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Replesentatives,

Toclay I aur letttluitrg [ìurollecl Hor,rse I]ills õ76.1 ancl 581.0 to yor.r r,r,ithout .m5, ap¡tlovaI.

I have hearcl fi:oln loc¿tl govc)ll1rìrents, tho I(-12 conlmpnit¡., a¡cl coulrL), a¡cl local tl,easu¡Éìr,s
f|onl Sotttheast hd.ichigan 1;o bhc Uppcr' ])cninsul¿¡ all oyer.g,helrning collsenslrs that tìlesc
bills create trol:e 1:r:ol:ìents than tìrey solvc. I agr:ce.'l'his legislation ¡rur,¡rolbs l,o clelay
slrrì1tller: 2020 Laxes to l\tlay 2027, btit in tìrcii'¡r::actical a¡t¡llicabion they lyor.rlcl jeo¡:arclize
the at'ailabilit5' of cleclit to local turiLs of gol,ernmcnt. l\{[olc funclanrentally, tlies" Ûiil" s¡ffe'
fi:onr flatal constitutional flarvs,

Unclet'this legislation, each counL.y r.r'orrlcl bc leqr.rilecl t,o ¿rlr.anç¡e for,aclvance Þa¡rr¡.r-r¡'r ro
"eligible local tax collecting ttrlits" (i.o, citics ancl torvns rvithin Lhe cot¡rtt') fcrr.tlic arrtr.¡unt of
stlmllìel p|opet't;v taxes defellecl. Oounties s'oulcI tre lcquilccl to cithe¡ i¡cìepe¡cle¡tl¡,
arlange fbr financing, ol lelyotr ùhe state fol sholt-tclrn, inter.est-fi:ee finanoir"rg. Thà
lequilernent that tì-re s1;¿rte ¡l:ovicle snch f-inancíng blatanLì.¡r ylolotes a¡,f,icle g, slction 1g of
the lVliclrigan Constitubion of 1963-the ¡ri'ohibit;ion on grantìr'rg sl,¿rte c::cclit cxce¡rt as
plovicled in the constitution-b¡' making tìre state l,ìre guauantol of oounty lial¡ilitje.s
rvjthout leccit,ing anvthirlg ollrraltic jn letuln. Ancl, absent state bacl<i1g, t¡c lcq¡ìr:elnelrt
that counties aclvatrce lìlorte)¡ to cjtjes and t;oq,ns to llrake u¡i for clefbn:eil levenue rvo¡lcl
violate t,he Ile.ucl,l.¿e arnenclrnents of alticle g.

Moreol'et', by ¡lilitrg hunclrecls of millions in uncollcctocl taxcs onio cor,rnt.y br-rclgets, this
lcgislation rvoulcl jeopaldize count¡r ùt'eastu,el borr.os,i¡rg fol thc J)elinquerrt illax lì,evolving
'liuncl. IÙr'elr if investors cortlcl tolelate the aclchtionaì lisl<, the cosh of bãlror.ving u,o¡lcl ¡isã,
leaving counti.es rvitl: unfundecl lial¡ilities ¿rncl 1:otential la5rof¡*,

'fhe financiaì strain r:leatccl b¡'CO\iID-1g js a scr.ior_rs ploblem tìiat i.equir.es a selious
sohttion. That is \r'h¡, e11t statc has lecl the $/ay gctf,in¡lrrnernploymenttenefits out to
lecl'plents, ¡:r:ovicUng t'eltta] assístance, ancl ¡rartnelirrg rl,itìr fina¡cjal i¡stiL¡tions to p¡ovicle
nrol'Lgagc-1:ayrtrent fol'bear,ance. Iì'urther, m¡' aclurinistraLion has iurp].ementr¡cl the foilorving
pl'oglanls üo sqrpolt Nlichigan businessos jn thjs chaìIe¡gi¡g ti¡re:

' $l00 ¡lrillion fol the i\{icirigarr Srnall Busjness Iì.estart P::<lglerrn (applicaticlls ope¡
Jul¡r I5¡,

' $15 rnillion for the lvlichigan Aglicr,rltulal Safety (ìr.¿rnt (a¡rplications opcn Julr, 15),. $i3 mill"ion for.the'I'ech SLa.-úrq: Stnbilization L,.nncl,
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, b2 milliou fo:: A4JlDC's Capital Access progllutl,
. {i1,5 million fol Lhe Michi.gan.ltrntlepleneut lìesilience l,'uncì, in paltuelship rvith

N{ichigan ü/onren l!'olrv alc[,
. ancl rìrarì\¡ lìlore, wlii.ch ai'c listecl in firll at https://n'lvt4',michiganbusiness,org/about-

mectc/covicì 19

States cannot weaf;hel this clisis withc¡ut feclelal leacler:slrip. I am therefble reitelating nl¡r
call fol the Trurnp Äclministlation arncl Congless to pass Iegislation pr:ovi.cling aclclítional
r'csoul'ces f<rr states ancl localities to acLch'ess the l-:uclget sholtfalls causecl by tlie
uup 

"'ece 
cle n te cl C O\4D - 1 I p ublic he alth c::isis.

Respectfirlly,

letchen Wlitmer
Got'elnol'


