430 of the Michigan penal code,
1931 PA 328, MCL 750.430, and the results of the individual's participation. The department of state police shall
provide the information requested by a drug treatment court under this subsection.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 45, Eff. Aug. 20, 2024
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1064, which pertained to signature by clerks of circuit court commissioners, was repealed by Act 297
of 1974, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.

600.1066 Placement of findings or statement in court file.
Sec. 1066.

Before an individual is admitted into a drug treatment court, the court shall find on the record, or place a
statement in the court file pertaining to, all of the following:

(a) The individual is dependent upon or abusing drugs or alcohol and is an appropriate candidate for participation
in the drug treatment court.

(b) The individual understands the consequences of entering the drug treatment court and agrees to comply with
all court orders and requirements of the court's program and treatment providers.

(c) The individual is not an unwarranted or substantial risk to the safety of the public or any individual, based
upon the screening and assessment or other information presented to the court.

(d) Either the individual is not a violent offender or, subject to subdivisions (e) and (f), the drug treatment court
judge and the prosecuting attorney, in consultation with any known victim in the instant case, consent to the violent
offender being admitted to the drug treatment court.

(e) The individual is not currently charged with or, if the individual is a juvenile, is not currently alleged to have
committed first degree murder, criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree, or child sexually
abusive activity.

(f) The individual has never been convicted of or, if the individual is a juvenile, has never been found responsible
for first degree murder or criminal sexual conduct in the first degree.

(g) The individual has completed a preadmission screening and evaluation assessment under section 1064(3) and
has agreed to cooperate with any future evaluation assessment as directed by the drug treatment court.

(h) The individual meets the requirements, if applicable, under section 7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA
368, MCL 333.7411, section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11,
section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, section 1 of chapter XI of
the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 771.1, section 350a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328,
MCL 750.350a, or section 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.430.

(1) The terms, conditions, and the duration of the agreement between the parties, especially as to the outcome for
the participant of the drug treatment court upon successful completion by the participant or termination of
participation.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 45, Eff. Aug. 20, 2024
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1066, which pertained to appointment of bailiffs by circuit court commissioners, was repealed by Act
194 of 1972, Eff. July 1, 1975.

600.1067 Repealed. 1974, Act 297, Eff. Apr. 1, 1975.
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Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to salary of circuit court commissioner.

600.1068 Individual charged in criminal case; factors for admission to drug treatment court.
Sec. 1068.

(1) If the individual being considered for admission to a drug treatment court is charged in a criminal case or, in
the case of a juvenile, is alleged to have engaged in activity that would constitute a criminal act if committed by an
adult, his or her admission is subject to all of the following conditions:

(a) The offense or offenses allegedly committed by the individual must be related to the abuse, illegal use, or
possession of a controlled substance or alcohol.

(b) The individual, if an adult, must plead guilty to the charge or charges on the record. The individual, if a
juvenile, must admit responsibility for the violation or violations that he or she is accused of having committed.

(¢) The individual must waive, in writing, the right to a speedy trial, the right to representation at drug treatment
court review hearings by an attorney, and, with the agreement of the prosecutor, the right to a preliminary
examination.

(d) The individual must sign a written agreement to participate in the drug treatment court.

(2) In the case of an individual who will be eligible for discharge and dismissal of an offense, delayed sentence, or
deviation from the sentencing guidelines, the prosecutor must approve of the admission of the individual into the
drug treatment court in conformity with the memorandum of understanding under section 1062.

(3) An individual shall not be admitted to, or remain in, a drug treatment court pursuant to an agreement that
would permit a discharge or dismissal of a traffic offense upon successful completion of the drug treatment court
program.

(4) In addition to rights accorded a victim under the William Van Regenmorter crime victim's rights act, 1985
PA 87, MCL 780.751 to 780.834, the drug treatment court must permit any victim of the offense or offenses of
which the individual is charged, any victim of a prior offense of which that individual was convicted, and members
of the community in which either the offenses were committed or in which the defendant resides to submit a written
statement to the court regarding the advisability of admitting the individual into the drug treatment court.

(5) An individual who has waived his or her right to a preliminary examination and has pled guilty or, in the case
of a juvenile, has admitted responsibility, as part of his or her application to a drug treatment court and who is not
admitted to a drug treatment court, shall be permitted to withdraw his or her plea and is entitled to a preliminary
examination or, in the case of a juvenile, shall be permitted to withdraw his or her admission of responsibility.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2010, Act 177, Imd. Eff. Sept. 30, 2010

600.1070 Admission of individual into drug treatment court; requirements.
Sec. 1070.

(1) Upon admitting an individual into a drug treatment court, all of the following apply:

(a) For an individual who is admitted to a drug treatment court based upon having criminal charges currently
filed against him or her, the court shall accept the plea of guilty or, in the case of a juvenile, the admission of
responsibility.

(b) For an individual who pled guilty to, or admitted responsibility for, criminal charges for which he or she was
admitted into the drug treatment court, the court shall do either of the following:

(i) In the case of an individual who pled guilty to an offense that is not a traffic offense and who may be eligible
for discharge and dismissal pursuant to the agreement with the court and prosecutor upon successful completion of
the drug treatment court program, the court shall not enter a judgment of guilt or, in the case of a juvenile, shall not
enter an adjudication of responsibility.

(ii) In the case of an individual who pled guilty to a traffic offense or who pled guilty to an offense but may not
be eligible for discharge and dismissal pursuant to the agreement with the court and prosecutor upon successful
completion of the drug treatment court program, the court shall enter a judgment of guilt or, in the case of a
juvenile, shall enter an adjudication of responsibility.
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(c) Pursuant to the agreement with the individual and the prosecutor, the court may either defer further
proceedings as provided in section 1 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 771.1, or
proceed to sentencing, as applicable in that case pursuant to that agreement, and place the individual on probation
or other court supervision in the drug treatment court program with terms and conditions according to the
agreement and as deemed necessary by the court.

(2) Unless a memorandum of understanding made pursuant to section 1088 between a receiving drug treatment
court and the court of original jurisdiction provides otherwise, the original court of jurisdiction maintains
jurisdiction over the drug treatment court participant as provided in this act until final disposition of the case, but
not longer than the probation period fixed under section 2 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927
PA 175, MCL 771.2. In the case of a juvenile participant, the court may obtain jurisdiction over any parents or
guardians of the juvenile in order to assist in ensuring the juvenile's continued participation and successful
completion of the drug treatment court, and may issue and enforce any appropriate and necessary order regarding
the parent or guardian of a juvenile participant.

(3) The drug treatment court shall cooperate with, and act in a collaborative manner with, the prosecutor,
defense counsel, treatment providers, the local substance abuse coordinating agency for that circuit or district,
probation departments, and, to the extent possible, local law enforcement, the department of corrections, and
community corrections agencies.

(4) The drug treatment court may require an individual admitted into the court to pay a reasonable drug court fee
that is reasonably related to the cost to the court for administering the drug treatment court program as provided in
the memorandum of understanding under section 1062. The clerk of the drug treatment court shall transmit the fees
collected to the treasurer of the local funding unit at the end of each month.

(5) The drug treatment court may request that the department of state police provide to the court information
contained in the law enforcement information network pertaining to an individual applicant's criminal history for
purposes of determining the individual's compliance with all court orders. The department of state police shall
provide the information requested by a drug treatment court under this subsection.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018

600.1071 Repealed. 1972, Act 194, Eff. July 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to service of process by bailiffs.

600.1072 Monitoring, testing, and assessments to be provided to participants.
Sec. 1072.

(1) A drug treatment court shall provide a drug court participant with all of the following:

(a) Consistent, continual, and close monitoring of the participant and interaction among the court, treatment
providers, probation, and the participant.

(b) Mandatory periodic and random testing for the presence of any controlled substance or alcohol in a
participant's blood, urine, or breath, using to the extent practicable the best available, accepted, and scientifically
valid methods.

(c) Periodic evaluation assessments of the participant's circumstances and progress in the program.

(d) A regimen or strategy of appropriate and graduated but immediate rewards for compliance and sanctions for
noncompliance, including, but not limited to, the possibility of incarceration or confinement.

(e) Substance abuse treatment services, relapse prevention services, education, and vocational opportunities as
appropriate and practicable.

(2) Any statement or other information obtained as a result of participating in assessment, treatment, or testing
while in a drug treatment court is confidential and is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act,
1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and shall not be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts
other than, or inconsistent with, personal drug use.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005
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Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1072, which pertained to application for appointment as bailiff, was repealed by Act 194 of 1972, Eff.
July 1, 1975.

600.1073 Repealed. 1972, Act 194, Eff. July 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to eligibility, number, and vacancies of bailiffs.

600.1074 Continuing and completing drug treatment court program; requirements.
Sec. 1074.

(1) To continue to participate in and successfully complete a drug treatment court program, an individual must
comply with all of the following:

(a) Pay all court ordered fines and costs, including minimum state costs.

(b) Pay the drug treatment court fee allowed under section 1070(4).

(c) Pay all court ordered restitution.

(d) Pay all crime victims' rights assessments under section 5 of 1989 PA 196, MCL 780.905.

(e) Comply with all court orders, violations of which may be sanctioned at the court's discretion.

(2) The drug treatment court must be notified if the participant is accused of a new crime, and the judge shall
consider whether to terminate the participant's participation in the drug treatment program in conformity with the
memorandum of understanding under section 1062. If the participant is convicted of a felony for an offense that
occurred after the defendant is admitted to drug treatment court, the judge shall terminate the participant's
participation in the program unless, after consultation with the treatment team and the agreement of the prosecuting
attorney, the judge decides to continue the participant in the program.

(3) The court shall require that a participant pay all fines, costs, the fee, restitution, and assessments described in
subsection (1)(a) to (d) and pay all, or make substantial contributions toward payment of, the costs of the treatment
and the drug treatment court program services provided to the participant, including, but not limited to, the costs of
urinalysis and such testing or any counseling provided. However, if the court determines that the payment of fines,
the fee, or costs of treatment under this subsection would be a substantial hardship for the individual or would
interfere with the individual's substance abuse treatment, the court may waive all or part of those fines, the fee, or
costs of treatment.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 14, Eff. June 10, 2024
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1074, which pertained to oath, surety bond, and powers of bailiff, was repealed by Act 194 of 1972,
Eff July 1, 1975.

600.1075 Repealed. 1972, Act 194, Eff. July 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to rotation of process among bailiffs, writs of restitution, and service of process.

600.1076 Completion or termination of drug treatment program; findings on the record or written
statement in court file; applicable law; discharge and dismissal of proceedings; criteria; discharge and
dismissal of domestic violence offense; circumstances; duties of court; effect of termination; court
proceedings open to public; retention of nonpublic record by department of state police.
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Sec. 1076.

(1) Upon completion or termination of the drug treatment court program, the court shall find on the record or
place a written statement in the court file as to whether the participant completed the program successfully or
whether the individual's participation in the program was terminated and, if it was terminated, the reason for the
termination.

(2) For a participant who successfully completes probation or other court supervision and whose proceedings
were deferred or who was sentenced under section 1070, the court shall comply with the agreement made with the
participant upon admission into the drug treatment court, or the agreement as it was altered after admission by the
court with approval of the participant and the prosecutor for that jurisdiction as provided in subsections (3) to (8).

(3) If an individual is participating in a drug treatment court under section 11 of chapter II of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11, section 7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL
333.7411, section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, or section 350a
or 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430, the court shall proceed under the
applicable section of law. There may only be 1 discharge or dismissal under this subsection.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (5), the court, with the agreement of the prosecutor and in conformity with
the terms and conditions of the memorandum of understanding under section 1062, may discharge and dismiss the
proceedings against an individual who meets all of the following criteria:

(a) The individual has participated in a drug treatment court for the first time.

(b) The individual has successfully completed the terms and conditions of the drug treatment court program.

(c) The individual is not required by law to be sentenced to a correctional facility for the crimes to which he or
she has pled guilty.

(d) The individual is not currently charged with and has not pled guilty to a traffic offense.

(e) The individual has not previously been subject to more than 1 of any of the following:

(i) Assignment to the status of youthful trainee under section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal procedure,
1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11.

(ii) The dismissal of criminal proceedings against him or her under section 7411 of the public health code, 1978
PA 368, MCL 333.7411, section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a,
or section 350a or 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430.

(5) The court may grant a discharge and dismissal of a domestic violence offense only if all of the following
circumstances apply:

(a) The individual has not previously had proceedings dismissed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(b) The domestic violence offense is eligible to be dismissed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(¢) The individual fulfills the terms and conditions imposed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, and the discharge and dismissal of proceedings are processed and reported
under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(6) A discharge and dismissal under subsection (4) shall be without adjudication of guilt or, for a juvenile,
without adjudication of responsibility and are not a conviction or a finding of responsibility for purposes of this
section or for purposes of disqualifications or disabilities imposed by law upon conviction of a crime or, for a
juvenile, a finding of responsibility. There may only be 1 discharge and dismissal under subsection (4) for an
individual. The court shall send a record of the discharge and dismissal to the criminal justice information center of
the department of state police, and the department of state police shall enter that information into the law
enforcement information network with an indication of participation by the individual in a drug treatment court. All
records of the proceedings regarding the participation of the individual in the drug treatment court under subsection
(4) are closed to public inspection, and are exempt from public disclosure under the freedom of information act,
1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

(7) Except as provided in subsection (3), (4), or (5), if an individual has successfully completed probation or
other court supervision, the court shall do the following:

(a) If the court has not already entered an adjudication of guilt or responsibility, enter an adjudication of guilt or,
in the case of a juvenile, enter a finding or adjudication of responsibility.

(b) If the court has not already sentenced the individual, proceed to sentencing or, in the case of a juvenile,
disposition pursuant to the agreement.

(c) Send a record of the conviction and sentence or the finding or adjudication of responsibility and disposition to
the criminal justice information center of the department of state police. The department of state police shall enter
that information into the law enforcement information network with an indication of successful participation by the
individual in a drug treatment court.

(8) For a participant whose participation is terminated or who fails to successfully complete the drug treatment
court program, the court shall enter an adjudication of guilt, or, in the case of a juvenile, a finding of responsibility,
if the entering of guilt or adjudication of responsibility was deferred under section 1070, and shall then proceed to
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sentencing or disposition of the individual for the original charges to which the individual pled guilty or, if a
juvenile, to which the juvenile admitted responsibility prior to admission to the drug treatment court. Upon
sentencing or disposition of the individual, the court shall send a record of that sentence or disposition and the
individual's unsuccessful participation in the drug treatment court to the criminal justice information center of the
department of state police, and the department of state police shall enter that information into the law enforcement
information network, with an indication that the individual unsuccessfully participated in a drug treatment court.

(9) All court proceedings under this section shall be open to the public. Except as provided in subsection (10), if
the record of proceedings as to the defendant is deferred under this section, the record of proceedings during the
period of deferral shall be closed to public inspection.

(10) Unless the court enters a judgment of guilt or an adjudication of responsibility under this section, the
department of state police shall retain a nonpublic record of the arrest, court proceedings, and disposition of the
criminal charge under this section. However, the nonpublic record shall be open to the following individuals and
entities for the purposes noted:

(a) The courts of this state, law enforcement personnel, the department of corrections, and prosecuting attorneys
for use only in the performance of their duties or to determine whether an employee of the court, law enforcement
agency, department of corrections, or prosecutor's office has violated his or her conditions of employment or
whether an applicant meets criteria for employment with the court, law enforcement agency, department of
corrections, or prosecutor's office.

(b) The courts of this state, law enforcement personnel, and prosecuting attorneys for the purpose of showing
that a defendant has already once availed himself or herself of this section.

(c) The department of human services for enforcing child protection laws and vulnerable adult protection laws or
ascertaining the preemployment criminal history of any individual who will be engaged in the enforcement of child
protection laws or vulnerable adult protection laws.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 547, Eff. Apr. 1, 2013 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 221, Eff. Jan. 1, 2014
Compiler's Notes: Former MCL 600.1076, which pertained to meetings, records of appointments and removals of bailiffs, and records of
rules, regulations, and actions of circuit court commissioners, was repealed by Act 194 of 1972, Eff. July 1, 1975.

600.1077 Repealed. 1972, Act 194, Eff. July 1, 1975.

Compiler's Notes: The repealed section pertained to bailiffs as peace officers.

600.1078 Collection and maintenance of information.
Sec. 1078.

(1) Each drug treatment court shall collect and provide data on each individual applicant and participant and the
entire program as required by the state court administrative office.

(2) Each drug treatment court shall maintain files or databases on each individual applicant or referral who is
denied or refused admission to the program, including the reasons for the denial or rejection, the criminal history of
the applicant, the preadmission evaluation and assessment, and other demographic information as required by the
state court administrative office.

(3) Each drug treatment court shall maintain files or databases on each individual participant in the program for
review and evaluation as well as treatment, as directed by the state court administrative office. The information
collected for evaluation purposes must include a minimum standard data set developed and specified by the state
court administrative office. This information should be maintained in the court files or otherwise accessible by the
courts and the state court administrative office and, as much as practicable, should include all of the following:

(a) Location and contact information for each individual participant, both upon admission and termination or
completion of the program for follow-up reviews, and third party contact information.

(b) Significant transition point dates, including dates of referral, enrollment, new court orders, violations,
detentions, changes in services or treatments provided, discharge for completion or termination, any provision of
after-care, and after-program recidivism.

(c) The individual's precipitating offenses and significant factual information, source of referral, and all drug
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treatment court evaluations and assessments.

(d) Treatments provided, including intensity of care or dosage, and their outcomes.

(e) Other services or opportunities provided to the individual and resulting use by the individual, such as
education or employment and the participation of and outcome for that individual.

(f) Reasons for discharge, completion, or termination of the program.

(4) As directed by the state court administrative office, after an individual is discharged either upon completion
or termination of the program, the drug treatment court should conduct, as much as practicable, follow-up contacts
with and reviews of participants for key outcome indicators, such as drug use, recidivism, and employment, as
frequently and for a period of time determined by the state court administrative office based upon the nature of the
drug treatment court and the nature of the participant. These follow-up contacts and reviews of former participants
are not extensions of the court's jurisdiction over the individuals.

(5) Each drug treatment court shall provide to the state court administrative office all information requested by
the state court administrative office.

(6) With the approval and at the discretion of the supreme court, the state court administrative office shall be
responsible for evaluating and collecting data on the performance of drug treatment courts in this state as follows:

(a) The state court administrative office shall provide an annual review of the performance of drug treatment
courts in this state to the minority and majority party leaders in the senate and house of representatives, the state
drug treatment court advisory board created under section 1082, the governor, and the supreme court.

(b) The state court administrative office shall provide standards for drug treatment courts in this state including,
but not limited to, developing a list of approved measurement instruments and indicators for data collection and
evaluation. These standards must provide comparability between programs and their outcomes.

(c) The state court administrative office's evaluation plans should include appropriate and scientifically valid
research designs, which, as soon as practicable, should include the use of comparison and control groups.

(7) The information collected under this section regarding individual applicants to drug treatment court programs
for the purpose of application to that program and participants who have successfully completed drug treatment
courts shall be exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15.246.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005

600.1080 Disposition of funds.
Sec. 1080.

(1) The supreme court is responsible for the expenditure of state funds for the establishment and operation of
drug treatment courts. Federal funds provided to the state for the operation of drug treatment courts shall be
distributed by the department of community health or the appropriate state agency as otherwise provided by law.

(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the appropriate state
fund or funds for the purposes described in subsection (1).

(3) Each drug treatment court shall report quarterly to the state court administrative office on the funds received
and expended by that drug treatment court, in a manner prescribed by the state court administrative office.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005

600.1082 Drug treatment court advisory committee.
Sec. 1082.

(1) A state drug treatment court advisory committee is created in the legislative council. The state drug
treatment court advisory committee consists of the following members:

(a) The state court administrator or the state court administrator's designee.

(b) Eighteen members appointed jointly by the speaker of the house of representatives and the senate majority
leader, as follows:

(i) A circuit court judge who has presided for at least 2 years over a drug treatment court.
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(ii) A district court judge who has presided for at least 2 years over a drug treatment court.

(iii) A judge of the family division of circuit court who has presided for at least 2 years over a juvenile drug
treatment court program.

(iv) A circuit or district court judge who has presided for at least 2 years over an alcohol treatment court.

(v) A circuit or district court judge who has presided over a veterans treatment court.

(vi) A circuit court judge who has presided over a family treatment court.

(vii) A court administrator who has worked for at least 2 years with a drug or alcohol treatment court.

(viii) A prosecuting attorney who has worked for at least 2 years with a drug or alcohol treatment court.

(ix) An individual representing law enforcement in a jurisdiction that has had a drug or alcohol treatment court
for at least 2 years.

(x) An individual representing drug treatment providers who has worked at least 2 years with a drug or alcohol
treatment court.

(xi) An individual representing criminal defense attorneys, who has worked for at least 2 years with drug or
alcohol treatment courts.

(xii) An individual who has successfully completed a drug treatment court program.

(xiii) An individual who has successfully completed a juvenile drug treatment court program.

(xiv) An individual who is an advocate for the rights of crime victims.

(xv) An individual representing the Michigan Association of Drug Court Professionals.

(xvi) An individual who is a probation officer and has worked for at least 2 years for a drug or alcohol treatment
court.

(xvii) An individual representing a substance abuse coordinating agency.

(xviii) An individual representing domestic violence service provider programs that receive funding from the
state domestic violence prevention and treatment board.

(2) Members of the advisory committee shall serve without compensation. However, members of the advisory
committee may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties as
members of the advisory committee.

(3) Members of the advisory committee shall serve for terms of 4 years each, except that the members first
appointed shall serve terms as follows:

(a) The members appointed under subsection (1)(b)(i) to (vii) shall serve terms of 4 years each.

(b) The members appointed under subsection (1)(b)(viii) to (xii) shall serve terms of 3 years each.

(c) The members appointed under subsection (1)(b)(xiii) to (xviii) shall serve terms of 2 years each.

(4) If a vacancy occurs in an appointed membership on the advisory committee, the appointing authority shall
make an appointment for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

(5) The appointing authority may remove an appointed member of the advisory committee for incompetency,
dereliction of duty, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office, or any other good cause.

(6) The first meeting of the advisory committee must be called by the speaker of the house of representatives and
the senate majority leader. At the first meeting, the advisory committee shall elect from among its members a
chairperson and other officers as it considers necessary or appropriate. After the first meeting, the advisory
committee shall meet at least quarterly, or more frequently at the call of the chairperson or if requested by 9 or
more members.

(7) A majority of the members of the advisory committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a
meeting of the advisory committee. A majority of the members present and serving are required for official action
of the advisory committee.

(8) The business that the advisory committee may perform must be conducted at a public meeting of the advisory
committee held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275.

(9) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the advisory committee in the
performance of an official function is subject to the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15.246.

(10) The advisory committee shall monitor the effectiveness of drug treatment courts, family treatment courts,
and veterans treatment courts and the availability of funding for those courts and shall present annual
recommendations to the legislature and supreme court regarding proposed statutory changes regarding those
courts.

History: Add. 2004, Act 224, Eff. Jan. 1, 2005 ;-- Am. 2012, Act 334, Imd. Eff. Oct. 16,2012 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12,

2024
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600.1084 DWI/sobriety court and the specialty court interlock program; certification of DWI1/sobriety court
by state court administrative office; consideration for placement; documentation of compliance with
conditions; restricted license; informing secretary of state of certain occurrences; summary revocation or
suspension of restricted license; definitions.

Sec. 1084.

(1) The DWI/sobriety court and the specialty court interlock program are created under this section.

(2) All DWI/sobriety courts shall comply with the 10 guiding principles of DWI courts as promulgated by the
National Center for DWI Courts.

(3) A DWI/sobriety court operating in this state, or a circuit court in any judicial circuit or the district court in
any judicial district seeking to adopt or institute a DWI/sobriety court, must be certified by the state court
administrative office in the same manner as required for a drug treatment court under section 1062(5). A
DWTl/sobriety court shall not perform any of the functions of a DWI/sobriety court, including, but not limited to,
the functions of a drug treatment court described in section 1062(5) unless the court has been certified by the state
court administrative office as provided in section 1062(5).

(4) In order to be considered for placement in the program, an individual must have been convicted of either of
the following:

(a) Two or more convictions for violating section 625(1) or (3) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300,
MCL 257.625, or a local ordinance of this state substantially corresponding to section 625(1) or (3) of the
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625.

(b) One conviction for violating section 625(1) or (3) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.625, or a local ordinance of this state substantially corresponding to section 625(1) or (3) of the Michigan
vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625, preceded by 1 or more convictions for violating a local ordinance or
law of another state substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (3), or (6) of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.625, or a law of the United States substantially corresponding to section 625(1), (3), or (6) of
the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625.

(5) Each year, all specialty courts that participate in the specialty court interlock program, in cooperation with
the state court administrative office, shall provide to the legislature, the secretary of state, and the supreme court
documentation as to participants' compliance with court ordered conditions. Best practices available must be used
in the research in question, as resources allow, so as to provide statistically reliable data as to the impact of the
program on public safety and the improvement of life conditions for participants. The topics documented must
include, but not be limited to, all of the following:

(a) The percentage of those participants ordered to place interlock devices on their vehicles who actually comply
with the order.

(b) The percentage of participants who remove court-ordered interlocks from their vehicles without court
approval.

(c) The percentage of participants who consume alcohol or controlled substances.

(d) The percentage of participants found to have tampered with court-ordered interlocks.

(e) The percentage of participants who operated a motor vehicle not equipped with an interlock.

(f) Relevant treatment information as to participants.

(g) The percentage of participants convicted of a new offense under section 625(1) or (3) of the Michigan
vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625.

(h) Any other information found to be relevant.

(6) Before the secretary of state issues a restricted license to a program participant under section 304 of the
Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.304, the specialty court judge shall certify to the secretary of state
that the individual seeking the restricted license has been admitted into the program and that an interlock device has
been installed on each motor vehicle owned or operated, or both, by the individual.

(7) If any of the following occur, the specialty court judge shall immediately inform the secretary of state of that
occurrence:

(a) The court orders that a program participant be removed from the specialty court program before he or she
successfully completes it.

(b) The court becomes aware that a program participant operates a motor vehicle that is not equipped with an
interlock device or that a program participant tampers with, circumvents, or removes a court-ordered interlock
device without prior court approval.

(c) A program participant is charged with a new violation of section 625 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.625.

(8) The receipt of notification by the secretary of state under subsection (7) must result in summary revocation
or suspension of the restricted license under section 304 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.304.

(9) As used in this section:
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(a) "DWL/sobriety court" means the specialized court docket and programs established within judicial circuits
and districts throughout this state that are designed to reduce recidivism among alcohol offenders and that comply
with the 10 guiding principles of DWI courts as promulgated by the National Center for DWI Courts.

(b) "Ignition interlock device" means that term as defined in section 20d of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.20d.

(c) "Program" means the specialty court interlock program created under this section.

(d) "Specialty court" means any of the following:

(i) A drug treatment court.

(i) A DWlI/sobriety court.

(iii) A hybrid of the programs under subparagraphs (i) and (ii).

(iv) A mental health court, as that term is defined in section 1090.

(v) A veterans treatment court, as that term is defined in section 1200.

History: Add. 2010, Act 154, Imd. Eff. Sept. 2, 2010 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 227, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 2013 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11,
2018 ;-- Am. 2023, Act 124, Imd. Eff. Sept. 19, 2023

600.1086 Swift and sure sanctions court; adoption or institution by circuit court; statute or court rule;
purposes; participants from other jurisdiction; validity of transfer.

Sec. 1086.

(1) The circuit court in any judicial circuit may adopt or institute a swift and sure sanctions court, by statute or
court rule.

(2) A swift and sure sanctions court shall carry out the purposes of the swift and sure sanctions act, chapter XIA
of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 771A.1 to 771A.8.

(3) A circuit court that has adopted a swift and sure sanctions court may accept participants from any other
jurisdiction in this state based upon either the residence of the participant in the receiving jurisdiction or the
unavailability of a swift and sure sanctions court in the jurisdiction where the participant is charged. The transfer is
not valid unless it is agreed to by all of the following individuals:

(a) The defendant or respondent.

(b) The attorney representing the defendant or respondent.

(c) The judge of the transferring court and the prosecutor of the case.

(d) The judge of the receiving swift and sure sanctions court and the prosecutor of a court funding unit of the
swift and sure sanctions court.

History: Add. 2017, Act 18, Eff. June 29, 2017

600.1088 Transfer of case to another court.
Sec. 1088.

(1) Beginning January 1, 2018, a case may be transferred totally from 1 court to another court for the defendant's
participation in a state-certified treatment court. A total transfer may occur prior to or after adjudication, but must
not be consummated until the completion and execution of a memorandum of understanding that must include, but
need not be limited to, all of the following:

(a) A detailed statement of how all funds assessed to defendant will be accounted for, including, but not
necessarily limited to, the need for a receiving state-certified treatment court to collect funds and remit them to the
court of original jurisdiction.

(b) A statement providing which court is responsible for providing information to the department of state police,
as required under section 3 of 1925 PA 289, MCL 28.243, and forwarding an abstract to the secretary of state for
inclusion on the defendant's driving record.

(c) A statement providing where jail sanctions or incarceration sentences would be served, as applicable.
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(d) A statement that the defendant has been determined eligible by and will be accepted into the state-certified
treatment court upon transfer.

(e) The approval of all of the following:

(i) The chief judge and assigned judge of the receiving state-certified treatment court and the court of original
jurisdiction.

(i) A prosecuting attorney from the receiving state-certified treatment court and the court of original
jurisdiction.

(iii) The defendant.

(2) As used in this section, "state-certified treatment court" includes the treatment courts certified by the state
court administrative office as provided in section 1062, 1084, 1091, 1099c, or 1201.

History: Add. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

Chapter 10B.
MENTAL HEALTH COURT

600.1090 Definitions.
Sec. 1090.

As used in this chapter:

(a) "Co-occurring disorder" means having 1 or more disorders relating to the use of alcohol or other controlled
substances of abuse as well as any serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, or developmental disability.
A diagnosis of co-occurring disorders occurs when at least 1 disorder of each type can be established independent
of the other and is not simply a cluster of symptoms resulting from 1 disorder.

(b) "Court funding unit" means that term as defined in section 151e of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961
PA 236, MCL 600.151e.

(c) "Developmental disability" means that term as defined in section 100a of the mental health code, 1974 PA
258, MCL 330.1100a.

(d) "Domestic violence offense" means any crime alleged to have been committed by an individual against his or
her spouse or former spouse, an individual with whom he or she has a child in common, an individual with whom
he or she has had a dating relationship, or an individual who resides or has resided in the same household.

(e) "Mental health court" means any of the following:

(i) A court-supervised treatment program for individuals who are diagnosed by a mental health professional with
having a serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, co-occurring disorder, or developmental disability.

(i) Programs designed to adhere to the 10 essential elements of a mental health court promulgated by the bureau
of justice assistance that include all of the following characteristics:

(A) A broad-based group of stakeholders representing the criminal justice system, mental health system,
substance abuse treatment system, any related systems, and the community guide the planning and administration of
the court.

(B) Eligibility criteria that address public safety and a community's treatment capacity, in addition to the
availability of alternatives to pretrial detention for defendants with mental illnesses, and that take into account the
relationship between mental illness and a defendant's offenses, while allowing the individual circumstances of each
case to be considered.

(C) Participants are identified, referred, and accepted into mental health courts, and then linked to community-
based service providers as quickly as possible.

(D) Terms of participation are clear, promote public safety, facilitate the defendant's engagement in treatment,
are individualized to correspond to the level of risk that each defendant presents to the community, and provide for
positive legal outcomes for those individuals who successfully complete the program.

(E) In accordance with the Michigan indigent defense commission act, 2013 PA 93, MCL 780.981 to 780.1003,
provide legal counsel to indigent defendants to explain program requirements, including voluntary participation,
and guides defendants in decisions about program involvement. Procedures exist in the mental health court to
address, in a timely fashion, concerns about a defendant's competency whenever they arise.

(F) Connect participants to comprehensive and individualized treatment supports and services in the community
and strive to use, and increase the availability of, treatment and services that are evidence based.

(G) Health and legal information are shared in a manner that protects potential participants' confidentiality rights
as mental health consumers and their constitutional rights as defendants. Information gathered as part of the
participants' court-ordered treatment program or services are safeguarded from public disclosure in the event that
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participants are returned to traditional court processing.

(H) A team of criminal justice and mental health staff and treatment providers receives special, ongoing training
and assists mental health court participants achieve treatment and criminal justice goals by regularly reviewing and
revising the court process.

(I) Criminal justice and mental health staff collaboratively monitor participants' adherence to court conditions,
offer individualized graduated incentives and sanctions, and modify treatment as necessary to promote public safety
and participants' recovery.

(J) Data are collected and analyzed to demonstrate the impact of the mental health court, its performance is
assessed periodically, and procedures are modified accordingly, court processes are institutionalized, and support
for the court in the community is cultivated and expanded.

(f) "Participant" means an individual who is admitted into a mental health court.

(g) "Serious emotional disturbance" means that term as defined in section 100d of the mental health code, 1974
PA 258, MCL 330.1100d.

(h) "Serious mental illness" means that term as defined in section 100d of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258,
MCL 330.1100d.

(i) "Violent offender" means an individual who is currently charged with, or has been convicted of, an offense
involving the death of, or a serious bodily injury to, any individual, whether or not any of these circumstances are
an element of the offense, or with criminal sexual conduct in any degree.

History: Add. 2013, Act 274, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30,2013

600.1091 Mental health court; participants from other jurisdictions; certification by state court
administrative office required.

Sec. 1091.

(1) The circuit court or the district court in any judicial circuit or a district court in any judicial district may adopt
or institute a mental health court pursuant to statute or court rules. However, if the mental health court will include
in its program individuals who may be eligible for discharge and dismissal of an offense, delayed sentence, or
deviation from the sentencing guidelines, the circuit or district court shall not adopt or institute the mental health
court unless the circuit or district court enters into a memorandum of understanding with each participating
prosecuting attorney in the circuit or district court district, a representative or representatives of the community
mental health services programs, a representative of the criminal defense bar, and a representative or
representatives of community treatment providers. The memorandum of understanding also may include other
parties considered necessary, including, but not limited to, a representative or representatives of the local court
funding unit or a domestic violence service provider program that receives funding from the Michigan domestic and
sexual violence prevention and treatment board. The memorandum of understanding must describe the role of each
party.

(2) A court that has adopted a mental health court under this section may accept participants from any other
jurisdiction in this state based upon the residence of the participant in the receiving jurisdiction, the nonavailability
of a mental health court in the jurisdiction where the participant is charged, and the availability of financial
resources for both operations of the mental health court program and treatment services. A mental health court may
refuse to accept participants from other jurisdictions.

(3) A mental health court operating in this state, or a circuit court in any judicial circuit or the district court in
any judicial district seeking to adopt or institute a mental health court, must be certified by the state court
administrative office. The state court administrative office shall establish the procedure for certification. Approval
and certification under this subsection of a mental health court is required to begin or to continue the operation of a
mental health court under this chapter. The state court administrative office shall not recognize and include a mental
health court that is not certified under this subsection on the statewide official list of mental health courts. The state
court administrative office shall include a mental health court certified under this subsection on the statewide
official list of mental health courts. A mental health court that is not certified under this subsection shall not
perform any of the functions of a mental health court, including, but not limited to, any of the following functions:

(a) Charging a fee under section 1095.

(b) Discharging and dismissing a case as provided in section 1098.

(c) Receiving funding under section 1099a.

(d) Certifying to the secretary of state that an individual is eligible to receive a restricted license under section
1084 of this act and section 304 of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.304.
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History: Add. 2013, Act 274, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30,2013 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 163, Eff. Feb. 11,2018 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28,2019
;-- Am. 2023, Act 124, Imd. Eff. Sept. 19, 2023

600.1092 Hiring or contracting with treatment providers.
Sec. 1092.

A mental health court may hire or contract with licensed or accredited treatment providers, in consultation with
the local community mental health service provider, and other such appropriate persons to assist the mental health
court in fulfilling its requirements under this chapter.

History: Add. 2013, Act 274, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013

600.1093 Admission to mental health court.
Sec. 1093.

(1) Each mental health court shall determine whether an individual may be admitted to the mental health court.
An individual does not have a right to be admitted into a mental health court. Admission into a mental health court
program is at the discretion of the court based on the individual's legal or clinical eligibility. An individual may be
admitted to mental health court regardless of prior participation or prior completion status. Unless the mental health
court judge and the prosecuting attorney, in consultation with any known victim in the instant case, consent, a
violent offender must not be admitted into mental health court. An individual must not be admitted to a mental
health court if either of the following applies:

(a) The individual is currently charged with first degree murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316, criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree in violation of
section 520b, 520c, or 520d of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b, 750.520c, and 750.520d,
or child sexually abusive activity in violation of section 145c of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL
750.145c.

(b) The individual has been convicted of first degree murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316, or criminal sexual conduct in the first degree in violation of section 520b of the
Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b.

(2) In addition to admission to a mental health court under this chapter, an individual who is eligible for
admission under this chapter may also be admitted to a mental health court under any of the following
circumstances:

(a) The individual has been assigned the status of youthful trainee under section 11 of chapter II of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11.

(b) The individual has had criminal proceedings against the individual deferred and has been placed on probation
under any of the following:

(i) Section 7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411.

(ii) Section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(iii) Section 350a or 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430.

(3) To be admitted to a mental health court, an individual must cooperate with and complete a preadmission
screening and evaluation assessment and must submit to any future evaluation assessment as directed by the mental
health court. A preadmission screening and evaluation assessment must include all of the following:

(a) A review of the individual's criminal history. A review of the law enforcement information network may be
considered sufficient for purposes of this subdivision unless a further review is warranted. The court may accept
other verifiable and reliable information from the prosecution or defense to complete its review and may require the
individual to submit a statement as to whether or not the individual has previously been admitted to a mental health
court and the results of the individual's participation in the prior program or programs.

(b) An assessment of the risk of danger or harm to the individual, others, or the community.
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(c) A mental health assessment, clinical in nature, and using standardized instruments that have acceptable
reliability and validity, meeting diagnostic criteria for a serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, co-
occurring disorder, or developmental disability.

(d) A review of any special needs or circumstances of the individual that may potentially affect the individual's
ability to receive mental health or substance abuse treatment and follow the court's orders.

(4) Except as otherwise permitted in this chapter, any statement or other information obtained as a result of
participating in a preadmission screening and evaluation assessment under subsection (3) is confidential and is
exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and must not
be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts other than, or inconsistent with, personal drug use.

(5) The court may request that the department of state police provide to the court information contained in the
law enforcement information network pertaining to an individual applicant's criminal history for the purposes of
determining an individual's eligibility for admission into the mental health court and general criminal history review.

History: Add. 2013, Act 274, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28,2019 ;-- Am. 2024, Act 44, Eff. Aug. 20, 2024

600.1094 Admission to mental health court of individual charged in criminal case; conditions; mental health
services before entry of plea; withdrawal of plea; additional rights of victim under William Van
Regenmorter crime victim's rights act.

Sec. 1094.

(1) If the individual is charged in a criminal case his or her admission to mental health court is subject to all of the
following conditions:

(a) The individual pleads guilty, no contest, or be convicted of any criminal charge on the record.

(b) The individual waives, in writing, the right to a speedy trial and, with the agreement of the prosecutor, the
right to a preliminary examination.

(c) The individual signs a written agreement to participate in the mental health court. If the individual is an
individual who has been assigned a guardian, the legal guardian is required to sign all documents for the individual's
admission in the mental health court.

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to preclude a court from providing mental health services to an
individual before he or she enters a plea and is accepted into the mental health court.

(3) An individual who has waived his or her right to a preliminary examination, who has pled guilty or no contest
and who is subsequently not admitted to a mental health court may withdraw his or her plea and is entitled to a
preliminary examination.

(4) In addition to rights accorded a victim under the William Van Regenmorter crime victim's rights act, 1985
PA 87, MCL 780.751 to 780.834, the mental health court shall permit any victim of the offense or offenses of
which the individual is charged as well as any victim of a prior offense of which that individual was convicted to
submit a written statement to the court regarding the advisability of admitting the individual into the mental health
court.

History: Add. 2013, Act 276, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1095 Admission to mental health court; requirements; jurisdiction; fee.
Sec. 1095.

(1) Upon admitting an individual into a mental health court, all of the following apply:

(a) For an individual who is admitted to a mental health court based upon having criminal charges currently filed
against him or her and who has not already pled guilty or no contest the court shall accept the plea of guilty or no
contest.

(b) For an individual who pled guilty or no contest to criminal charges for which he or she was admitted into the
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mental health court, the court shall do either of the following:

(i) In the case of an individual who pled guilty or no contest to criminal offenses that are not traffic offenses and
who may be eligible for discharge and dismissal under the agreement for which he or she was admitted into mental
health court upon successful completion of the mental health court program, the court shall not enter a judgment of
guilt.

(ii) In the case of an individual who pled guilty to a traffic offense or who pled guilty to an offense but may not
be eligible for discharge and dismissal pursuant to the agreement with the court and prosecutor upon successful
completion of the mental health court program, the court shall enter a judgment of guilt.

(iii) Pursuant to the agreement with the individual and the prosecutor, the court may either delay further
proceedings as provided in section 1 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 771.1, or
proceed to sentencing, as applicable, and place the individual on probation or other court supervision in the mental
health court program with terms and conditions according to the agreement and as considered necessary by the
court.

(2) Unless a memorandum of understanding made pursuant to section 1088 between a receiving mental health
court and the court of original jurisdiction provides otherwise, the original court of jurisdiction maintains
jurisdiction over the mental health court participant as provided in this chapter until final disposition of the case, but
not longer than the probation period fixed under section 2 of chapter XI of the code of criminal procedure, 1927
PA 175, MCL 771.2.

(3) The mental health court may require an individual admitted into the court to pay a reasonable mental health
court fee that is reasonably related to the cost to the court for administering the mental health court program as
provided in the memorandum of understanding. The clerk of the mental health court shall transmit the fees
collected to the treasurer of the local funding unit at the end of each month.

History: Add. 2013, Act 276, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30,2013 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018 ;-- Am. 2017, Act 161, Eff. Feb. 11, 2018
;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1096 Services provided by mental health court; exit evaluation; confidentiality of information obtained
from assessment, treatment, or testing.

Sec. 1096.

(1) A mental health court shall provide a mental health court participant with all of the following:

(a) Consistent and close monitoring of the participant and interaction among the court, treatment providers,
probation, and the participant.

(b) If determined by the mental health court to be necessary or appropriate, periodic and random testing for the
presence of any nonprescribed controlled substance or alcohol in a participant's blood, urine, or breath, using to the
extent practicable the best available, accepted, and scientifically valid methods.

(c) Periodic evaluation assessments of the participant's circumstances and progress in the program.

(d) A regimen or strategy of appropriate and graduated but immediate rewards for compliance and sanctions for
noncompliance, including, but not limited to, the possibility of incarceration or confinement.

(e) Mental health services, substance use disorder services, education, and vocational opportunities as
appropriate and practicable.

(2) Upon an individual's completion of the required mental health court program participation, an exit evaluation
should be conducted in order to assess the individual's continuing need for mental health, developmental disability,
or substance abuse services.

(3) Any statement or other information obtained as a result of participating in assessment, treatment, or testing
while in a mental health court is confidential and is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act,
1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and shall not be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts
other than, or inconsistent with, personal controlled substance use.

History: Add. 2013, Act 276, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013

600.1097 Participation in and completion of mental health court program; compliance with court orders;
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accusation of new crime; judge discretion to terminate; payment of costs; objection to written individual
plan of services; notice.

Sec. 1097.

(1) In order to continue to participate in and successfully complete a mental health court program, an individual
shall comply with all court orders, violations of which may be sanctioned at the court's discretion.

(2) If the participant is accused of a new crime, the judge shall have the discretion to terminate the participant's
participation in the mental health court program.

(3) The court shall require that a participant pay all court fines, court costs, court fees, restitution, and
assessments and pay all, or make substantial contributions toward payment of, the costs of the treatment and the
mental health court program services provided to the participant, including, but not limited to, the costs of drug or
alcohol testing or counseling. However, except as otherwise provided by law, if the court determines that the
payment of court fines, court fees, or drug or alcohol testing expenses under this subsection would be a substantial
hardship for the individual or would interfere with the individual's treatment, the court may waive all or part of
those court fines, court fees, or drug or alcohol testing expenses. The cost of treatment shall be governed by
chapter 8 of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1800 to 330.1842, if applicable.

(4) The responsible mental health agency shall notify the court of a participant's formal objection to his or her
written individual plan of services developed under section 712(2) of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL
330.1712. However, the court is not obligated to take any action in response to a notice received under this
subsection.

History: Add. 2013, Act 275, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30,2013

600.1098 Successful completion or termination; findings on the record or statement in court file; applicable
law; discharge and dismissal of proceedings; criteria; discharge and dismissal of domestic violence offense;

circumstances; discharge and dismissal under subsection (3); duties of court upon successful completion of
probation or court supervision; termination or failure of participant to complete program; duties of court;

records closed to public inspection and exempt from disclosure.

Sec. 1098.

(1) Upon completion or termination of the mental health court program, the court shall find on the record or
place a written statement in the court file indicating whether the participant completed the program successfully or
whether the individual's participation in the program was terminated and, if it was terminated, the reason for the
termination.

(2) If an individual is participating in a mental health court under section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11, section 7411 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411,
section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, or section 350a or 430 of
the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430, the court shall proceed under the applicable
section of law. There may only be 1 discharge or dismissal under this subsection.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), the court, with the agreement of the prosecutor and in conformity with
the terms and conditions of the memorandum of understanding under section 1091, may discharge and dismiss the
proceedings against an individual who meets all of the following criteria:

(a) The individual has participated in a mental health court for the first time.

(b) The individual has successfully completed the terms and conditions of the mental health court program.

(c) The individual is not required by law to be sentenced to a correctional facility for the crimes to which he or
she has pled guilty.

(d) The individual has not previously been subject to more than 1 of the following:

(i) Assignment to the status of youthful trainee under section 11 of chapter II of the code of criminal procedure,
1927 PA 175, MCL 762.11.

(i) The dismissal of criminal proceedings against the individual under section 7411 of the public health code,
1978 PA 368, MCL 333.7411, section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL
769.4a, or section 350a or 430 of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.350a and 750.430.

(4) The court may order a discharge and dismissal of a domestic violence offense only if all of the following
circumstances apply:

(a) The individual has not previously had proceedings dismissed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.
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(b) The domestic violence offense is eligible to be dismissed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of
criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(c) The individual fulfills the terms and conditions imposed under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a, and the discharge and dismissal of proceedings are processed and reported
under section 4a of chapter IX of the code of criminal procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 769.4a.

(5) A discharge and dismissal under subsection (3) is without adjudication of guilt and is not a conviction for
purposes of this section or for purposes of disqualifications or disabilities imposed by law upon conviction of a
crime. There may only be 1 discharge and dismissal under subsection (3) for an individual. The court shall send a
record of the discharge and dismissal to the criminal justice information center of the department of state police,
and the department of state police shall enter that information into the law enforcement information network with
an indication of participation by the individual in a mental health court. All records of the proceedings regarding the
participation of the individual in the mental health court under subsection (3) are closed to public inspection from
the date of deferral and are exempt from public disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442,
MCL 15.231 to 15.246, but must be open to the courts of this state, another state, or the United States, the
department of corrections, law enforcement personnel, and prosecutors only for use in the performance of their
duties or to determine whether an employee of the court, department, law enforcement agency, or prosecutor's
office has violated his or her conditions of employment or whether an applicant meets criteria for employment with
the court, department, law enforcement agency, or prosecutor's office. The records and identifications division of
the department of state police shall retain a nonpublic record of an arrest, court proceedings, and the discharge and
dismissal under this subsection.

(6) Except as provided in subsection (2), (3), or (4), if an individual has successfully completed probation or
other court supervision, the court shall do the following:

(a) If the court has not already entered an adjudication of guilt, enter an adjudication of guilt.

(b) If the court has not already sentenced the individual, proceed to sentencing pursuant to the agreement under
which the individual was admitted into the mental health court.

(c) Send a record of the conviction, sentence, and disposition to the criminal justice information center of the
department of state police.

(7) For a participant whose participation is terminated or who fails to successfully complete the mental health
court program, the court shall enter an adjudication of guilt, if the entry of guilt was delayed or deferred under
section 1094, and shall then proceed to sentencing of the individual for the original charges to which the individual
pled guilty prior to admission to the mental health court. Except for program termination due to the commission of
a new crime, failure to complete a mental health court program must not be a prejudicial factor in sentencing. All
records of the proceedings regarding the participation of the individual in the mental health court must remain
closed to public inspection and exempt from public disclosure as provided in subsection (5).

History: Add. 2013, Act 275, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30,2013 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 591, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099 Mental health court; collection of data; maintenance of files or databases; standards; disclosure.
Sec. 1099.

(1) Each mental health court shall collect and provide data on each individual applicant and participant and the
entire program as required by the state court administrative office. The state court administrative office shall
provide appropriate training to all courts entering data, as directed by the supreme court.

(2) Each mental health court shall maintain files or databases on each individual participant in the program for
review and evaluation as well as treatment, as directed by the state court administrative office. The information
collected for evaluation purposes must include a minimum standard data set developed and specified by the state
court administrative office.

(3) As directed by the supreme court, the state court administrative office shall provide standards for mental
health courts in this state, including, but not limited to, developing a list of approved measurement instruments and
indicators for data collection and evaluation. These standards must provide comparability between programs and
their outcomes.

(4) The information collected under this section regarding individual applicants to mental health court programs
for the purpose of application to that program and participants who have successfully completed mental health
courts is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: Add. 2013, Act 277, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013
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600.1099a Mental health court; expenditure of funds by supreme court; quarterly reports; advisory
committee; technical and training assistance.

Sec. 1099a.

(1) The supreme court is responsible for the expenditure of state funds for the establishment and operation of
mental health courts.

(2) Each mental health court shall report quarterly to the state court administrative office in a manner prescribed
by the state court administrative office on the state funds received and expended by that mental health court.

(3) The state court administrative office may establish an advisory committee. If established, this committee shall
be separate from and independent of the state's drug treatment court advisory committee.

(4) As directed by the supreme court, the state court administrative office shall, in conjunction with the
department of community health, assure that training and technical assistance are available and provided to all
mental health courts.

History: Add. 2013, Act 277, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2013

CHAPTER 10C
JUVENILE MENTAL HEALTH COURTS

600.1099b Definitions.
Sec. 1099b.

As used in this chapter:

(a) "Co-occurring disorder" means having 1 or more disorders relating to the use of alcohol or other controlled
substances of abuse as well as any serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, or developmental disability.
A diagnosis of co-occurring disorders occurs when at least 1 disorder of each type can be established independent
of the other and is not simply a cluster of symptoms resulting from 1 disorder.

(b) "Court funding unit" means that term as defined in section 151e.

(c) "Developmental disability" means that term as defined in section 100a of the mental health code, 1974 PA
258, MCL 330.1100a.

(d) "Domestic violence offense" means any crime alleged to have been committed by a juvenile against a family
member, an individual with whom the juvenile has a child in common, an individual with whom the juvenile has had
a dating relationship, or an individual who resides or has resided in the same household as the juvenile.

(e) "Juvenile mental health court" means all of the following:

(i) A court-supervised treatment program for juveniles who are diagnosed by a mental health professional with
having a serious emotional disturbance, co-occurring disorder, or developmental disability.

(ii) Programs designed to adhere to the 7 common characteristics of a juvenile mental health court as described
under section 1099¢(3).

(iii) Programs designed to adhere to the 10 essential elements of a mental health court promulgated by the
Bureau of Justice Assistance, or amended, that include all of the following characteristics:

(A) A broad-based group of stakeholders representing the criminal justice system, the juvenile justice system, the
mental health system, the substance abuse treatment system, any related systems, and the community guide the
planning and administration of the court.

(B) Eligibility criteria that address public safety and a community's treatment capacity, in addition to the
availability of alternatives to pretrial detention for juveniles with mental illnesses, and that take into account the
relationship between mental illness and a juvenile's offenses, while allowing the individual circumstances of each
case to be considered.

(C) Participants are identified, referred, and accepted into mental health courts, and then linked to community-
based service providers as quickly as possible.

(D) Terms of participation are clear, promote public safety, facilitate the juvenile's engagement in treatment, are
individualized to correspond to the level of risk that each juvenile presents to the community, and provide for
positive legal outcomes for those individuals who successfully complete the program.

(E) In accordance with the Michigan indigent defense commission act, 2013 PA 93, MCL 780.981 to 780.1003,

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 155 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



provide legal counsel to juvenile respondents to explain program requirements, including voluntary participation,
and guide juveniles in decisions about program involvement. Procedures exist in the juvenile mental health court to
address, in a timely fashion, concerns about a juvenile's competency whenever they arise.

(F) Connect participants to comprehensive and individualized treatment supports and services in the community
and strive to use, and increase the availability of, treatment and services that are evidence based.

(G) Health and legal information are shared in a manner that protects potential participants' confidentiality rights
as mental health consumers and their constitutional rights. Information gathered as part of the participants' court-
ordered treatment program or services is safeguarded from public disclosure in the event that participants are
returned to traditional court processing.

(H) A team of criminal justice, if applicable, juvenile justice, and mental health staff and treatment providers
receives special, ongoing training and assists mental health court participants to achieve treatment and criminal and
juvenile justice goals by regularly reviewing and revising the court process.

() Criminal and juvenile justice and mental health staff collaboratively monitor participants' adherence to court
conditions, offer individualized graduated incentives and sanctions, and modify treatment as necessary to promote
public safety and participants' recovery.

(J) Data are collected and analyzed to demonstrate the impact of the juvenile mental health court, its
performance is assessed periodically, procedures are modified accordingly, court processes are institutionalized,
and support for the court in the community is cultivated and expanded.

(f) "Mental health professional" means an individual who is trained and experienced in the area of mental illness
or developmental disabilities and who is 1 of the following:

(i) A physician.

(ii) A psychologist.

(iii) A registered professional nurse licensed or otherwise authorized to engage in the practice of nursing under
part 172 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.17201 to 333.17242.

(iv) A licensed master's social worker licensed or otherwise authorized to engage in the practice of social work at
the master's level under part 185 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18501 to 333.18518.

(v) A licensed professional counselor licensed or otherwise authorized to engage in the practice of counseling
under part 181 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.18101 to 333.18117.

(vi) A marriage and family therapist licensed or otherwise authorized to engage in the practice of marriage and
family therapy under part 169 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16901 to 333.16915.

(g) "Participant” means a juvenile who is admitted into a juvenile mental health court.

(h) "Serious emotional disturbance" means that term as defined in section 100d of the mental health code, 1974
PA 258, MCL 330.1100d.

(i) "Serious mental illness" means that term as defined in section 100d of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258,
MCL 330.1100d.

(j) "Violent offender" means a juvenile who is adjudicated on or has been, within the preceding 5 years,
adjudicated on 1 or more of the following offenses:

(i) First degree murder.

(i) Second degree murder.

(iii) Criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree.

(iv) Assault with intent to do great bodily harm less than murder in violation of section 84 of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.84.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099¢ Juvenile mental health court; adoption by family division of circuit court; eligible participants;
certification by state court administrative office.

Sec. 1099c.

(1) A family division of circuit court in any judicial circuit may adopt or institute a juvenile mental health court
pursuant to statute or court rules. The creation or existence of a juvenile mental health court does not alter or affect
the law or court rules concerning discharge or dismissal of an offense, or adjudication. A family division of circuit
court adopting or instituting a juvenile mental health court shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with all
participating prosecuting authorities in the circuit, a representative or representatives of the community mental
health services program, a representative of the bar specializing in juvenile law, and a representative or
representatives of community treatment providers that describes the roles and responsibilities of each party to the
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memorandum of understanding. The memorandum of understanding also may include other parties considered
necessary, including, but not limited to, a representative or representatives of the local court funding unit or a
domestic violence service provider program that receives funding from the Michigan domestic and sexual violence
prevention and treatment board.

(2) A court that has adopted a juvenile mental health court under this section may accept participants from any
other jurisdiction in this state based upon the residence of the participant in the receiving jurisdiction. A juvenile
mental health court may refuse to accept participants from other jurisdictions.

(3) A court that has adopted a juvenile mental health court under this section shall comply with the 7 common
characteristics of a juvenile mental health court published by Policy Research Associates, including all of the
following:

(a) Regularly scheduled special docket.

(b) Less formal style of interaction among court officials and participants.

(c) Age-appropriate screening and assessment for trauma, substance use, and mental disorder.

(d) Team management of a participant's treatment and supervision.

(e) System-wide accountability enforced by the juvenile mental health court.

(f) Use of graduated incentives and sanctions.

(g) Defined criteria for program success.

(4) Beginning January 1, 2019, a juvenile mental health court operating in this state, or a circuit court in any
judicial circuit or the district court in any judicial district seeking to adopt or institute a juvenile mental health court,
must be certified by the state court administrative office. The state court administrative office shall establish the
procedure for certification. Approval and certification under this subsection of a juvenile mental health court is
required to begin or to continue the operation of a juvenile mental health court under this chapter. The state court
administrative office shall not recognize and include a juvenile mental health court that is not certified under this
subsection on the statewide official list of juvenile mental health courts. The state court administrative office shall
include a juvenile mental health court certified under this subsection on the statewide official list of juvenile mental
health courts. A juvenile mental health court that is not certified under this subsection shall not perform any of the
functions of a juvenile mental health court, including, but not limited to, any of the following functions:

(a) Charging a fee under section 1099h.

(b) Discharging and dismissing a case as provided in section 1099k.

(c) Receiving funding under section 1099m.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

600.1099d Hiring or contracting with mental health professionals.
Sec. 1099d.

A juvenile mental health court shall hire, contract, or work in conjunction with mental health professionals, in
consultation with the local community mental health service provider, and other such appropriate persons to assist
the juvenile mental health court in fulfilling its requirements under this chapter.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

600.1099¢ Admission to juvenile mental health court; preadmission screening; confidentiality of
information obtained from preadmission screening and assessment; criminal history contained in L.E.I.N.

Sec. 1099e.

(1) Each juvenile mental health court shall determine whether a juvenile may be admitted. No juvenile has a right
to be admitted into a juvenile mental health court. Admission into a juvenile mental health court program is at the
discretion of the court based on the juvenile's legal and clinical eligibility. A court has the discretion to consider a
juvenile's prior participation or completion status in a juvenile mental health court. A juvenile may be admitted to
juvenile mental health court, regardless of prior participation or prior completion status. However, a violent
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offender must not be admitted into juvenile mental health court.

(2) Admission to a juvenile mental health court does not disqualify a juvenile for any other dispositional options
available under state law or court rule.

(3) To be admitted to a juvenile mental health court, a juvenile shall cooperate with and complete a preadmission
screening and assessment and shall submit to any future assessment as directed by the juvenile mental health court.
A preadmission screening and assessment must include all of the following:

(a) A review of the juvenile's delinquency history. A review of the law enforcement information network may be
considered sufficient for purposes of this subdivision unless a further review is warranted. The court may accept
other verifiable and reliable information from the prosecution or defense to complete its review and may require the
juvenile to submit a statement as to whether or not he or she has previously been admitted to a juvenile mental
health court and the results of his or her participation in the prior program or programs.

(b) An assessment of the risk of danger or harm to the juvenile, others, and the community using standardized
instruments that have acceptable reliability and validity.

(c) A mental health assessment, performed by a mental health professional, for an evaluation of a serious mental
illness, serious emotional disturbance, co-occurring disorder, or developmental disability.

(d) A review of the juvenile's family situation, special needs, or circumstances that may potentially affect the
juvenile's ability to receive mental health or substance abuse treatment and follow the court's orders, including input
from family, caregivers, or other collateral supports.

(4) Except as otherwise permitted in this chapter, any statement or other information obtained as a result of
participating in a preadmission screening and assessment under subsection (3) is confidential and is exempt from
disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and must not be used in
any future juvenile delinquency proceeding.

(5) The court may request that the department of state police provide to the court information contained in the
law enforcement information network pertaining to a juvenile criminal history for the purposes of determining a
juvenile's eligibility for admission into the juvenile mental health court.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

600.1099f Juvenile alleged to have engaged in what constitutes a criminal act; conditions for admission to
juvenile mental health court; withdrawal of admission of responsibility.

Sec. 1099f.

(1) If the juvenile is alleged to have engaged in activity that would constitute a criminal act if committed by an
adult, his or her admission to juvenile mental health court is subject to all of the following conditions:

(a) The juvenile admits responsibility for the violation or violations that he or she is accused of having
committed.

(b) The parent, legal guardian, or legal custodian, and juvenile are required to sign all documents for the
juvenile's admission in the juvenile mental health court, including a written agreement to participate in the juvenile
mental health court.

(2) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to preclude a court from providing mental health services to a
juvenile before he or she admits responsibility and is accepted into the juvenile mental health court.

(3) A juvenile who has admitted responsibility, as part of his or her referral process to a juvenile mental health
court, and who is subsequently not admitted to a juvenile mental health court may withdraw his or her admission of
responsibility.

(4) This section does not apply to status offenses.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099¢ Victim's rights; written statement on admissibility.

Sec. 1099g.

Rendered Friday, August 29, 2025 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 12 of 2025
Page 158 Courtesy of legislature.mi.gov



In addition to rights accorded a victim under the William Van Regenmorter crime victim's rights act, 1985 PA
87, MCL 780.751 to 780.834, the juvenile mental health court shall permit any victim of the offense or offenses for
which the juvenile has been petitioned to submit a written statement to the court regarding the advisability of
admitting the juvenile into the juvenile mental health court.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

600.1099h Admission of juvenile into juvenile mental health court; requirements.
Sec. 109%h.

Upon admitting a juvenile into a juvenile mental health court, all of the following apply:

(a) The court shall enter an adjudication upon acceptance of a juvenile's admittance of responsibility to the
offense.

(b) Unless a memorandum of understanding made pursuant to section 1088 between a receiving juvenile mental
health court and the court of original jurisdiction provides otherwise, the original court of jurisdiction maintains
jurisdiction over the juvenile mental health court participant as provided in this chapter until final disposition of the
case. The court may receive jurisdiction over the juvenile's parents or guardians under section 6 of chapter XIIA of
the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.6, in order to assist in ensuring the juvenile's continued
participation and successful completion of the juvenile mental health court and may issue and enforce any
appropriate and necessary order regarding the parent or guardian.

(c) The juvenile mental health court may require a juvenile and his or her parent, legal guardian, or legal
custodian admitted into the court to pay a reasonable juvenile mental health court fee that is reasonably related to
the cost to the court for administering the juvenile mental health court program as provided in the memorandum of
understanding. The juvenile mental health court shall transmit the fees collected to the treasurer of the local funding
unit at the end of each month.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

600.1099i Juvenile mental health court program; requirements; completion of the program; exit evaluation;
confidentiality of information obtained while participating in the program; exemption from disclosure.

Sec. 1099i.

(1) A juvenile mental health court shall provide a juvenile mental health court participant with all of the
following:

(a) Consistent and close monitoring of the juvenile's treatment and recovery.

(b) If found necessary or appropriate, periodic and random testing for the presence of any nonprescribed
controlled substance or alcohol as well as compliance with or effectiveness of prescribed medication using to the
extent practicable the best available, accepted, and scientifically valid methods.

(c) Periodic judicial reviews of the participant's circumstances and progress in the program.

(d) A regimen or strategy of individualized and graduated but immediate rewards for compliance and sanctions
for noncompliance, including, but not limited to, the possibility of detainment.

(e) Mental health services, substance use disorder services, education, and vocational opportunities as
appropriate and practical.

(2) Upon a juvenile's completion of the required juvenile mental health court program participation, an exit
evaluation should be conducted in order to assess the juvenile's continuing need for mental health, developmental
disability, or substance abuse services.

(3) Any statement or other information obtained as a result of participating in assessment, treatment, or testing
while in a juvenile mental health court is confidential and is exempt from disclosure under the United States
Constitution and state constitution of 1963 and the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15.246, and must not be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts other than, or inconsistent
with, personal controlled substance use.
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History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099j Continued participation in the juvenile mental health court program; compliance with court
orders; termination or discharge from participation in program; repayment of court costs; notification of
objection to individual plan of services.

Sec. 1099;.

(1) In order to continue to participate in and successfully complete a juvenile mental health court program, a
juvenile shall comply with all court orders, violations of which may be sanctioned at the court's discretion.

(2) If the juvenile is accused of a new offense, the judge has the discretion to terminate the juvenile's
participation in the juvenile mental health court program. If the juvenile is adjudicated on or convicted of 1 or more
of the offenses listed under section 1099b(j) that was committed after he or she was admitted into the juvenile
mental health court program, the juvenile must be immediately discharged from the program as unsuccessful.

(3) The court shall require that a juvenile pay all court fines, costs, court fees, restitution, and assessments.
However, except as otherwise provided by law, if the court determines that the payment of court fines, court fees,
or drug or alcohol testing expenses under this subsection would be a substantial hardship for the juvenile and the
juvenile's family or would interfere with the juvenile's treatment, the court may waive all or part of those court
fines, court fees, or drug or alcohol testing expenses except those required by statute.

(4) The responsible mental health provider shall notify the court of a participant's formal objection to his or her
written individual plan of services developed under section 712(2) of the mental health code, 1974 PA 258, MCL
330.1712. However, the court is not obligated to take any action in response to a notice received under this
subsection.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099k Completion or termination of the juvenile mental health court program; findings on the record
or written statement in court file; discharge and dismissal of proceedings; duties of court; court proceedings
closed to public; exemption from disclosure.

Sec. 1099k.

(1) Upon a participant's completion or termination of the juvenile mental health court program, the court shall
find on the record or place a written statement in the court file indicating whether the participant completed the
program successfully or whether the juvenile's participation in the program was terminated and, if it was terminated,
the reason for the termination.

(2) The court, with the agreement of the prosecutor and in conformity with the terms and conditions of the
memorandum of understanding under section 1099¢, may discharge and dismiss the proceedings.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2), if a juvenile has successfully completed probation or other court
supervision, the court shall do the following:

(a) If the court has not already disposed of the juvenile, proceed to disposition pursuant to the agreement under
which the juvenile was admitted into juvenile mental health court.

(b) Send a record of adjudication of responsibility and disposition to the department of state police and secretary
of state, as applicable.

(4) Except for program termination due to the commission of a new offense, failure to complete a juvenile
mental health court program must not be a prejudicial factor in disposition. All records of the proceedings
regarding the participation of the juvenile in the juvenile mental health court must remain closed to public
inspection and are exempt from public disclosure, including disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976
PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019
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600.10991 Collection and maintenance of information; standards for juvenile mental health courts;
information exempt from disclosure.

Sec. 10991.

(1) Each juvenile mental health court shall collect and provide data on each individual applicant and participant
and the entire program as required by the state court administrative office. The state court administrative office
shall provide appropriate training to all courts entering data, as directed by the supreme court.

(2) Each juvenile mental health court shall maintain files or databases on each individual participant in the
program for review and evaluation as well as treatment, as directed by the state court administrative office. The
information collected for evaluation purposes must include a minimum standard data set developed and specified by
the state court administrative office.

(3) As directed by the supreme court, the state court administrative office shall provide standards for juvenile
mental health courts in this state, including, but not limited to, developing a list of approved measurement
instruments and indicators for data collection and evaluation. These standards must provide comparability between
programs and their outcomes.

(4) The information collected under this section regarding individual applicants to juvenile mental health court
programs for the purpose of application to that program and participants who have successfully completed juvenile
mental health courts is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15.246.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28, 2019

600.1099m Disposition of funds; report; advisory committee; training and technical assistance.
Sec. 1099m.

(1) The supreme court is responsible for the expenditure of state funds for the establishment and operation of
juvenile mental health courts.

(2) Each juvenile mental health court shall report quarterly to the state court administrative office in a manner
prescribed by the state court administrative office on the state funds received and expended by that juvenile mental
health court.

(3) The state court administrative office may establish an advisory committee. If established, this committee must
be separate from and independent of the state's drug treatment court advisory committee.

(4) As directed by the supreme court, the state court administrative office shall, in conjunction with the
department of health and human services, assure that training and technical assistance are available and provided to
all juvenile mental health courts.

History: Add. 2018, Act 590, Eff. Mar. 28,2019

Chapter 10D
FAMILY TREATMENT COURT

600.1099aa Definitions.
Sec. 1099aa.

As used in this chapter:

(a) "Department" means the department of health and human services.

(b) "Family-centered" means a treatment approach that is designed to meet the needs of each member of a
family, not just the individual diagnosed with a substance abuse disorder, and recognizes that families are diverse
and can be made up of nuclear family members, extended family members, fictive kin, and nonblood relations. As
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used in this subdivision, "family" means all individuals whom the child and parent define as family.

(c) "Family treatment court" means either of the following:

(i) A court-supervised treatment program for individuals with a civil child abuse or neglect case and who are
diagnosed with a substance use disorder.

(ii) A program designed to adhere to the family treatment court best practice standards promulgated by a
national organization representing the interest of drug and specialty court treatment programs and the Center for
Children and Family Futures, which include all of the following:

(A) Early identification, screening, and assessment of eligible participants, with prompt placement in the
program.

(B) Integration of timely, high-quality, and appropriate substance use disorder treatment services with justice
system case processing.

(C) Access to comprehensive case management, services, and supports for families.

(D) Valid, reliable, random, and frequent drug testing.

(E) Therapeutic responses to improve parent, child, and family functioning, ensure children's safety, permanency,
and well-being, support participant behavior change, and promote participant accountability.

(F) Ongoing close judicial interaction with each participant.

(G) Collecting and reviewing data to monitor participant progress, engage in a process of continuous quality
improvement, monitor adherence to best practice standards, and evaluate outcomes using scientifically reliable and
valid procedures.

(H) Continued interdisciplinary education in order to promote effective family treatment court planning,
implementation, and operation.

(I) The forging of partnerships among other family treatment courts, public agencies, and community-based
organizations to generate local support.

(J) A family-centered, culturally relevant, and trauma-informed approach.

(K) Ensuring equity and inclusion.

(d) "Indian child's tribe" means that term as defined in section 3 of the Michigan Indian family preservation act,
chapter XIIB of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712B.3.

(e) "Lawyer-guardian ad litem" means that term as defined in section 13a of chapter XIIA of the probate code of
1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.13a.

(f) "Participant” means an individual who is admitted into a family treatment court.

(g) "Prosecutor” means the prosecuting attorney of the county, attorney general, or attorney retained by the
department.

(h) "Termination" means removal from the family treatment court due to a new offense, noncompliance,
absconding, voluntary withdrawal, medical discharge, or death.

(i) "Violent offender" means an individual who is currently charged with or has pled guilty to an offense
involving the death of or serious bodily injury to any individual, whether or not death or serious bodily injury is an
element of the offense, or an offense that is criminal sexual conduct of any degree.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099bb Family treatment court; adoption or institution by circuit court; certification by state court
administrative office.

Sec. 1099bb.

(1) The circuit court in any judicial circuit may adopt or institute a family treatment court, pursuant to statute or
court rules. The circuit court shall not adopt or institute the family treatment court unless the circuit court enters
into a memorandum of understanding with the prosecuting attorney, a representative of the bar specializing in
family or juvenile law, a lawyer-guardian ad litem, a representative or representatives of the department, and a
representative or representatives of community treatment providers. The memorandum of understanding may also
include other parties considered necessary, such as a court appointed special advocate, local law enforcement, the
local substance abuse coordinating agency for that circuit court, a mental health treatment provider, a domestic
violence services provider, an Indian child's tribe, or child and adolescent services providers. The memorandum of
understanding must describe the role of each party.

(2) A court that is adopting a family treatment court shall participate in training as required by the state court
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administrative office.

(3) A family treatment court operating in this state, or a circuit court in any judicial circuit seeking to adopt or
institute a family treatment court, must be certified by the state court administrative office. The state court
administrative office shall, under the direction and supervision of the supreme court, establish the procedure for
certification. Approval and certification under this subsection of a family treatment court by the state court
administrative office is required to begin or to continue the operation of a family treatment court under this chapter.
The state court administrative office shall, under the direction and supervision of the supreme court, include a
family treatment court certified under this subsection on the statewide official list of family treatment courts. The
state court administrative office shall not recognize and include a family treatment court that is not certified under
this subsection on the statewide official list of family treatment courts. A family treatment court that is not certified
under this subsection shall not perform any of the functions of a family treatment court, including, but not limited
to, receiving funding under section 109911.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099cc Hiring or contracting with licensed or accredited treatment providers.
Sec. 1099cc.

A family treatment court may hire or contract with licensed or accredited treatment providers in consultation and
cooperation with the local substance abuse coordinating agency, the local community mental health service
provider, and other such appropriate persons to assist the family treatment court in fulfilling its requirements under
this chapter, including, but not limited to, the investigation of an individual's background or circumstances, the
clinical evaluation of an individual for the individual's admission into or participation in a family treatment court,
providing a recommended treatment modality and level of care, and providing evidence-based, family-centered
treatment using an integrated, comprehensive continuum of care.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099dd Admission to family treatment court; preadmission screening; confidentiality of information
obtained from screening and assessment.

Sec. 1099dd.

(1) A family treatment court shall determine whether an individual may be admitted to the family treatment court.
An individual does not have a right to be admitted into a family treatment court. Unless the family treatment court
judge and the prosecuting attorney, in consultation with any known victim in the instant case, consent, a violent
offender must not be admitted into a family treatment court. An individual must not be admitted to a family
treatment court if either of the following applies:

(a) The individual is currently charged with first degree murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316, or criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree in violation of
section 520b, 520c, or 520d of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b, 750.520c, and 750.520d.

(b) The individual has been convicted of first degree murder in violation of section 316 of the Michigan penal
code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.316, criminal sexual conduct in the first degree in violation of section 520b of the
Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b, or child sexually abusive activity in violation of section 145¢
of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.145c.

(2) To be admitted into a family treatment court, admission must be indicated as appropriate as a result of a
preadmission screening, evaluation, or assessment with an evidence-based screening and assessment tool. An
individual shall cooperate with and complete a preadmission screening, evaluation, or assessment, and shall agree to
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cooperate with any future evaluation or assessment as directed by the family treatment court. A preadmission
screening, evaluation, or assessment must include all of the following:

(a) A complete review of the individual's criminal history, and a review of whether or not the individual has been
admitted to, has participated in, or is currently participating in a problem-solving court. The court may accept
verifiable and reliable information from the prosecutor or the individual's attorney to complete its review and may
require the individual to submit a statement as to whether or not the individual has previously been admitted to a
problem-solving court and the results of the individual's participation in the prior program or programs.

(b) A complete review of the individual's child protective services history.

(c) As much as practicable, a complete review of the individual's civil record, including any records pertaining to
divorce, custody, personal protection order, and extreme risk protection order proceedings.

(d) An assessment of the family situation, including any nonrespondent parent and family support.

(e) An assessment of the risk of danger or harm to the individual, the individual's children, or the community.

(f) As much as practicable, a complete review of the individual's history regarding the use or abuse of any
controlled substance or alcohol and an assessment of whether the individual abuses controlled substances or alcohol
or is drug or alcohol dependent. As much as practicable, the assessment must be a clinical assessment.

(g) A review of any special needs or circumstances of the individual that may potentially affect the individual's
ability to receive substance abuse treatment and follow the court's orders.

(3) The information received for an assessment under subsection (2) is confidential and must not be used for any
purpose other than treatment and case planning.

(4) Except as otherwise permitted in this act, any statement or other information obtained as a result of
participating in a preadmission screening, evaluation, or assessment under subsection (2) is confidential and is
exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and must not
be used in a criminal prosecution, unless it reveals criminal acts other than, or inconsistent with, personal drug use.

(5) The court may request that the department provide to the court information about an individual applicant's
child protective services history to determine an individual's admission into the family treatment court. The
department shall provide the information requested by a family treatment court under this subsection and as
required under section 7(1)(g) of the child protection law, 1975 PA 238, MCL 722.627.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099¢e Admission into family treatment court; requirements.
Sec. 1099ee.

Before an individual is admitted into a family treatment court, the court shall find on the record, or place a
statement in the court file establishing all of the following:

(a) That the individual has a substance use disorder and is an appropriate candidate for participation in the family
treatment court as determined by the preadmission screening, evaluation, or assessment.

(b) That the individual understands the consequences of entering the family treatment court and agrees to comply
with all court orders and requirements of the family treatment court and treatment providers.

(c) That either the individual is not a violent offender or, subject to subdivisions (d) and (e), the family treatment
court judge, the lawyer-guardian ad litem, and the prosecuting attorney, in consultation with any known victim in
the instant case, consent to the violent offender being admitted to the family treatment court.

(d) The individual is not currently charged with first degree murder or criminal sexual conduct in the first,
second, or third degree.

(e) The individual has never been convicted of first degree murder, criminal sexual conduct in the first degree, or
child sexually abusive activity.

(f) That an individual has completed a preadmission screening, evaluation, or assessment under section 1099dd
and has agreed to cooperate with any future evaluation or assessment as directed by the family treatment court.

(g) The terms and conditions of the agreement between the parties.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024
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600.1099ff Conditional admission; adjudication in civil child neglect and abuse case.
Sec. 10991t

If the individual being considered for admission to a family treatment court is adjudicated in a civil child neglect
and abuse case, the individual's admission is subject to all of the following conditions:

(a) The allegations contained in the petition must be related to the abuse, illegal use, or possession of a
controlled substance or alcohol.

(b) The individual must make an admission of responsibility to the allegations on the record.

(c) The individual must sign a written agreement to participate in the family treatment court.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099gg Family treatment court program; requirements; court fees; request for child protective services
history information.

Sec. 1099gg.

(1) On admitting an individual into a family treatment court, both of the following apply:

(a) For an individual who is admitted to a family treatment court based on having an adjudicated child neglect or
abuse case, the court shall accept the admission of responsibility to the allegations described in section 1099ff.

(b) The court may place the individual under court jurisdiction in the family treatment court program with terms
and conditions as considered necessary by the court.

(2) The family treatment court shall cooperate with, and act in a collaborative manner with, the prosecutor,
representative of the bar specializing in family or juvenile law, treatment providers, lawyer-guardian ad litem, local
substance abuse coordinating agency, department, and, to the extent possible, court appointed special advocate,
local law enforcement, child and adolescent services providers, domestic violence services providers, Indian child's
tribe, and community corrections agencies.

(3) The family treatment court may require an individual admitted into the court to pay a reasonable family
treatment court fee that is reasonably related to the cost to the court of administering the family treatment court
program as provided in the memorandum of understanding under section 1099bb. The clerk of the circuit court
shall transmit the fees collected to the treasurer of the local funding unit at the end of each month.

(4) The family treatment court may request that the department provide the court with information about an
admitted individual's child protective services history and updates on the individual's compliance with child
protective services for the purpose of determining an individual's progress in and compliance with the family
treatment court. The department shall provide the information requested by a family treatment court under this
subsection and as required under section 7(1)(g) of the child protection law, 1975 PA 283, MCL 722.627.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099hh Family treatment court program; required services; confidentiality of information contained
while participating in the program; exempt from disclosure.

Sec. 1099hh.

(1) A family treatment court shall provide a family treatment court participant with all of the following:
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(a) Consistent, continual, and close monitoring of the participant and interaction among the court, treatment
providers, department, and participant.

(b) Mandatory periodic and random testing for the presence of any controlled substance, alcohol, or other
abused substance in a participant's blood, urine, saliva, or breath, using to the extent practicable the best available,
accepted, and scientifically valid methods.

(c) Periodic evaluation assessments of the participant's circumstances and progress in the program.

(d) A regimen or strategy of appropriate and graduated but immediate rewards for compliance and sanctions for
noncompliance, including, but not limited to, the possibility of incarceration or confinement.

(e) Substance abuse treatment services, including, but not limited to, family-centered treatment, relapse
prevention services, mental health treatment services, education, and vocational opportunities as appropriate and
practicable.

(2) Any statement or other information obtained as a result of participating in an assessment, evaluation,
treatment, or testing while in a family treatment court is confidential and is exempt from disclosure under the
freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246, and must not be used in a criminal prosecution,
unless it reveals criminal acts other than, or inconsistent with, personal drug use.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099ii Continued participation in the family treatment court program; requirements; fees.
Sec. 1099ii.

(1) To continue to participate in and successfully complete a family treatment court program, an individual must
do both of the following:

(a) Pay the family treatment court fee allowed under section 1099gg, as applicable.

(b) Comply with all court orders and case service plans, violations of which may be sanctioned according to
national and state recognized family treatment court best practices and standards.

(2) The family treatment court must be notified of any new neglect and abuse allegations against the participant
or if the participant is accused of a crime. The judge shall consider whether to terminate the participant's
participation in the family treatment court in conformity with the memorandum of understanding under section
1099bb.

(3) The court shall require that a participant pay the fee described in subsection (1)(a). However, if the court
determines that the payment of the fee would be a substantial hardship for the participant or would interfere with
the participant's substance abuse treatment, the court may waive all or part of the fee.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099jj Completion or termination of participation in a family treatment court program; findings on the
record or written statement in court file.

Sec. 1099j;.

(1) On completion of or termination from a family treatment court program, the court shall find on the record or
place a written statement in the court file as to whether the participant completed the program successfully or
whether the individual's participation in the program was terminated and, if it was terminated, the reason for the
termination.

(2) If a participant has successfully completed family treatment court, the court shall send a notice of the family
treatment court completion and final disposition to the department. The department shall record successful
participation by the individual in a family treatment court.
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(3) If a participant was terminated from the family treatment court, the court shall send a notice of the family
treatment court termination to the department. The department shall record the termination of the individual from
family treatment court.

(4) All court proceedings under this section must be open to the public.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.1099kk Collection and maintenance of information; information exempt from disclosure.
Sec. 1099kk.

(1) Each family treatment court shall collect and provide data on each individual applicant and participant in the
program as required by the state court administrative office.

(2) A family treatment court shall maintain files or databases on each individual applicant or referral who is
denied or refused admission to the program, including the reasons for the denial or rejection, the criminal history of
the applicant, the preadmission evaluation or assessment, and other demographic information as required by the
state court administrative office.

(3) A family treatment court shall maintain files or databases on each individual participant in the program for
review and evaluation, as directed by the state court administrative office. The information collected for evaluation
purposes must include a minimum standard data set developed and specified by the state court administrative office.
This information should be maintained in the court files or otherwise accessible by the courts and the state court
administrative office and, as much as practicable, should include all of the following:

(a) Location and contact information for each individual participant, on admission and termination or completion
of the program for follow-up reviews, and third-party contact information.

(b) Significant transition point dates, including dates of referral, enrollment, new court orders, violations,
detentions, changes in services or treatments provided, discharge for completion or termination, any provision of
after-care, and after-program recidivism.

(¢) The individual's precipitating adjudication and significant factual information, source of referral, and all family
treatment court evaluations and assessments.

(d) Treatments provided, including the intensity of care or dosage, and the outcome of each treatment.

(e) Other services or opportunities provided to the individual and resulting use by the individual, such as
education or employment and the participation of and outcome for that individual.

(f) Reasons for discharge, completion, or termination of the program.

(g) Outcomes related to reunification and placement of a child or children.

(4) As directed by the state court administrative office, after an individual is discharged either on completion of
or termination from the program, the family treatment court should conduct, as much as practicable, follow-up
contacts with and reviews of participants for key outcome indicators, such as substance use, custody status of
children, recidivism, and employment, as frequently and for a period of time determined by the state court
administrative office based on the nature of the family treatment court and the nature of the participant. The follow-
up contact and review of former participants is not an extension of the court's jurisdiction over the individual.

(5) A family treatment court shall provide to the state court administrative office all information requested by the
state court administrative office.

(6) The state court administrative office, under the direction and supervision of the supreme court, is responsible
for evaluating and collecting data on the performance of family treatment courts in this state as follows:

(a) Provide an annual review of the performance of family treatment courts in this state to the minority and
majority party leaders in the senate and house of representatives, the state drug treatment court advisory committee
created under section 1082, the governor, and the supreme court.

(b) Provide standards for family treatment courts in this state, including, but not limited to, developing a list of
approved measurement instruments and indicators for data collection and evaluation. These standards must provide
comparability between programs and their outcomes.

(c) Provide evaluation plans, including appropriate and scientifically valid research designs that, as soon as
practicable, include the use of comparison and control groups.

(7) The information collected under this section regarding individual applicants to family treatment court
programs for the purpose of application to that program and participants who have successfully completed family
treatment courts is exempt from disclosure under the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
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15.246.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

600.109911 Disposition of funds; quarterly report.
Sec. 109911

(1) The supreme court is responsible for the expenditure of state funds for the establishment and operation of
family treatment courts. Federal funds provided to the state for the operation of family treatment courts must be
distributed by the department or the appropriate state agency as otherwise provided by law.

(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the appropriate state
fund or funds for the purposes described in subsection (1).

(3) Each family treatment court shall report quarterly to the state court administrative office on the funds
received and expended by that family treatment court, in a manner prescribed by the state court administrative
office.

History: Add. 2024, Act 15, Imd. Eff. Mar. 12, 2024

Chapter 11
COURT STENOGRAPHERS

600.1101 Court reporters or certified court recorders; number.
Sec. 1101.

Each circuit court in this state shall have as many court reporters or certified court recorders as it has judges.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.1104 Court reporter or recorder; appointment; oath of office; appointment for more than 1 circuit.
Sec. 1104.

Every reporter or recorder shall be appointed by the governor after having first been recommended by the judge
or judges of the court to which he or she is appointed and he or she is an officer of that court. Before entering upon
the duties of his or her office he or she shall take and subscribe the constitutional oath of office which shall be filed
in the office of the secretary of state. No person may be appointed a reporter or recorder for more than 1 judicial
circuit unless he or she personally performs the duties of reporter or recorder in each of the circuits for which he or
she has been appointed.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.1105 Court reporter or recorder; term; suspension.
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Sec. 1105.

Every reporter or recorder shall hold office at the pleasure of the governor unless suspended for incompetency
or misconduct, by the court to which he or she is appointed. In the case of a suspension, the reporter or recorder
shall cease to hold the office of reporter or recorder unless by order of the court his or her suspension is rescinded.
If the suspension is not rescinded within 30 days of the order of suspension, the office shall become vacant.

History: 1961, Act 236, Eff. Jan. 1, 1963 ;-- Am. 1986, Act 308, Eff. Jan. 1, 1987

600.1106 Court reporter or recorder; vacancy; notice; temporary absence; payment of reporter or recorder
pro tempore.

Sec. 1106.

In case of a vacancy in the office of the reporter or recorder from any cause of a permanent nature, the
appointment shall be made in accordance with section 1104, after notice has been given the governor of the
vacancy by the chief or only judge of the circuit or the court administrator. In case of a temporary absence of the
reporter or recorder, the reporter or recorder shall appoint some competent person who has been approved by the
judge to act as a reporter or recorder pro tempore and who shall be paid by the reporter or recorder in whose place
he or she acts. If the temporary absence of the reporter or recorder is due to illness, the reporter or recorder pro
tempore shall be paid out of the county treasury, such sum as may be approved by the county board of
com